
Karma festival 
 

Karma is the second main festival of Oroans. Karma festival celebrated by the other 
tribals also, mainly in Jharkhan, Chhattisgarh, Orissa and West Bengal state of India. It 
is celebrated, when the rice is ready for planting out, It comes after the Agriculture 
operation of Kharif is completed, generally celebrated on the month of September and as 
the Kanihari or harvest celebration. After the completion of the agriculture operations, 
the community prays to God named "Karma Dev" for the bumper harvest. It also 
signifies a celebration after the hard labour they have gone through the agricultural 
operations.  

At the Karma Festival a party of young boys and girls went to the forest and cut a young 
Karma tree(Nauclea parvifolia) or a branch of that tree, which symbolizes fertility and 
they bring this home in triumph and plant it in the middle of an open ground or Akhra 
and young boys and girls spent the whole festival night singing and dancing around it. 
Next morning all they may be seen at an early hour in rejoicing mood.  Elders gathered 
under the fine old tamarind trees that surround the Akhra, and the boys and girls, arm-
linked in a huge circle, dancing round the karma tree, which, decked with garlands, 
decorated with strips of colored cloth and sham bracelets and necklets of plaited straw, 
and with the bright faces and merry laughter of the young people encircling it, reminds 
one of the gift-bearing tree so often introduced at our own great festival. Festival 
celebrates the renewal of vegetation". Accompanied by song, drums and flutes they 
dance round and round. Planting of Karma saplings is an essential part of the dace ritual. 
The songs sung on this occasion narrate the legends of Karma and Dharma. The Karma 
dance is associated with fertility. 

Devotees fast from morning till the next day – a good 24 hours on the day of worship. 
Young boys and girls dance together and the girls offer to the boys sprouted barley seeds. 
Java and wheat is germinated a few days earlier and the small plants are put in a small 
bamboo basket and placed before the branch of the Karam Tree. This branch represents 
Karam Deo. A lamp is lit and placed before Karam Deo.   

There are some stories behind scared performances. Karma and Dharma are two 
brothers. Once their father asked who among them is greater. On being asked this Karma 
started worshipping Karma the tree of Karma and started farming and Dharma kept 
busy himself in doing something else. Finally Karma became richer than Dharma. 
Therefore this scared performance is celebrated. One another story privilege among 
Kurukhs " Long ago, there were seven brothers of a family, destroyed the Karma tree and 
thrown out the village. Karm Dev became very angry with them. After few day they 
suffered from some kinds of skin disease. They were understood, why those disease came 
to their home. They had decided to bring a branch of Karm tree and plant it in front of 
home. One brother went far from the seven sea and brought a branch of Karam tree. 
They planted it and started worship regularly. Soon, their all disease gone from their 
bodies and they became healthy. 

There are various types of Karam festivals are also celebrated by the Oroans. Main 
Karma is Dasay Karama, another Karama festivals are Jitya Karama, Kotta Karama, 
Chali Karama, Rashka Karama, Luchki Karama, Udaypuriya Karama, Gangpuriya 
Karama, Renja Karama, Lahsuwa Karama, Kesalpuriya Karama, Birinjya Karama, Adjho 
Karama, Thapdi Karama, Thadia Karama, Bharni Karama and Chatawa Karama. Chali 
Karama is divided in Pata Karama, Bariyo Karama, Pairi Karama and Riyori Karama. 



 


