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Funny, Wistful, Poignant and Clever

“The Dining Room”
By A.R. Gurney • Director: Fiona Foster
Thrifty Thursday April 23 • Opening Night Champagne Celebration April 24

Have a cocktail or two and get ready to laugh and shed a few
tears as TAP presents The Dining Room, A. R. Gurney’s funny
and wistful portrayal of the decline of upper-middle-class, White
Anglo-Saxon Protestant (WASP) culture, the second production
of TAP’s 2015 season.
Nominated for the 1985 Pulitzer Prize in drama, this brilliant
comedy of manners is set entirely in an elegantly appointed dining
room, Gurney’s symbol for the last bastion of the Northeastern
social set. Deploying a passing parade of characters in a series of
vignettes, the playwright gently skewers some elements of WASP
tradition but also laments the loss of others—order, civility, grace
and family togetherness.
TAP veteran Fiona Foster faced the challenge of directing eight
actors playing 56 different characters of varying ages in 18 separate
scenes, a structural device that Gurney, in typically understated
WASP fashion, once called “oddly demanding.” Indeed, the actors
change roles, personalities and ages with virtuoso skill as they
depict a wide variety of characters, ranging from little boys to stern
grandfathers and from giggling teenage girls to Irish housemaids.
Each vignette introduces a new set of people and events that
reflect the fragmentation of WASP society: a father lectures his

Performances:
Fridays and Saturdays: April 24, 25,
May 1, 2, 8 and 9 at 8 p.m.
Sundays April 26, May 3 and 10 at 2 p.m.
Tickets: $15 for adults, $5 for students
Thrifty Thursday:
April 23 at 7 p.m. two-for-one tickets

son on grammar and politics; a boy returns from boarding school
to discover his mother’s infidelity; a senile grandmother doesn’t
recognize her own sons at a Thanksgiving dinner; a daughter, her
marriage a shambles, pleads futilely to return to the stable home
life that she remembers from childhood. Dovetailing swiftly and
smoothly, the varied scenes ultimately coalesce, into a theatrical
experience of exceptional range, compassionate humor and
abundant humanity.
The eight actors in The Dining Room are Alison Lynch,
Leigh Marquess, Maggie Garey, Lauren Spyker, David Cherry,
John Norton, Erik Murray and Greg Rohman.
Lynch plays the Real Estate Agent, Annie, Aggie, Nancy, Helen
and Claire. Marquess handles the roles of Sally, Ellie, Winkie,
Margery, Kate and Bertha. Garey plays Mother, Carolyn, Dora,
Old Lady, Aunt Harriet Emily and Ruth. Spyker plays Lizzie,
Grace, Peggy, Beth, Sarah and Meg. Cherry plays Howard,
Michael, Ted, Fred, Gordon and Harvey, while Norton portrays
Father/Russell, Billy, Grandfather, Stuart, Jim and Standish.
Murray plays the Client, Charlie, Psychiatrist, Brewster, Nick, Tony
and Dick. Rohman takes on the roles of Arthur, the Architect,
Paul, Ben, Chris and David.
The production crew for The Dining Room includes
producer Julie Barnett, assistant directors Susan Patterson and
Nicole Millette, and stage manager Rob Lynch. Set design is by
Lawrie Jessup, costumes by Janet Pfeffer, lighting design by Skipper
Marquess and sound design by Patrick Fee. Production assistants
include Brooke Christensen and Julia Gannon.

DINNER & A SHOW!

Call Oxford’s fine dining establishments for a 6 p.m. pre-theater dinner reservation and receive a
10% discount from Latitude 38 and Pope’s Tavern, and a 15% discount from the Robert Morris Inn.
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Meet the Director:
Fiona Foster, director of The Dining
Room, has co-directed Arsenic and
Old Lace, Harvey, The Gin Game,
The Foreigner, The Mousetrap
(with husband David Foster) and The
Odd Couple (female version with
Alex Handy). She has directed The
Dining Room, Inherit the Wind, Search for Signs of
Intelligent Life in the Universe, Dear Liar, Lettice and
Lovage, Sylvia, Later Life, On the Verge, Fuddy Meers
and Who Am I This Time? In addition, she has produced
more than 20 other productions, is a board member of
the Oxford Community Center and TAP and keeper of
the database for season subscribers, patrons and newsletter
mailings for TAP. Her free time is spent with her two
youngest granddaughters; TAP’s new star, Galen Marquess
(daughter of leading lady Leigh and lighting designer
Skipper); and her “Broadway Baby,” Lila Rosemary
Husovsky (daughter of a stage manager and actor).

TAP gives ProPs To iTs
Night Watch volunTeers:
TAP is deeply appreciative of the dedicated volunteers who
took tickets, served refreshments and made the show go on
for Night Watch: Rebecca Ellison, Steve Clyburn, Pete and
Carla Howell, Betty Dorbin, Marilyn and Herb Ziegler, Tom
and Barb Mann, Dorette and Larry Murray, Ed and Beth
Anne Langrell, Sheila Wainwright, Caroline Kennerly, Diane
Lawrence, Nancy Wilson and Peter Dunbar, John Simms, Ira
Nelson, Lindsey Hammer, Edith Humphries, Lynn and Dave
Carroll, Alison, Rob and Kyla Lynch, Susan and John Porch,
Betty Harris, Lynda Ramsey-Bradshaw, Toby Skrupski, Kathy
Hanna, Sabina Simonson, and Laura McCabe.

Volunteer to work during a performance and enjoy the
show free of charge. Contact info@tredavonplayers.org
or call 410-226-0061, line 5.

Buy anything on Smile.Amazon
and donate to TAP
TAP has joined the Amazon Smile program. For every
eligible purchase made through Smile.Amazon.com (do
not use Amazon.com) TAP receives 0.5% of the purchase
price. Participating in the program is easy and only takes
one action. You need to log onto Smile.Amazon.com and
select Tred Avon Players as your charity. You only have to
do this once. From then on shop as usual, starting at Smile.
Amazon.com and you will be donating to TAP.

Note from TAP President:
Here it is...the month of March! Snow is coming down,
daffodils are contemplating coming up and rehearsals are
under way for TAP’s next production, The Dining Room
by A.R. Gurney, deftly directed by Fiona Foster. This is one
of Gurney’s most eloquently written plays. We have a cast of
eight, with each actor portraying a combination of different
characters. We are taken through generations of one family, as
they pass through their lives in one dining room.
I know that nowadays many families don’t use or even have
a dining room. Things change, but I still have the mahogany
dining-room set my parents were given when they married in
1944. We ate breakfast, lunch and dinner around this table—
my mother, father, sister, brother and I. We didn’t have a maid
as in the play, but we did have a visiting grandmother, many
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. I remember playing hideand-seek under the dining room table, celebrating birthdays
and blowing out candles on birthday cakes, graduation parties
and my mother’s canasta evenings. I also remember polishing
all that mahogany...again, no maid!
Today, that dining room table, credenza and china closet
grace my own home--a little worse for wear, yet still lovely.
And they hold for me the memories of growing up with
family, relatives, friends--and cats--around the table in our
dining room. And, yes, I polish the mahogany...still, no maid!
I am so excited to see this play, to see how lives and families
flow through generations--and to see, perhaps, a reflection of
my family. As the stage is set and the lights go up, we look
forward to seeing you in The Dining Room.
Sincerely,
Maureen Curtin, President

TAP’s David H. Foster
Scholarship Nominations
Tred Avon Players is accepting nominations for the TAP
David H. Foster Scholarship until March 31. The nominees
will be judged on their contribution to local community
theater and must have worked on at least one TAP
production over the past 18 months. The nominees
will be judged on their total contribution to community
theater on the mid-shore and must be graduating seniors
from one of the mid-shore high schools. The maximum
scholarship is $1,000, but the award may be split among
multiple winners. Please send the name of nominee, a list
of plays they have participated in, an explanation of their
role/contribution to each play, the name of the group
that produced the play, the name of their high school
and contact information for the nominee and individual
making the nomination. Include a brief statement
describing how the nominee exemplifies the future
of community theater. Send to the TAP Educational
Committee, care of: hzieglerphd@hotmail.com

Lo

For reservations and information, call 410-226-0061 or visit www.tredavonplayers.org
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Playwright’s daughter applauds

Night Watch:
Wendy Harlow, daughter of Night Watch author Lucille Fletcher, attended a performance of Night Watch during
its run. She offered these comments about TAP’s production of the play: “Many thanks to Nicole Millette for playing the
troubled Elaine Wheeler with sensitivity, passion and flair. Both my husband, Jon, and I send our best wishes to her, to
director John Norton and to ALL the talented Tred Avon Players who brought my mother Lucille Fletcher’s play Night
Watch back to the stage. Please give my compliments to Lawrie Jessup, Peter Dunbar, Cid Collins Walker and Skipper
Marquess for the elegant stage set and lighting they created for the play. She would have loved the warm and rich colors,
the decorative objects and the atmospheric changes in lighting, as well as the placing of the chess set and the three paintings
evoking certain aspects of the main character and the plot. My thanks also go to Julie Patterson for her imaginatively designed
poster of the play and to John Norton and all the cast members who were kind enough to sign it and present it to me after the
performance on February 22. With best wishes to both the cast and the production staff of the Tred Avon Players.”

Spotlight on the cast of

“The Dining Room”
John Norton

Erik Murray

Maggie Garey

Leigh Marquess

David Cherry

Greg Rohman

Alison Lynch

David H. Foster
Scholarship Fund

Lauren Spyker

Donations may be made in
David H. Foster’s memory
at any time to:
TAP
P. O. Box 444,
Oxford, MD 21654,
Attn: David H. Foster
Scholarship Fund

Photos: Cid Collins Walker

If you receive your newsletter by mail, please inform us by phone or email when you will
be away so we can postpone the mailing of the newsletter until your return to the area.
TAP is funded in part by a General Operating Grant from the Maryland State Arts Council, with funds provided by the State of Maryland and by the
National Endowment for the Arts, and by a similar grant from the Talbot County Arts Council, agencies which believe that a great nation deserves
great art, and that promotion of the arts is good for our families, our businesses and our communities.
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