
Winnsboro Lions Support World War II Monument  

Last year Winnsboro Lion Bill Haslett proposed the idea of creating a WW II monument to 

memorialize Fairfield County military who had made the supreme sacrifice during the war.  Lion Bill 

pursued this goal doggedly until he and others had sold sufficient memorial or honor pavers to then 

convince Town Council and County Council to get on board with the project.  Town Council 

provided a $5,000 grant, and County Council gave $10,000 towards the monument.  Lions and 

others sold over $17,000 in pavers.  Lion Donnie Laird alone sold $13,000 worth of pavers.     



In addition to funding a 

magnificent monument with 

the names of the twenty-

nine men who were killed in 

action, the project includes a 

beautiful bronze eagle 

mounted atop the monument 

and an impressive walkway 

around the monument, 

complete with hundreds of 

memorial and honorary brick 

pavers.   

On Memorial Day, May 25, 

2015, Lion Bill presided over 

the dedication of the 

memorial.  The featured 

speaker was US Marine 

Captain Clebe McClary of 

Pawley’s Island.  Captain McClary is a highly decorated and well known Viet Nam veteran and 

spoke on his experience in Viet Nam where he lost an eye and an arm during an enemy attack on 

his patrol’s position.    

 



 

“We had a parade up 

Congress Street before the 

dedication and a barbecue 

treat after the ceremony, and 

the size of the crowd greatly 

pleased us,” Haslett said.  It 

was estimated that there were 

over 500 people in attendance 

on a sunny spring afternoon 

on the old Mt. Zion Institute 

grounds.   

Among the comments 

overheard was that this was 

one of the greatest things to 

have happened in Winnsboro in many a year, that this memorial was long overdue, and that it 

brought the community together to show appreciation to those who gave their lives that we might 

continue to be a free nation.   

Enjoy a few additional photos from the event below. 

 



 

 

 

 

GIVERS OF FREEDOM REMEMBERD 


