
 

37th Annual Winn Feline Foundation 
Symposium on Feline Health 

 
“WHAT’S NEW PUSSYCAT?” ~ Advances in GI Therapy 
Thursday, July 2, 2015, 4:00 - 6:30 pm 
The Westin Harbour Castle, 1 Harbour Square · Toronto, ON, Canada 

 
Understanding the probiotic versus pathogenic role of gut bacteria 
in kittens with diarrhea 
Presented by: Jody L. Gookin, DVM, PhD, DACVIM; Associate Professor, North Carolina State University, College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
In this presentation, Dr. Gookin will cover her Winn sponsored research into the role of intestinal bacteria, specifically 
enterococci and pathogenic E. coli, in causing diarrhea and diarrhea-associated death in kittens. Discussion will  
include the discovery of the role these bacteria play in health and disease in kittens. Collaboration among several 
organizations has led to a better understanding of the bacteria both through modeling the pathogenic effects of the 
bacteria in the laboratory and case studies in kittens in foster or shelter care. She will also review the progress  
research has made in developing tests and treatment approaches for such critical infections. 

 
Feline stem cells as a novel treatment for cats with chronic 
intestinal disease 
Presented by: Craig B. Webb, DVM, PhD, DACVIM; Associate Professor, Colorado State University, Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital 
While the search for solutions to the common problem of chronic diarrhea in cats continues, Winn research is at the 
forefront of new potential therapies.  Evidence-based treatments of dietary intervention, Vitamin B12 supplementation, 
and probiotics will be briefly reviewed. Potential beneficial treatment regimens have been identified, as the properties  
and use of stem cells for various treatments are better understood. One example is fat-derived feline stem cells whose 
abundant properties appear to make them suited for the treatment of feline chronic intestinal disease or diarrhea. Dr. 
Webb will highlight how stem cells work and describe a pilot study that supports further study of this type of therapeutic 
approach.  

Question and Answer Discussion to Follow Final Session 
 

 More Information:  
 

Registration Fee (includes light snacks with cash bar) - $30. Reservations are required and due by 
June 22, 2015 for CFA and June 28, 2015 for Winn website registrations. For more information,  
call 201.275.0624 or contact info@winnfelinefoundation.org.  
Proceeds will benefit worldwide feline medical research. 

Information and the registration form are available on our website 
www.winnfelinefoundation.org 
This program has been reviewed and approved by the AASVB RACE program for 2 hours of continuing education. 
Participants should be aware that some boards have limitations on the number of hours accepted in certain categories 
and/or restrictions on certain methods of delivery of continuing education. Please contact the AASVB RACE program if 
have any comments/concerns regarding this program’s validity or relevancy to the veterinary profession.  
(RACE # 334-17399) 

 

 Winn Feline Foundation is a non-profit organization [501(c)(3)] established by The Cat Fanciers’ Assn to support health-related studies benefiting cats. 


