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Fake kidnapping scam targets Coloradans with relatives in Mexico 
Officials say tracking offenders in phone scams is a challenge 
 
By Yesenia Robles, The Denver Post 
 
Law enforcement officials are looking out for a new scam — virtual kidnapping — that targets 
people in Colorado who have relatives in Mexico. 
 
The Aurora Police Department has taken three reports since December where people have wired 
money supposedly to pay a ransom for a kidnapped relative. Later, the people learn their 
relatives were never actually kidnapped. 
 
The Mexican consulate has received two official reports of the same scam in the last two years. 
 
Officials say the scam may be underreported. 
 
Diana Cooley, a spokeswoman for Aurora police, said these investigations are always difficult 
and in this case the investigation is at a standstill. 
 
"They're calling from Mexico so we're assuming they are in Mexico," Cooley said. "It makes it 
very difficult for us to even find a suspect. We don't get to that point where we can charge." 
 
The Colorado Attorney General's office said while the cases are difficult, the partnerships their 
office has formed with Mexican authorities ensure it should not be impossible. 
 
"We don't want it to deter us that it may be out of our country," said Cynthia Coffman, state 
attorney general. "We don't want folks to think they can get away with a crime just because they 
are in Mexico, if the victims are in Colorado." 
 
But when it comes to phone scams like this, the state has not been successful in charging or 
prosecuting someone at fault, she said. 
 
Coffman said her office has received reports of similar scams — like callers pretending to be a 
relative in trouble and in need of money — but has not had reports of the scam targeting those 
with family in Mexico. 
 
"Folks who have come from Mexico legally or illegally are less apt to talk to law enforcement," 
Coffman said. "They look for vulnerable populations." 
 
In the last year, Coffman said the attorney general's office has reached out to the Hispanic 
community by hiring Spanish-speaking operators who can take consumer complaints, using 
translated forms and by using Spanish-language media to make announcements. 
 
Officials from the Mexican consulate in Denver also cited an agreement they signed with the 
United States Attorney's Office and the Colorado Attorney General to calm fears that people in 
the U.S. illegally can report crimes without necessarily facing deportation. 
 



"These are disturbing calls when people get them," Coffman said. "It's really important to tell 
folks in your family and particularly older adults if they get a call like this to know there is this 
scam so they can remain calm." 
 
Yesenia Robles: 303-954-1372, yrobles@denverpost.com or @yeseniarobles 
 
D.C. Attorney General Introduces Bill to Combat Immigration-Services 
Fraud  
Posted by Andrew Giambrone  
 
On Friday, D.C. Attorney General Karl Racine announced that his office submitted legislation to 
the D.C. Council that seeks to reduce instances of alleged fraudsters fiscally preying on 
immigrants. 
 
The Immigration Services Protection Act—modeled after a law in Maryland—targets what's 
known as notario fraud, where people who purport to have legal expertise lure immigrants into 
paying for their services, often for hundreds of dollars. The Office of the Attorney General notes 
that the bill came out of a working group of local and federal agencies as well as advocates 
sharing best practices. 
 
"We have seen individuals and businesses falsely advertising themselves as notarios and taking 
advantage of the District's Spanish-speaking immigrant communities," Raicne said in a 
statement. "This legislation gives us more tools to ensure that immigrants won't be defrauded out 
of their money or get stuck with the potentially devastating consequences of incorrect 
immigration advice." 
 
City Desk has requested a copy of the legislation from OAG. A release notes that the bill allows 
"only licensed attorneys, individuals qualified under federal law, non-profit organizations, and 
legal clinics to perform immigration services." It also mandates that providers be paid after the 
legal services have been rendered, as well as "contractual requirements that protect consumers," 
per the release. 
 
Violators found to have breached the proposed law would be fined under D.C.'s Consumer 
Protection Procedures Act, OAG says. People who believe they've suffered immigration-services 
fraud can contact OAG at 202-442-9828. 
 
Update 3:10 p.m.: The legislation carves out requirements for and restrictions on non-licensed 
"immigration services providers," according to a copy of it OAG furnished to City Desk. For 
example, such providers must draw up written contracts with clients including "an itemization of 
all fees to be charged" as well as a stipulation that "the provider shall return any documents 
provided by the client at the client's request, even in the event of a fee dispute." 
 
The bill lays out misdemeanor charges for violations, which entail fines of up to $3,000 or 
imprisonment of up to half a year, in addition to civil penalties. 
 
Cracking Down on Companies Trying to Scam Oregon Businesses 
 
Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum and Oregon Secretary of State Jeanne Atkins today 
announced a settlement against a fraudulent company, “Oregon State Compliance”, that sent 
Oregon businesses a fake invoice. The phony invoice was made to look like it was from the State 
of Oregon. The invoice claimed it was for a labor law poster, but what the businesses did not 



know is that the state actually provides the poster for free online. Almost 300 businesses paid the 
fraudulent $84 invoice for the poster. 
 
In total, 293 Oregon businesses paid $24,740.70 to the company. Through this settlement, all of 
the companies that paid the fake invoice will get their full money back. The “Oregon State 
Compliance” company is also permanently banned from doing any future business in the state of 
Oregon. 
 
“Fortunately, we caught this company early, and we can prevent more Oregon businesses from 
becoming victims of this old scam that came with a new twist,” said Attorney General 
Rosenblum. “Before making an unexpected payment, it’s important that businesses always 
review any solicitations that they receive ‘out of the blue’.” 
 
"Last September, savvy businesses began reporting to my office that they had received a 
suspicious looking solicitation from a company in Florida,” Secretary Atkins said. “Today’s 
settlement is a warning to other bad actors that these scams will not be tolerated in Oregon.” 
 
The fraudulent invoice contained state law citations, important dates, a bar code and the name of 
the newly incorporated business. In Oregon, businesses are obligated to post information about 
minimum wage, family leave and employee rights. However, employers will never receive a bill 
from the State of Oregon requiring payment for these free postings. 
 
The investigation began after an Oregonian filed a consumer complaint with the Oregon 
Department of Justice’s consumer complaint hotline. The consumer had recently incorporated his 
business with the Oregon Secretary of State’s office, and had received an invoice that looked 
phony. 
 
Businesses that believe they have also been scammed, or have questions about this scam, can 
contact the Oregon Attorney General’s Consumer Complaint hotline at OregonConsumer.gov. 
 
Contact: 
 
Kristina Edmunson, Department of Justice, Kristina.Edmunson@doj.state.or.us, 503-378-6002 
 
Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Issues Bulletin to California Law 
Enforcement Agencies Detailing Eviction Protections for Californians 
 
   LOS ANGELES – Attorney General Kamala D. Harris today issued an information bulletin to 
California law enforcement agencies to reinforce integral eviction procedures under the 
California Homeowner Bill of Rights. Under current California law, occupants of a foreclosed 
property who are not named in eviction documents - such as tenants - can present a “Claim of 
Right to Possession” form to temporarily stop the eviction process up to and including when the 
Sheriff comes to remove them from the property. 
 
Following the 2012 national mortgage settlement, Attorney General Harris sponsored the 
landmark California Homeowner Bill of Rights (HBOR), which took effect on January 1, 2013. 
The legislation package included additional protections for homeowners and tenants facing 
foreclosure. Although HBOR has been in effect since 2013, advocacy groups have reported cases 
in which Sheriffs proceed with the eviction process despite being presented with a Claim of 
Right to Possession form. This bulletin provides guidance for Sheriffs performing evictions 
following a foreclosure.  



“This bulletin clarifies integral protections and due process available under the Homeowner Bill 
of Rights,” said Attorney General Harris.  “I sponsored this bill to provide a fair process for 
vulnerable Californians who are facing the loss of their homes. I thank the advocacy 
organizations for their tireless work on behalf of those affected by the foreclosure crisis." 
 
Prior to HBOR, occupants who were not named in an Unlawful Detainer Complaint were 
required to respond to a “Prejudgment Claim of Right to Possession” within 10 days of service. 
This is no longer the case.  Under HBOR, certain post-foreclosure occupants, such as tenants, 
can temporarily stop the eviction process by presenting a Claim of Right to Possession, including 
at the time of the lockout, to the Sheriff at the property. Once a claim is presented, the Sheriff 
should take no further action until notified by the court.  The bulletin further instructs Sheriffs on 
how to respond when presented with a Claim of Right to Possession.  
 
“HBOR provides critical protections for tenants in foreclosed properties.  Western Center on 
Law & Poverty is grateful to the Attorney General for providing guidance to the sheriffs who 
play a key role in implementing these protections and ensuring that innocent tenants will not be 
evicted without notice,” said Madeline S. Howard, Senior Staff Attorney at the Western Center 
on Law and Poverty.  
 
“Over 1 million California tenants suffered displacement after their landlords’ foreclosure from 
2008-2012.  The tenant protections of HBOR helped address this crisis, and the Claim of Right 
to Possession gave tenants a new tool to assert their rights. However, many tenants have had 
difficulty using this procedure because it was new and education was limited.  Tenants Together 
believes that this Bulletin will significantly improve the use of the Claim of Right to Possession 
and ensure that Sheriffs across the state are able to properly follow the legal process,” said Leah 
Simon-Weisberg, Legal Director at Tenants Together.  
 
Western Center and Tenants Together have received calls asking for assistance with the 
prejudgment claim process and reports of post-foreclosure eviction abuse from tenants in the 
Central Valley, Inland Empire, and the San Francisco Bay Area.  
 
Attorney General Harris has worked to ensure that California’s homeowners are treated fairly 
and with consideration during the foreclosure process. In 2011, she created the Mortgage Fraud 
Strike Force, which was tasked with the responsibility to investigate and prosecute misconduct 
related to aspects of the mortgage process. In February 2012, Attorney General Harris secured 
more than $20 billion for struggling California homeowners from the nation’s five largest banks. 
 
The Attorney General has also taken steps to improve relations between the public and law 
enforcement agencies. In 2015, she directed a review of her Division of Law Enforcement's 
policies on implicit bias and the use of force. Following the 90-day Review, Attorney General 
Harris created the first POST-certified course on Procedural Justice and Implicit Bias in the 
United States. In 2016, she sponsored legislation that would create a stand-alone course for peace 
officers on principled policing, procedural justice and implicit bias. She later formed the 21st 
Century Policing Working Group, which has convened several times to discuss its current 
progress and strategies to improve policing policies to fit the needs of today.   In addition, 
Attorney General Harris sent a bulletin to law enforcement making clear that federal immigration 
detainers are voluntary and that law enforcement agencies should direct resources in a manner 
that best serves their community. 
 
 



Four Arrested & Indicted in Craigslist Employment Scam Targeting College 
Students 
 
Contact: Mia Garcia (602) 339-5895 or Mia.Garcia@azag.gov 
  
BREAKING: Four Arrested & Indicted in Craigslist Employment Scam Targeting College 
Students 
 
PHOENIX – Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced a State Grand Jury indicted 
four individuals in connection with a Craigslist employment and credit improvement scam. 
Twelve victims have been identified. Most of the victims were in their twenties and looking for 
part-time work while going to school. 
  
This morning, AZAG Special Agents arrested Brothers Aaron Blodgett and Matthew Blodgett, 
and their associates Zoran Vuckovic and Damir Karadascevic. The defendants allegedly posted 
“help wanted ads” on Craigslist for clerical and administrative jobs.  Those who responded to the 
ads were interviewed and told they needed better credit to get the job. Some victims were told 
they needed better credit scores because all employees were considered investors in the 
company. 
 
The defendants allegedly encouraged the victims to obtain loans from various banks and provide 
the loan money to the defendants. The victims claim the defendants told them they would repay 
the loans and help improve the victims’ credit.  The defendants allegedly provided the victims 
with fake pay stubs and scripts of what to tell the banks.  
 
According to the indictment, after the victims obtained loans and provided the money to the 
defendants, the defendants failed to pay the loans off. The loans soon went into default and the 
victims’ credit scores deteriorated. More than $118,000 was allegedly stolen from the 12 victims. 
The employment opportunities reportedly did not involve legitimate businesses. 
  
All four defendants are facing charges of Conspiracy, Illegally Conducting an Enterprise, 
Fraudulent Schemes and Artifices, Theft, and Securities Fraud.  Additionally, the Blodgett 
Brothers are charged with the sale of unregistered securities, transactions by unregistered dealers 
and salesmen, and money laundering.  
  
Special Agent Annalisa Madsen of the Arizona Attorney General's Office Special Investigation 
Section investigated this case. 
  
Assistant Attorney General Andy Kvesic is prosecuting this matter.  
  
All defendants are presumed innocent until convicted in a court of law. 
 
For additional information, members of the media may contact Mia Garcia, Director of Media 
Relations at (602) 339-5895 or Mia.Garcia@azag.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Mia.Garcia@azag.gov


ONLINE CAR TITLE LENDER BANNED FROM NC FOR UNLAWFUL 
LOANS, AG SAYS 
 
Borrowers hit with 257 percent APR, hidden balloon payments, quick repossession of their cars 
Raleigh: An online car title lender that charged outrageous interest rates and took consumers’ 
cars with little or no warning is now banned from making loans in North Carolina, Attorney 
General Roy Cooper said today. 
 
“Families who need a little extra money to deal with an illness or a layoff deserve a fair loan, not 
a rip off,” Cooper said. “North Carolina has long made illegal these expensive loans with 
excessive interest rates, and my office is here to enforce the law for consumers.” 
 
Cooper filed suit last week against the lender, which does business as Autoloans, Car Loan, 
Sovereign Lending Solutions and Title Loan America, for charging North Carolina consumers 
average interest rates of 257 percent on loans of $1,000 to $2,500. Title loans are small dollar 
loans secured by consumers’ car titles. State law caps interest rates on such loans at 30 percent 
for licensed lenders and at 16 percent for unlicensed lenders, such as the defendants. 
 
Under an order signed by Wake County Superior Court Judge Donald W. Stephens, while the 
lawsuit is underway the company and its owners are barred from: making or collecting on loans 
in North Carolina; repossessing, selling or placing liens on any car owned by a North Carolina 
consumer; destroying records; and spending or transferring any money. Cooper is seeking a 
permanent ban on the defendants’ illegal lending business, cancellation of previous loans and 
liens, and refunds for North Carolina consumers. 
 
According to the Attorney General’s investigation, the title lender has operated since 2012 under 
various names and appears to be based in Florida, although to evade lending laws the business 
incorporated in the Cook Islands, New Zealand and previously claimed affiliation with a Native 
American tribe in Michigan. 
 
As alleged in the complaint filed with the court, at least 700 North Carolina consumers took out 
title loans from the defendants. In addition to charging sky-high annual interest rates of 161 
percent to 575 percent, most of the loans included payments on interest only for the first 11 
months and a final balloon payment larger than the original loan amount. This came as a shock to 
many borrowers because the lender often misstated interest rates, withheld details of the loan, 
and failed to give consumers a copy of their written loan agreement. 
 
The lawsuit contends that when consumers couldn’t make the onerous payments, the defendants 
repossessed their cars illegally. The lender sent borrowers a GPS tracker to install on their cars 
and placed a lien on their car titles. If a consumer paid late or missed a payment, the defendants 
used the GPS tracker to find and repossess the consumer’s car.  
 
Consumer affidavits filed with the lawsuit show the impact of the illegal lending scheme: 
A Greensboro couple took out a loan from Title Loan America to help with medical expenses. 
They paid nearly $3,400 on a $2,000 loan but were told they owed an additional balloon payment 
of $1,700—which they hadn’t known because they never received a copy of the loan agreement. 
When the couple couldn’t make the unexpected payment, the defendants repossessed their car 
while they were taking their daughter to school and sold the car at auction. 
 
A Garner man borrowed $1,250 from the defendants after his in-laws became ill and needed to 
move in with him. He paid more than $4,000 on the loan but was told he owed nearly $4,500 



more. He asked for an extension because he didn’t want to lose his car, but the defendants still 
towed it and sold it. 
 
A Burgaw family facing foreclosure on their home turned to the defendants for a $2,900 loan 
with what they were told was an interest rate of 18 percent and a final balloon payment of $531. 
Months later, after repeatedly requesting a copy of the loan agreement, they learned their loan 
actually came with an interest rate of 218 percent and a final payment of $3,531. When they 
complained, the defendants threatened that they knew where the family lived and would come 
take their car. The family had to move their car to keep it safe. 
 
The Attorney General’s Office has mailed letters to consumers who took out loans from the 
defendants to make them aware that the defendants cannot collect payments or repossess cars 
under the current court order. The office has also written towing companies and automobile 
auction houses that have previously done business with the defendants to notify them about the 
court’s order. 
 
A total of eight consumers have complained to the Attorney General’s Consumer Protection 
Division about the defendants’ unfair loans to date. To file a consumer complaint, call 1-877-5-
NO-SCAM toll-free within state or use the online complaint form at ncdoj.gov. 
 
“Consumers who are desperate for quick cash may feel pressured to overlook the warning signs 
of a bad loan,” Cooper said. “If you need a small loan, talk to multiple lenders, get everything in 
writing and review it carefully before you sign.” 
 
Contact:  Noelle Talley 
Phone:    919/716-6413 
 
Nevada Attorney General argues challenge to vouchers program doesn't 
violate constitution 
 
The Attorney General’s office filed a brief Friday arguing the legislative vouchers program — 
the so-called educational Savings Accounts law — doesn’t violate the state constitution. 
 
Instead, the 49-page brief argues that opponents of the ESA law “would challenge longstanding 
Nevada law and practice and sweep away much more.” 
 
The AG has asked the Supreme Court to lift the injunction preventing the state Treasurer’s office 
from releasing the $5,100 per student to pay for private school tuition. 
 
Opponents have argued the program diverts money from public schools to private schools for the 
rich, taking away money the public school system needs for all students. 
The injunction was ordered by Carson District Judge James Wilson who agreed with opponents 
allowing the money to be released would irreparably damage their case because there’s no way 
to get it back. 
 
Wilson said the Nevada Supreme Court long ago ruled the legislature is barred from using the 
state’s education money “for any purpose except that immediately connected with the public 
school system.” 
 
Attorney General Adam Laxalt argued in the brief filed late Friday the state has long authorized 
spending General Fund money to encourage education outside the public school system. 



The Friday brief says the money appropriated for public education isn’t restricted to just public 
schools, that the money can be used for all programs to educate children. 
 
His brief said lawmakers are entitled to “provide for education through any means the 
Legislature deems suitable” — including the ESA/vouchers program. 
 
“The per pupil funding system confirms that the point of the appropriation is to educate children, 
not to fund public schools,” the brief argues. 
 
The brief says opposing arguments the state constitution forbids “funding non-public systems,” 
flies in the face of the state constitution that “empowers the Legislature to encourage education 
by all suitable means.” 
 
The brief also argues lawmakers knew what they were doing when they enacted the vouchers 
program and the courts were required to give deference to those decisions, assuming they were 
constitutional. 
 
Attorney General Reaches Agreement to Terminate Paid Daily Fantasy 
Sports Contests in Idaho 
 
(Boise) – Attorney General Lawrence Wasden says executives of two companies offering 
various paid Daily Fantasy Sports contests have agreed to quit providing those contests to 
consumers in Idaho. 
 
The agreement with DraftKings Inc., and FanDuel Inc., two of the nation’s biggest companies 
offering paid fantasy sports contests, was reached after three months of negotiations, Wasden 
said. 
Under terms of the agreement, the companies, as of May 1, 2016, will not allow any consumers 
based in Idaho to participate in any of their daily paid online fantasy football, baseball, 
basketball and other sports contests. 
 
Both DraftKings and FanDuel have agreed to process requests by Idaho participants to withdraw 
their account balances in a timely manner. The companies will monitor Idaho players based on 
geoblocking technology or through IP addresses. 
 
“The concern I have is that the paid daily sports offerings provided by these companies 
constitute gambling under Idaho law,” Attorney General Wasden said. “I have a duty to enforce 
and uphold that law.  I commend the companies for negotiating in good faith and agreeing not to 
make these contests available in Idaho.” 
 
Wasden began a review of the companies and their websites in January amid concerns regarding 
the legality of the daily fantasy sports contests offered by those companies.  The Idaho 
Constitution prohibits gambling except for the state lottery, pari-mutuel betting as well as bingo 
and raffle games. 
 
“Idaho defines gambling, in part, as risking money or other thing of value for gain that is 
contingent in whole or part upon chance or the outcome of an event, including a sporting event,” 
Wasden said. “My concern is that the daily fantasy sports offerings my office reviewed require 
participants to risk money for a cash prize contingent upon individual athletes’ collective 
performances in various future sporting events. As I see it, this falls within Idaho’s definition of 
gambling.” 



Nothing in the agreement precludes FanDuel or DraftKings from offering free daily fantasy 
sports leagues or other free contests that offer prizes to players in Idaho. 
 
The agreement signed by both companies also provides a path to resume offering paid fantasy 
sports contests to Idaho consumers, including the Idaho Legislature changing the law to allow for 
and regulate such contests. Paid daily fantasy sports contests could also resume if a court with 
authority and jurisdiction in Idaho rules in favor of any form of such contests. 
 
The companies can also restart offering such contests at any time, but executives have agreed to 
provide the Attorney General written notice 30 days prior to doing so.  The notice serves to give 
the Attorney General time to evaluate the proposed contests to determine whether they comply 
with Idaho law. 
 
The agreement does not constitute an admission of liability or evidence of wrongdoing by the 
companies, Wasden said. 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL CYNTHIA H. COFFMAN COMMENTS ON 
COLORADO SUPREME COURT HYRDRAULIC FRACTURING 
RULINGS 
 
DENVER- Today, the Colorado Supreme Court invalidated two voter-approved hydraulic 
fracturing bans enacted by the cities of Longmont and Fort Collins. The Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission was a party to the Longmont case, which involved a permanent ban, 
and was represented by attorneys in the Office of the Attorney General. The State was not a party 
to the Fort Collins case, which involved a five-year moratorium. 
  
“As the Supreme Court recognized today, Colorado has ‘a strong interest in the uniform 
regulation’ of oil and gas operations, and local attempts to ban hydraulic fracturing undermine 
the interests of the State as a whole,” said Attorney General Cynthia H. Coffman. “The State has 
always balanced the need to protect our environment with the desire to encourage robust 
economic development. Sadly, I fear today’s ruling will not end this divisive debate and instead 
some activists will continue to push anti-development initiatives undermining the State’s record 
of local cooperation on these policy issues.” 
  
The Supreme Court held that both state and local governments have an interest in the regulation 
of oil and gas operations, and that local prohibitions conflict with comprehensive state 
regulations. The Court explained that State law furthers Colorado’s “interest in the efficient and 
responsible development of oil and gas resources” and its “strong interest in the uniform 
regulation of fracking.” 


