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September 15, 2015 

 

 

RE: Towards a New/Old Architecture Exhibition 

 Susquehanna Art Museum 

 

 

Dear Chapter Members, 

 

After almost 2 years of planning the Towards a New/Old Architecture 

exhibition opened September 13, 2015  at the Susquehanna Art Museum in 

Harrisburg. The architectural exhibit sponsored by both AIA PA and AIA 

Central PA explores the use of modern architecture for additions to and 

renovations of the rich building stock throughout the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania to create dynamic new spaces and buildings. These renovated 

spaces often drive a renaissance in historic neighborhoods within our 

communities. The Susquehanna Art Museum, designed by EwingCole and 

opened in January 2015, joins a contemporary addition to the renovated 

1926 Keystone Trust Company building at Third and Calder Streets in 

Midtown Harrisburg. The museum is a prime example of repurposing a 

vacant, richly-detailed neoclassical building for an exciting new purpose 

and communicating this rebirth via a modern addition. 

 

A dozen other projects from around Pennsylvania provide compelling 

evidence that the Susquehanna Art Museum is not an isolated success. Two 

other projects from Central Pennsylvania include a mixed-use development 

at the northern edge of downtown York, and a proposal for the reuse of the 

Hershey Fire Station with adjacent modern additions that will heighten the 

impact of the 1928 building and its connections to Milton Hershey. Four 

similar projects from Pittsburgh range from museums to homes, including The 

Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh. Its architect Julie Eizenberg, FAIA of 

Koning Eizenberg Architecture, explains how the museum’s new entrance 

pavilion is rooted in the materials of Pittsburgh and expresses twenty-first 



century values. Six projects from eastern Pennsylvania represent an array of 

project types, from museum, residential, commercial, and institutional, to a 

powerful stage pavilion with a vacant industrial backdrop. 

 

Telling the story of the Susquehanna Art Museum’s new facility, and similar 

projects, is intended to inspire and stir one’s imagination with possibilities 

for the many underutilized historic buildings around Pennsylvania. We have 

world-class reuse projects in our midst equal to stunning examples from 

around the country and abroad. This exhibition tells these stories through 

large-format photographs, video, architectural models, drawings, 

photographs, and an interactive gallery. It also conveys the importance of 

sketching in the architectural process. The goal of this exhibition is to make 

architecture accessible by showing why so many twenty-first century 

architects choose a modern architectural language, specifically in the context 

of adding to or renovating a beautiful historic building. 

 

Richard Gluckman, AIA architect of the Perelman Building and the Andy 

Warhol Museum will make a presentation titled context + content = on 

Wednesday October 21st at 7pm at the Susquehanna Art Museum. 

 

Towards a New/Old Architecture is on display thru January 17, 2016 and 

more information is available at http://www.sqart.org 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Chris Dawson, AIA 

AIA Central PA Past President and Board of Director Member 


