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2015 Annual Educational Conference 
Friday, October 23, 2015 
FridayOober 15, 1 
7:30 - 8:30am  CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST WITH THE EXHIBITORS 
 
8:00 - 8:30   REGISTRATION/EXHIBITS 
 
8:15 - 8:30   OPENING REMARKS 
     Philicia L. Deckard, LSW CBIST  
     Executive Director, Brain Injury Association of Illinois      
 
8:30 – 9:30  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
     TOP 10 ISSUES CASE MANAGERS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT BRAIN INJURY 
     Debra Braunling-McMorrow, PhD 
     Learning Services 
    
9:30 – 9:40       EXHIBITS / BREAK 
 
9:45 – 10:45  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
     TIME IS BRAIN: HOW TO PREVENT BRAIN INJURY DURING ACUTE STROKE 
     Demetrius Lopes, MD 
     Rush University Medical Center 
 
10:45 – 11:00       EXHIBITS / BREAK 
 
11:00 – 12:00  CONCURRENT WORKSHOP - SESSION I 

 
A1     A. Acute Stroke: The Role of the Interventional Response Team 
     Kiffon Keigher, NP 
            Rush University Medical Center    
          
B1     B. Swallowing Dysfunction: Screening and Pill Swallowing 
     Susan Brady, MS, CCC-SLP, BCS-S 
     Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital 
          
C1     C. Return to Work: It Takes a Team 
     Robert Trierweiler, MS, CRC, LCPC 
     Stefanie Schroeder, MS, CRC 
     Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago    

      
12:00 – 1:00pm LUNCH BUFFET  
  
1:00 – 2:00pm CONCURRENT WORKSHOP – SESSION II 
 
A2     A. Ethics of Social Media and Traumatic Brain Injury 
     Preya S. Tarsney, JD 
     Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
        
B2     B.  Movement Disorders Following Brain Injury 
     Ricardo A. Knight, MD, MBA 
     HealthSouth VanMatre Hospital 
 
C2     C.  Asserting Your Rights Using the Power of Self-Advocacy 
     Mari Monteiro, JD 
     Equip for Equality 

Board Member, Brain Injury Association of Illinois

     
     
     

D2 Persistent Symptoms After Concussion 
Elizabeth M. Pieroth, Psy.D. ABPP
NorthShore University Health System

D.  



3:15 – 3:25  Exhibits / Breaks 
 
3:30 – 4:30  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

ADDRESSING SUBSTANCE ABUSE ISSUES DURING BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION  
AND RECOVERY: A MEDICOLEGAL PERSPECTIVE 

               Jonathan L. Costa, MD, PhD, FAAPMR  
     Center for Spine Joint & NeuroMuscular Rehabilitation 
 
     Thomas P. Routh, Esquire  
     Nolan Law Group 
 
4:45 – 5:30  RECEPTION WITH THE EXHIBITORS IN THE EXHIBITOR HALL 

 
DINNER ON YOUR OWN – A LIST OF RESTAURANTS IN THE AREA WILL BE AVAILABLE AT  
THE REGISTRATION TABLE 

 
 
 
 
2015 Annual Educational Conference 
Saturday, October 24, 2015er 16, 1999 

7:30 – 8:30 am BREAKFAST WITH THE EXHIBITORS 
 
8:00 – 8:30  REGISTRATION/EXHIBITS 
 
8:30 – 9:30  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

NUTRITION AND WEIGHT LOSS AFTER BRAIN INJURY 
     James A. Young, MD 
     Rehab Associates of Chicago 
     Rush University Medical Center 
     Honorary Board Member, Brain Injury Association of Illinois 
 
9:30 – 9:45  EXHIBITS / BREAK 
 
9:45 – 10:45    
     

CHRONIC STRESS AND ITS INFLUENCE ON HEALTH IN INFORMAL CAREGIVERS OF  
     

INDIVIDUALS WITH TBI 
     

Karen L. Saban, PhD, RN, APRN, CNRN, FAHA 
     

Hines VA Hospital      
     

Loyola University Marcella Niehoff School of Nursing 

    

    
    
    
          
10:45 – 11:00  EXHIBITS / BREAK 
 
11:00 – 12:00  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

NEUROCOGNITIVE IMPLICATIONS OF BRAIN TUMORS AND CANCER TREATMENT 
     Patrick E. Walsh, Psy.D. 
     Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital 
 
12:00 – 12:10pm EXHIBITS / BREAK 
                                     
12:15 – 1:15pm    KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
     THE ROAD TO EMOTIONAL RECOVERY 
     Laura Bergevin, MSW 
     Quality Living, Inc. 
 
1:15 – 1:30pm Conference Wrap Up and Evaluation 
     Philicia L. Deckard, LSW CBIST 
 
  
 
 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

 
2:00 – 2:15  Exhibits / Breaks 
 
2:15 – 3:15  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
                    EMERGING STRATEGIES IN DIAGNOSIS AND MANAGEMENT OF MILD TBI 
     Julian Bailes, MD 
     NorthShore Neurological Institute 
     NorthShore University HealthSystem 
 
     AFTERNOON REST AND RELAXATION SESSION FOR CONSUMERS 
     Seated Yoga and Relaxation Techniques: Demonstration and Participation 
     Diana Nawrocki, ATR, MAAT, M.Ed 
        Board Member, Brain Injury Association of Illinois 
 



 

Continuing Education 
 
The Brain Injury Association of Illinois is a registered continuing education sponsor for 10 continuing education hours for  
Social Workers through the State of Illinois Department of Professional Regulation.  
 
Elderwerks is licensed by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation to provide 10 continuing  
education hours for Nurses. 
 
SIU School of Medicine is licensed by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation to provide  
continuing education for Nursing Home Administrators (139-000027) and Counselors/Clinical Counselors (197-000073).  
This program offers 10.5 CE hours for the 2 day participation  (6 hours for Day 1, or 4 hours for Day 2) for licensed nursing  
home administrators and licensed counselors/clinical counselors. 
 
Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital is licensed by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation to provide 
10 hours continuing education for Physical Therapists, Occupational Therapists, and Speech Language-Pathologists. 
 
The conference attendance hours can also be submitted for ACBIS continuing education. 
 
Certificates of Attendance will be awarded for other disciplines and work – related requirements.  
  

 
Hotel Information 
 
Hilton Suites 
(630)941-0100 
$109.00 per night + 12% tax =$122.08 per night 
 
Reservations can be made at the following link: 
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/C/CHIOTHS-BIA-20151022/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 
 
- Double or single rooms available 
- Accessible rooms available 
- The hotel offers a restaurant for its guests, as well as some nearby restaurants will deliver to the hotel. 
 
To receive the special conference rate, you must identify the Brain Injury Association of Illinois Conference 
when making reservations. 
 

Deadline for receiving conference room rate October 1, 2015 
 

 
2015 ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Amanda Binger, MA CBIS      Steve Love    

 Sharon Healthcare       Artist     
          

Catherine Burress Kestner, PT DPT     Allison Poulos, MSW    
 Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago      ResCare Premier    
               

Diana Contreras, OTR/L        Jennifer Prell    
 Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital        Elderwerks    
         

Dawn Henry, MS CCC-SLP CBIST     Mary Kay Reed, BSN MPA   
Carle Foundation Hospital        BIA of Illinois Board Member  

               
Rachel Hitch, MA CCC-SLP CBIST    Thomas Routh, Esquire  

 Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago     Nolan Law Group    
    

Tona Kohn, MSE CBIS      Jennifer Weiss, PT  
NeuroRestorative       Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital  

 
Susan Kometz, BSN RN CRRN CBIS    Diane Willis, BSN 
Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital     HealthSouth VanMatre Hospital 
       
Greg Kyrouac, MS Ed      Theresa Wisniewski    

 SIU School of Medicine      Northern Trust    
 
 Ginny Lazzara, BSN CRRN CBIST     Sandy Wozny, CRTT/CPFT CBIS  
 Nolan Law Group       Lakeview Specialty Hospital & Rehabilitation

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/C/CHIOTHS-BIA-20151022/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG


 
*  Conference Registration Fee includes: 2 breakfasts, lunch, 3 breaks, and reception.  
 

** Professional Rate for Non-Members includes 1 year Professional Membership, which includes yearly subscription 
to The TBI Challenge (at a $15 savings)  
 
Note: The conference is open to the Public, members and non-members. Conference registration doesn’t require 
becoming a member of the Brain Injury Association of Illinois. Membership is encouraged as a contribution to 
support the BIA of Illinois programs and services.  
  
 
 
 

 
Consumer and  

Family Members* 
 

Registration 
Fee 

 
 

 
Consumer 

 
$ 55 

 
   

Family Member 
  

$ 80 
  
        

 
  

 
  
       

 
Professionals* 

 
BIA of IL 
Member 

 
Non-Member 

 
Professional Friday and Saturday 

 
$200 

 
$300 ** 

   
Professional Friday Only 

  
$175 

  
$275 ** 

  
Professional Saturday Only 

  
$100 

  
$200 ** 

 
Discounted Rate is available for Organization 
Groups of 10 or more; Call the office for details 
 

  

   

 
EXHIBITORS AND SPONSORS 

 
Please contact the BIA of Illinois office to register today as an Exhibitor and/or Sponsor.  
 
There are a variety of Exhibitor levels available: 

Gold ($5000), Silver ($2500), Bronze ($1000) and Exhibitor ($500) 
 
Sponsorship levels include exclusive sponsorships, program book sponsorships and a variety of 
additional sponsorships. 
 
Contact the office at info@biail.org or 312.726.5699 for Exhibitor and Sponsorship information 
and packet.  
 
The Exhibitor/Sponsor packet is available online at www.biail.org/calendar.htm 
 
 
 
 

(Includes Membership)



BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS 
 

2015 Conference Registration Form  –  October 23 – 24, 2015 
 
NAME                              

 

ADDRESS                             

 

CITY                 STATE                       ZIP         

 

TELEPHONE   Day                                        Evening            

E-Mail Address                           

 

Additional Family Member    1.                                                             2. _____________________________  
 

Check one:        Consumer       Family Member    Professional  

 
BIA of IL Member:      YES     NO    
 

I can’t attend, but would like to make a contribution to the BIA of Illinois  $        
 
PAYMENT:   _______Check  _______VISA   _______MASTERCARD  
 
Credit Card Account #                        

 
Expiration Date:                            
                                                                                                                           

 
Signature:                              

 
                                                                                                                                 

Online Payment Option: register and pay online at: 
http://www.biail.org/calendar.htm 

 
 
Check/money order made payable to: BIA of Illinois, P.O. Box 64420 
           Chicago, IL  60664-0420 
 
For Your Convenience, You May Fax Credit Card Registrations to BIA of Illinois at (312) 630-4011 
 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $        (Refer to Page 2 for the Pricing information)                 
                   
 
Cancellation Policy:  Requests for refunds made on or before October 10th, will be refunded 50%.   

        No refunds will be given after October 10th. 
 
 

Check the following if assistance will be needed at the conference: 
 
  Visual      Hearing  

http://www.biail.org/calendar.htm


    I am a new member of the Brain Injury Association of Illinois 
 
 
    I am renewing my membership in the Brain Injury Association of Illinois 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

Membership Application 
 

Membership Information 
Name: 

__________________________________ 

 
Address:   

       

 

       

 

Home:        

 

Business:       

 

E-Mail:        

 
 
For Statistical Purposes: 
  Person with brain injury 
  Family member 
  Friend of BIA of Illinois 
  Pediatric interests 
  Adult interests 
 
Return completed registration form, 
membership form and payment to the Brain 
Injury Association of Illinois. 
 
 
Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 64420 
Chicago, IL  60664-0420 
 
Phone (800) 699-6443 
Fax (312) 630-4011     

 
Types of Membership 
 

 
___Basic   $ 50.00  

- person who sustained a brain 
injury, or their family member 

 
___Professional  $100.00 

- individual membership at the 
professional level   

Occupation:  

_______________________ 
 
___Organization   $275.00 

- for any provider, business or 
organization, includes up to three 
memberships 

 
 
 
Memberships include: 
 
Complimentary Membership: 

- Consumer must contact BIA for info and to 
make request  

 
Basic Membership: 

- Online BIA mailings and electronic TBI 
Challenge  

- Yearly print subscription to The TBI 
Challenge (at a $15 savings) 

 
Professional Membership: 

- Online BIA mailings and electronic TBI 
Challenge  

- Yearly print subscription to The TBI 
Challenge (at a $15 savings)  

   E-Mail  info@biail.org 
 
 
 

mailto:info@biail.org


The purpose of the annual educational conference is to educate individuals who have sustained 
an acquired brain injury, their families and the professionals who treat them regarding best 
practices to promote optimum wellness following brain injury. 
 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
The annual BIA of Illinois Educational Conference is open to individuals who have sustained an acquired brain 
injury, their family members and caregivers, rehabilitation professionals, and professionals working with an individual 
who has sustained an acquired brain injury. The conference is open to the public. 
 
Some disciplines that may be in attendance are, but not limited to:  
Allied Professionals  Licensed Professional Counselors   Physicians   
Art Therapists    Mental Health Professionals    Psychologists    
Athletic Trainers   Music Therapists     Recreational Therapists   
Attorneys    Nurses      Social Workers   
Case Managers   Nursing Home Administrators   Speech Language Pathologists  
Direct Care Staff   Occupational Therapists    Vocational Specialists  
Educators    Physical Therapists    Coaches 
 
 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION: 
Email:   info@biail.org 
Phone:   800.699.6443 
Mail:   P.O. Box 64420    Chicago, IL  60664-0420 
Fax:   312.630.4011 
Register Online: www.biail.org/calendar.htm 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS 
PO BOX 64420 
CHICAGO, IL  60664-0420 




