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Dazzling, Stirring, Exhuberant

“Merrily We Roll Along”
With Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by George Furth • Director: Talley Wilford

Thrifty Thursday August 6 • Opening Night Champagne Celebration August 7
Stephen Sondheim’s musical Merrily We Roll Along, the
Tred Avon Players’ third show of the 2015 season, promises
Shore audiences a rollicking and heartrending showbizworld journey. In this energetic tale, Sondheim and writer
George Furth explore the meaning of friendship, the impact
of compromise and the high price of success—and the
importance of staying true to one’s ideals. Amid the soaring
melodies and wit, the play carries an undercurrent of sadness
and loss. It opens on Aug. 6 and runs weekends through Aug.
23 at the Oxford Community Center.
Merrily We Roll Along is TAP’s first-ever Sondheim musical.
It is directed by Talley Wilford, who previously directed She
Loves Me and Leaving Iowa for TAP. The show also marks
the producing debut for Lynn and Rob Sanchez, who are also
TAP actors.
Merrily We Roll Along tells the story of Franklin Shepard,
once a talented but penniless composer of Broadway musicals.
Shepard abandoned his youthful idealism and his two best
friends, budding lyricist Charley Kringas and aspiring writer
Mary Flynn, and left New York for Hollywood, where he

became a fabulously wealthy movie producer. The play begins
at the pinnacle of his Hollywood fame in 1976 and moves
backwards to 1957, showing the transitional moments in
Shepard’s life that shaped the person he became and tracing
the changing relationships over time among the three old
New York cronies. As the years rolled by, they each became
successful professionally but drifted apart as friends.
TAP has assembled a stellar cast led by Sam Stenecker as
Franklin, Zack Schlag playing Charley and Olivia Litteral as
Mary. Other players are Randy Bachand (Mr. Spencer), Ellen
Grunden (Mrs. Spencer), Beth Anne Langrell (Beth Spencer),
David Cherry (Joe Josephson), Katelynn Cherry (Meg),
Brooke Christensen (Gussie Carnegie), Lindsey Hammer
(Scotty), Emily Harrison (K. T. Lewis), Marshall Bailey
(Jerome) and Seth Wagner (Franklin Shepard Jr.).
The production crew are Lucy Bond, stage manager;
Katrina Link, assistant stage manager, Ellen Grunden, music
director; Tom Gross, sound engineer; and Jake Mullen,
lighting designer. Costumes were designed by Wilford, Bond
and Link.

Performances:
Fridays and Saturdays August
7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 at 8 p.m.
Sunday Matinees August 9, 16, 23 at 2 p.m.
Tickets: $20 for adults, $5 for students
Thrifty Thursday, August 6 at 7 p.m.: two-for-one tickets

DINNER & A SHOW!

Call Oxford’s fine dining establishments for a 6 p.m. pre-theater dinner reservation and receive a
15% discount from the Robert Morris Inn and a 10% discount from Latitude 38 and Pope’s Tavern.
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Meet the Director:
Stephen Sondheim is my favorite
composer. It is a great pleasure to bring
his glorious work to TAP audiences for
the first time. In 2007, at the ripe old
age of 16, I founded my own theater
company with a rag-tag group of highschool theater friends. We call ourselves
the Underground Actors. Since then, I have directed more
than 15 plays and musicals through the Underground
Actors, three of them featuring the work of Sondheim.
Those musicals were Sweeney Todd, Company and Assassins.
And now comes Merrily We Roll Along to delight and dazzle
audiences in Oxford. Merrily is a perfect show for TAP to
premiere as its first-ever Sondheim musical. While featuring
his beautifully crafted lyrics, it tells the unique story of
success and its demanding costs through a reverse narration
as we see layer after layer the toll that success brings to
even the best of friends in our lead trio, Frank, Mary and
Charley. It is a perfect blend of optimism with the greatest
and most humbling of lessons--that life has ideas about
your expectations. --Talley Wilford

TAP applauds its volunteers
for The Dining Room:
TAP is deeply appreciative of the dedicated volunteers who
took tickets, served refreshments and helped make the show
go on for The Dining Room: Ellen and Gil Anderson,
Barbara and Tom Mann, Doretta and Larry Murray, Skipper
Marquess, Susan Patterson, Diane Lawrence, Nancy and
Peter Dunbar, George Ludington, Toby Scropski, Carla and
Pete Howell, Herb and Marilyn Ziegler, Carolyn Jaffe, Kathy
Hanna, Cathy Wilson, Sheila Wainwright, Kate Gallagher,
Allison Rawleigh, Gail Aveson, Lisa Hageman, Cheryl
Krebeck, Lynne Mielke, Edith Humphries, Ira Nelson,
Joe Tyler and Dana Haddaway, Barbara Hartshorn, Betty
Dorbin, Rose Sigman, Caroline Kinnerly.

Volunteer to work during a performance and enjoy the
show free of charge. Contact info@tredavonplayers.org
or call 410-226-0061, line 5.

Note from TAP President:
My Love Affair with Musicals
It is always special when TAP puts on a musical.
I imagine that most of the cast members recall how
their love affair with musicals began. For me, it started
in the sixth grade when I sang my first solo. I sang
‘Wouldn’t It Be Loverly’ from My Fair Lady at our
school talent show. Was I hooked!
Our neighborhood had lots of kids of assorted
ages, so for several summers we put on a musical each
summer. One of us was the director, we were each
assigned parts and we sang our songs along with the
record, so someone was the “sound tech” and we had
costumes. One summer we did The King and I and
another we did My Fair Lady, and I got to be Eliza
Doolittle.
In junior high, I was asked to sing “Someday My
Prince Will Come” from Snow White at the Spring
Concert. I was just in the seventh grade. I got a
standing ovation that went on so long I had to take
another bow when I got to the top bleacher before
taking my seat! Okay, I was crying at that point!
Most of the musicals we saw in those days where on
television. They were often from the 1930s and ‘40s
and featured stars like Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers and
Judy Garland. They were fabulous and sophisticated
but pretty conventional Hollywood fare.
And then, bam, came West Side Story, a tale about
teens and gangs and love. I don’t recall any gangs in
our school but, still, West Side Story was about us, not
our parents. We knew all the songs by heart, most of
the lines and some of the dances.
And guess who wrote the lyrics to West Side Story?
Stephen Sondheim, composer of Merrily We Roll Along,
TAP’s next production. So take a minute and think
back to your first experience with musicals. Was it in
school, at the movies, on TV, at a community theater
or perhaps a real professional performance? In any
case, we invite you to join us at the theater!
Sincerely,
Maureen Curtin, President

David H. Foster
Scholarship Fund

TAP Volunteers for The Dining Room, Alison Rawleigh
(left) and Gail Aveson (right).

Donations may be made in
David H. Foster’s memory
at any time to:
TAP, P. O. Box 444, Oxford, MD 21654,
Attn: David H. Foster Scholarship Fund

Lo

For reservations and information, call 410-226-0061 or visit www.tredavonplayers.org
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Auditions for

“Lives Interrupted”
The Tred Avon Players will hold auditions for Lives Interrupted, directed by Alex Handy, at the Art
Academy in Easton on Tuesday, July 21, and Thursday, July 23, at 7 p.m., and Sunday, July 26, at 1 p.m.
The Art Academy is located at 106 South Street. First presented by TAP in 2010 to standing-room-only
audiences, this acclaimed musical revenue returns as a moving tribute to the tragedy and triumph of the
World War II era. The original script was written by a TAP collaboration of Betty Dorbin, Steve Clyburn,
David Foster, Robyn Mendelsohn and Handy with musical direction by Marcia Gilliam.
Dates for performances are Fridays and Saturdays, Oct. 23, 24, 30 and 31 at 8 p.m. and Nov. 6 and 7
and 11 (Veteran’s Day), also at 8 p.m., and Sunday matinees Oct. 25 and Nov. 1 and 8 at 2 p.m. “Thrifty
Thursday,” featuring two-for-one tickets Oct. 22 at 8 p.m.

Spotlight on the cast of

“Merrily We Roll Along”

“Merrily” rolling along in TAP’s next production are, from left, director Talley
Wilford, David Cherry (Joe Josephson), Olivia Litteral (Mary), Sam Stenecker
(Franklin), Beth Anne Langell (Beth Spencer), Brooke Christensen (Gussie
Carnegie) and Zack Schlag (Charley). Photo Courtesy: Cid Collins Walker

Buy anything on
Smile.Amazon
and donate to TAP
TAP has joined the Amazon
Smile program. For every eligible
purchase made through Smile.
Amazon.com (do not use
Amazon.com) TAP receives 0.5%
of the purchase price. Participating
in the program is easy and only
takes one action. You need to log
onto Smile.Amazon.com and
select Tred Avon Players as your
charity. You only have to do this
once. From then on shop as usual,
starting at Smile.Amazon.com and
you will be donating to TAP.

Are you interested in working
back stage? Join our team! We
are looking for stage crew and
tech to assist in running lights
and sound. We will train you.

If you receive your newsletter by mail, please inform us by phone or email when you will
be away so we can postpone the mailing of the newsletter until your return to the area.
TAP is funded in part by a General Operating Grant from the Maryland State Arts Council, with funds provided by the State of Maryland and by the
National Endowment for the Arts, and by a similar grant from the Talbot County Arts Council, agencies which believe that a great nation deserves
great art, and that promotion of the arts is good for our families, our businesses and our communities.
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