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Annual Meeting   
to feature food, fun 
and important info.

HWE receives
statewide
safety award.

HWE shares 
Hancock County 
EPA award.
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A SPECIAL ANNUAL MEETING AWAITS YOU

The June 13 Annual Meeting will feature Harlan’s catering, grand prizes, a
Nashville Crush performance, rides, games, inflatables, a health fair and more!

!

NOTICE: The Hancock-Wood office will be closed next month on Friday, July 3, 
in observance of Independence Day.

Hancock-Wood is hosting 
a new version of its June 
13 Annual Business 
Meeting, following survey 
input from our Members. 
We added Member 

Appreciation Day to the title and the purpose 
because we believe in our slogan of “Members First.” 

We heard you say you want great prizes and food and 
family-friendly activities after a shortened business 
meeting that centers on important information that 
could impact your energy costs. That’s exactly what 
we are presenting, because you asked for it – this is 
your annual meeting. See details on page 22.

The meeting will provide our Member-owners with 
important information regarding the state of the 
cooperative, district election results and co-op 
issues. To offset the costs of increased attendance, 
we received sponsorships from the area businesses 
showcased on page 20. 

So, I ask you, if you have made your reservation,   
  please make a point to attend. 

I think you really will 
like what you take 

away. For more 
information, call 

our office at 
800-445-4840 
and come  
out for a 
great time. 

HWE - a powerful 
value for 77 years.

George Walton, 
Hancock-Wood 
Electric Cooperative 
President and CEO

HWE SHARES EPA AWARD WITH COUNTY

On May 29, Hancock County Commissioner Mark 
Gazarek presented an award to Hancock-Wood 
Electric Cooperative Board Chairman Ed Crawford 
and President and CEO George Walton for the co-op’s 
part in an innovative renewable energy project that 
turns decaying trash into electricity.

Hancock County officials shared the 2014 Community 
Partner of the Year award it received from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with the co-op 
for Hancock-Wood’s part in the success of the Hancock 
County Sanitary Landfill Gas-to-Electric Project. The 
co-op’s generation and transmission partner, Buckeye 
Power, Inc., purchased the electricity generated by 
methane gas emitted from the landfill. Hancock-Wood 
members benefit by an upgrade to the distribution 
system and an overall reduced generation cost because 
of this green-energy project, and it contributes to the 
amount of renewable energy utilized by Ohio electric 
cooperatives. The site now is generating enough power 
to energize the equivalent of 680 homes. 

At the presentation were, from left: Hancock County Sanitary 
Engineer Steve Wilson, HWE VP of Engineering William Barnhart, 
Commissioner Mark Gazarek, OREC Manager of Power Delivery 
Engineering Ben Wilson, HWE Board Chairman Ed Crawford, 
Distribution Engineer Ryan Goolsby and CEO George Walton.
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Thanks go to sponsors of our Annual 
Business Meeting for helping our co-op  
to make this event successful for our 
Members. They are: Gigawatt sponsor –  
Quality Lines, Inc.; Megawatt sponsors – 

Clouse Construction Corp. and Power Line Supply 
Company; Kilowatt sponsors – Clouse Electric, Ltd., 
First Federal Bank and Utility Systems Engineering, 
Inc.; and Watt sponsors – Legacy Farmers Cooperative 
and Perry Protech. Flag City Water is providing 
drinking water for those attending.

THANKS TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

HWE TAKES YOUR VOICE TO CAPITOL HILL
In early May, Hancock-Wood Electric Co-op 
leadership joined more than 2,000 co-op 
leaders from across the nation at a Legislative 
Conference in Washington, D.C., to address 

regulations impacting electric co-ops and their Members. 
Board Member Dave Corbin and President and CEO 
George Walton were among the lead presenters. 

The National Rural Electric Association (NRECA) hosts 
this annual event for electric co-ops to campaign for 
congressional help. This year, the co-ops sought support 
for the Ratepayer Protection Act, legislation to block the 
proposed Waters of the United States rule (WOTUS) and 
the designation of coal ash as non-hazardous. 

According to NRECA, the support for ratepayer protection 
is vital to electric co-ops’ ability to provide safe, 
affordable, reliable electricity, and the Clean Power 
Plan (CPP) threatens that affordability and reliability. 
WOTUS will dramatically expand the regulatory reach of 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and result 
in additional red tape for co-ops working to build and 
maintain distribution lines. Nearly 40 percent of coal ash 
is recycled into beneficial products like sheet rock and 
concrete. Designating coal ash as non-hazardous ensures 
that this beneficial recycling can continue.

Maintaining relationships on Capitol Hill and making the 
co-op presence known has been an important part of 
efforts to keep rates affordable for our Members. Your 
voice is critical to our keeping energy affordable. For more 
information about the proposed rules and how to make 
your voice heard, visit https://action.coop.

From left, HWE President and CEO George Walton and Trustee David 
Corbin speak with Ryan Steyer, senior legislative assistant to the Hon. 
Marcy Kaptur about electric co-op issues that impact Members.

HWE RECEIVES OREC SAFETY AWARD

In March, Hancock-Wood Electric 
Cooperative was recognized by Ohio Rural 
Electric Cooperatives (OREC) for HWE’s 
33 years of participating in the Rural 

Electric Safety Achievement Program (RESAP). Only 
two other Ohio electric cooperatives have a longer 
record of participation than HWE. In February, 
Hancock-Wood presented its employees with caps 
and apparel imprinted with a 70-year-old Hancock-
Wood logo in recognition of more than five years 
with no loss of work time due to injury.

RESAP promotes a positive safety culture. Earning the 
RESAP certificate is an ongoing three-year process. 

From left, OREC Director of Safety Dwight Miller presents a statewide 
safety award to Hancock-Wood President and CEO George Walton.
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Thanks to our Members who participated in 
the recent National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association annual Member satisfaction survey. 
Your opinions about Hancock-Wood help us 

to better serve you because we develop or discontinue 
programs and/or events based on that feedback. We will 
publish our score as soon as the results are tabulated. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP IN OUR SURVEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Chair Ed Crawford, Vice Chair Tom Kagy,
Secretary/Treasurer Tom Dierksheide, 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer Marlene 
Barker, and trustees David Corbin,  
James Demler, John Edie, Steve Gerten, 
William Kale and Knut Lahrs.

WIN $300 OFF YOUR ENERGY BILL!
Visit Hancock-Wood’s website to sign up 
for e-mail alerts, news and online bill pay 
to enter to win a quarterly drawing for $300 
off your next electric bill. Click on Members 
Connect to complete the form.

www.HWE.coop

HWEC REBUILD PROGRAM UPDATE
In June, as part of our $2.75 million 
Rebuild Program, Hancock-Wood 
contract crews will start work on 
rebuilding single-phase lines along 

State Route 613 in Putman County between 
County Road 1 and County Road 5. 

Another contract crew will begin work along 
Township Road 194 and County Road 162 in 
Amanda Township in Hancock County.

PRESIDENT SIGNS WATER HEATER BILL
On April 30, President Obama signed 
legislation fixing the Department of 
Energy’s water heater standards by 
signing S. 535, the Energy Efficiency 

Improvement Act of 2015, into law. This included 
legislation to address overly restrictive energy-
efficiency standards for large electric water heaters.  
Thanks, in part, to electric-cooperative voices, 
Public Law No. 114-11 is the first energy-related 
measure enacted this year. 

This law will ensure that electric co-ops will have 
access to the large grid-enabled electric resistance 
water heaters they use to manage peak load and 
save money for their members.  

More than 250 co-ops in 35 states operate these 
programs to save their members hundreds of 
millions of dollars. This action could not have taken 
place without the powerful voice of electric co-op 
members through your submissions to Action.coop. 
We thank Congress for its help in this effort.

TELL CONGRESS TO KEEP ENERGY AFFORDABLE
Congress is working on legislation that can make 
a real difference to the cost of power. Electric 
co-ops have campaigned in Washington, D.C., to 
keep energy costs affordable by urging Congress 

to support legislation to protect ratepayers, prevent 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) overreach and 
provide certainty with new coal ash standards.

All three bills can be summed up this way:  When regulations 
go too far, costs increase and family budgets take a hit.

Please urge your representative to support H.R. 2042 to help 
protect electric cooperative members from the 111(d) rule  
by visiting Action. coop and letting your voice be heard, while 
the legal challenges work their way through the courts.  

This summer, the EPA is expected to finalize a sweeping new 
regulation to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from existing 
power plants. The proposal will result in the premature 
closure of existing power plants, which threatens jobs as well 
as energy costs.  

Speak out today and tell Congress that it’s unfair to expect 
electric co-ops to comply with EPA’s proposal until the courts 
have had a chance to review the proposal’s legality. You can 
do these easily and electronically by visiting Action.coop.

FOLLOW US ON YOUR 
FAVORITE SOCIAL NETWORK:

/hwe.coop /hwelectric /hwelectric

OR VISIT US ONLINE: HWE.COOP
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KID CONNECTIONS
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For 2015, the Board of Trustees of Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative approved changes  
to combine the Annual Business Meeting with Family Fun Day family-friendly attractions  
at a venue – in the heart of Findlay – with great food, entertainment, kiddie 
rides, games and prizes. Nearly 1,500 reservations have been received 

for this great event. Here is what you can expect to see on June 13:

• A hearty lunch with Harlan’s BBQ-catered barbecued chicken, pulled pork, 
macaroni and cheese, cheddar mashed potatoes, baked beans and green 
beans plus desserts and beverages. There will be snacks offered as well.

• Grand prizes will include a large-screen TV, a freezer full of your choice 
of meats, and a Family Fun Destination Package with a Toledo Zoo family 
membership, four one-day passes to Cedar Point, passes to the African Safari 
Wildlife Park, a $100 gift certificate to Field of Dreams Drive-In, and a Family 
Membership to the Children’s Museum of Findlay. Each prize is worth more 
than $500. There also will be giveaways for each Member.

• The location is Hancock County Fairgrounds, with a live concert by Nashville 
Crush. In 1994, lead singer Brad Wright made national news as the youngest 
singer ever to perform at the Grand Ole Opry. The band’s first national single 
release, “Make it Bounce,” is being played on radio stations across the nation. 
Nashville Crush is perhaps best known locally for its singles “This is Love” and 
“Country Girls.”

• Patrick the Magician will perform, and his assistant will make balloon 
shapes for kids. There also will be a face-painting artist.

• There will be family-favorite activities, such as a bungee jump, 
kiddie and pony rides, bingo, mini-golf, a health fair, energy 
efficiency displays and giveaways for each Member. 

• Local singing sensation Gabbi Calvert will provide her rendition of 
    the national anthem, opening the shortened business  
           meeting portion of the event. HWE’s  board of  trustees 
                 and management will briefly discuss the state of the  
     cooperative and the annual report. Election results 
                   also will be announced. Four board seats will be
         decided in districts 1, 4, 5 and 10. 
      
         Visit hwe.coop/about-hwec/trustees-elections 
      for more information on these important elections, 
   which affect your co-op’s direction and visit hwe.coop 
             to learn more about Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative.
 

HANCOCK-WOOD ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING RSVPs TOP 1,500


