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Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Issues Consumer Alert Advising 
Students What to Look Out for when Applying for Student Loans 
    
LOS ANGELES – As students prepare to enroll in college this year and take out loans to pay for 
higher education, Attorney General Kamala D. Harris issued the following tips, encouraging 
Californians to know all the facts—and avoid potentially harmful scams—before taking on or 
paying off substantial student loans.   
 
In advance of enrolling in a college or university, students should thoroughly research the types 
of financial aid they may qualify for and determine which loans, scholarships, grants, or work-
study programs would be most beneficial to their personal situation.   Student borrowers should 
be aware of factors that may impact their ability to repay student loans, such as changing the 
status of student enrollment, future job prospects, the amount of interest accruing on loans, and 
any loan prepayment penalties.           
 
Students should also be cautious of private companies that charge for what would normally be 
free student loan services.  Certain companies may impose fees for assisting with federal student 
loan consolidation or in submitting the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 
without disclosing that such services are actually free.  Student borrowers are strongly 
encouraged to use free student loan resources to avoid being charged unfair and unnecessary 
fees. 
 
Consumers who take on student loans should be sure to make their payments on time.  Contact 
the student loan servicer promptly to discuss options if repayment of loans becomes difficult.  
Eligible borrowers may be able to lower monthly payments or may be eligible for loan 
deferment, forbearance, or cancellation.  Late payments could adversely affect credit scores and 
harm future ability to make purchases or qualify for additional credit.     
 
What to look out for 
 
The Attorney General offers student borrowers the following tips in order to educate themselves 
and take advantage of resources regarding student loans: 
 
Before taking on a student loan, research the types of financial aid that are available and consider 
ways to lower the cost of higher education programs.  To the extent possible, carefully consider 
job prospects, including salary information, in deciding whether and how to take out student 
loans. 
Do not sign a loan document electronically without first reviewing and understanding the terms 
of the loan agreement.  Make sure to understand how much money is being loaned, the interest 
rate of the loan, and when the loan will need to be repaid.  Inquire about the available options if 
loan payments cannot be made on time (which can come up during periods of unemployment, 
economic hardship, or enrollment in a graduate program). 
 
Be aware of the differences between federal and private student loans.  Federal student loans 
may offer lower, fixed interest rates, while private student loans may have higher, variable 
interest rates.  Additionally, federal student loans generally do not need to be repaid until the 
student graduates and loan consolidation and income-based or other more flexible repayment 
plans may be available.  In contrast, private student loans may need to be repaid while the 
student is still in school and may not offer deferment or forbearance options.     



Be wary of private companies that charge a fee for assisting with filling out and submitting the 
FAFSA.  Such companies are unaffiliated with the government.  The U.S. Department of 
Education provides free assistance with filling out the FAFSA. 
 
Beware of companies that charge an application fee and monthly fees for assisting with 
consolidating federal student loan debt.  Consolidating federal student loans is FREE through the 
Federal Direct Consolidation Program.  The loan consolidation process combines several federal 
student loans into just one loan.  Consolidated loans may be eligible for various repayment plans, 
including income-driven repayment plans.  
 
Ask about the student loan’s grace period and be aware that the grace period may change 
depending on circumstances.  Engaging in active military duty, returning to school, and 
consolidating loans may alter grace periods.  Make sure to stay in contact with student loan 
servicers to stay informed regarding the repayment time frame. 
 
Defaulting on student loans will adversely affect credit and will impede the ability to make 
purchases down the road.  It is important to stay in touch with student loan servicers, especially 
if there is a difficulty in making timely payments. 
 
HELPFUL RESOURCES 
 
The U.S. Department of Education provides information on the types of federal aid available to 
students.  The website includes basic eligibility requirements for federal aid.  Additionally, the 
FAFSA4caster assists consumers with calculating the amount of federal student aid for which 
they are eligible. 
 
The U.S. Department of Education offers a comparison of federal student loans and private 
student loans.  
 
The Federal Student Aid website also helps student borrowers learn about federal loan 
consolidation before applying for consolidation.  Students who have questions regarding the loan 
consolidation process can contact the Loan Consolidation Information Call Center at (800) 557-
7392.  
 
Finally, the Federal Student Aid website has information on scholarship opportunities that may 
help students fund their educational goals.  
 
What to do if you are the victim of a STUDENT LOAN scam 
 
The Office of the Inspector General at the U.S. Department of Education investigates education 
programs and collects complaints regarding fraud or schemes related to the misuse of federal 
student aid.  If you are the victim of a student financial aid scam, please contact the Office of 
Inspector General’s hotline. 
 
The California Department of Justice protects the rights of consumers and collects complaints on 
student loan scams in order to identify patterns of wrongful activity.  To submit a complaint to 
the California Department of Justice regarding a student loan scam, please use one of the 
following complaint forms: 
 
English: https://oag.ca.gov/contact/consumer-complaint-against-business-or-company.   
 
En Español: http://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/contact/business_corpform_sp.pdf? 



 
中文: http://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/contact/business_corpform_chin.pdf?  
 
Tiếng Việt: http://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/contact/business_corpform_viet.pdf? 
 
AG Schimel Improves Transparency with Launch of New Data Dashboards 
 
MADISON – Today, Attorney General Brad Schimel announced the launch of the Wisconsin 
Department of Justice’s online data dashboards, the first step in replacing an outdated website 
and making criminal justice data more accessible to the public. 
  
“Good government relies on transparency and openness and I’m excited to give our partners in 
law enforcement, members of the media, and all Wisconsinites a new window into our state’s 
crime data,” Attorney General Schimel said. “This is the first step in an ongoing DOJ initiative to 
provide crime data to the public in an easily-digestible and user-friendly manner. We welcome 
comments, suggestions, and feedback on these new dashboards so we can continue to improve 
the services we provide to the community.” 
  
The Wisconsin Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Information and Analysis (BJIA) has 
worked diligently to develop these new, interactive grant-funded dashboards, which provide the 
ability to view offense and arrest data sorted by crime type, time period, and geography, 
including statewide, by county, and by agency. The dashboard and underlying data files can also 
be downloaded for further analysis. 
  
Additional data and new dashboards will be added to the BJIA page of the DOJ website in the 
coming months, including a breakdown of arrests by race, gender, and age, expanded sexual 
assault and homicide data, crime rates and other additional details based on the Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) data.   The data will be refreshed monthly because crime data are dynamic, and 
dashboards better capture the changing nature of the data as compared to static reports. 
Currently, data for the years 2010-2014 are available through the dashboards. 
  
To view the dashboards or to contact the Bureau of Justice Information and Analysis, please 
visit: https://www.doj.state.wi.us/dles/bureau-justice-information-and-analysis 
 
Montana attorney general says crime victims need more help 
 
MISSOULA, Mont. (AP) — Montana Attorney General Tim Fox says the state needs to do more 
to fight violent crime. 
 
Fox said crime statistics show there are five aggravated assaults a day, a rape every 23 hours and 
a homicide every 14 days in Montana. 
 
"There are lives behind these statistics. We're committed to ensuring the needs of crime victims 
are met," he said. "We simply can't allow this to happen. Too much is at stake in our 
communities." 
Victims say authorities often dismiss their reports of crimes and not enough is being done to 
ensure violent suspects are prosecuted, the Missoulian reported. 
 
Debra Ricci said police refused to take her seriously 13 years ago when she told them a man tried 
to strangle her. The man was later arrested, but the charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 

https://www.doj.state.wi.us/dles/bureau-justice-information-and-analysis


Office of Consumer Protection and Victims Services director Matthew Dale said more needs to 
be done to support victims of crime. 
 
One proposed program would notify victims of changes in the status of convicts in the criminal 
justice system, such as a release from custody or posting of bail. It would also notify them of any 
court hearings. 
 
Victims are already being provided cards that include a victim's permanent order of protection, 
including a photo of the perpetrator and details on all of the people covered by the order. Having 
the card prevents having to carry a full legal document with them at all times. 
 
The attorney general said the state law enforcement academy has put more focus on training 
officers to be better at conducting interviews with victims and assuring them that their reports are 
being taken seriously. 
 
"Those people are then more apt to self-report and be willing to press charges and enter the 
justice system," Fox said. 
 
Heroin Overdose Confirmed and Attorney General Jackley Calls for 
Methamphetamine and Heroin Public Awareness Campaign   
  
PIERRE, S.D.-  Attorney General Marty Jackley confirms a heroin overdose  has taken the life 
of Nathan Herman, 34, Selby. 
 
 “The national heroin epidemic is impacting South Dakota. The addiction to heroin is devastating 
and we must be vigilant in keeping this deadly drug out of our State,” said Jackley. “Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the Herman family during this difficult time.” 
 
The addiction to heroin commonly begins with prescription opiate abuse. Both heroin and opiate 
addiction impacts the lives of so many individuals.  Every single economic level is at risk and it 
does not target a particular gender or specific age group. 
 
“The time to act is now and we cannot wait to see a further increase in arrests or overdoses to 
implement a public awareness campaign to include both methamphetamine and heroin. South 
Dakota suffered 42 accidental drug overdose deaths in 2014, several of which heroin was a 
contributing factor. An effective awareness campaign must include a collective effort from 
community service groups, law enforcement, the school system, parents and the private sector. 
We are working with stakeholders to develop a cost-effective outreach campaign,” added 
Jackley.  
 
South Dakota law enforcement has seen an increase in heroin activity including cases that 
confirm movement of heroin into South Dakota from Colorado and Oregon. There have also 
been some cases involving the sale of heroin through the U.S. Postal Service. Law enforcement 
continues to be proactive in their efforts to prevent the availability of heroin in the state. 
 
The Attorney General’s Office sponsored legislation in 2015 that would enable all first 
responders to carry naloxone, a medicine to reverse the effects of opioid overdoses. Having 
naloxone available is a cost-effective way to save lives especially to our rural first responders. As 
Attorney General I have authorized the use of available drug control funds to assist units of local 
government and first responders with the purchase of the Narcan agent. 
 



AG: Methadone Clinics Should Report to Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program  
Prescribers need to know if patients are getting narcotics from other health providers  
 
Albuquerque, NM – Attorney General Hector Balderas and 32 other attorneys general sent a 
letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia Burwell urging the federal government to 
require methadone clinics to register, to query and to fully use Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Programs. New Mexico prescribers need to know if patients are getting narcotics from other 
health providers in order to screen out drug seekers and refer them to substance abuse treatment 
instead of giving them more opioids or benzodiazepines. New Mexico has some of the highest 
rates of opioid addiction and abuse in the nation.  
 
“Opioid addiction is devastating children, families and communities around New Mexico so we 
must work to together to ensure doctors and prescribers have the right information to prevent 
abuse,” said Attorney General Balderas. “The federal government must act so doctors can screen 
out drug seekers and get those struggling with addiction the treatment they need.” 
 
Schuette Secures Conviction in Abandoned Detroit Rape Kit Case 
 
LANSING – Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette today announced the conviction of Alan 
Donnell Broadnax, 56, of Detroit, on one count Criminal Sexual Conduct-First Degree for the 
2008 rape of a then 18-year-old Metro-Detroit woman, which took place in Oakland County. 
This case involves one of the over 10,000 sexual assault kits (SAK) that were left untested for 
years in a Detroit Police warehouse. It was the first case the Attorney General’s office has 
received as a result of the Wayne County Sexual Assault Kit Task Force. 
 
“This conviction is long overdue and much deserved justice for the victim in this case,” said 
Schuette. “I will continue to work with Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy, and county 
prosecutors across the state until we have held these criminals who believe they have gotten 
away with a crime accountable for their actions.” 
 
Broadnax is scheduled to be sentenced on May 9  at 8:30 a.m. before Judge Patrick O'Brien. 
 
Schuette has requested for Broadnax to be sentenced as a Habitual Offender under Violent 
Offense-Fourth Felony (VO-4). The VO-4 habitual offender law, championed by Schuette, 
allows prosecutors to require a minimum 25-year sentence for certain repeat offenders who have 
committed four felonies while progressing to more violent crimes. 
 
Case Background 
 
Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy referred this case to the Attorney General’s office in 
relation to the Wayne County Sexual Assault Kit Task Force because the assault occurred 
outside of Wayne County.           
 
The victim in the case was knocked unconscious by Broadnax and sexually assaulted at a 
Southfield home. After being forced to walk home, she immediately reported the rape to the 
Hamtramck police. Since the victim could not remember the exact address of the house where 
the alleged assault took place, her sexual assault kit ended up in the Detroit Police storage 
facility where it languished until the kits were discovered in 2009. 
 
Ongoing Efforts to Bring Justice for Victims, Strengthen Public Safety 



In 2009, more than 11,000 untested sexual assault kits dating back more than 30 years were 
discovered in a Detroit Police Department property storage facility, each holding the potential to 
solve multiple crimes, including those committed by serial rapists.  The MSP’s Forensic Science 
Division has been instrumental in the laboratory analysis of sexual assault kits by working with 
privately contracted laboratories, the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office, and the Detroit Police 
Department, on efforts to test the remaining sexual assault kits.  On September 2, 2015 Gov. 
Snyder and Prosecutor Worthy announced the testing of the shelved sexual assault kits had been 
completed. 
 
Michigan victims of sexual violence are encouraged to call the national sexual assault hotline 
toll-free, 1-800-656-HOPE.  All calls are confidential, and will be answered by a local 
counseling center affiliated with the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN).  
Assistance is also available online at www.rainn.org. 
 
Attorney General Laxalt’s Opposition to Proposed EPA Rule Successfully 
Protects Nevada from Federal Overreach 
  
Carson City, NV – Nevada Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt applauded a decision by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to withdraw a proposed rule that would have created 
regulations for competitive racing vehicles not driven on public streets. 
  
On April 4, AG Laxalt, together with seven other attorneys general, sent a letter to the EPA 
urging the agency to withdraw the proposed rule. The letter details concerns over the agency’s 
proposed requirement that certified motor vehicles, engines and emission control devices remain 
in their factory-certified configuration. The EPA’s proposed regulations would have applied to 
activities such as National Hot Rod Association racing, drag racing, autocross and Le Mans 
Series racing, and would have outlawed many of the products made, sold and installed by 
manufacturers, retailers and technicians in Nevada, and elsewhere. The letter shows how 
Congress never intended to regulate competitive racing vehicles when passing the Clean Air Act 
in 1970. 
  
“This coalition of attorneys general was assembled to protect manufacturers, retailers, 
technicians, and consumers from federal overreach,” said Laxalt. “In Nevada, Sparks is home to 
one of the three world’s largest retailer of performance racing parts, and in 2014, consumers 
spent a total of $36 billion nationwide on automotive specialty equipment parts and accessories. I 
am pleased that the EPA heard the concerns of attorneys general across the country and 
recognized the impact this rule would have had on stock car and drag racing in Nevada and other 
states.” 
 
EPA proposal to regulate race car conversions dropped after outcry 
By Gary Gastelu 
FoxNews.com 
Racers, feel free to keep starting your engines…for now. 
 
The EPA has removed a paragraph from newly-proposed automotive emissions regulations that 
critics complained would make it illegal to modify the pollution controls of street legal cars to 
convert them into race cars. 
 
The language was included in a rules package primarily aimed at regulating medium and heavy 
duty truck emissions and read: 
 

http://www.rainn.org/


“Certified motor vehicles and motor vehicle engines and their emission control devices must 
remain in their certified configuration even if they are used solely for competition or if they 
become non-road vehicles or engines.” 
 
The Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA), which represents the automotive 
aftermarket parts industry, raised the issue with its members and the racing community in 
February. Over 168,000 people signed a petition asking the White House to withdraw the 
proposal, and a bipartisan, though largely Republican-supported bill called the Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports Act of 2016 (RPM Act) was introduced in Congress that would 
expressly permit street to race car conversions. 
 
Earlier this month, the House Oversight Committee was briefed on the topic by the EPA, which 
followed up on Friday by announcing that it was dropping the section from the proposal. 
 
The agency wrote to the Committee that it “EPA’s focus is not on vehicles built or used 
exclusively for racing, but on companies that don’t play by the rules and that make and sell 
products that disable pollution controls on motor vehicles used on public roads.” 
 
SEMA, however, is not satisfied with the change. It says the EPA is attempting to “assert new-
found authority under the Clean Air Act to regulate modification of vehicles for use in 
competition,” and continues to urge it supporters to write their Senators and Representatives to 
press for passage of the RPM Act or similar clarifying legislation. 
 
Oklahoma's attorney general continues effort to overturn Colorado's 
marijuana law 
BY Robert Boczkiewicz, for The Oklahoman  
 
DENVER — Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is trying a new tactic in his fight to have 
Colorado's legalization of recreational use of marijuana overturned. 
 
Pruitt and his Nebraska counterpart are asking an appeals court to allow them to join a court case 
that may decide whether federal law against marijuana pre-empts Colorado's legalization. 
 
The two attorneys general on Thursday jointly asked the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to 
allow them to intervene in the case. Opponents of legalized marijuana are pursuing that case at 
the Denver-based appeals court. 
 
The appeal seeks to overturn a lower court decision. It concluded the opponents had no right to 
sue on their claim that federal law preempts Colorado's legalization. 
 
The Oklahoma and Nebraska attorneys general contend that marijuana coming from Colorado 
has burdened law enforcement authorities in their two states, where marijuana is illegal. 
 
Protecting citizens 
 
“Because the people of Nebraska and Oklahoma have determined the marijuana is harmful and 
should be illegal, Nebraska and Oklahoma have a duty to protect their citizens from the 
continuing harms resulting from Colorado's illegal activities,” the attorneys general wrote in 
Thursday's request to the appeals court. 
 



The two states' request to join the appeal is a new tactic after the U.S. Supreme Court on March 
21 refused to allow them to sue Colorado. 
 
Thursday's filing states that some defendants in the pending appeal opposes the request of 
Oklahoma and Nebraska to intervene in it. Those defendants are officials of Pueblo County, 
Colo., who have licensed marijuana businesses in that county. 
 
The appellate judges are not expected to decide before late this month whether to allow the two 
attorneys general to join the case and submit arguments against Colorado's position. The 
appellate judges are not expected to decide until at least later this year a basic issue of the appeal: 
whether federal law pre-empts Colorado's legalization. 
 
One opponent who sued in the case that is on appeal is Safe Streets Alliance, a national 
organization based in Washington, D.C., that supports enforcement of federal drug laws. Another 
opponent who sued owns land adjacent to a pot grow site in Pueblo County. 
 
Comparison failed 
 
In their unsuccessful effort at the Supreme Court, Oklahoma and Nebraska likened Colorado to a 
drug cartel that is causing drug-related problems in their states and others. 
 
Colorado voters in 2012 approved a state constitutional amendment that allows, with restrictions, 
recreational use of marijuana. The state has a regulated process for cultivation and distribution. 
 
The state and local governments raise revenue from marijuana users and businesses. 
 
Cannabis-Themed Ads By General Mills Ahead of 4/20 Generate Optimism, 
Frustration 
  
By John Schroyer 
 
When the $18 billion global food giant General Mills started targeting Denver cannabis 
consumers with ads for a line of frozen snacks recently, local marijuana professionals took 
notice. 
 
One executive even snapped a photo of a large billboard that promotes the snacks – Totino’s 
Pizza Rolls – by referencing the 4/20 cannabis holiday. 
 
 
“I caught one on Colfax Avenue, so I took a picture of it and said, ‘It looks like we’ve really 
gone mainstream with this Totino’s Pizza Roll billboard,'” Joe Hodas, the chief marketing officer 
at infused products maker Dixie Brands, told Marijuana Business Daily. 
 
The bold advertising move, which includes billboards and ads on buses that include slogans such 
as “Stock Up B4/20,” is both promising and frustrating for those in the marijuana industry. 
 
On one hand, it shows how large mainstream companies are starting to take the cannabis market 
seriously. 
 



On the other hand, the fact that General Mills can target marijuana consumers via multiple 
billboards and city buses around Denver while cannabis companies in most states are largely 
barred from doing so highlights the uneven playing field for MJ businesses. 
 
The Totino’s ads even spurred a discussion among Dixie’s marketing staff over just this issue. 
 
“We were talking about it all weekend,” Hodas said. “In a bad way, (it’s) ironic for all of us now 
because you have a mainstream brand that can advertise on the backs of legalization. But we 
companies, as pioneers having paved the way for this, none of us can advertise our products on a 
billboard.” 
 
This isn’t the first time Totino’s, which is owned by global food giant General Mills, has tried to 
appeal to marijuana consumers. 
 
On April 20 a year ago, the official Totino’s Twitter account posted multiple jokes and cannabis-
themed ads online, including references to such marijuana sayings as “wake and bake,” “hot 
box,” and “roll your own.” 
 
Other mainstream companies have tried to make inroads with cannabis consumers by utilizing 
cultural jokes and phrases. 
 
But while Totino’s may not be the first mainstream company to dip its toes into cannabis-related 
advertising, the number of billboards and other ads that it paid for in the Denver metro area may 
very well be a milestone. 
 
“I seem to recall one other time that I saw (something similar), but not en masse,” said Ean Seeb, 
co-founder of the cannabis retailer Denver Relief, who also drove by one of the Totino’s 
billboards on Tuesday and has seen them on the sides of city buses. 
 
Seeb added that the Regional Transportation District, which operates bus services in the Denver 
metro area, must have had to approve the ads knowing that they reference marijuana. 
 
General Mills did not respond to multiple requests for comment from Marijuana Business Daily, 
so it’s unclear just how many ads the company paid for around Denver, how much it invested in 
the ad campaign, or if it’s posting similar ads in states other than Colorado. 
 
“I wish the same opportunities were afforded to those of us who are actually in the industry,” 
Seeb said. 
 
Policy analyst Andrew Livingston, who works for the Denver cannabis law firm Vicente 
Sederberg, said advertising and marketing restrictions vary greatly across the state depending on 
local ordinances, but the umbrella state law is quite restrictive by itself. 
 
“The only big public billboard or sign that you can have under state law is the one on your zoned 
lot,” Livingston said. 
 
For plant-touching companies such as retailers or edibles makers that want to advertise in print 
or online, he said, the bar is that the company must be ready to present “reliable evidence” that 
no more than 30% of that outlet’s audience is under 21 years old. 
 
That’s not an easy threshold to meet, and the consequence is there’s a real dearth of actual 
marijuana-related ads in the public domain. 



Other states have similarly strict advertising limitations. 
 
One of the ways cannabis companies try to work around such limitations in Colorado, Livingston 
said, is by sponsoring things such as highway cleanups. Doing so gets their names on small signs 
on the side of the highway. 
 
“It’s a frustrating issue, (but) I applaud a company like General Mills that isn’t banned from 
advertising” trying to target the cannabis crowd, Seeb said, adding that he’s certain the Totino’s 
marketing ploy won’t be the last such gimmick to appear in states with legal cannabis. 
 
John Schroyer can be reached at johns@mjbizdaily.com 
 


