Addiction is a Public Health Crisis:  What Are WE Going To Do?

LISTEN:
Over the past several months, I have had the privilege to spend time with individuals and families living with addiction, recovery and loss all across New York State.  It has been an incredible and inspiring experience to LISTEN to them share their personal experiences. As varied as their stories may be, there are several messages that come through in nearly every one. 

It is time to treat addiction as a public health issue- not a criminal justice issue.
It is time to stop denying people access to addiction detoxification and treatment!
It is time to develop a system of services that supports long-term recovery!
It is time to stop putting people in jail, rather than in treatment!
It is time to provide recovery supports for individuals and families!
It is time to stop ignoring the needs of families living with someone suffering from addiction!
It is time to start local Recovery Community Organizations (RCO’s) throughout New York!
It is time to open Recovery Community Centers (RCC’s) across New York State!
It is time to stop investing in the PROBLEM-  Active Addiction - and
It is time to START investing in the SOLUTION - Prevention, Treatment and Recovery!

Plain and simple, recovery is the foundation of treating addiction as a public health issue!
[bookmark: _GoBack]For decades, individuals and families in recovery have quietly served as the primary “movers and shakers” in local and statewide organizations - as volunteers as well as paid staff.  Without question, their leadership has accomplished a great deal in terms of developing programs and services, as well as in setting policy, passing legislation and providing funding support.

ACT – The Time is Now!
For our part, FOR-NY is dedicated to a plan of local community recruitment and engagement all across New York State which will include the following activities (as well as others):
· Technical Assistance:  Support of local Recovery Community Organizations (RCO’s)
· Screenings and Q&A of “The Anonymous People”
· Family Recovery Forum
· Family to Family Toolkit
· Training:  “Our Stories Have Power” messaging training
· Training:  “The Science of Addiction and Recovery”
· Training:  “Supervision for Recovery Coaches”
· “Recovery Talks”-  Community Listening Forums
· Recovery Community Organization (RCO) Toolkit
· Statewide Recovery Needs Survey
· Establishment of NY CARES- Council on Addiction Recovery, Education and Support
· Statewide “Community-Based Recovery Supports” Meetings
· Annual New York Recovery Conference

If you have any questions about any of these programs, or want to become involved, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 518-487-4395.

