SCLCS Annual Meeting Focuses on
A Time for Celebration…A Time of Need
SCLCS held its annual meeting on April 25th with approximately 80 Lions members in
attendance. The meeting was packed full of reports and celebration with awards and
presentations.
Chairpersons Louis Drucker, SCLCS and Diane P’Pool, SCLF, thanked everyone for the
support of our two “Lions” charitable organizations this year. They both noted the continued
growth in requests for services of SCLCS and asked all Lions to remember to support our own
Lions’ causes first.
Gregg Turner, SCLCS President and CEO, gave a compelling address about the organizations
growth over the past 15 years. I would like to share some of address with you.
“Throughout my 15 year tenure with SCLCS we have witnessed our programs go through a
complete transformation. The eye surgery program was rarely used due our only paying 10% of
the surgery cost, leaving the client to pay the balance. Of course they could not provide the
balance of the cost, so the surgery was never performed. The hearing aid program received
used aids which were sent to the manufacture for reconditioning and returned to us for
placement with a client. However, in most cases the aids didn’t meet the client’s hearing
requirements, so we created a waiting list of clients while building a stock of hearing aid
inventory that we couldn’t use. The Health Screening Unit was only operated two and a half
days each week and productivity was limited.
I am happy to report that during this same 15 year period, services rendered by SCLCS over
the last five years eclipse the first ten years by more than 4 times. Please allow me to share a
few of these statistics with you.
 In 2000 the Eye Surgery program was providing an average of 4 surgeries per year.
 In 2015 the Eye Surgery program has provided 102 surgeries through 9 months.
 In 2000 the Hearing Aid program was providing an average of 27 hearing aids per year.
 In 2015 the Hearing Aid program has provided 106 hearing aids through 9 months.
 In 2000 the HSU program was providing an average of 4,100 screenings per year.
 In 2015 the HSU program has provided 18,000 screenings through 9 months.
So as you can see, it is definitely a time to celebrate our many accomplishment at SCLCS and
as Lions. We are truly making a great impact on lives in South Carolina.” (Turner reported)
Lion Gregg went on to state that while our programs have increased by more than 4 to 5 times
in the last 5 years, our funding from Lions has decreased by almost 50%. I don’t know about
you, but when I do the math using these numbers, it simply doesn’t add up. We are falling
behind which could affect our ability to serve our communities. I think Lion Gregg summed it
with this closing statement, “I look at the proud past we have built in South Carolina and say to
you, that I have the utmost confidence in you, this organization, and our future. Today, as we
celebrate the $2.3 Million of services that we have provided through 9 months of this year, I ask
you to recommit yourself and your clubs to support Lions programs first; including SCLCS, so
that we can remain the strong service provider that Lions are known to be.” I hope you agree
with Lion Gregg.
One of the greatest opportunities of the meeting was our ability to recognize those Lions Clubs,
Businesses and Funders who help us continue to accomplish our work as Lions. The highlight
of these presentations was to hear from Harvey Galloway, Executive Director of the Blue Cross
Blue Shield of SC Foundation (BCBSF) on why they selected SCLCS for a grant award of

$100,000. Mr. Galloway stated “it is the mission of the BCBSF to fund those organizations who
work to assist individuals in receiving quality healthcare”. At the conclusion of his remarks he
presented the SCLCS/SCLF officers with a check for $100,000.

We also recognized 4 partners in service who has made our year a success. These businesses
have made significant contributions to our both this year and in years past. The businesses are:


The Eye and
Laser Center in
Lancaster. They
received our
“Partner of the
Year” Award for
their dedication to
our Eye Surgery
Program.



Young’s Hearing
Center in
Columbia. They
received our
“Partner of the
Year” Award for
their dedication to
our Hearing Aid
Program.



WLTX Television Studios in Columbia: They received our “Partner of the Year” Award
for their dedication to our Media Coverage on events like World Sight Day, providing us
with very much needed media coverage. (Not present for photo)

And finally, those Lions Clubs, who through their contributions, provided us with the financial
resources to meet the many service needs in our communities. The clubs receiving the “Club
Service Contribution Awards” this year are:

District 32-A
Landrum Lions Club, First Place,
Largest Per Member Giving ($120.00
per member)
Salem Lions Club, Second Place,
Largest Per Member Giving ($66.67
per member)
Spartanburg Lions Club, First Place,
Largest District Contribution
($6,000.00)

District 32-B
Midland Valley Lions Club, First
Place, Largest Per Member Giving
($228.57 per member)
St. George Lions Club, Second
Place, Largest Per Member Giving
($111.11 per member)
Midland Valley Lions Club, First
Place, Largest District Contribution
($8,000)

District 32-C
Southstrand Lions Club, First Place,
Largest Per Member Giving ($176.47
per member)
Georgetown Lions Club, Second
Place, Largest Per Member Giving
($78.95 per member)
Southstrand and Georgetown Lions
Clubs Tied, Largest District
Contribution ($3,000.00)

District 32-D
Greater Irmo Lions Club, First Place,
Largest Per Member Giving
($333.33 per member)
Rock Hill Lions Club, Second Place,
Largest Per Member Giving ($71.43
per member)
River Hills Lions Club, First Place,
Largest District Contribution
($10,000)

Statewide Largest Per Member Giving
Greater Irmo Lions Club, First Place
Midland Valley Lions Club, Second Place
Southstrand Lions Club, Third Place

Statewide Largest Contributions
River Hills Lions Club, First Place
Midland Valley Lions Club, Second
Place
Spartanburg Lions Club, Third
Place Tie
Greater Irmo Lions Club, Third
Place Tie

Pride of the Lions Cup 2014-2015

District 32-D was the 2014-2015 winner of the Pride of the Lions Cup. The Cup is given to the
District with the highest total in contributions to SCLF/SCLCS.
The annual meeting is a time for learning about your organization and the good work they are
doing on your behalf. If you were not able to attend this year, we hope you will make plans to
join us at next year’s meeting. It is YOUR organization, strive to help make is a successful one.
Special thanks to everyone who helped make the meeting a success, especially the
SCLCS/SCLF Staff.

