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Athletic Update       March 15, 2015 
Kevin Petroski, Athletic Director 

Welcome back!  I hope all of the Spartans had a 
relaxing and enjoyable spring break!  While we were away, 
the baseball team traveled to Hilton Head for its annual 
spring break trip.  The team defeated Ridgeland Hardeeville 
High School (SC) 26-5 and lost a close game to Calvary 
Baptist 10-13. The players, coaches, and parents spent a few 
days on the beach before returning to Athens and losing to 
Towns County 4-9. 

The athletic calendar is full of competitions next 
week, both on and off campus, as the teams begin the 
second half of their seasons.  Hopefully, Mother Nature will cooperate by providing the Athens area 
with some spring like weather in the coming weeks. 

Congratulations to seniors Morgan Grace and Adam Hearn who were selected as the Athens 
Academy recipients of the Athletes for a Better World, Eighth Annual Vincent J. Dooley Awards and 
Scholarships.  They have each represented Athens Academy well on and off the athletic arena during 
their career! 

Below is an article sent to me by an Athens Academy parent that I thought you may find 
interesting.  To remain successful, smaller schools, such as Athens Academy, encourage and need its 
student-athletes to participate in multiple sports during the school year.   

 
 

Have you seen this picture? 
 

 
 

Urban Meyer isn't the only coach. Pete Carroll of the Seattle Seahawks also asks, "What other sports do 
you play?"  Both quarterbacks in the Super Bowl, Russell Wilson and Tom Brady, played 3 sports in high 
school. 

 95% of NFL quarterbacks played at least 2 sports in high school 
 US Olympians played an average number of 3 sports until age 14, and 2 sports until age 19 



 

 88% of college athletes played at least 2 sports 
Hopefully these numbers dispel the myth of sports specialization being required to achieve success. 
  
But there’s more…Sport specialization at an early age also puts the athlete at risk: 

 70-93% increase in overall injury occurrence 
 More overuse injuries 
 Increased mental burnout 
 Limits to athleticism due to lack of cross-training 
 Greater propensity to be inactive as an adult 

Participation in multiple sports allows the athlete to continue to develop versatile skill 
sets and all-around athleticism; and greater athleticism drives a desire to achieve at the highest level. 
All of which enhances whatever becomes the athlete’s primary sport. 
 
Jordan, Kobe, and LeBron all played (and loved) other sports.  Great ATHLETES, not just basketball 
players. 
 
Go Spartans! 
 
 

Fine Arts Update         
Debbie Schab, Fine Arts Department Chair 
 
Pitros Duo To Perform At Athens Academy  

Luigi Santo, trumpet and Daniela Gentile, piano formed the Pitros Duo in 2000. This duo is 
currently touring the United States and will perform at Athens Academy on Wednesday, March 25 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Bertelsmann Presentation Hall.   

Mr. Santo attended the Conservatorie de Musica in the City of Cosenza from 1977-1985 and 
received a diploma in trumpet.  He continued his musical studies in Paris and later studied with the 
Russian Maestro Timofei Dokshitser.   As a soloist, Mr. Santo has performed all over the world.   He is 
the composer of several pieces for brass quintet printed and published by Gerard Billaudot—Paris and 
by ITC Reift-Switzerland.   Mr. Santo is the professor of trumpet at the Conservatorio Statale di Musico in 
Matera and the Artistic Director of the International Brass Festival “Tubilustrium.”   

Daniela Gentile graduated with honors from the Conservatorio di Musica “A. Casella” in L’Aquila.  
She continued her piano studies at the Juilliard School with Maestro David Rose and in France with 
Maestro Bouqueth.  Gentile has performed concerts in Russia, France, United States, Greece, Nigeria, 
and Ghana.   She has recorded concerts for major broadcasting networks RAI 1, RAI 2, RAI 3.  Daniela 
Gentile is currently a professor of piano at the Conservatorio of Bari.  
 
The music for this concert will be selected from the following works: 
Edwin Mc Dowell:  To A Wild Rose 
Sergei Rachmaninov:  Eighteenth Variation on a Theme of Paganini 
Alexandra Pachmutova:  Concerto for Trumpet 
George Gerswhin:  Someone To Watch Over Me 
Max Bruch:  Kol Nidrei 
Paquito D’Rivera:  Contradanza 

Don’t miss this event – March 25 at 7:30 p.m.  
in the Presentation Hall.  Admission is free! 

 
  



 

 

Service Update         
Brian Olson, Chair, Service & Leadership Program 

On Wednesday, April 1, Athens Academy is excited to present a Community Night featuring 
educators Martha Caldwell and Oman Frame, both of whom currently teach at Paideia School in Atlanta. 
Ms. Caldwell and Mr. Frame spend a great deal of their time running workshops and talking to people 
about the ideas of service, leadership, identity, and awareness—specifically, awareness of the 
differences each person brings to the group, whether the “group” is a school, a community, a workplace, 
or even a family.  

We are pleased to open this event up to anyone in the Athens community and we will be 
sending out more information and invitations to all the local public and private schools, churches, non-
profits and service organizations, and anyone who would be interested in exploring these issues. 

Most importantly, we encourage everyone at Athens Academy to join us the evening of April 1. 
The event will be held in the Bertelsmann Presentation Hall (time TBA) and admission is free. It is our 
hope that our parents (and even students who are interested) will attend. Ms. Caldwell and Mr. Frame 
will be coming back to Athens Academy the next morning, Thursday, April 2, to lead a workshop for our 
faculty and staff.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at bolson@athensacademy.org or 706-
549-9225. More information will follow over the next couple of weeks. 

mailto:bolson@athensacademy.org

