
Bluefield College Women's Ministries hosted the IF Gathering Conference on our campus this February.   
February 2014 was the first IF Conference, and I was lucky enough to view it online.  I signed up for the email 
Bible Study, IF Equip; a daily Bible Study via email and it was through that I receive the announcement that the 
2nd IF Gathering would include a new focus area.  IF College was presented with the following vision: “IF:College 
is a community of women who desire to take initiative for God's glory and for the good of others on their college 
campuses. Our desire is to do it together across the country!”  You might think that organizing a viewing of a 
conference online is a lot of work and stress, but the IF crew made this a breeze! 
 
Bluefield is a small Baptist College in Virginia.  We have a Baptist Campus Ministries chapter in addition to 
several Spiritual Formation opportunities on our campus. When I received the email from IF Equip I asked our 
BCM team if they were interested in hosting the event.  They agreed, so I signed up, was added to a Facebook 
group and began to spread the word.  The IF team provided all the materials like a listening guide and questions 
for small groups and the link for the conference for free!  They also sent me a link for a promotional video to be 
played in chapel.  All I had to do ahead of time was spread the word which we did with fliers and via email, 
Instagram,and Facebook and reserve the room.  Of course, you could do more, like have snacks etc, but for our 
first try we went super simple.   It was a little hard to cast vision for exactly what students would be attending, but 
there were a faithful few who showed up.  We opened the conference to women faculty and staff on our campus 
as well as ministry volunteers in the area.  Another bonus was that the sessions were all immediately archived 
allowing for our campus to view the sessions when it worked with our students schedules.  Our East Coasters 
appreciated not waking up at 8am on Saturday and instead viewing the 3rd session at noon.  The most exciting 
part is that there have been some conversations, convictions and ministry activities that have developed from 
that first weekend in February and the relationships of Jesus and the views of Him are growing and changing in 
the hearts of the women on our campus.  
 
My husband is a Football Coach, and we have 2 sons.  God has absolutely given me a passion for my roles both 
as Mama and Coach's Wife, but before either of those roles were present a love for college women was planted 
in my heart.  I have been incredibly blessed to be welcomed into the Spiritual Formation group as a volunteer on 
our campus, and even more blessed to see God moving this semester in part thanks to the IF Gathering 
Conference and IF Table.   
 
In almost 14 years of marriage we have only moved schools 4 times.  This last move, less then 2 years ago 
brought our family to Bluefield College in Bluefield, Virginia.  It was shortly after I had read Jennie Allen's book 
Anything.  Both Ordell and I had been praying that God would grow our ministry and specifically that God would 
begin to open doors for me to serve in women's ministry.  We weren't sure what my opportunities at Bluefield 
college might look like, but God was clearly calling us to move on, so we did.   
 
We had spent 10 years in the cornfields prior to our move to the mountains of Virginia  My husband worked his 
way up from assistant coach to coordinator to head coach in that time.  Our family grew in that time as well, and I 
soon discovered that babies attract girlfriends of football players.  Although I had always been friendly with 
player's girlfriends, there was something about my sweet infants that broke down barriers and opened hearts.  I 
often found myself answering questions about marriage, family, babies, God and the coaching life.  These 
conversations would sometimes develop into mentoring relationships and as they did I was energized by my 
interactions with students, and looked forward to my times loving on each different woman.  It is a privilege to be 
given permission to speak into the life of a college student, and I loved it.  As our home became known as a 
place where students were welcome, I realized that our circle of ministry was expanding.  Not only did it include 
football players and girlfriends of football players, it also included friends of girlfriends of football players and so 
on.  
 
Our passion for loving and supporting students during their college years had developed when we were 
students. Having attended a private Christian college, it was my husband's football coaches who had lived their 
lives and coached in such a way that a personal relationship with Jesus became a priority to him.  It was through 
football, that he had made his faith his own. Ordell had always known he wanted to be a football coach, and with 
his commitment to Jesus, his desire shifted slightly.  His passion for football never lessened, but now, his desire 
for using football as a way to show Christ to others and grow men of faith was also present.  Our passions about 
football and ministry intersect more often then you might think.  I found myself being propelled forward in my own 



walk with Jesus in part because of the encouragement and modeling of Ordell's head coach's wife.  Ordell's first 
college coaching job was for our alma mater under his head coach.  I reaped the benefits of being able to 
continue to observe with a front row seat what my role as a coach's wife could look like.   
 
Betsy some how managed to balance 3 young children, caring for her elderly father, being present at football 
games, and intentional time with college women.  Not only did she wear all those hats, but she did so with grace, 
and a calmness that communicated I too would some day be able to have a ministry outside of football and 
parenting.  I'm sure she would laugh if she read this, and tell you my memories are fuzzy, we women never give 
ourselves enough credit!  And really, we all have our days were balancing life is hard, but that's not what I 
remember about those first years of coaching and my times with Betsy and the other coach's wives.   
 
Our move to Bluefield was not the only transition happening on campus, and it was full of change for the first 
several months as we settled in.  Often it felt like we ran from fire to fire just trying to catch up. I helped a bit that 
first season with some administrative tasks.  One of those tasks involved learning more about campus for 
recruiting letters.  I asked our campus director of spiritual formation about his vision for campus and what active 
ministries were going on.  As he spoke of where he wanted to see campus move I found myself hungry to be a 
part of it.  An opportunity opened up shortly after in the spring for me to begin attending the bible study for 
women on our campus.   
 
As fall approached and lives got busier I was given the chance to take over that bible study.  The majority of the 
girls had graduated the previous year, so it was basically like starting from scratch.  I asked a girlfriend to partner 
with me, and we began hosting a study of the book of Psalms Thursday nights at 9pm. As the semester moved 
along student leaders were identified and the first Pursuit Women's Ministry Leadership team was formed.  One 
of the first things we did was host the IF Gathering Conference.  IF College had been created and I took 
advantage of it.  While watching IF Gathering a promotion and testimony about IF Table came on.  Our women's 
ministry team came to me and requested we host IF Tables on our campus.  They were so excited about the 
simple idea presented in this monthly program they came up with a plan to implement it immediately.  
Additionally, I, along with our students were struck by the speakers at IF.  As they spoke through part of the story 
of Joshua intertwined with testimonies and beautiful worship we could not shake the challenges being 
presented.  A generation of Israelites was unable to enter the promised land because they were lead by leaders 
who did not trust God would fulfill His promise to give them the land set aside for them.  We would not let the 
generation of students on our campus be lost to the promised land either!  
 
Before I began co-leading Pursuit I had tested the waters on our campus in other ways.  With the support and 
help of our director of spiritual formation I organized a week of special program for our campus.  We set aside a 
week and had a variety of speakers talk about marriage, dating and love.  The week was well received by 
students and has become an annual event.  I had worked on Young Life student staff in college and developed a 
passion for relational mentoring.  On our previous campus I had had a role in creating and facilitating a campus 
wide mentoring program.  With the help of our director of spiritual formation we organized an updated version of 
the program at Bluefield.  The Invest In A Life mentor program connects college students with local community 
members for life on life mentoring.  We reach out to the local churches to recruit and train mentors as well.  This 
fall we will launch another week of special programming in partnership with Career Services and Alumni called  
Christianity in the Workplace.  Currently Pursuit Leadership applications are being collected and we are 
preparing for leadership training of our women's ministry team.  The specific areas I have put energy into are 
areas I personally have a passion for and a leading from God.   
 
When I stop to think about all that has happened since my first date with Ordell back in November of 1998 I can 
hardly believe all the ways God has used football to allow us to love on college students!  Even more bewildering 
to me, is how a passion and conviction that began in my husband could overflow into women's ministries!  I'm 
incredibly thankful my husband sees value in our parallel and often overlapping ministry paths. I'm also so 
humbled by how quickly our new campus has embraced us and partnered with our dreams.  I can hardly wait to 
see what IF 2016 holds!  The dates have been set for IF Gathering; February 5-6 2016.  I know our campus will 
be watching, but maybe not at 8am ;) 


