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PSAD President Grace Shirk-Emmons announced the appointment of Kristen Arney Griffin as the 

new part-time Youth Adult Program Coordinator, starting on March 7, 2016. The purpose of the 

program is to help prepare Deaf and Hard of Hearing adults ages 18 – 22 become active and self-

supporting citizens in their communities through citizenship and leadership development. This 

program is funded by a one year grant from the Pennsylvania Developmental Disabilities Council 

and PSAD provided a funding match. 

Kristy reports to Dr. Harvey Corson, PSAD Executive 

Director, for guidance and support. Also, there is a 

Young Adult Program Committee which provides 

programming ideas and feedback. The committee 

consists of the following members: Evy Williams, 

Chair; Sharon Antal; Dr. Harvey Corson; Elizabeth 

Hill; Jeff Yockey; and Grace Shirk-Emmons, ex-

officio. For more information about the Young Adult 

Program (YAP), please contact Kristy Griffin, 

Coordinator at yapkristygriffin@psadweb.org. 

 Kristy Arney Griffin grew up in San Antonio, Texas and attended various types of schools, oral 

and mainstreaming programs. Kristy attended the Rochester Institute of Technology in Rochester, 

New York and met her husband, Billy Griffin, who is now ZVRS Customer Experience & 

Relationship Manager. Since then, she has lived in Philadelphia, PA.  Kristy has worked in many 

areas that have prepared her for this position: Case Manager at Elwyn, Inc.; Job Readiness Teacher 

in Job Center, High School Life Skills Teacher, and Coach at the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 

(PSD); and also Coordinator of Friday Night Live, an after-school program for high school 

students who are on their way becoming young adults. While working at PSD, she attended 

Arcadia University in Glenside, PA and received a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. Kristy 

also does not shy away from volunteer opportunities - volunteered to help Deaf Apostolate in 

Philadelphia area, was a volunteer coordinator for the 2010 National Association of the Deaf’ 

(NAD) Conference in Philadelphia and volunteered again as the Kids  Kamp Co-Coordinator at 

the 2012 NAD  Conference in Louisville, KY. This summer Kristy will serve as the Kids Kamp 

Coordinator at the 2016 NAD Conference in Phoenix, AZ.  

Kristy is currently engaged raising her two wonderful teenage son, William, & daughter, Estella, 

and occasionally subbing at PSD as well. Kristy is looking forward to helping the young adults of 

Pennsylvania to become interested and active in the Pennsylvania community. 
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