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We were all shocked and saddened by the loss of our friend and co-worker Carl Ryan on Saturday, June 

11, 2016. Carl came to Norwalk Cove in 1974 and was here for 42 years. His father had worked for 

Gardella Trucking, a related family company, for 30 years. Carl was a walking encyclopedia about any 

powerboat or sailboat, and all marine engines. He could remember most anything and, rarely, if ever, 

had to look at a manual.  

He will be missed by all who knew him. His legacy will live on. 

During the Vietnam era, Carl’s aptitudes and intelligence were recognized and instead of being drafted 

and sent to the Vietnam War, he was given his choice of where he wished to serve. He chose Panama 

and quickly rose to the rank of staff sergeant. It is rumored that he was even voted “soldier of the year” 

at one point. After Panama he returned to hike the Appalachian Trail from beginning to end. 

He returned to Norwalk in 1974 and became the service manager when Jack Haigh transitioned to yacht 

sales. During the busy 80’s when Norwalk Cove became the # 1 dealership for Bristol Yachts, Grand 

Banks, and # 2 or 3 dealership for Bertram and Hatteras, he was directing the make-ready and delivery 

of every boat sold, as well as tending to the marina’s customers. He once accompanied Jim Gardella to 

Indonesia to personally deliver a new Hatteras to that country’s president.  

It’s often said that Carl had forgotten more about boats than anyone else knew.  A customer returning 

to Cove for service once said “I don’t know if you remember me…”  Carl looked at him for a minute and 

said “you were here fours years ago and we replaced your starboard stuffing box”.  

That was Carl, and he will be missed.   

If you wish to leave a note or card for his family, please stop by his golf cart tribute at the front of the 

marina service office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


