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As president elect of AIA Central PA I had the opportunity to attend the leadership and legislative conference 
held in Washington DC March 4th through the 6th.  As a first time attendee I was able to see firsthand the value 
of our organization as architects from across the country congregated with a singular purpose, to advocate for 
our profession.  While snow dampened “the hill”, it would have taken much more to dampen our spirits 
  
Though Capitol Hill was vacated due to the weather, our leadership prepared each of us to advocate for 
specific issues in legislation that will protect and preserve our industry.  The first issue pertains to promoting the 
preservation of historic buildings and spaces.  While Congress works to reform the tax code we will urge them 
to maintain and enhance the federal historic tax credit.  This incentive has created jobs and encouraged 
investment in our communities. 
  
The second issue is specific to encouraging Congress to support efforts to fortify communities against natural 
disasters.  Supporting the reintroduced Safe Building Code Incentive Act will provide funding to the industry to 
better prepare for catastrophes and mitigate the impact to tax payers. 
  
The final issue for which we prepared was to urge Congress to support legislation that will provide debt 
forgiveness to architecture students.  On average undergraduate architecture students have $40,000 in debt 
when they graduate.  Proposed legislation allows for debt relief while encouraging graduates to serve the 
community.  The goal is to keep young architects in the profession while lending their skill set to underserved 
towns and cities. 
  
So, while we missed out on our opportunity to meet with our Congressmen on the hill, rest assured that we will 
track them down and lobby for the greater good of our profession… even if we need a snowmobile to do it. 

 


