
Was Cecil A Teacher? 
 

 
 
In today's modern era that is often driven by social media, where photographs and verbal blurbs 
can go viral by simply pushing "send," it has become apparent that the practices which 
characterize our hunting community are under the microscope for the world to see. I suspect we 
are all too familiar with the dramatic attention that Cecil, the lion, received a few weeks ago. 
There's only one other occasion that I recall where a hunting-related matter created as much 
attention as Cecil. I continue to hear "qualified reports" on what actually took place, who's at 
fault, whether lawful boundaries were breached, etc., and let me make it clear that the nature of 
this editorial is not to cast judgment on what took place. 
  
Regardless of whether you, or I, think that the whole Cecil matter is a crock, I do think there are 
some take-home lessons to be learned from Cecil; for the hunting community to think 
otherwise, is perhaps burying our head in proverbial sand. Hunting and wildlife cultures vary 
immensely from one country to the next, so certain lessons to be learned from Cecil that apply to 
one part of the globe, may have little or no merit within other international cultures. 
 
Here's my 5-pronged, short summary on take-home lessons from Cecil: 
 
1. Never Apologize For Being A Hunter - It's been well-documented on how funds from 
hunting have served as the chief financier for wildlife restoration and wildlife conservation in 
the U.S. for well over 100 years. Hunting incentivizes stewardship of our natural resources, 
translating into habitat management and protection of wildlife. Hunters should never apologize 
for being a hunter. 
 
2. Empathy Bridges Communication- Until one tries to put themself in a psychological 
position of understanding one's adversary, in the context of such adversarial reasoning, a barrier 
inherently exists regarding the ability to reconcile opinions and values that are polarized. We 
must do a better job of trying to understand the logic of our adversaries and we must try and 
have more compassion for them and more patience to try and understand their reasoning...this 
goes against the grain of how most people are wired, and I must admit this can be a weakness 
for me! Nelson Mandela was perhaps the master of this approach in addressing adversarial 
values. 
 
3. Time For A Regulatory Facelift? In recent years, mainstream USA and our hunting 
practices have taken diverging paths, in many instances. Society has become hyper-sensitive 
about animal welfare, while hunting has continued on a path of relying on advancing 



technologies and artificial wildlife practices to satisfy the itch of certain hunting appetites. In 
some ways, this has created an even greater wedge between hunters and non-hunters. Perhaps 
it's time that our hunting community take a bite of humble pie and recognize that many of our 
modern day hunting practices do not jibe well with the values of mainstream USA? I personally 
do not think that our hunting community has sufficiently instituted safeguards to protect the 
strength of our markets, compared to other sporting industries...we lose our markets, we lose 
our industry! People do not like new laws, but there is a reason why our country was largely 
shaped by "Freedom Under the Law,"....we need laws to protect ourself from ourselves, and we 
need regulatory sideboards to protect the sustainable health of various industries, including 
hunting. Perhaps it's time for some refinement with the regulatory environment of our hunting 
practices? 
 
4. Be Willing To Sign Your Work! In the words of Leopold, "A peculiar virtue of wildlife 
ethics is that the hunter ordinarily has no gallery to applaud or disapprove his conduct. 
Whatever his acts, they are dictated by his own conscience, rather than by a mob of onlookers. It 
is difficult to exaggerate the importance of this fact." It is my opinion that Leopold's observation 
is partially obsolete in this modern world of electronic communication, where the reflection of 
our actions can become almost instantly visible to the "mob on onlookers." Though the simple 
word, "ethics," can easily polarize circumstances, I've become impatient with hunters' comments 
regarding the notion that we should not try to  push our ethics onto one another; personally, I 
think that's become a convenient cop-out for hunters and others to try and justify their actions 
through a false sense of contentment regarding hunting and wildlife ethics. We will be judged by 
our actions, and as a hunter or wildlife manager, if you are not willing to sign your name on the 
"picture" that serves as your daily log, for the world to see, then chances are pretty good that 
those actions will not hold up to the smell test of an American society who has grown hyper-
sensitive toward things such as animal welfare and environmental friendliness. So, be willing to 
sign your work, and let this serve as the compass for shaping your actions as a hunter. This 
litmus should not only apply to how we hunt game animals, but should also apply to how these 
animals are produced, as well. 

 
5. Natural Resource Literacy is Key- Before we can have an intelligent conversation about 
the critical role that hunting plays in wildlife conservation, we must first do a better job of 
educating our society about the importance of wild things and wild places. A growing disconnect 
between mainstream USA and our natural world is a fundamental erosion of core societal values 
that separate advanced countries from third world countries. When society can relate to the 
diverse values of wildlife...biological and ecological values, emotional and spiritual values, 
recreational values, and financial values...then, and only then, can we have an intelligent 
conversation about the critical role that hunting plays in the conservation of wild things and 
wild places. These days, we are often speaking two "different languages," getting nowhere in 
these deliberations. 
 
Perhaps the paradigm for hunting and wildlife is not much different today than in the late 1800s 
when the new upstart hunter/conservationists separated themselves from market hunters and 
created a new hunting culture that resulted in the world's greatest wildlife conservation success 
story? I fear that acceptance of hunting in mainstream USA is at a tipping point and it concerns 
me that the direction of the swing is not favorable for the sustainable health of hunting. It is my 
opinion that the hunting community must not only learn to play the game harder, but we must 
learn to play the game SMARTER. Otherwise, hunting will lose, wildlife will lose, and ultimately, 
our societal health will lose. 
 
I hope that you and your family are doing well. Please drop us a line if you would like to explore 
any hunting possibilities in the future. Take care and we'll catch you later. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Greg Simons 



 


