
1  Summary of Achievements

David Riz puts theories about design, construction, 
and collaboration into practice, creating carefully-
crafted, site-specific architecture that enriches 
human interaction, responds to the environment, 
and artfully celebrates the everyday. 

His body of work is not stylistic. Each project is a 
unique response to place and program, developed 
with an ethos of asking, listening, and making to 
create buildings that operate at all scales, from 
the campus, to the street, to the hand. Just as his 
projects are borne from scrutinous observation and 
conversation, they are also best understood at the 
second and third glances, which reveal a sensitive 
interplay of materials and tectonics. His attention to 
detail and craft runs through projects like Durham 
Academy, a didactic environment for young learners, 
Cornell University, a campus that effortlessly 
transverses a site once considered “unbuildable,” 
and Cellophane House, a project that initiates new 
approaches to construction and assembly. 

With each project, David sets agendas that provoke 
shifts in how architects interact, ideate, and build 
today. He engages stakeholders on the broadest 
range of topics, from integrated project delivery 
methods, new material assemblies, optimal living-
learning environments, and stewardship of resources. 
With Cellophane House and Loblolly House, he 
proved the viability of lightweight construction, 
new materials, and design for disassembly, all 
while positioning the architect at the center of the 
supply chain. In turn, David makes these quests 
for integration, quality, and beauty into compelling 
narratives shared with the profession in lectures, 
books, and journals. He has a national presence as a 
juror, often as jury chair, advocating for candidates 
not only on the basis of design excellence, but also on 
how they inspire new modes of practice.

As partner of KieranTimberlake, winner of the 2008 
Architecture Firm Award and  the 2010 Cooper-
Hewitt National Design Award, David has cultivated 
a trans-disciplinary practice that engages architects 
with experts far afield from architecture, including 
anthropologists, chemical engineers, programmers, 
and environmental researchers in a collaborative 
design exploration. During sixteen years leading 
projects at KieranTimberlake, the firm has grown 
from an office of 20 to a practice of more than 100 
people working internationally on a range of projects 
from master plans to computer software. David’s 
orchestration of architectural teams, diverse sites, 
and client groups has resulted in projects that are at 
once sustainable and beautiful, garnering more than 
150 design awards since David joined the practice in 
1999, including four COTE Top Ten Green projects, 
five National Honor Awards, and seven gold medals 
from AIA Philadelphia.

Most crucially, David is on a perpetual search to 
make authenticity, inventiveness, and serendipity 
in architecture the norm rather than an anomaly. 
He goes beneath the surface to explore, through 
real-world projects, ways of reorganizing the 
relationship governing design and construction from 
one of frequent confrontation into one of meaningful 
exchanges that can more effectively addresses broad 
environmental and economic needs. Above all, he 
promotes open, collaborative exchanges that seek 
out and accept the contributions of many people, 
fostering designs that are the product of collective 
energy and insight. 


