
 

MARCH 25, 2015 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

PATRONAL FEAST OF THE MARIANIST FAMILY 
 
For the last two years, on the Solemnity of the 
Annunciation, we have stressed the Marianist 
vocation.  We decided that the Feast of the 
Annunciation would be Marianist Family Day and 
would become our Patronal Feast, an occasion for 
giving thanks for our Marianist vocation in the 
Church, inspired as we are by Mary’s cheerful and 
enthusiastic response to the angel. 

 

   (World Council of the 
Marianist Family, November 2014) 

     
   

Each of the branches of our Marianist Family has 
its own patronal feast.  It is fitting that the Family 
as such have its own.  What better choice than the 
day on which the Church celebrates the Solemnity 
of the Annunciation?  It is the feast of the 
incarnation of the Word in Mary’s womb, the feast 
of Mary’s  vocation and her “yes”;  it is, therefore, the feast of our common Marianist vocation, 
which is none other than that of prolonging Mary’s mission in the world.  So it is a very good 
day for us to have a “family gathering” for mutual encouragement in living out our Marianist 
vocation, for renewing it and celebrating it together.   
 

With the intention of helping the celebration, we propose here some guidelines for your 
inspiration, in the event that there is no other local proposal.  As in the past, we recall the 
strength and fruitfulness of the Marianist life through some life testimonies.  This time we are 

proposing two young witnesses who lived deeply their 
vocation and sealed it with their untimely deaths.  Both had 
a promising pastoral future in leading young people to the 
Marianist charism.  The “Faustino Groups” in several 
countries and the “Michel Groups” in Colombia (a country 
which is celebrating fifty years of Marianist presence) are 
authentic incubators of Marianist vocations to the various 
branches of the Family.  The witness of their lives shows 
us that the fruitfulness of our Marianist life does not 
depend upon its length, but upon the intensity with which 
we live it. 
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WITNESSES OF THE FRUITFULNESS OF OUR CHARISM 
 
 

  FAUSTINO 
HIS LIFE 

 

Faustino Pérez Manglano Magro  was born in 
Valencia (Spain) on August 4, 1946, the eldest of four 
brothers.  From his parents, Faustino and 
Encarnación, he received a meticulous Christian 
education.  In 1952 he entered the Marianist school of 
Nuestra Señora del Pilar (at that time located in Plaza 
del Conde de Carlet).   In 1954 he received his First 
Communion and he was confirmed in 1955.   

 

In October 1960, he joined a boys’ club in the school.  
The group met once a week.  On October 22, during a retreat, he wrote in his diary:   
 

“We are talking about many things, but one thing grabbed my attention:  What is my vocation?  
Doctor, chemist?  Perhaps the idea of being a priest?  That last possibility impressed me the 
most.  Has God called me?  He will tell me.  In the hours I still have in the retreat today, I am 
going to keep complete silence. Maybe God is speaking to me….”  “ I am going to try to live the 
asceticism of yes”: to say yes to everything that is good.”  Later, during the supper taken in 
silence:  “At supper I saw very clearly:  the Lord wants me to be a Marianist religious.” 
 
 

HIS SPIRIT 
 

 “How good it is to be in company with Christ”   (Oct. 21, 1960). 

 “Help me, Jesus, to be an apostle.  I keep nothing for myself.  Let my love for you 
make me give myself to others” (June 6, 1961). 

 “I am very happy.  Today is the First Friday of May, an important day for me.  I feel 
God’s call like only a few times before.  United with Mary and Jesus, I am 
overflowing with joy.  How can I thank God for being so beautiful and wonderful 
while living close to Christ?” (May 4, 1962). 

 “I became aware that I have to become a saint.  One can’t be a mediocre Christian.  
May those who see me, see Christ in me” (Jan. 20, 1963). 

 “We have to be apostles by example; our very presence alone must attract others to 
Christ” (Jan. 22, 1963). 

 “Being useful to others is one of my resolutions and I want to put it into practice. I 
will be very conscious of everyone I know and see how I can help them” (June 22, 
1961). 
 

 “Today the Church needs witnesses.  We must be Christ’s witnesses who show that in 
the 20th century one can live a holy life just as great as during the early centuries of 
the Church” (Jan. 26, 1962). 
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 “O Mary, I want to be your apostle.  We have to win the world for you, as did Father 
Chaminade, keeping you as our guide and Jesus as our model.  Help me, Mother, to 
love you more and better” (May 16, 1962).   

 “Today marks twenty months since God told me to follow him.  It is wonderful to 
think that I shall spend my entire life in the service of Jesus and Mary.  I shall be a 
fisher of souls.  I have been thinking about it and I would be pleased to go as a 
Marianist religious to South America, where so many hands are needed to save 
souls.” June 22, 1962).  
  

HIS DEATH  
 

On November 29, 1960, Faustino fell ill.  After medical tests, the illness was finally diagnosed as 
Hodgkin’s Disease, an incurable ailment at that time.  He underwent an aggressive and grueling 
treatment.  For long periods he had to remain at home.  On January 23 he could not get out of 
bed.   On March 3, 1963, he died in the arms of his mother. 

 

 
 
MICHEL 

 

HIS LIFE 
 
Miguel Ángel Quiroga, whose friends and neighbors 
called him Michel, was born in Facatativá, Colombia, on 
October 1, 1972.  His parents were Susana Gaona and 
Gustavo Quiroga. 

He passed his childhood very involved with the parish of 
Nuestra Señora de la Caridad, run by the Marianists in the 
Barrio Perpetuo Socorro of Bogotá.   

After his secondary school graduation he began his 
prenovitiate period with the Marianist Community, and a 
year later, in 1991, he made his novitiate in San Clemente, 
Risaralda.  On December 12, 1992, he consecrated himself 

to God as a Marianist, making his first profession of religious 
vows.  He worked for a year in Lloró, in the Diocese of Quibdó, in the midst of the Chocó rainforest, and 
then returned to Bogotá to study at the Universidad Pedagógica, where he earned the Licentiate in Social 
Sciences in December 1997.  During those studies, he taught at the Colegio Interparroquial del Sur (in 
south Bogotá), at that time directed by the Marianists. 

In January 1998 he was assigned again to the Marianist community in Lloró.   The Chocoan Church had 
always been known for its commitment to the poor and its work for peace and social development, and 
was admired throughout the country. 
 
HIS SPIRIT 
 

 “If we don’t change the postures of the heart, we won’t be able to change our country.” 
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 “I realized that God called me to unite my life to that of Jesus, working generously with the poor” 
(June, 1990). 

 “I thank God for this whole time of grace during this year of pastoral experience in the midst of 
the Chocoan people….  Living in this situation of suffering and joy, oppression and hope, death 
and life…has enriched my Marianist life” (September 1993). 

 “I want to give myself from the depths to that which has no limit to its depth.  For me this depth is 
the following of Jesus in the Marianist life” (October 1997).   

 A prayer he recited each day after Communion: 

Lord Jesus, unite your life to my life, 
Unite my life to your life, 

Unite our lives with the lives of others, 
So that I might know how to share and be a brother, 

And work at building up in this world, 
The Kingdom of God, our Father, 

In justice, life and liberation 
For the poor and oppressed, 

From our Marianist path in your footsteps as the Risen One. 
Amen. 

 

HIS DEATH 
 

It happened on September 18, 1998, in the forest of Chocó.  On the Atrato River, near the town of Lloró, 
a group of some twenty heavily armed paramilitaries  detained the two boats in which were traveling 
Michel, the parish priest José María Gutiérrez, SM, and a group of some forty local farmworkers.  They 
were on their way to a small village to celebrate its patronal feast. 
The paramilitaries demanded identification from everyone.  Michel and José María told them that they 
had no authority to do so, that they were illegal. 
The leader of the paramilitaries approached the group and without saying a word, shot the brother in the 
heart.  He died instantly. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR OUR FAMILY PRAYER MEETING 
 

1ST PART: 
LET US SHARE HOW WE LIVE OUR MARIANIST VOCATION 

 
We begin our prayer by evoking the call and the “yes” of Mary: 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke: 
 

 (The gospel of the Annunciation is proclaimed, the liturgical proper for March 25) 
 

Mary’s “yes” is prolonged in our Marianist “yes” to the Lord’s call 
 
For this part, one might follow, for example, this outline: 

 Reading of the proposed life testimonies.  
 Re-reading with pauses of the sentences in which each of them expressed his experience 

of living the Marianist vocation. 
 After a moment of silence, you are invited to choose an expression that most identifies 

your own lived experience of the Marianist vocation and, if you wish, to share it with the 
rest, explaining your choice.  

 Shared petitions for the Marianist Family and for vocations to each of its branches. 
 

Let us renew our “yes” to the Lord 
 

We can conclude by reciting this well-known prayer of Charles de Foucault, or another prayer 
that helps us to renew the living out of our vocation, to say again “yes,” like Mary, to the call of 
the Lord. 
 

Father, I put myself into your hands. 
Do with me what you will, 
Whatever it be, I thank you. 
I accept all, provided that 
your will be done in me 
and in all your creation. 

I desire nothing more, Father, 
I want nothing more. 

I offer you my soul, and I give it to 
you 

With all the love of which I am 
capable. 

Because I want to give myself, 
To put myself into your hands 

without measure, 
With infinite trust, 

Because you are my FATHER. 
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2nd PART: 
WITH MARY, WE THANK GOD FOR OUR MARIANIST VOCATION 

 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 

 
He has shown the strength of his arm, 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

the promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children forever. 

 
With Mary we give thanks to God 
 
In the Magnificat, Mary expresses her praise to God, whom she 
has experienced so profoundly and intimately as 

 the Lord, 
 the Savior, 
 “him who looks upon our poverty and our 

limitations” but is able to do great things with 
them,  

 him who reestablishes the poor person in dignity, 
inverting the order of the powerful of this world, 

 the merciful one, 
 the faithful one… 

    
Let us also recognize his presence and his action in our lives, 
which are consecrated to him with and like Mary 
 
Lector 1 We recognize you in our lives as the Lord, who alone gives life, who alone is  
worthy of possessing it, who alone is capable of bringing it to its fullness.  
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Lector 2 From the Book of Deuteronomy (6:4-6):  
“Hear, O Israel:  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.” 
 

All My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
 
Lector 1  We thank you, Lord, because in our lives you have shown yourself as the Savior, him 

who rescues us, drawing our lives out of the dynamic of sin and of the world. 
 
Lector 2  From the Gospel of John (3:16-17):  For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him. 

 
All  My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
Lector 1 We thank you, Lord, because in calling us as you did Mary, you have not looked upon 

our strengths and capabilities but upon our weaknesses and poverty.  
 
Lector 2 From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (66:1-2): 
 “Thus says the Lord:  Heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool;  what is the 

house that you would build for me, and what is my resting place?  All these things my 
hand has made, and so all these things are mine, says the Lord.  But this is the one to 
whom I will look, to the humble and contrite in spirit, who trembles at my word.”   

 
All  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 

 
Lector 1 We thank you, Lord, because you have called us to collaborate like Mary and with 

Mary for the coming of your Kingdom of justice and peace.  
 
Lector 2 From the Book of Ben Sira (10:7-9): 

“Arrogance is hateful to the Lord and to mortals, and injustice is outrageous to both.  
Sovereignty passes from nation to nation on account of injustice and insolence and 
wealth.  How can dust and ashes be proud?  Even in life the human body decays. 
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All  The Lord has shown the strength of his arm, 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty.   

 
Lector 1 We thank you, Lord, because you are a merciful and faithful God, who never goes back 

on your promises, whom nothing and nobody can make forget or betray your being, 
pure love. 

 
Lector 2 From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (49:14-16):  But Zion said: “The Lord has 

forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me.”  Can a woman forget her nursing child, or 
show no compassion for the child of her womb?  Even if these may forget, yet I will not 
forget you.  See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands. 

 
All  The Lord  has come to the help of his servant Israel 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children forever. 

 
(The celebration may be concluded with a spontaneous and shared thanksgiving, singing together 
the Magnificat or another song considered appropriate.) 
 
 
 


