
Giving the Gift of Sight, Half a World Away 
 
For the last five years North Side Baptist Church in Greenwood, South Carolina has partnered with a 
family serving the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention in West Africa.  This 
ministry focuses on the Hausa people, one of the world’s largest unreached people groups.  Over thirty 
five million Hausa people live in Africa.  Seven million Hausa people live in the West African nation that 
North Side serves.  The IMB family living there is the only group of people working with that nation’s 
Hausa population. 
 
I have had the opportunity to go on two trips to West Africa through North Side, most recently in 
January of 2015.  Our trips typically focus on three areas:  medical missions, discipleship, and village 
mapping. 

 
In January our team spent three days living in a remote village where North Side’s summer missionaries 
stayed last year.  From the moment we set foot in the village, we could see God had a huge impact 
through our summer missionaries.  Everyone wanted to know how they were doing and if they were 
coming back.  More importantly, they wanted us to continue sharing stories of the Gospel with them. 
 
On our second day in the village we arrived at a group of men on the main street in town.  After going 
through the usual process of greeting everyone in Hausa, we felt led to ask if we could share Gospel 
stories with them.  The group eagerly accepted our invitation so we pulled out our radio and began 



playing our Hausa Bible stories. As the tape played through, I began to take notice of a man sitting in the 
front of the group.  He was hunched over with a black beanie on his head wearing a black coat and 
bright red pants.  At his feet he had a small girl who couldn’t be more than a few years old.  This man 
drew my attention at first because of his intent body language as he focused on the tape.  He began 

toreally stand out 
to me as our story 
played on. Every 
time we would 
turn a page in our 
picture book this 
man would keenly 
point and draw 
his little girl’s 
attention towards 
the story.  He 
clapped his hands 
several times and 
nodded his head 
in agreement with 
much of what the 
tape said.  As I 
looked into his 

eyes I could see an eager heart being softened by the hand of God as the message of Christ’s redeeming 
love rang through the village streets.  Something was different about the way this man listened to the 
tape.  Something was setting him apart.  The Word of God was beginning to transform his life! 
 
When the story came to a close our group thanked the men for allowing us to stay with them.  Most of 
the crowd was dispersing so we started gathering our things to move on.  As we stood up to take our 



leave we turned around and saw that the whole time we were sharing the story of Christ with the men 
in this group, we were standing in the shadow of the village mosque. 
 
Islam dominates the culture of West Africa.  The region we stayed in is 99% Muslim.  According to the 
CIA World Fact Book and studies on poverty, this region is among the poorest in the world.  Most locals 
live on less than a dollar per day.  Experiencing these living conditions places a burden on you, making 
you realize how truly blessed we are in the United States. 

 
During our two days of medical clinics we 
served over 500 men, women, and children 
from nearby villages.  I first got the idea to 
involve the South Carolina Lions Foundation 
and Charitable Services in this trip when I 
recalled from my first trip to West Africa how 
hard it was to get supplies to the village we 
work in and how great the need is for basic 
healthcare supplies. 
 
In talking with the IMB family, eyeglasses are 
among the most difficult supplies to get to 
West Africa where there is a huge need for 
what we often consider “the basics.”  SCLCS 
provided over 150 pairs of eyeglasses to the 
mission family, which we were able to begin 
distributing in January!  Words cannot 
describe how excited the locals were to hear 
about the arrival of new glasses. 
 
The first pair we were able to hand out was 
to a local school teacher who had been using 
a broken pair of glasses for some time.  He 
came to our compound on the evening of 
our first clinic while we were having dinner.  
After going back and forth with our 

translator to identify the teacher’s needs we were able to help him see again with a new pair of glasses!  
He had a grin from ear to ear as he eagerly looked at the world through a new lens.  I am confident that 
not long after our team left this teacher helped spread the word to others in the village that new glasses 
were here for those in need. 
 
Getting eye glasses to West Africa makes our motto “We Serve” more tangible than ever.  Not only are 
we able to make an impact in the lives of South Carolinians in need, we are able to travel halfway 
around the world and bring new light to the lives of people who have no one to help them, who have 
nothing to depend on.  God continues to open doors for us to serve in ways that are a real blessing. 
 
 
 
 



 
As we look back in one instance through the rich history of Lions Clubs International we see the tapestry 
of eyes we have opened and lives we have touched.  At the same time, as we look in the other direction 
to the future, there are millions of needs still to be met.  There are lives yet to be transformed and work 
yet to be done.  It is time to get to work and impact a new generation of lives! 
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