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By Chief Deputy Property Appraiser Dorothy Jacks, CFE, AAS 

Happy Fourth of July 

As July rolls around, summer is in full swing and together as a nation, we commemorate the adoption of 

the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. This year, while you’re enjoying the celebrations, 

parades, and family gatherings, take a moment to reflect upon this historic day, when we became a free 

and sovereign country. 

It’s also a good time to remind our Palm Beach County veterans about property tax relief for disabled 

veterans. Honorably discharged veterans who are disabled, own their home, and qualify for a homestead 

exemption, may be eligible for additional property tax exemptions. 

Veterans rated as 100% service connected disabled by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, may be 

eligible for total exemption of ad valorem taxes. To qualify, the veteran must submit a VA FL 27-333 

letter provided by the VA. 

Veterans rated as 10% or more, but less than 100%, may be eligible for an exemption of $5,000. To 

qualify, the veteran must submit a VA FL 27-125 letter provided by the VA.  

Veterans with a non-service connected disability may be eligible for an exemption of $500. To qualify, 

the veteran must submit a VA FL 27-444 letter provided by the VA. 

Veterans 65 or older with a combat related permanent disability may be eligible for an ad valorem tax 

discount equal to the percentage of their disability, as determined by the VA. To be eligible, the veteran 

must submit a DR – 501DV application with a letter from the Palm Beach County Veteran Services 

Office, confirming the disability is combat related and the percentage of the disability.  

(The DR-501DV application can be obtained online at the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s 

website: www.co.palm-beach.fl.us/papa/VeteranExemption.  

 Active military personnel who are currently deployed overseas may be eligible for additional property 

tax discounts based on the number of days deployed in the previous year. 

Qualified veterans and military personnel can still fill out an application for the 2016 tax year at one of 

our five Service Centers through Friday, September 16, 2016.  

 For more information, contact the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Office at 561.355.2866.   

http://www.co.palm-beach.fl.us/papa/VeteranExemption


Latest News… 

Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Office Presents Local Students with College Scholarships 

The annual Property Appraiser’s Office Scholarship Awards ceremony was held on Thursday, May 26, 

2016. Property Appraiser Gary Nikolits, CFA, handed out five college scholarships in the amount of 

$1,000 each, to the following Palm Beach County students: 

 

▪  Talia Fradkin, a resident of Wellington and graduate of 

    the Palm Beach Virtual School, will be attending Palm  

    Beach Atlantic University.  

▪  Nheissa Isidor, a resident of Lake Worth and graduate of 

    Park Vista High School, will be attending the University   

    of Florida.  

▪   Paisley Millhausen, a resident of West Palm Beach 

     and graduate of Seminole Ridge High School, will be  

     attending New York University.  

▪   Karine Kasti, a resident of Lake Worth and graduate of 

     Park Vista High School, will be attending Emory  

     University. 

       ▪   Samantha Lovely, a resident of Jupiter and graduate of 

                        Oxbridge Academy, will be attending Colgate University. 

The event is particularly special to the Property Appraiser’s Office because the money raised for the 

scholarships is 100% funded by our employees who participate in, “Friday Dress Casual Day”, a 

volunteer donation program. Since 1994, we have handed out $125,000 in scholarship money. 

“It is our hope, that these scholarships can provide critical support to the success of each talented young 

recipient,” said Property Appraiser Gary Nikolits, CFA. I am proud of our staff’s commitment to this 

program, and the work of our dedicated committee members.”   

This year the committee reviewed 115 applications - all from exceptional high school seniors throughout 

Palm Beach County. Most of the students had impressive portfolios, ranging from proficient test scores to 

high GPA’s to meaningful community service projects. This made for a very challenging selection 

process for the committee. In the end, the five chosen finalists stood out among the pool of applicants. 

They will pursue careers in medicine, environmental engineering, music, and business.  

 

 

 


