
Announcing Kevin St. John Joins Bell Giftos LLC 
 
Bell Giftos is very proud to announce the addition of its newest partner, Kevin St. John. Named a Leader in 
the Law by Wisconsin Law Journal, Kevin is a seasoned litigator and a proven problem-solver. His depth 
of experience will prove invaluable to managing client challenges, resolving client disputes, and winning 
client cases. 
 
Kevin was formerly Wisconsin’s Deputy Attorney General where he was responsible for the executive 
oversight and management of approximately 100 lawyers. Since concluding his government service earlier 
this year, Kevin has been operating St. John Law, LLC.    
 
Kevin’s practice will primarily focus on litigation and appellate advocacy. In addition, Kevin will provide 
strategic counsel for entities intersecting with state and federal government agencies and general counsel 
services for trade associations and small businesses.     
 
Kevin joins the firm’s existing partners, Roisin H. Bell and John N. Giftos, who founded the firm in 2012 
with an uncompromising commitment to create a “go-to” law firm that provides exceptional client service 
through a team of hard-working, dedicated and knowledgeable professionals. Effective November 1, 2015, 
the firm will be known as Bell Giftos St. John LLC.  
 
Arizona OAG donates to Soudelor recovery efforts 
 
By Press Release  | Posted on Nov 02 2015 
 
On behalf of Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, CNMI Attorney General Edward Manibusan 
presented a check to Karidat Social Services to help in the recovery efforts after Typhoon Soudelor.  
 
Karidat executive director Lauri B. Ogumoro and administrative officer Judy Pangelinan were on hand to 
accept the donation.  
 
In a letter to Manibusan, Brnovich said: “As attorneys general we must work together as often as possible 
to not only achieve justice, but also to provide assistance to our friends in need. The recent typhoon [on] 
Saipan was a tragedy and the good people of the Arizona Attorney General’s Office were eager to provide 
assistance to help out friends in the Northern Mariana Islands. 
 
“I look forward to a lasting relationship with Attorney General Manibusan and wish the good people of 
Saipan and the surrounding area the best of luck as they work to rebuild their lives and their communities.”  
 
Hickenlooper to challenge attorney general's Clean Power Plan lawsuit 
Governor says he is concerned by Cynthia Coffman's joining multi-state EPA lawsuit 
 
By Jesse Paul 
The Denver Post 
 
Gov. John Hickenlooper said Monday he will seek the state Supreme Court's opinion on the legality of 
Attorney General Cynthia Coffman's lawsuit to stop implementation of the Clean Power Plan. 
 
"This notion of everyone suing all the time every time you disagree with a specific remedy, a specific 
statute, is part of what makes people so frustrated with government," Hickenlooper, who supports the plan, 
said in a meeting with The Denver Post's editorial board. 
 



The Democrat says he is particularly worried about Coffman's lawsuit because it could impede the state's 
ability to develop and execute strategies to meet the emission plan's mandates. He said the Republican's 
decision politicizes the issue and amounts to her trying to derail the initiative. 
 
The Clean Power Plan targets existing coal-burning power plants to cut carbon emissions nationwide by 32 
percent before 2030 against 2005 levels. In Colorado, the plan calls for a 28 percent reduction in overall 
carbon dioxide emissions by 2030 against 2012 levels. 
 
Federal officials contend the plan can help leverage the international adoption of similar rules. Detractors 
have called the initiative a "war on coal" that could have crippling economic impacts. 
 
"Except in very rare circumstances, generally the governor is supposed to make that decision in concert 
with the attorney general," Hickenlooper said of the lawsuit. "But the governor should have that final say." 
 
Coffman says her office is one of 24 states filing a lawsuit together against the Environmental Protection 
Agency's plan touted by President Barack Obama as an important step against climate change. Her 
contention is the initiative is illegal because of conflicts with the Clean Air Act and that it represents 
overreach by the federal government. 
 
"With (former) Attorney General (John) Suthers, we sat down pretty much every time any issue came up, 
and we worked through it," Hickenlooper said, adding that Coffman did not consult him before filing the 
suit.  
 
However, Suthers did sue to stop Obamacare and defended Colorado's same-sex marriage ban in opposition 
to Hickenlooper's views. 
 
Hickenlooper's office says it has not finalized how or when it will appeal to the state Supreme Court for 
clarification, but that the basis for its question lies in Coffman's ability to act independently of the governor.  
 
"The statute that we're looking at speaks of prosecuting and defending on the request of the governor," said 
Jacki Cooper Melmed, Hickenlooper's chief legal counsel, citing Colorado's revised statutes, title 24, article 
31, part 1. 
 
Cooper Melmed said she is worried about conflicts as some Coffman deputies work with Hickenlooper's 
administration to implement the plan while others in the attorney general's office try to quash it. 
 
"This just gets in the way," Cooper Melmed said of the lawsuit. "There's no wall really high enough to 
allow these two things to happen out of the same office." 
 
Coffman has repeatedly said the lawsuit will not work against the governor's ability to meet the power 
plan's requirements. 
 
"I am disappointed to learn (Hickenlooper) is taking this course," Coffman said in a statement Tuesday. 
"This is not in the best interest of Colorado or Coloradans, who elected each of us to serve different roles 
within our system of checks and balances." 
 
Coffman said the governor is departing from past examples during his tenure of dealings with the attorney 
general's office. 
 
"The governor's action is an expression of his frustration with the legal challenges I have filed against the 
federal government," she added. "I am pursuing those challenges because it is my responsibility as the 



independently elected attorney general to serve as a check against the abusive, unlawful exercise of federal 
power over the lives of Colorado's citizens." 
 
Gale Norton, a Republican who served as Colorado's attorney general from 1991 to 1999 under Democratic 
Gov. Roy Romer, said disagreements between the two government branches are typical. She said 
Hickenlooper's response in this case, however, is outside the norm. 
 
"For the governor to try to challenge in this way is unusual," Norton said.  
 
In almost all cases where a governor challenges an attorney general, Norton said, rulings are in the attorney 
general's favor.  
 
"The attorney general represents the state and not the governor," Norton said. "The attorney general is 
elected to provide independent representation of the state's interest." 
 
Governors in Michigan and New Mexico also have said they will work to comply with the new EPA rules, 
even as attorneys general from their states joined the lawsuit, The Associated Press reports. 
 
The disagreement sets up a deep partisan political split and face-off between the attorney general and 
governor after years of the two offices working closely together. 
 
Tom Cronin, a Colorado College political science professor, said Hickenlooper worked well with former 
Attorney General Suthers before he left office last year. The matchup between Coffman and Hickenlooper, 
he says, appears much different. 
 
"She's a forceful, strong person," Cronin said.  
 
Eric Sondermann, an independent political analyst in Denver, said that although the contention does not 
represent an irreparable breach for Hickenlooper and Coffman's relationship, it could be a sign of things to 
come. "The two of them will have to figure out if this will be the norm — whether this is, in effect, a raised 
middle finger," he said. 
 
The state's big energy companies say they are well on their way to meeting — and potentially exceeding — 
targets set in the plan. 
 
Colorado lawmakers under a Clean Air, Clean Jobs Act in 2010 required regulated utilities to develop plans 
for reducing air pollution. These plans launched utilities on efforts to replace coal plants with energy 
generated using renewable sources and natural gas. 
 
24-31-101. Powers and duties of attorney general 
 
(1) (a) The attorney general of the state shall be the legal counsel and adviser of each department, division, 
board, bureau, and agency of the state government other than the legislative branch. He shall attend in 
person at the seat of government during the session of the General Assembly and term of the Supreme 
Court and shall appear for the state and prosecute and defend all actions and proceedings, civil and 
criminal, in which the state is a party or is interested when required to do so by the governor, and he shall 
prosecute and defend for the state all causes in the appellate courts in which the state is a party or 
interested. 
(b) It is the duty of the attorney general, at the request of the governor, the secretary of state, the state 
treasurer, the executive director of the department of revenue, or the commissioner of education, to 
prosecute and defend all suits relating to matters connected with their departments. When requested so to 
do, he shall give his opinion in writing upon all questions of law submitted to him by the General Assembly 



or either house thereof or by the governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, executive director of the 
department of revenue, state treasurer, state auditor or commissioner of education. 
 
Texas Attorney General’s Human Trafficking Unit Joins Austin Police in Undercover 
Operation During F1 Weekend 
 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton today praised the work of law enforcement officers who participated 
in a joint operation to fight human trafficking during the 2015 Formula One racing event in Austin. State 
officers with the Attorney General’s Office Human Trafficking Unit joined the Austin Police Human 
Trafficking Unit, and their Region 2 and Region 4 Metro Tactical Teams in an undercover operation 
running from Oct. 20 to 24, resulting in the arrest of 35 people. 
 
“These arrests reflect a coordinated state and local law enforcement effort to crack down on human 
trafficking during big scale events like F1,” said Attorney General Ken Paxton. “The Office of the Attorney 
General’s Human Trafficking Unit routinely participates in operations with other law enforcement agencies 
in an effort to identify possible victims of human trafficking, many times underage victims who fall pray of 
traffickers and are forced into prostitution.”  
 
According to investigators, of the 35 people arrested during the undercover operation, the majority face 
charges of Solicitation of Prostitution or Prostitution, including a man arrested for Solicitation of 
Prostitution who allegedly was part of local efforts to help human trafficking victims. The State officers did 
not find minors, victims of human trafficking in this operation.  Major events like F1 attract thousands of 
people from around the world; unfortunately traffickers take advantage of these well attended events to 
profit and exploit their victims.  The Texas Attorney General's Office will continue working with state and 
local authorities to prevent this horrific crime. 
 
Human trafficking is a crime that involves recruiting, harboring, transporting or obtaining a person and 
forcing that person to labor against their will. Human trafficking includes involuntary servitude, slavery or 
forced commercial sexual acts. The U.S. Department of State estimates that more than 20 million adults 
and children are currently victims of forced labor and prostitution worldwide, including in the United 
States. 
 
 For more information about the Office of the Attorney General’s battle against human trafficking visit the 
agency’s website at www.texasattorneygeneral.gov. 
 
Attorney General Bondi Kicks Off 2015 Statewide Human Trafficking Summit 
 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Attorney General Pam Bondi and Governor Rick Scott, joined by state agency 
leaders from the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Florida Department of Children and Families, 
Florida Department of Health, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity and the Florida Highway 
Patrol, today kicked off the 2015 Statewide Human Trafficking Summit. The two-day summit hosted at the 
University of South Florida’s Marshall Center is focused on preventing the human trafficking of children 
and adults in Florida.  
 
“It is great to see Floridians coming together to help make Florida a zero-tolerance state for human 
trafficking,” said Attorney General Bondi. “We are in this fight together, and this summit is serving as a 
training ground for so many people dedicated to eradicating this horrific crime and protecting human 
trafficking victims.”  
 
“We are thankful to have many advocates across Florida who are fighting to end human trafficking, 
including our brave law enforcement officers. By working together and providing support through safe 



homes and other service providers, we can continue to help protect every person trapped by any form of 
exploitation,” said Governor Scott. 
 
More than 700 individuals representing law enforcement, the legal community, state government, 
community groups, service providers and educators are attending the event. The information-filled summit 
is offering participants profession-specific breakout sessions and cutting-edge training opportunities. 
 
During her opening remarks, Attorney General Bondi presented the following Floridians with awards to 
honor their exemplary contributions in the fight against human trafficking: 
 
Diane Checchio, Prosecutor of the Year—is an Assistant Statewide Prosecutor for the Florida Attorney 
General’s Office of Statewide Prosecution, currently serving as lead prosecutor in a case that dismantled a 
major human trafficking and drug trafficking criminal organization. Checchio’s assistance in a two-year 
investigation called Operation Pop-A-Smurf allowed Orlando’s Metropolitan Bureau of Investigation to 
serve seven search warrants and 25 arrest warrants, resulting in the rescue of seven adults and one juvenile 
from traffickers. Checchio was also the lead prosecutor in a case involving an out-of-state man purchasing 
two juveniles from Central Florida for commercial sex. Since joining the Attorney General’s Office in 
2011, Checchio has prosecuted several cases involving child pornography and sexual offenses, resulting in 
20-year sentences for the offenders.   
 
Niki Cross, Survivor Advocate of the Year—is the founder and president of Stop the Abuse and Rescue 
Ministry. Cross is a survivor of abduction and kidnapping, by a former boyfriend who, in addition to others, 
held Cross against her will and repeatedly assaulted her at age 15. After realizing the self-destruction of her 
silence, Cross started her healing journey and used her anger and suffering from this horrific experience to 
help save others. Despite being ridiculed for ministering to exploited and trafficked women, Cross 
continued to fight for victims. She helped open the first safe house for adult female trafficking survivors in 
Pinellas County. Additionally, Cross works with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Homeland Security 
and local law enforcement on a regular basis to identify trafficked victims to help capture their traffickers. 
As a finalist for the 2014 WEDU Be More Outspoken Award and an Everyday Day Hero as named by Bay 
News 9, Cross currently sits on the board of the F.R.E.E. Slavery Survival Network. Governor Rick Scott 
has also recognized Cross for her part in the battle against human trafficking in Florida.  · Dr. Kimberly 
McGrath, Community Advocate of the Year—is the Clinical Coordinator of Foster Care Services at Citrus 
Health Network. McGrath is the founding clinician for the Citrus Helping Adolescents Negatively Affected 
by Commercial Exploitation Program, a specialized therapeutic foster care and community response team 
for victims of commercial sexual exploitation. The CHANCE Program addresses the emotional, social and 
behavioral needs of human trafficking victims. Additionally, McGrath serves as a member of the Statewide 
Human Trafficking Services Workgroup, the Workgroup's Residential Providers Subgroup and the Miami-
Dade County State Attorney's Office Human Trafficking Task Force. McGrath is also the founding 
psychologist for the Treating Adolescents Coping with Trauma program, an outpatient program for sexual 
offenders, sexual abuse victims and their families. McGrath is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist with a 
Bachelors in Psychology from Northeastern University and a Masters and Doctorate in Clinical Psychology 
from the Florida Institute of Technology. · Sergeant Eusebio Talamantez, Law Enforcement Officer of the 
Year—is an 11-year veteran of the Panama City Beach Police Department and a veteran of the United 
States Marine Corps. Talamantez is an active Homeland Security Investigations Task Force Officer and has 
worked side by side with Homeland Security Investigation's for nearly 10 years. Talamantez works in 
conjunction with the Panama City Beach area’s Human Trafficking Coalition and sponsors foreign students 
in educating them about human trafficking. Talamantez has investigated claims of human trafficking, 
indentured servitude, labor trafficking, sex trafficking, unsafe living conditions and unlawful wage 
retention. Talamantez’s efforts recently dismantled a sex trafficking organization involving several adult 
victims and one teenage American female victimized since 14-years old. Talamantez is also a member of 
the North Florida Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.   
 



Four attorneys general refute Supreme Court's charter school stance 
 
By Richard D. Oxley, MyNorthwest.com Writer | November 3, 2015 @ 9:15 am  
   
They may come from different perspectives, political parties and even eras, but Washington's four living 
former attorneys general have come together to send a message to the state's Supreme Court.  
 
The ruling in question is a majority opinion of the Washington Supreme Court that states charter schools 
can't receive funding as planned. It was news that disrupted the educational planes of nearly 1,300 students 
across the state at the start of the school year, according to former Washington Attorney General Rob 
McKenna.  
 
McKenna, along with Slade Gorton, Kenneth Eikenberry, Christine Gregoire — all who served as the 
state's attorney general — have authored a brief in support of the Supreme Court reconsidering its stance on 
charter school funding.  
 
"As far as I know it's unprecedented for all of the former [attorneys general] to ban together and file a brief 
like this," McKenna said. "Reconsidering a ruling is not all that common — it's actually pretty rare. The 
court does it once in a while and we hope this is one of those cases."  
 
According to the former attorneys general, the Supreme Court's reasoning may be a little flawed. The court 
said the state needs to distinguish money used for common schools and for other non-traditional forms of 
education; that includes charter schools. Tax dollars for common schools go into the state's general fund, 
and money for charter schools also come out of the general fund.  
 
"The four former attorneys general — Republican and Democrat alike — and the current attorney general 
all believe that it is not very well thought out and will likely lead to unintended consequences for lots of 
kids in our state," he said.  
 
Those consequences include threats to funding for other non-traditional forms of education, McKenna 
notes. If the court is concerned that the distinction between dollars coming from the state's general fund is 
hazy, then there is also a problem paying for other programs such as tribal schools, education in the 
juvenile justice system, and the popular Running Start program that places high school students in 
community colleges, allowing them to earn college credits.  
 
"Unfortunately, they've decide that charter schools, which the voters approved a few years ago, somehow 
take money away from traditional public schools," McKenna said. "Our point in the brief is that if that is 
true, then so is every other non-traditional form of public education."  
 
"The Supreme Court basically said that charter schools cannot be funded out of the state general fund 
because that is the fund the state's common school levy goes into," he said.  
 
A solution, McKenna suggested, is simply segregating money used for charter schools and public schools.  
 
McKenna said that the charter school decision comes at the same time as the Supreme Court is pressing the 
Legislature to fully fund public education in Washington, and that the court is likely concerned with 
funding for traditional education at the moment.  
 
"The Supreme Court is very concerned about funding for K-12 education in our state and they have 
unanimously ruled in another case that the state is not fulfilling its constitutional duty to fully fund basic 
education for our kids," McKenna said. "And we agree with that."  
 



But the attorneys general don't agree with the court's stance on charter schools. McKenna does not know 
what to expect from the Supreme Court as a response. He does, however, speculate that if the court turns 
around a quick response, it will likely not be to reconsider its decision.  
 
"The longer they take, the more likely it is that they are rethinking their majority opinion, and might change 
it," McKenna said. 
 
Prescription Drug Abuse Summit Held in Hot Springs 
 
HOT SPRINGS – Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge today, along with the Arkansas Office of the 
Drug Director, Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy and the Criminal Justice Institute, a division of the 
University of Arkansas System, hosted the fourth annual Arkansas Prescription Drug Abuse Summit at the 
Hot Springs Convention Center. 
 
The Summit serves as a free training and educational opportunity for law enforcement officers, medical 
professionals, pharmacists and educators, and gives an opportunity to hear from experts regarding 
prescription drug abuse prevention and treatment. 
 
“Nearly 44,000 people die from drug overdoses each year, with more than half of those because of abuse of 
prescription drugs,” said Attorney General Rutledge. “Unfortunately, Arkansas has one of the highest rates 
of prescription drug abusers. This is a major problem that cannot be addressed unless we all work together, 
which is why I am proud to help host this important Summit today and welcome my friend and colleague 
from Indiana, Attorney General Greg Zoeller, to share his insight on this topic.” 
 
Opioid addiction and overdose has gripped our nation. People from every state, every community and all 
walks of life are feeling the pain of this crisis,” said Attorney General Zoeller. “In my home State of 
Indiana this year, we felt this pain all too acutely when faced with the first HIV outbreak linked to 
intravenous opioid abuse. This public health emergency and years of work on our Prescription Drug Abuse 
Prevention Task Force have underscored the need for collaboration among policy makers, law enforcement 
and the medical community. The good work by Attorney General Leslie Rutledge developing this type of 
collaboration should give hope to Arkansans that they can make a difference in fighting this epidemic.” 
 
The event began this morning with breakout sessions to discuss resources available in Arkansas for 
prescription drug abuse prevention and treatment. 
 
Rutledge hosted the luncheon, which included the keynote address from Zoeller, who is serving his second 
term as Indiana’s 42nd Attorney General. Zoeller created and serves as co-chair of Indiana's Prescription 
Drug Task Force, is a member of the Commission on Improving the Status of Children in Indiana, supports 
the expansion of School Resource Officers and serves as the National Association of Attorneys General 
Tobacco Committee co-chairman. A priority of the Task Force is to advance legislation to help combat 
prescription drug misuse and diversion. Several Task Force accomplishments include its partnership with 
the Indianapolis Colts to heighten awareness of this epidemic; the launch of its “Train the Trainer” public 
outreach program; the free online course titled “The Opioid Epidemic and Indiana's Opioid Prescribing 
Law;” drug take back events; and providing more than 85 outreach seminars/webinars presented to 
prescribers statewide since the implementation of the opioid prescribing laws. 
 
The afternoon session includes a presentation from Lt. Patrick Glynn with the Quincy Police Department in 
Massachusetts. Glynn will speak about the successes his department has had in utilizing the drug naloxone 
to assist individuals experiencing opioid overdose. 
 
Additional Summit partners include the Arkansas Alcohol Drug Coordinating Council; Arkansas 
Department of Health, Arkansas Department of Human Services, Division of Behavioral Health; Arkansas 



Medical Board; Arkansas National Guard Counterdrug Program; Arkansas Nursing Board; Arkansas 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program; Arkansas Prevention Network; Benton Police Department; Delta 
Regional Authority; FBI National Academy – Arkansas Chapter; Gulf Coast High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Areas; National Association of Boards of Pharmacy Foundation; University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences; and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. 
 
About Attorney General Leslie Rutledge 
 
Leslie Carol Rutledge is the 56th Attorney General of Arkansas. Elected on Nov. 4, 2014, she is the first 
woman and first Republican in Arkansas history to be elected to the office. 
 
Rutledge, a native of Batesville, Arkansas, is a graduate of Southside High School, the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. Bowen School of Law. 
She began her legal career as Clerk for Arkansas Court of Appeals Judge Josephine Hart, now Associate 
Justice on the Arkansas Supreme Court. She was appointed Deputy Counsel for Arkansas Governor Mike 
Huckabee and later served as Legal Counsel on the Mike Huckabee for President Campaign. She served as 
a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in Lonoke County and in subsequent service as Attorney for the State of 
Arkansas’s Division of Children and Family Services. She also served as Deputy Counsel at the National 
Republican Congressional Committee before joining the Republican National Committee as Counsel. Prior 
to her election as Attorney General, she founded and practiced law at The Rutledge Firm, PLLC. Rutledge 
lives in Little Rock. 
 
Attorney General Balderas & 12 New Mexico Tribal Governments Meet on Improving 
Public Safety & Strengthening Law Enforcement Partnerships 
 
Santa Fe, NM – This morning, Attorney General Hector Balderas met with tribal leaders from across New 
Mexico including Acoma, Fort Sill Apache, Jemez, Jicarilla Apache, Laguna, Ohkay Owingeh, San Felipe, 
San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, Taos, Tesuque and Zia. The meeting was held at the Office of the Attorney 
General’s Santa Fe office. Attorney General Balderas released the following statement today: 
 
“I was honored to host Governors, Lt. Governors, Councilmembers and other officials from 12 tribal 
governments from across New Mexico today. This meeting was critical to expanding our law enforcement 
partnerships, such as the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force, and to increasing awareness 
regarding the challenges facing tribal law enforcement. Strengthening our relationships with tribal 
governments and confronting our legal challenges together is key to keeping all New Mexico children and 
families safe. The Office of the Attorney General looks forward to working together with tribal law 
enforcement to improve public safety across our state.” 
 
There were many public safety and legal issues discussed at the meeting ranging from domestic violence, 
the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force, court costs, gaming compacts, cross commissioning of 
police officers and emergency management. 
 
AG Brnovich Shuts Down Fake Veterans Charity Telemarketing Scam  
  
Phoenix, AZ – Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced today his office shut down a fake 
veterans charity that used aggressive telemarketing calls to scam seniors across the nation out of thousands 
of dollars.  A Stipulated Consent Judgment dissolves three Phoenix telemarketing companies owned by 
Robert Foster - Happy Hands, LLC, Standing Tree, LLC, and Action Point, LLC (collectively 
“Defendants”). The Defendants used a telemarketing scheme to target vulnerable seniors suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease and other memory-related disorders. The seniors were convinced to purchase 



household products for an 1,800% markup, claiming the surplus money paid would help disabled or 
disadvantaged veterans.  None of the proceeds were used for charitable purposes. 
 
“I was outraged after listening to some of the recorded telemarketing calls,” said Attorney General Mark 
Brnovich. “Some of these vulnerable seniors were charged outrageous amounts for common household 
products. On top of that, these scammers preyed upon people's kindness by falsely claiming the proceeds 
were going to help veterans.” 
 
The Arizona Attorney General's Office plans to introduce legislation in the upcoming session that will help 
law enforcement crack down on telemarketing scammers. 
 
According to the Stipulated Consent Judgment reached October 30, 2015, the Defendants admitted to 
violating the Arizona Consumer Fraud Act (“ACFA”), Arizona’s Telephone Solicitation Statute, failing to 
register with the Arizona Secretary of State as a telephone solicitor, and making telephone calls to 
consumers on the Federal Trade Commission’s National Do Not Call Registry (“DNC Registry”). The 
Defendants also admitted to failing to allow consumers to exercise their right to cancel, falsely 
misrepresenting that the solicitations were being conducted on behalf of a charitable organization, engaging 
in unfair debt collection practices, targeting senior citizens with Alzheimer’s disease and other memory-
related disorders, and making numerous deceptive statements and misrepresentations in violation of the 
ACFA in the sale of household goods. Defendant Foster is prohibited from owning, operating, or managing 
an outbound telemarketing call center for two years.  
 
On October 23, 2015, the Attorney General’s Office filed a lawsuit against the Defendants alleging 
telephone solicitors misrepresented that they were Veterans of the U.S. Armed Services, handicapped or 
disabled, and/or economically disadvantaged persons that would receive “help” through the consumer's 
purchase of the Defendants overpriced products. The Defendants marketed products such as light bulbs, 
trash bags, plastic food containers, multi-purpose cleaners, kitchen shears, kitchen towels, bed linens, 
candles, air fresheners, and gift certificates. Defendants purchased the inventory from retailers, then marked 
up the prices of the products they sold hundreds of time more than the cost at which they purchased them. 
For example, the Defendants sold 30-count standard-sized 15-gallon garbage bags for nearly $90 dollars, 
100 quart-sized Ziploc bags for nearly $90 dollars, and a fruit cake for nearly $90 dollars after shipping and 
handling. 
 
The settlement requires the Defendants to pay $30,800 in consumer restitution for consumers who already 
filed a complaint with the Arizona Attorney General’s Office and up to another $75,000 in consumer 
restitution for eligible consumer complaints filed with the Arizona Attorney General's Office before March 
1, 2016.  
 
The Defendants are also required to pay a $120,000 civil penalty and $12,420 for the State’s attorneys’ fees 
and investigative costs.  Defendants are required to make monthly payments against the balance due.  
$90,000 of the civil penalty is suspended as long as the Defendants fully comply with the settlement and 
make the monthly payments.    
 
Mexico’s Supreme Court Opens Door to Legalizing Marijuana Use 
 
By ELISABETH MALKIN and AZAM AHMEDNOV. 4, 2015  
 
The Mexican Supreme Court opened the door to legalizing marijuana on Wednesday, delivering a pointed 
challenge to the nation’s strict substance abuse laws and adding its weight to the growing debate in Latin 
America over the costs and consequences of the war against drugs. 
 



The vote by the court’s criminal chamber declared that individuals should have the right to grow and 
distribute marijuana for their personal use. While the ruling does not strike down current drug laws, it lays 
the groundwork for a wave of legal actions that could ultimately rewrite them, proponents of legalization 
say. 
 
The decision reflects a changing dynamic in Mexico, where for decades the American-backed war on drugs 
has produced much upheaval but few lasting victories. Today, the flow of drugs to the United States 
continues, along with the traffickers, remains engulfed in violence. 
 
“It’s the drama behind all of our efforts,” said Juan Francisco Torres Landa, a corporate lawyer who was 
one of the plaintiffs in the Supreme Court case. 
 
The marijuana case has ignited a debate about the effectiveness of imprisoning drug users, in a country 
with some of the most conservative drug laws in Latin America. But across the region, a growing number 
of voices are questioning Washington’s strategy in the drug war. With little to show for tough-on-crime 
policies, the balance appears to be slowly shifting toward other approaches. 
 
Uruguay enacted a law in 2013 to legalize marijuana, though the creation of a legal marijuana industry in 
the small country has unfolded slowly. Chile gathered its first harvest of medical marijuana this year. In 
Brazil, the Supreme Court recently debated the decriminalization of marijuana, cocaine and other drugs. 
Bolivia allows traditional uses of coca, the plant used to make cocaine, while in the northern part of the 
hemisphere, Canada’s new prime minister has pledged in the past to legalize marijuana. 
 
Many leaders in Latin America have called for a shift in the war on drugs, including President Juan Manuel 
Santos of Colombia. In May, his government ordering a halt to the aerial spraying of illegal coca fields, 
rejecting a major tool in the American-backed antidrug campaign because of concerns that the herbicide 
spray causes cancer. 
 
Though Mr. Santos is one of Washington’s closest allies in the region, he has pointed out the incongruity of 
jailing poor farmers for growing marijuana while it is slowly being decriminalized in the United States. 
 
Mexicans seeking a new strategy have also been struck by the situation. 
 
“We are killing ourselves to stop the production of something that is heading to the U.S., where it’s legal,” 
said Armando Santacruz, another plaintiff in the case. 
 
Still, few think that legalizing marijuana will significantly reduce drug violence or weaken the gangs. 
Although the rising production of higher-quality marijuana in the United States reduces demand for 
Mexican imports, experts say that Mexican gangs continue to account for an important percentage of the 
American supply. 
 
 “It’s clearly a significant part of the business,” said Peter Reuter, an expert on the global drug war at the 
University of Maryland and a senior economist at the RAND Corporation. “It’s enough to fight about.” 
Marijuana is just one of many sources of income for the gangs, which smuggle drugs across the border to 
the United States and run kidnapping and extortion rings at home. The criminal infrastructure will persist 
whether or not marijuana use is legal. 
 
But for critics of the current laws, that is hardly a reason to continue to criminalize marijuana use. 
 
“The existing laws don’t reduce violence, either,” said Catalina Pérez Correa González, a law professor at 
CIDE, a university in Mexico City. 
 



The legal ruling on Wednesday barely referred to the bloody backdrop of the drug war. Instead, Justice 
Arturo Zaldivar wrote an 88-page opinion based on principles of human rights, arguing that the state 
recognizes an individual’s autonomy to engage in recreational activities that do not harm others. 
 
The move by the Mexican Supreme Court's criminal chamber lays the groundwork for a wave of legal 
actions that could rewrite the nation's drug laws.  
 
With little to show after years of tough-on-crime policies, countries in the Western Hemisphere have 
enacted laws allowing some marijuana use. 
 
Uruguay, Chile and more than 20 states in the U.S. have passed laws allowing medical or recreational use. 
 
The rate of marijuana use in Mexico is low and most Mexicans oppose legalization. The U.S. is the main 
market for marijuana grown there. 
 
The trade is controlled by violent criminal gangs who also make money from other drugs, kidnapping and 
extortion.  
 
Experts say legalizing marijuana would do little to diminish their power. 
 
The number of marijuana users in Mexico is believed to be small. One 2011 drug use survey estimated that 
just 2 percent of Mexicans had smoked marijuana in the past year. Although that figure is probably low, it 
is a smaller percentage than the  7.5 percent of people in the United States who said in a 2013 survey that 
they had used marijuana in the previous month. 
 
If Mexicans are allowed to grow and consume their own marijuana, casual users will not have to commit a 
crime to obtain the drug. Marijuana users are currently vulnerable to extortion by the police and are locked 
up by the thousands every year on charges of consumption and possession. 
 
“There is an enormous institutional and social cost to enforcing the laws against marijuana,” said Ms. Pérez 
Correa, whose surveys of state and federal prisons suggest that 60 percent of the inmates sentenced for drug 
crimes were convicted in cases involving marijuana. “How many resources are being used up to reduce 
these low-impact crimes?” 
 
Mr. Torres Landa, one of the plaintiffs, put it more bluntly: “We want to force Congress to pursue 
kidnapping, murderers, rapists and other criminals.” 
 
The ruling on Wednesday was the culmination of an effort to change the law by four members of a 
prominent Mexican anti-crime group, Mexico United Against Crime. 
 
Mr. Torres Landa and Mr. Santacruz formed a cannabis club with two other people, called the Mexican 
Society for Responsible and Tolerant Consumption — the Spanish acronym is Smart. 
 
The group applied for a license from Mexico’s drug regulatory agency, but, as expected, was turned down. 
Their appeal of that decision eventually reached the Supreme Court. 
 
“We have been trying to struggle against illegality, and the results were almost negligible,” said Mr. Torres 
Landa, who says he has never tried marijuana and does not intend to. “Five or six years ago, we asked 
why? The answer, as the Americans say, was in the money.” 
 



But the ruling on Wednesday applies only to their petition. For legal marijuana to become the law of the 
land, the justices in the court’s criminal chamber will have to rule the same way five times, or eight of the 
11 members of the full court will have to vote in favor. 
 
If the court decisions continue in that direction, they will be flying in the face of public opinion. Mexicans 
are so opposed to legalizing marijuana that a leading pollster told the Smart group not to bother with a 
survey, Mr. Santacruz recalled, or to limit it to young people. 
 
The Mexican government, legislators and security and health officials all came out against legalization, as 
did the Roman Catholic Church. Indeed, the authorities have not permitted even the use of medical 
marijuana. 
 
But Mr. Santacruz is determined to change people’s minds. 
 
Invoking the specter of Mexico’s most notorious drug kingpin, Joaquín Guzmán Loera, known as El 
Chapo, Mr. Santacruz likes to remind people: “Bad regulation is better than whatever regulation El Chapo 
and the narcos can provide.” 
 
 Paulina Villegas contributed reporting from Mexico City, Simon Romero from Rio de Janeiro, and 
William Neuman from Caracas, Venezuela. 


