
On February 25, 2016 the 2016/2017 Ontario budget was released which announced 

the government will be eliminating the $30 Drive Clean test fee.  The Drive Clean 

program will continue to operate as it has, and existing services will still be delivered 

although there will be some internal processing changes to the funding mechanism. 

The best way to facilitate this is being developed and we have not determined the ex-

act timing for implementation.   

Also, Volkswagen Canada Inc. very recently announced it will buy back, repair or 

compensate owners of vehicles equipped with diesel engines that pumped pollutants 

into the air as part of a scheme to cheat on emissions tests. Details of the plan are 

expected to be released in June 2016.                                   Regards      Jeff Hurdman 

On-Road Enforcement 

News…. Diesel exhaust 

has been declared carcino-

genic to humans as well as 

causing other detrimental 

respiratory problems. Re-

cent improvements to heavy 

duty vehicle emissions 

standards in North America 

require the installation of 

pollution control compo-

nents on newer trucks, 

which has resulted in signif-

icant reductions in NOx and 

diesel particulate matter! 

Deliberate tampering, such 

as the installation of DPF or 

EGR delete kits, or by-

passing of emissions control 

components, is a punishable 

offence under Regulation 

361/98. 
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Compliance Update 

Compliance with the Standard Operating Procedures and the Performance Agree-
ment are on-going issues at Drive Clean. We recognize the difficulty in understand-
ing all the rules and keeping your facility in operational compliance. We have a toll 
free technical support hotline service available for DCF staff to call and check be-
fore proceeding with any action they are unsure about; it’s there for you; so call! 1-
855-895-8509. Since the last newsletter we issued the following: 

1 Inspector/Repair Technician revocation 

3 DCF Suspensions                                                                                                      
- Neel’s Lube & Auto Detailing Center Ltd, Brampton (not testing vehicle as pre-
sented and manipulating engine components)                                                                                  
- Tecno Auto Service Inc., Markham (not testing vehicle as presented, test refusal)                                                                                                                              
- Al-Habib Auto Services Ltd, Toronto (not testing the vehicle as presented, vehicle 
manipulation, incorrect diagnosis, inappropriate repairs, falsely issuing conditional 
passes) 

1 Termination                                                                                                                  
- Super Deal Auto Sales Ltd., Kitchener (abandoned facility) 

Record Audits—What they tell us…...  

A record audit, or data audit, as described in Section 7.2.1.6 of your SOP, is a type of audit conducted by the Drive 

Clean office to help identify patterns and anomalies within the test and repair database. We use the trend results 

as a compliance tool to help identify DCFs who may have irregular test patterns when compared to their peer 

group (the group or type of facilities of the same or similar category and test volume). Recently we have been look-

ing closely at the data and comparing trends between peer groups. While not all data is created equal (e.g. facili-

ties that test newer vehicles have higher pass rates than those who test older ones) we have seen some interest-

ing statistics. We hope to have more information to provide to you about your individual facility in the coming 

months. 
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For general inquiries, or if you need 

a text version of this newsletter or to 

provide feedback, please contact the  

Drive Clean Contact Center  

1-888-758-2999 

 

Readiness support  

1-855-895-8509 

 

Website 

www.driveclean.com 

 

For the air we breathe 

Meet the Focus Group…. Hello, My 
name is Kenneth Sharp, I operate a test 
and repair facility called Sharp’s Auto 
Center and have been in the automobile 
repair industry in St Catharines for over 30 years. I am pleased to be involved in the Drive Clean Program since 2000. I have been a member of Drive Clean Focus Group for 2 years and see a great future with the improvements in the program and the effect on the environment because of everyone’s involvement. Contact me if you have questions about Drive Clean, I’m happy to hear from you! 

Contact Info 

Compliance and the SOP 

The Drive Clean office regularly communicates with the owners and staff at facilities through emails and OTU messages. 

When there are program updates (e.g. test fee), we will need to electronically communicate with your facilities. Drive Clean 

will also be releasing a new LDV and HDV SOP later this summer so here are a few housekeeping items we would like you to 

take care of: 

Emails and staff info update in Portal—Please go into the Portal and make sure the email contact and staff information for 

your facility is correct.  This will ensure you get your messages. 

Shop photos—We continue to reach out to facilities that need to update their shop photos on the Portal as it appears the 

ones on file are either blurry or missing key elements. We are happy to report the project resulted in 300 successful up-

loads. We are continuing with this effort. Next time you are in the Portal, check your photos to make sure they are up to date. 

Readiness conditional passes (RCP) - ‘Not ready’ is the exception, not the rule        

Record audits have identified facilities that have issued a high number of ‘readiness conditional passes’ (RCP).  We have 

been contacting these facilities to remind them of the requirements to make every effort to properly test the vehicle. In 

some situations it appears a DCF or non-DCF repair shop or vehicle owner is either disconnecting the battery or clearing the 

codes to falsely obtain a readiness conditional pass for ownership renewal or default TSI test for ownership transfer. Moni-

toring these facilities is a way to protect consumers from purchasing vehicles with pending emission related problems, 

where the MIL becomes illuminated shortly after purchase.   

For the proper OBD test procedure, refer to Section 3.4.1.6 of the SOP.  To get the vehicle ‘ready’ after the first readiness 

fail and before the re-test: a) at least 24 hours must have passed since the last test, b) the vehicle was driven at least 30 

kms; and c) the battery was not disconnected and/or the OBD codes were not cleared between the test and the retest. For 

vehicle specific criteria on readiness and drive cycles, refer to the manufacturer. Remember most vehicles should be able 

to get ready and it they’re having trouble, there is likely something needing repair. 

To further assist you in understanding a vehicles monitors and readiness, there is a 30 page manual entitled, ‘Drive Clean 

Seminar: Readiness Monitors’  available on the Portal. It uses specific vehicle examples and diagrams, and has links to on-

line resources. We also have addressed readiness in several Technical News Letters. Our ultimate goal at Drive Clean is to 

have vehicles repaired to reduce harmful emissions!  


