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Schuette Issues 2015 Human Trafficking Commission Report 
 

LANSING – Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette has released the 2015 Michigan Human 

Trafficking Commission Annual Report to the governor and legislature, highlighting the important 

work the commission has accomplished and setting the stage to continue the fight against this form of 

modern slavery. 

 

“Human trafficking has been one of my top priorities since taking office. The challenging nature of 

these cases require a focus on the victims and the desperate circumstances they find themselves in,” 

said Schuette. “And my office has worked closely with law enforcement across the State of Michigan 

to prosecute traffickers in our state and put an end to their trade.” 

 

Over the last year, the Human Trafficking Commission worked on the following: 

 

Developed recommended legislative changes involving human trafficking, including increasing the 

penalty for sex traffickers and allow victims to clear prostitution-related juvenile convictions; 

Began development of expanded human trafficking training videos to educate medical professionals 

on the mental and physical signs of human trafficking with the Wayne, Macomb, and Oakland 

County Medical Societies ; 

Gathered information to assist victim service agencies identify safe locations for human trafficking 

victims; 

Identified grants for local and state law enforcement, medical professionals and others to assist in 

countering human trafficking. 

The full 2015 Michigan Human Trafficking Commission Report is available at the bottom of this 

press release. 

 

The next meeting of the Michigan Human Trafficking Commission will be on April 26, 2016, 

followed by meetings on July 27 and November 2, 2016. 

 

Michigan Human Trafficking Commission 

 

In 2014, several bills recommended by Michigan's first-ever Commission on Human Trafficking 

passed the Michigan legislature and were signed into law. The Commission-recommended bills 

included measures to provide ‘safe harbor' for victims of human trafficking, strengthen the tools of 

law enforcement to hold traffickers accountable, and, 2014 PA 325 created a standing Michigan 

Human Trafficking Commission within the Department of Attorney General to continue the work of 

the first Michigan Human Trafficking Commission. The Commission is comprised of representatives 

from government, law enforcement, medical professionals and advocates. 

 

Human Trafficking in Michigan 

 

Second only to drug trafficking, human trafficking is the fastest-growing and second-largest criminal 

industry in the world. Victims of human trafficking are in bondage through force, fraud or coercion, 

solely for the purpose of sex or labor exploitation. Children are especially vulnerable, and existing 

data sources strongly suggest that the current reported human trafficking statistics do not provide a 

complete picture of the prevalence of human trafficking in Michigan. 

 



Upon taking office in 2011, Schuette launched the state's first Human Trafficking Unit in the 

Attorney General's Office to prosecute human traffickers under state law. Since 2011, eleven people 

have been charged with human trafficking by the Department of Attorney General. 

 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has also had an active presence in human trafficking cases in 

Michigan. In October of 2015, 19 underage victims were recovered and 12 pimps were arrested in the 

Detroit metro area as part of the FBI’s Operation Cross County IX. 

 

Schuette served as one of ten attorneys general nationwide selected to lead the National Association 

of Attorneys General (NAAG) Presidential Initiative on Combating Human Trafficking, called Pillars 

of Hope. Schuette works closely with his colleagues to craft a coordinated national strategy to combat 

human trafficking, including efforts to prosecute offenders, assist victims, analyze the impact of this 

crime and raise public awareness nationwide. 

 

Washington Legislature OKs Bill About Montana Coal Plants 
 

Puget Sound Energy would put money aside to cover future decommissioning and remediation costs 

of the power plants in Colstrip 

 

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Washington state’s largest utility would be able to create a fund to pay for the 

eventual shutdown of two coal-powered electricity plants in Montana under a bill approved by the 

Legislature on Friday. 

 

Senate Bill 6248 sailed through the House on a 92-5 vote after being easily passed by the Senate in 

February. It now heads to Gov. Jay Inslee’s desk, where it can be signed into law. 

 

The bill would let Puget Sound Energy put money aside to cover future decommissioning and 

remediation costs of the power plants in Colstrip, Montana, if they’re closed after 2023. The Colstrip 

Power Plant has four units, and the utility owns half of the older Colstrip Units 1 and 2. 

 

Rep. Jeff Morris, D-Mount Vernon, said the Legislature should start putting money away now for the 

eventual shutdown. Morris sponsored the House version of the measure. 

 

“This money should be protected from being swept by future utility commissions,” he said during 

debate on the floor. 

 

Colstrip is a company town, with a population of 2,300. The plant employs hundreds of people, and 

four lawmakers from the state told a Washington Senate committee recently that even a partial 

shutdown would create huge economic consequences for the city and industrial users in Montana that 

depend on the plant’s cheap power. 

 

The bill initially called for closing Units 1 and 2, but was amended. 

 

The four units emit 13.5 million metric tons of greenhouse gases annually, according to the EPA, 

making it the fifteenth biggest producer of greenhouse gases in the country. Units 1 and 2 are the 

biggest polluters. 

 

It’s likely the plant won’t be shut down for another generation, said Rep. Norma Smith, R-Clinton, 

adding that passing the bill was important because “those of us who have benefited from that low cost 

power” can “accept responsibility for our consumption.” 

 



Rep. Bruce Chandler, R- Granger, joined three other Republicans and one Democrat in voting against 

the bill. He said closing the two plants might not go according to the plan passed by the Legislature’s. 

 

“It could end up being far more expensive and take quite a bit longer than what the Legislature is 

expecting,” he said in an interview. 

 

Puget Sound Energy has said shutting down the plants and cleaning them up would cost between 

$130 million and $200 million. Six companies own the Colstrip plant, but none of them are 

headquartered in Montana. 
 

Oregon moves to cut ties to coal power, Colstrip 
 

Tom Lutey For the Independent Record  

Larry Mayer, for the Independent Record 

 

Colstrip faces an uncertain future as coal mining and coal-fired power generation are challenged by 

competing energy sources and clean-air rules. 

 

BILLINGS -- Colstrip just keeps losing customers. 

 

Oregon lawmakers have instructed that state’s largest utilities to cut the cord on coal power in the 

next 19 years, a move that will pull roughly 600,000 homes from Colstrip’s customer base. 

 

The decision, made Wednesday, is expected to become law with the signature of Oregon Gov. Kate 

Brown, a Democrat. Dubbed the “Clean Electricity and Coal Transition” plan, Oregon Senate Bill 

1546B doesn’t mention Colstrip specifically, but targets Pacific Power and Portland General Electric, 

both of which share ownership of Colstrip Units 3 and 4. 

 

“For PGE, we can’t service our customers from coal generated energy after 2035,” said Steve 

Corson, PGE spokesman. “We have a minor share in the Colstrip plants. We own 20 percent of three 

and four.” 

 

PGE’s share is worth about 300 megawatts, enough to electrify 300,000 homes. The company will 

have to decide later what to do with its Colstrip share, Corson said. The company persuaded 

lawmakers to give the company until 2035 to comply, specifically because its minority share in 

Colstrip limits its say in the power plant’s future. Initially, the plan called for PGE to end its coal 

power dependence by 2030. 

 

Pacific Power’s share is of similar size, but its challenges for complying with the Oregon 

Legislature’s directive are much easier than PGE’s. Pacific has customers in six states and enough 

non-coal energy to service Oregon. The coal power Oregon lawmakers want out of its state, will 

simply go to Pacific customers in Idaho, California, Washington, Wyoming or Utah, the company 

told The Gazette. 

 

Because of Pacific’s easier path to compliance, Oregon lawmakers gave the utility less time than 

PGE. Pacific has to stop sending coal to Oregon by 2030. 

 

The Oregon plan casts a new shadow of doubt over Colstrip’s already shaky future. In Washington 

state, Puget Sound Energy, which has 1.1 million customers and owns half of Colstrip Units 1 and 2, 

is under pressure to shutter the power generation facility’s two oldest steam plants. 

 



Washington’s Legislature is working on a Colstrip exit plan for Puget Sound Energy that would get 

the utility out of southeast Montana within eight years. 

 

The state’s Utility and Transportation Commission instructed the Puget Sound Energy to come up 

with a price for decommissioning Units 1 and 2. And last month Puget Sound Energy set the price tag 

on shutting down the units and cleaning up their environmental mess at $130 million to $200 million. 

 

Puget Sound’s scenario would involve making it worthwhile for co-owner Talen Energy to 

participate. Talen and the Puget Sound Energy share ownership of Units 1 and 2 equally. 

 

Both in Washington and Oregon, the drive to get out of Colstrip comes from consumers and 

environmentalists who want nothing to do with coal-fired power because of worries about climate 

change and public health. 

 

The Colstrip Power Plant is the nation's 15th-largest producer of greenhouse gases, emitting 13.5 

million metric tons annually, according to the EPA. Units 1 and 2 are its oldest and biggest polluters. 

 

Proponents of the Oregon’s clean electricity plan say the legislation will reduce the carbon pollution 

in western states by 30 million metric tons, equal to taking 6.4 million cars off the road. 

 

Montana Sen. Duane Ankney, R-Colstrip, said he doesn’t think the proponents of cutting coal power 

to Oregon and Washington are being honest with ratepayers about how much the move will cost. 

 

“If the Washington people want to cut coal by wire, then fine. They have that right to do what they’re 

going to do,” Ankney said. “But damn, tell them what it’s going to cost.” 

 

Colstrip Power Plant is serviced by a company town of the same name, with little purpose other than 

mining and burning coal to power Pacific Northwest cities. 
 

Legislation to Categorically Outlaw Synthetic Drugs Passes Both Chambers 
 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Attorney General Pam Bondi today thanked the members of the Florida 

Senate for voting unanimously to pass SB 1528, sponsored by Senator Wilton Simpson, that will 

allow for categorically outlawing synthetic drugs. Florida House unanimously voted last week in 

favor of the companion bill HB 1347, sponsored by Representative Clay Ingram. 

 

“Thank you Senator Simpson, Representative Ingram and all the members of our great legislature for 

voting to pass this life saving legislation that will allow us to categorically outlaw synthetic drugs as a 

whole,” said Attorney General Bondi. “This legislation will help bolster our efforts to combat the 

growing threat of synthetic drug use, keep these dangerous drugs off store shelves and out of the 

hands of Florida’s youth.” 

 

“Today, the Florida Legislature unanimously approved legislation that will keep newly created 

synthetic drugs out of the hands of our children. I stand with Attorney General Pam Bondi and the 

entire Florida legislature in our continued commitment to keeping these synthetic drugs off of our 

streets,” said Senator Simpson. 

 

“HB 1347 is a product of more than five years of work with Attorney General Pam Bondi and the 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement. With the passage of this bill, Florida will finally be able to 

keep pace with the manufactures of these constantly changing and potentially deadly synthetic 

drugs,” said Representative Ingram. 

 



Having passed favorably in both the House and Senate, this legislation will now go before Governor 

Rick Scott. 

 

Synthetic drugs can be deadly and pose a serious threat to Florida communities. When used, synthetic 

drugs hijack the key part of the brain controlling critical functions such as temperature control, food 

intake, perception, memory and problem solving. Since taking office, Attorney General Bondi has 

worked with state lawmakers to ban 136 chemical compounds commonly used to produce synthetic 

drugs. The important legislation passed today will outlaw synthetic drugs, through the use of a 

classification system, not just individually identified compounds. 

 

AG asks US Supreme Court to decline pharmacy rules case 
 

Pharmacies objected to dispensing emergency contraceptives 

 

SEATTLE — Attorney General Bob Ferguson today asked the United States Supreme Court to 

decline to review a case challenging state rules ensuring patients have timely access to medication, 

including emergency contraceptives. The argument was made in a brief filed with the high court. 

 

After a unanimous ruling in the state’s favor by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in July 2015, the 

plaintiffs in Stormans v. Wiesman filed a petition for review with the high court. 

 

The challenged rules, adopted by the Washington Board of Pharmacy (now the Pharmacy 

Commission), require that pharmacies ensure patients have timely access to medication. The 

plaintiffs allege that the rules violate the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment. 

 

“The appeals court decision keeps decisions regarding medical care, including reproductive rights, 

where they belong: between a patient and his or her medical professionals,” said Ferguson. “That 

unanimous ruling should stand.” 

 

The brief outlines inaccuracies in the plaintiffs’ petition for review and argues that there is no basis 

for the Supreme Court to grant review. In particular, the Attorney General asserts, the court of 

appeals correctly resolved the issues in the case, and in doing so created no disagreement with other 

courts. If the Supreme Court agrees with the state’s view and declines to hear the appeal, this long-

running case will finally come to a close. 

 

Case background 

 

This case, formerly known as Stormans v. Selecky, has a long history. The rules at issue were 

adopted by the Washington Board of Pharmacy in 2007, after a lengthy process of discussion and 

public comment. 

 

Stormans, Inc., doing business as Ralph’s Thriftway, and two pharmacists who work elsewhere sued 

in federal court shortly after the rules were adopted. The plaintiffs objected to stocking and 

dispensing the emergency contraceptives Plan B and ella. 

 

At the trial level, in 2007, Judge Ronald B. Leighton of the federal District Court for the Western 

District of Washington concluded that the rules violated the First Amendment by impinging on the 

plaintiffs’ exercise of their religion. Judge Leighton issued a preliminary injunction blocking the rules 

from being enforced. 

 

The state appealed, and in 2009 the Ninth Circuit reversed the preliminary injunction, concluding that 

the rules did not discriminate on the basis of religion and thus should be reviewed under the “rational 



basis” test, which asks whether the state has any rational basis for the rules. The Ninth Circuit sent 

the case back to Judge Leighton for review under this standard. 

 

Judge Leighton concluded, however, that rational basis review did not apply, and in 2012 conducted 

a trial. Although nothing about the rules had changed since the Ninth Circuit’s 2009 ruling and the 

rules had not been enforced in the interim, Judge Leighton again concluded that the rules violated the 

First Amendment by impinging on the plaintiffs’ exercise of their religion. 

 

The state appealed that decision in 2012. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals unanimously reversed 

the lower court ruling, agreeing that the rules are neutral and generally applicable. 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court will likely decide whether to hear the case by the end of April. 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL LAXALT FILES EXPEDITED OPENING BRIEF IN 

NEVADA SUPREME COURT DEFENDING NEVADA’S EDUCATION 

CHOICE PROGRAM 
 

To Assist With an Expedited Hearing, the State Filed its Brief 99 Days Early 

 

Carson City, NV – On Friday, Nevada Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt filed an opening brief in 

the Nevada Supreme Court asking to reverse a lower court’s ruling that halted Nevada’s Education 

Savings Account (ESA) program. The ESA program, designed to give more educational options to 

families in Nevada, provides funds to parents and students who wish to pursue their educational 

needs outside of the public school system, including through private schooling, tutoring, test taking, 

textbooks or online learning. At the request of AG Laxalt, the deadline for filing the states’ opening 

brief was expedited from 120 days to 21 days. 

 

Two lawsuits challenged Nevada’s ESA program. The filed brief in this case addresses the second 

lawsuit backed by the Education Law Center headquartered in Newark, New Jersey. The lower court 

in this suit rejected two of the plaintiffs’ constitutional challenges, but agreed with plaintiffs that the 

ESA program impermissibly spends funds that the legislature has earmarked for public schools. 

Nevada’s brief argues that the ESA program does not, in fact, rely on money set aside for the public 

schools, and that Nevada’s Constitution broadly empowers the Legislature to “encourage education” 

by “all suitable means,” including the ESA program. The brief also contrasts the plaintiffs’ inability 

to demonstrate any concrete harm that they will experience if the ESA program goes into effect. It 

also details the very real harm that thousands of Nevada families are now experiencing as a result of 

the delay and uncertainty imposed when the lower court stopped the ESA program. 

 

“This injunction has disrupted more than 4,000 Nevada families who hoped to benefit from this 

innovative program,” said Laxalt. “While I believe the harm cited by the plaintiffs is pure conjecture 

at best, my Office continues to work diligently to get a final answer on the constitutionality of ESAs 

as quickly and efficiently as possible.” 

 

Plaintiffs filed their complaint in this case in September, one month after the first ESA challenge was 

filed in Las Vegas. Motions to dismiss and to preliminary enjoin the program were quickly briefed 

and argued in both cases, and district court in this case issued a decision in January 2016. AG Laxalt 

filed an appeal to the Nevada Supreme Court that same month, and requested an expedited briefing 

schedule, which the Court granted. Briefing will be concluded in early April, more than three months 

in advance of a normal briefing schedule, and the Court will set a date for arguments thereafter. The 

parties are waiting for a decision from the district court in the other ESA challenge in Las Vegas. 

 



AG Reyes Applauds Jury Verdict in FLDS Case 
 

SALT LAKE CITY March 7, 2016 — The Utah Attorney General applauds the jury verdict in the 

Department of Justice case against Colorado City and Hildale. 

 

“This is an important step toward ensuring that citizens in Hildale and Colorado City are treated 

equally by the cities regardless of their religious beliefs,” said Attorney General Sean D. Reyes. 

“Over the past several years, residents outside the FLDS fold along with former members of the 

FLDS faith, have complained of discriminatory treatment by city officials. Many former members 

left or were expelled because of their criticism of Warren Jeffs and certain practices under his 

leadership. We feel for the victims and hope this verdict will begin to allow change in the 

communities and alleviate to some degree the sense of oppression many have endured. 

 

“The DOJ case complements our own efforts.  The Court recently appointed an independent receiver 

to monitor Twin City Waterworks in Utah, an entity that has been accused of funneling money to the 

FLDS Church instead of using money generated from the sale of water to improve water distribution 

and expand water sources for the community. Our office continually works to address complaints in 

the Short Creek area, partnering with local, state and federal agencies on issues ranging from law 

enforcement to education and human services.” 

 

The court will now consider what remedies are appropriate to address the systemic constitutional 

violations the jury identified. The remedy the federal court fashions to address law enforcement 

violating citizens’ Constitutional rights will be closely watched by the Attorney General’s Office. 

One possible remedy would be disbanding the current Marshal’s Office and replacing it with county 

sheriffs.  The Attorney General has supported disbanding the marshal’s office if adequate law 

enforcement resources can be found as a replacement. 

 

ANIMAL WELFARE HOTLINE GIVES NORTH CAROLINIANS NEW TOOL 

TO REPORT ANIMAL CRUELTY, AG COOPER SAYS 
 

Submit reports of physical harm to animals to AG’s Office by phone, website and mail 

Raleigh: North Carolinians now have a new tool to report animal cruelty, Attorney General Roy 

Cooper announced today. 

 

“As a pet owner, I understand how important it is that our animal companions get the care they 

need,” Cooper said. “I encourage North Carolinians to use this new tool if they have information to 

report about animals being harmed.” 

 

Cruelty toward animals is illegal under state law. North Carolinians can report animals experiencing 

physical harm under the care of an individual, pet shop, kennel or animal shelter to the North 

Carolina Attorney General’s Animal Welfare Hotline. 

 

Under North Carolina law, acts of animal cruelty include wounding, injuring, tormenting or killing an 

animal, depriving an animal of necessary nourishment, or causing any of these things to occur to an 

animal. 

 

To file a report with the Animal Welfare Hotline: 

Visit ncdoj.gov and complete the online animal welfare complaint form. 

Call 1-855-290-6915 toll-free within North Carolina. 

Submit a complaint by mail to: 

P.O. Box 629 



Attention: Animal Welfare Hotline 

Raleigh, NC 27602 

 

State lawmakers created the Animal Welfare Hotline during the 2015 session of the NC General 

Assembly and placed it in the Attorney General’s Office effective March 1, 2016. 

 

The Attorney General’s Office will review animal welfare complaints submitted via the hotline and 

refer them when applicable to the appropriate authority. Depending on the details of the complaint, 

local animal control officials, the local Sheriff, or the N.C. Department of Agriculture may have the 

authority to take action. 

 

People who contact the Animal Welfare Hotline are also welcome to share their animal cruelty 

concerns directly with their local animal control or Sheriff’s Office.   

 

Legislation Increasing Criminal Penalties for Animal Abuse to be heard before 

House/Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 

Increases Penalties from Two Years to Five Years for the Malicious Injury to or Killing of Animals 

 

Legislation filed at the request of Attorney General Peter F. Kilmartin that would increase criminal 

penalties for malicious injury to or killing of animals is scheduled to be heard today (Tuesday, March 

8, 2016) before both the House and Senate Judiciary Committees. 

 

The legislation (H7317/S2658) is sponsored by Representative William O'Brien (D., District 54- 

North Providence) and Senate Majority Leader Dominick J. Ruggerio (D., District 4, North 

Providence, Providence). 

 

This act amends section 4-1-5 ("malicious injury to or killing of animals") by increasing the 

imprisonment penalty for violation from no than two years to no more than five years. Currently, at 

least 30 jurisdictions have longer imprisonment periods for malicious injury or killing of animals. Of 

those 30 jurisdictions, 21 jurisdictions have an imprisonment period of five years or more and 17 of 

the jurisdictions' imprisonment periods are up to five years. The act also increases the community 

service requirement from 10 hours to fifty 50 hours. 

 

With animal cruelty reports and investigations on the rise and rigorous prosecution of these cases, it 

has been clear that there is a need to increase the imprisonment penalty for these victim-based crimes. 

In fact, just last year, a defendant was sentenced to serve the full two years of the statutorily imposed 

sentence for maliciously injuring a pit bull puppy. 

 

The increase in cases is a reflection of changing societal attitudes, greater awareness, and better 

education of law enforcement to recognize animal abuse. The Office of Attorney General provides 

training to the municipal and state police training academies. 

 

"In many instances, the defendant charged with felony animal abuse has seen previous contact with 

the criminal justice system, most commonly for domestic violence offenses," said Attorney General 

Kilmartin. "The abuse towards a helpless, innocent animal is deplorable, and strict penalties are 

warranted. I commend Majority Leader Ruggerio and Representative O'Brien for their continued 

efforts to protect animals with this legislation." 

 

"There must be serious repercussions for the cowardly and malicious acts of abusing, torturing, and 

killing a defenseless and innocent animal," said Senate Majority Leader Dominick J. Ruggerio (D-



Dist. 4, North Providence, Providence). "Violent actions must be met with harsh penalties and I hope 

by increasing the severity of these punishments, more of our animals will be protected from the 

viciousness that is still sadly prevalent in our society toward some animals." 

 

"It takes an especially cold and cruel type of human being to attack a vulnerable and helpless animal 

and I hope this legislation can not only deter future attacks but also bring some sort of justice to those 

animals who are victims of needless and abhorrent abuse," said Rep. William W. O'Brien (D-Dist. 

54, North Providence). 

 

Studies continue to show that those who physically torment and kill animals are inclined to commit 

further violent acts towards humans. In fact, in October of 2014, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

announced that they will now be categorizing these crimes as a Group A crime that also includes 

homicide, arson and assault. This is due to the continued link between violent offenders who have 

histories of repeated acts of animal cruelty. In addition, American Humane Association reports that 

seventy one perfect of pet owning women who entered a shelter for relief reported that their abuser 

injured or killed their animal and thirty two percent reported that their children have injured or killed 

animals. 

 

The legislation passed the Senate last year and enjoys the support of the Defenders of Animals, 

Volunteer Services of Animals, the RISPCA, the Potter League, and the Ocean State Animal 

Coalition. 

 

Texas Attorney General Paxton, FanDuel Announce Settlement; Daily Sports Site 

Will Cease Paid Operations in Texas in May 
 

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton today announced Texas has reached a settlement with online 

daily fantasy sports site FanDuel, under which the company will stop accepting paid entries for cash 

prizes in the state on May 2. This agreement follows Attorney General Paxton’s January 19 opinion 

stating that paid online daily fantasy sports contests, like those FanDuel operates, are illegal under 

current Texas law. 

 

“I commend FanDuel for responsibly and pro-actively working with us to reach this settlement,” 

Attorney General Ken Paxton said. “This will spare both the company and the taxpayers of Texas the 

expense of an extensive lawsuit that I believe would only affirm what my office has already 

determined.” 

 

Unlike some other states, Texas law only requires “partial chance” for something to be gambling; it 

does not require that chance predominate. Traditional fantasy sports leagues that are not operated by 

a third party for revenue are, as a general rule, legal under Texas law. In those leagues, participants 

generally split any pot amongst themselves, so there is no house that takes a cut.          

 

FanDuel will continue to operate its free games in Texas, but will stop accepting paid contest entries 

on May 2. In return, the Office of the Attorney General agrees not to take any legal action against 

FanDuel in connection with the operation of its contests. 

 


