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Colorado high court denies Hickenlooper in Clean Power Plan split with AG 
Colorado Supreme Court says the governor should pursue other remedies 
 
By Christopher N. Osher and Joey Bunch 
The Denver Post 
 
The Colorado Supreme Court on Thursday declined to consider Gov. John 
Hickenlooper's petition challenging the legality of Attorney General Cynthia 
Coffman's lawsuit to stop implementation of federal climate change regulations. 
 
Legal experts said they doubted the action would bring a close to the dispute between 
Coffman and Hickenlooper and predicted the governor would continue to press his 
case in a lower court in the state. 
 
The one-page order was posted on the Supreme Court's website Thursday afternoon. 
It cited a 2003 Colorado Supreme Court ruling that stated appellate courts will not 
weigh in on such constitutional questions when an "adequate alternative remedy 
exists." 
 
In that 2003 case, the Colorado Supreme Court said such remedies could involve 
lower court proceedings or ongoing litigation in a trial court. 
 
"It's a little disappointing; we were hoping they could just cut to the chase," 
Hickenlooper said of the high court. "But they are the authority. ... Now we just have 
to decide if District Court is the right place to go." 
 
Hickenlooper said he is still confident in the merits of his case, "and I'm assuming the 
attorney general is confident in the merits of her case." 
 
In a prepared statement from her office, Coffman said: "The roles of the governor and 
the attorney are separate and distinct. The two executive officers must work 
independently to best serve all the citizens of Colorado." 
 
The statement added: "I look forward to a successful working relationship with 
Governor Hickenlooper while always remembering my duty to Coloradans as their 
lawyer." 
 
Hickenlooper has characterized the suit as a partisan effort to derail the initiative. 
Coffman is a Republican, and the governor is a Democrat. 
 



Alan Gilbert, the lawyer who argued for then-Attorney General Ken Salazar in the 
2003 case cited by the high court, said the Thursday order didn't definitively decide 
the case in favor of Hickenlooper or Coffman. 
 
"There's no actual opinion," Gilbert said. "They said, 'There is an appropriate remedy 
elsewhere.' " 
 
Trey Rogers, who was legal counsel for former Gov. Bill Ritter, said the most likely 
place for the governor to continue his legal case against Coffman would be at the 
District Court level. 
 
"The interesting thing, of course, is the matter would most likely still end up with the 
Supreme Court, but that would be many months from now, with a full record 
developed in the lower court, which may be what the Supreme Court is wanting to 
see," Rogers said. 
 
Dissenting from the Colorado Supreme Court's decision declining to consider the 
governor's petition were Justice William Hood III and Justice Richard Gabriel.  
 
Coffman has made Colorado one of 24 states filing a joint lawsuit against the 
Environmental Protection Agency's plan, which President Barack Obama has called a 
step toward addressing climate change.  
 
She contends the Clean Power Plan is illegal because of conflicts with the Clean Air 
Act, as well as representing an overreach of federal authority. 
 
Republicans applauded the court's action on Thursday. 
 
"Although there is some legal ambiguity on the meaning of this ruling, we're pleased 
that a majority of justices turned away the governor's efforts to undermine the 
attorney general's independence through this maneuver," said State Sen. Ellen 
Roberts, a Republican of Durango, who is chairman of the Senate judiciary 
committee. 
 
Hickenlooper argues that Coffman's lawsuit is an overreach in her authority and says 
he is concerned it would impede the state's ability to deal with the emission plan's 
mandates.  
 
The Clean Power Plan calls on coal-burning power plants to cut carbon emissions 
nationwide by 32 percent by 2030, compared with 2005 levels.  
 
In Colorado, the plan requires a 28 percent reduction in overall carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2030 measured against 2012 levels. 
 



The federal effort to cut carbon emissions is just one of several high-profile 
environmental disputes between Hickenlooper and Coffman. 
 
In his petition to the Colorado Supreme Court, Hickenlooper also said Coffman 
should not have involved Colorado in a lawsuit in Wyoming challenging federal 
fracking rules. He also said she should not have involved Colorado in a lawsuit in 
North Dakota challenging federal clean water regulations. 
 
AG Rosenblum Announces $102 Million Settlement with For-Profit College 
Corporation EDMC  
 
Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum and 38 state Attorneys General and the District of 
Columbia today announced a multi-state settlement with Education Management 
Corporation (EDMC), the for-profit college consortium that operates 110 online and 
mortar schools, including The Art Institute of Portland. Under the settlement, more 
than 650 former Oregon EDMC students will have approximately $750,000 in loans 
forgiven, and the company will significantly reform its recruiting and enrollment 
practices. 
 
“The massive amount of school debt that Oregon students face each year is 
overwhelming young adults, and even older ones, who are saddled with debt for life. 
When a for-profit school impacts Oregon students with what we believe are deceptive 
recruitment and enrollment practices, we must find some relief for students, and get 
those practices changed. This settlement stops those practices.” said Attorney General 
Rosenblum. 
 
The agreement was filed in Marion County Circuit Court, and also mandates added 
disclosures to students. In total, the agreement requires the company to forgive 
$102.8 million in outstanding loan debt from more than 80,000 former students 
throughout the country. The company will also have to use an online financial 
disclosure tool to help students better understand their financial commitments and 
loans. Based on a prospective student’s information, the online portal will provide a 
detailed financial report with the student’s projected financial commitment, living 
expenses and potential future earnings. 
 
Under the agreement, EDMC must also: 
 
•Not engage in deceptive or abusive recruiting practices, and must record online chats 
and telephone calls with prospective students. 
•Provide a one-page disclosure to prospective students with the anticipated total cost, 
median debt, default rate for those enrolled in the same program, a warning that 
credits may not transfer, the median earnings for the program, and job placement 
rates. 
•Reform job placement rate calculations and disclosures to be more accurate. 



•Not enroll students in programs that will not prepare graduates for jobs in their field 
because of lack of accreditation. 
•Require incoming undergraduate students with fewer than 24 credits to complete an 
orientation program prior to their first class. 
•Permit incoming undergraduate students at campuses to withdraw within seven days 
of the beginning of the term or first day of class (whichever is later) without incurring 
any costs to the student. 
•Permit incoming undergraduate students in online programs with fewer than 24 
online credits to withdraw within 21 days of the beginning of the term without 
incurring any costs to the student. 
•Require 3rd party marketing vendors to comply with new compliance standards. 
Vendors cannot make misrepresentations in online ads about federal financing, share 
student information without their consent, or imply that educational opportunities are 
actually employment opportunities. 
To qualify for the debt reduction, students must have been enrolled in an EDMC 
program with fewer than 24 transfer credits, withdrew within 45 days of the first day 
of their first term, and their final day of attendance must have been between January 
1, 2006 and December 31, 2014.  Those eligible will be directly notified. As part of 
the agreement, EDMC does not admit to the conduct alleged. 
 
Students who are not eligible for the automatic debt reduction, but who believe they 
have claims related to EDMC and federal loans, should contact the U.S. Department 
of Education Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC): 1-800-4-FED-AID 
(1-800-433-3243). 
 
Students with general complaints regarding EDMC schools or educational online 
offerings in Oregon may contact the Oregon Higher Education Commission at (503) 
947-5716, or online at http://www.oregon.gov/HigherEd/Pages/complaints.aspx. 
 
Contact: 
Kristina Edmunson, Department of Justice, Kristina.Edmunson@doj.state.or.us, 503-
378-6002 
 
AG HEALEY LAUNCHES STUDENT LOAN ASSISTANCE UNIT 
 
By Katie Lannan 
 STATE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE 
 
BOSTON, NOV. 24, 2015...In an effort to help borrowers struggling to repay student 
debt, Attorney General Maura Healey on Tuesday announced a new student loan 
assistance unit and a crackdown on unlawful debt relief companies. 
 
"These are so similar to some of the problems we saw and some of the practices we 
saw with the mortgage crisis," Healey said. "Families struggling to get by, servicers 



not doing their job, and scam artists stepping in to take advantage of vulnerable 
people." 
 
Going after what she described as a "new cottage industry" of debt-relief companies 
targeting students, Healey said she has banned two such businesses from operating in 
Massachusetts. An investigation by her office into Irvine Webworks Inc. and 
Interactiv Education LLC turned up allegations of illegal upfront fees, aggressive 
marketing and deception of borrowers, she said. 
 
Irvine WebWorks, which does business as Student Loan Processing.US, has agreed to 
pay $56,000, and Interactiv Education, which does business as Direct Student Aid, 
has agreed to pay $40,000 over the allegations. The money will be used to provide 
relief to at least 200 students harmed by the companies, Healey said, including some 
who were charged more than $1,000 to have the companies complete applications. 
 
"If you are being marketed to by an entity that is suggesting they can help you with 
debt consolidation, debt relief -- buyer beware," Healey said. "Don't go there. Any 
entity that is going to charge you an upfront fee for those services, they are actually 
violating the law. Stay away." 
 
Such companies charge students money for services that are available for free 
through federal programs or nonprofits, often leading to hundreds or thousands of 
dollars of unnecessary payments, Healey said. 
 
The attorney general's office has created a student loan assistance unit, Healey said, 
with a hotline whose staff will help callers get out of default or delinquency, apply for 
repayment plans, and advocate for loan discharges. The hotline number is 1-888-830-
6277. 
 
"Right now the federal government is failing," Healey said. "Loan servicers are 
failing. It's time for us to step in and fill that void." 
 
The attorney general's efforts could help inject neutral information into an 
atmosphere dominated by radio, print, television and mobile ads promoting for-profit 
debt relief company, said Kevin Fudge of American Student Assistance, a nonprofit 
organization that helps students pay for college and manage debt. 
 
"There's not enough of a counterbalance to that voice in the marketplace for bad 
actors, so it's nice to see this sort of counterweight and that other voice out there that's 
saying, 'Hey, look, here's a place where you can get advice," Fudge told the News 
Service. 
 



Students and advocates who joined Healey in her office for the announcement also 
praised the new hotline as a means of providing borrowers with information they 
otherwise may have difficulty obtaining. 
 
"Because access to legal advice is so hard to come by, people essentially are unable to 
enforce their legal rights, so their legal rights disappear," said attorney Toby Merrill, 
the director of Harvard Law School's Project on Predatory Student Lending. 
 
Amelia Manni, a student in a Southern New Hampshire University master's program, 
said Healey's office helped her and her mother recoup $1,500 they had paid in fees to 
a debt relief company, thinking it was going toward the loans for her undergraduate 
coursework. 
 
"We were just looking to make things easier financially," said Manni, who took 
classes at Emmanuel College and Boston University to earn a bachelor's degree in 
biology. "After four months we realized -- after I called my loan company to sign up 
for grad school -- that none of those payments were going toward my student loans, 
and I just hadn't been paying them for the six months after I graduated." 
 
Human Trafficker Sentenced to Additional 24 Years on Habitual Offender 
Enhancement  
 
Albuquerque, NM – Yesterday, District Judge Stan Whitaker imposed an additional 
24 years of incarceration on convicted human trafficker Wallace Carson. The Office 
of the Attorney General successfully investigated and prosecuted Mr. Carson’s case. 
The additional time was imposed under New Mexico's "Habitual Offender 
Enhancement" laws. Judge Whitaker found that Mr. Carson was a "habitual offender" 
with two prior felony convictions from Texas. This finding requires Mr. Carson to 
serve an additional four years on every felony of which he was convicted last spring.  
  
The 24 year enhancement is added to the 30 years to which he was already sentenced 
by recent Supreme Court appointee Judith Nakamura. At sentencing, Judge 
Nakamura expressed her concern with Mr. Carson regarding his kidnapping and 
abuse of at least one underage girl in New Mexico. The now 54 year sentence takes 
into account these concerns as well as his criminal history and recruitment of Texas 
criminals to New Mexico. 
 
Child sex trafficking survivor shares his story with Utah's attorney general 
 
BY HOLLY MENINO MONDAY 
 
Salt Lake City — (KUTV) Jerome Elam is an author, lecturer, and human trafficking 
survivor. When he was 5-years-old Elam's stepfather started molesting him. Before 
long his stepfather started using him for child pornography and then introduced him 
to his pedophile ring. 



 
"The first time I was trafficked as a child, I was handcuffed to a truck stop bathroom 
for six hours, raped and sodomized and abused," said Elam. 
 
Unfortunately, Elam's story is not new. This is a crime that happens in America every 
day. 
 
"Americans are truly some of the biggest perpetrators and provide most of the 
demand for child sex trafficking that's going around," said Utah Attorney General 
Sean Reyes. 
 
Child sex trafficking is the second fastest growing criminal enterprise in the world. It 
surpasses gun running and counterfeiting, both of which are multi-billion dollar 
industries. It is second only to the drug trade. 
 
"Even drug dealers have found that they can only sell a drug once; they can sell a 
human being multiple times, so we they're switching to human trafficking," said 
Elam. 
 
He says the average age of a trafficked child is between 10 and 12-years-old. It's a 
crime that steals the innocence of children, leaving a shell behind, if not killing them. 
 
"Only perhaps about 10 percent of those who are stuck in the life of being trafficked 
will ever get out alive," said Reyes. 
 
Since taking office, Reyes has been public in his quest to fight human trafficking. 
Last October, Reyes joined Operation Underground Railroad on a sting in Colombia 
where they rescued 120 children from the sex trade. 
 
"I wanted to, if you would look and face evil just up close and see what it looks like," 
said Reyes. 
 
Reyes asked Elam to come to Utah to meet with him. 
 
"It was critical for me. Meeting with people like Jerome, they're heroes to me. They 
inspire me and from a very practical standpoint they can help our office of the 
attorney general be a better servant to the people of the state of Utah," said Reyes. 
 
Elam shared some of the tactics traffickers use and shed new light on the dark web, a 
series of non-index sites that can only be accessed through an encrypted browser. 
Eighty percent of the traffic here is pedophiles. This is all information the AG will 
use to fight traffickers. 
 



"I will not stop fighting until that day that I know, that no child is ever harmed again," 
said Elam. 
 
At 12-years-old Elam got a bottle of pills and a bottle of vodka and tried to kill 
himself. It was that desperate cry for help that saved him. Elam ended up in the 
hospital, his silence finally broken. He went into the foster-care system, leaving the 
trafficking life behind. 
 
"I'll never know the experience of being a child laying in a field of grass looking up at 
the clouds imagining shapes, but I can fight so that every child has that right," said 
Elam. 
 
NMI – Guam Sign Consumer Protection MOU 
 
(Press Release) — CNMI Attorney General Edward Manibusan and Guam Attorney 
General Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson have signed off on a cooperative agreement to 
enhance the protection of consumers on Guam and in the CNMI. 
 
“Under both CNMI and Guam law, the attorney general must cooperate with and 
assist other government agencies to protect and promote the interests of consumers,” 
explained Attorney General Manibusan. “This agreement aligns with those statutory 
duties.” 
 
The cooperative agreement sets forth a framework for collaborative efforts related to 
consumer protection issues. Among other things, the agreement provides that the 
Guam and CNMI offices will pool resources and conduct joint investigations 
regarding matters that affect consumers in both jurisdictions. 
 
“Our offices have already begun collaborating to address important consumer issues. 
For example, we sent a joint letter to the CEO of United Airlines to discuss the 
company’s subpar customer service,” stated Attorney General Manibusan. “This 
agreement solidifies our partnership and provides guiding principles for our joint 
efforts. I am looking forward to further collaboration with Attorney General Barrett-
Anderson. I am confident that our joint efforts will benefit the consumers of our 
islands.” 
 
Attorney General Calls For Expedited Implementation Of Chip And PIN 
 
CONTACT: Ryan Kriger, Assistant Attorney General, (802) 828-3170 
 
Attorney General William Sorrell joined with eight other state attorneys general in 
urging leadership of the nation's largest credit card issuers to speed up 
implementation of chip and PIN technology, which is widely considered a more 
secure means of processing credit card transactions than that used with traditional 
magnetic-stripe payment cards. 



 
The major credit card companies, including MasterCard, Visa, Discover Financial 
Services, Bank of America, Capital One, Citigroup, American Express and JP 
Morgan Chase, have collectively begun the nationwide transition to a system where 
cards contain chips and consumers must provide a signature to authenticate the 
transaction. The attorneys general are asking company leaders to move as soon as 
possible to a technology that requires that a transaction require both a card with a 
chip but also a customer PIN in lieu of the customer signature. Global experience 
shows that consumer credit card information is less likely to be compromised when a 
PIN, as opposed to a signature, is used with CHIP technology. Local businesses will 
benefit as the enhanced technology will minimize both possible harm to their 
reputations and loss of consumer trust as well as the financial risk that arises when 
their customers’ information is co-opted. 
 
“I applaud the industry’s recent move to providing CHIP technology to its credit card 
holders. Adding the PIN feature, the standard used throughout the world, will provide 
consumers even more security than a signature. Signatures are easily forged and often 
not even reviewed during a credit card transaction. Consumers deserve the most 
secure technology up front to avoid the many headaches and financial risks down the 
road that occur when a card is compromised and cancelled through no fault of the 
consumer,” said Attorney General Sorrell. 
 
Attorneys general from Connecticut, Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington and the District of Columbia joined in the letter. 
 
AG Brnovich Files Petition to Remove Commissioner Bitter Smith From Office 
  
Phoenix, AZ – Attorney General Mark Brnovich today filed a Petition for Special 
Action to remove Arizona Corporation Commissioner (“Commissioner”) Susan Bitter 
Smith from office. The Petition filed this morning in the Arizona Supreme Court is 
the result of an ongoing investigation regarding an alleged violation of a conflict of 
interest statute. The Attorney General's Office alleges Bitter Smith is ineligible to 
hold office because of her conflict of interest as a registered lobbyist and executive 
for a trade association of cable companies regulated by the Arizona Corporation 
Commission (“Commission”). 
 
“Arizonans deserve fair and impartial regulators,” said Attorney General Mark 
Brnovich. “We filed this case today to protect the integrity of the Commission and to 
restore the faith of Arizona voters in the electoral process. Arizona law clearly 
prohibits a Commissioner from receiving substantial compensation from companies 
regulated by the Commission.” 
 
On September 2, 2015, the Attorney General’s Office (“AGO”) launched an 
investigation into Bitter Smith after receiving a formal complaint against her. The 
AGO investigation found Bitter Smith receives over $150,000 per year for her trade 



association work, on top of her $79,500 salary as a Commissioner.  Arizona State 
Statute 40-101 prohibits Commissioners from being employed by or holding an 
official relationship to companies regulated by the Commission. The law also 
prohibits Commissioners from having a financial interest in regulated companies. 
Section 40-101 promotes ethics in government and prevents conflicts of interest. 
   
 Bitter Smith is the executive director and designated lobbyist for the Southwest 
Cable Communications Association, a trade association for cable companies in 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada. She is also registered as a lobbyist for two 
affiliates of Cox Communications. The other members of the trade association 
regulated by the Commission are affiliates of Comcast, Suddenlink, and Time 
Warner.  Bitter Smith’s salary constitutes 40-percent of SWCCA’s budget. She works 
as a “CEO” over all of SWCCA's operational aspects and as its designated and only 
lobbyist. 
 
The Commission regulates many public utilities in Arizona, including local telephone 
providers. Because cable companies or their affiliates offer telephone service, often as 
part of a “bundle” with television and Internet, they are regulated by the Commission. 
Commissioners are representatives of the people, elected to office with specific 
constitutional and statutory duties. They must be free of conflicts both at the point of 
election and during tenure in office. Bitter Smith’s conflicts existed at the time of her 
election in 2012 and continue to exist today, therefore, she cannot remedy them and 
must be removed from office. 
 
If you have additional questions, members of the media may contact Mia Garcia, 
Director of Media Relations at (602) 339-5895 or Mia.Garcia@azag.gov. 
 
 
Nevada attorney general program gives legal help for servicemen   
 
Nevada Attorney General Adam Laxalt on Wednesday formally launched a program 
to provide free legal assistance to members of the military, pointing to a service gap 
that arises because military lawyers are limited in their ability to help with civilian 
court matters and private attorneys are often too expensive for service members.  
 
At a news conference in Carson City, Laxalt marked the debut of the Office of 
Military Legal Assistance, which is believed to be the first attorney general-led 
program in the country that connects military members and veterans to pro bono legal 
services.  
 
“I am proud to honor these military heroes who have given so much in service to this 
country and state,” Laxalt said in a statement. “It is my hope that the Office of 
Military Legal Assistance will continue to expand its services and become a lasting 
legacy for the military families of Nevada.”  
 



The program is a response to military members who say one of their biggest unmet 
needs is affordable legal services. Laxalt said that when he was a Navy judge 
advocate general (JAG), he was restricted in assisting service members because they 
needed help from civilian lawyers practicing law in state courts.  
 
More than 100 lawyers have pledged to donate at least 10 hours to service members 
seeking help through the program. Applicants will be able to get help with civil 
matters including landlord/tenant disputes, consumer fraud problems and immigration 
issues.  
 
Military personnel seeking assistance should contact their local JAG for a referral, 
while veterans should contact the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
 
Laxalt announced in February that he’d assembled an advisory committee for the 
program that included representatives from the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, 
military bases in the state and several Nevada bar associations.  
 
Under pilot program status, the initiative has already taken up the cases of nearly 30 
service members, including one who said a lawyer working pro bono helped stave off 
an impending eviction.  
 
Nevada elected officials have praised the initiative, which Laxalt’s office is already 
sharing with attorneys general in other states in hopes of expanding the concept.  
 
“This innovative program should serve as an example to the rest of the country on 
how to get military communities the legal representation they need on issues, which, 
in many cases, may arise as a result of service to our nation,” said Nevada Republican 
Rep. Mark Amodei. 
 
Low Prices Deal Federal Minerals Revenue Hit to Rockies 
 
Prices for oil and natural gas have driven revenue down to the lowest point in five 
years 
 
By Mead Gruver, Associated Press  
 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. – Bad news for Rocky Mountain states with lots of fossil-fuel 
development on federal lands: Low prices for oil and natural gas have driven federal 
minerals revenue down to the lowest point in five years, even as oil and gas 
production booms nationwide. 
 
The federal Office of Natural Resources Revenue tracks federal revenue from sales of 
fossil fuels including oil and gas. Revenue from both offshore and onshore 
development nationwide over the 2015 federal fiscal year was $9.9 billion, down 26 



percent from 2014’s $13.4 billion, according to figures released by the agency this 
week. 
 
The federal government shares its minerals revenue with American Indian tribes and 
37 states with minerals development on federal land. 
  
Home to vast expanses of federal land and a top producer of oil, gas and coal, 
Wyoming gets a bigger slice than any other state by far. Wyoming’s share last year 
was $886 million, down from $1 billion the year before. 
 
Elsewhere in the region: 
 
— New Mexico, a top gas-drilling state, claimed $496 million in federal minerals 
revenue in 2015, down from $579 million in 2014; 
 
— Oil-rich Colorado claimed $124 million, down from $169 million; 
 
— Gas-rich Utah’s share was $116 million, down from $171 million; 
 
— Montana’s portion was $34 million, down from $37.7 million. 
 
Oil prices, especially, plunged over the second half of 2014. 
 
An onshore oil and gas boom brought about by hydraulic fracturing and other 
extraction technologies continues, however, as wells drilled when prices were 
relatively high continue to produce at high rates. The production volumes in turn help 
to keep prices low in the U.S. and worldwide. 
 
The low prices are primarily responsible for the drop-off in revenue, Office of 
Natural Resources Revenue spokesman Patrick Etchart said. 
 
This year, average oil prices have been down around $55 a barrel, compared to 
around $100 a barrel last year. Gas prices are down from about $4.30 to $3.10 per 
thousand cubic feet. 
 
Wyoming also is dealing with slack demand for coal, a power plant fuel suffering 
from competition from cheaper and cleaner-burning natural gas. 
 
No new coal is being leased for mining in the southern Powder River Basin and state 
officials project revenue from new coal leases will decline from $740 million in the 
state’s 2013-14 budget cycle to just $26 million in 2019-20. 
 
Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead has imposed a state hiring freeze and is considering other 
measures to deal with the expected shortfall. 



 
Newspapers may violate federal law by carrying marijuana ads, Postal Service 
warns 
 
PORTLAND — The U.S. Postal Service office in Portland delivered some 
potentially bad news last week to Northwest newspapers: If news outlets run ads for 
the region’s booming marijuana industry, they might be violating federal law. 
 
The Friday memo pointed out it was illegal “to place an ad in any publication with 
the purpose of seeking or offering illegally to receive, buy, or distribute a Schedule I 
controlled substance,” according to a copy sent to the editor-publisher of the Chinook 
Observer in Long Beach, Wash. 
 
“If an advertisement advocates the purchase of clinical marijuana through a Medical 
Marijuana Dispensary, it does not comply with” the law. 
 
The memo quickly caused confusion and concern among publishers whose 
newspapers have published ads for dispensaries and manufacturers in the region’s 
now two legal cannabis industries, medical and recreational marijuana. 
 
While Oregon voters legalized medical marijuana in 1998 and recreational marijuana 
for adult use in 2014, the plant is still illegal at the federal level. Any newspaper with 
pot ads would violate a federal law preventing advertising for illicit goods, the postal 
service said. 
 
That’s left publishers seeking answers in parts of Oregon, where medical marijuana 
shops exploded in number and later converted to recreational shops that use 
billboards, websites and news ads to showcase their products in a highly competitive 
market. 
 
If the postal service, which delivers newspapers for some subscribers, refused to 
deliver papers with marijuana ads in them, it could have a potential chilling effect on 
news outlets that are scrambling to find new revenue. 
 
“For our weekly in Washington state, Chinook Observer, it’s a large deal,” Steve 
Forrester, president and CEO of the EO Media Group, which publishes the Observer, 
said Tuesday. “They’re about a 6,000 circulation (paper). Half of it goes through the 
mail, which is true of a lot of rural weeklies.” 
 
Mark Scarborough, postmaster in Long Beach, delivered the news to the Observer 
and declined to comment on the memo, which he called a “reminder of existing 
federal law” that “was not a directive.” 
 



It wasn’t clear what provoked the reminder. A USPS spokesman only cited the 
federal law mentioned in the memo. 
 
Forrester said he has contacted the offices of Sen. Ron Wyden and Rep. Earl 
Blumenauer, both Oregon Democrats who are avid supporters of the marijuana 
legalization effort, and was waiting to hear back. 
 
Staff members for Blumenauer and Wyden confirmed the offices talked by phone 
with the U.S. Postal Service to hear more about the issue. They say they have asked 
for clarification from the agency on “what appears to be an outdated interpretation” 
of the law. 
 
“Both the senator and congressman expect an explanation as soon as possible and are 
committed to working toward a resolution that reflects the decision made by their 
constituents at the ballot box to legalize and regulate marijuana,” Hank Stern, a 
Wyden spokesman, said in an emailed statement. 
 
It wasn’t immediately clear how wide of an impact the memo would have on 
newspapers if they had to stop advertising for the state’s hundreds of marijuana 
businesses, said Laurie Hieb, executive director of the Oregon Newspaper Publishers 
Association. 
 
“There’s a lot of weeklies that are doing like Pamplin Media Group that deliver in the 
mail, but they choose not to do marijuana advertising for readership tolerance level 
reasons,” Hieb said. 
 
Mark Garber, president and publisher of the Portland Tribune, a Pamplin Media 
Group outlet, said Tuesday the paper had already decided it wouldn’t run ads 
promoting marijuana prior to the postal service memo. 
 
“We just want to adhere to the policies we think are promoting the health of Oregon,” 
Garber said in a message to The Bulletin. “And so we had already chosen with our 25 
papers not to have marijuana advertising.” 
 
Teresa Pearson, publisher of the Rogue River Press, a weekly Southern Oregon paper 
with a circulation of about 2,000, said the paper routinely runs ads for some of the 
region’s businesses that are affiliated with marijuana. 
 
“We have a lot of advertising where they say Herbal Resource Center. We would not 
have medical marijuana put on that ad,” Pearson said. “There are several herbal 
resource centers that sell different types of herbs and not just marijuana, so I guess 
that’s something to look into also, because I don’t know.” 
 



The Bulletin runs ads for marijuana businesses and that revenue “so far has been 
insignificant,” said Publisher John Costa. 
 
“We do use USPS for some home delivery, but again, the number is tiny,” Costa said, 
putting the number at just over 100 copies. 
 
Hieb said that although the newspaper publishers group is looking for legal clarity on 
the issue, she’s advising members not to run marijuana ads if they use the postal 
service for some delivery, fearing USPS could “seize all papers.” 
 
“It seems to me like they’re being warned, which means they’re going to keep an eye 
out,” Hieb said. 
 
“For our weekly in Washington state, Chinook Observer, it’s a large deal. They’re 
about a 6,000 circulation (paper). Half of it goes through the mail, which is true of a 
lot of rural weeklies.” 
 
Steve Forrester 
 
 


