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Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Communion! 

This Special Edition is being sent through our Newsletter contact list, if you 

think there are others whom you want to be sure see it, please feel free to 

forward on to them! 

After quite a roller-coaster ride, I am sending out this special Synod News to 

bring you up to date on Synod happenings and provide information to assist 

you in your plans.  We are so excited for those who will be gathering in Holy 

Synod in Ft Worth Texas October 10-13, to celebrate, pray and plan for the 

future of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion! 

NEW HOTEL        

First and foremost, I need to inform you of a change to our Synod venue.  

We are moving Synod from the American Airlines facility to the DFW Airport 

Marriott South.  This unfortunate change was made in consultation with our 

Leadership Council and the contract with Marriott was just signed on June 

14th.  So, after 8 months of work with AA for a smooth-running program, we 

are starting over just a bit. 

The reason for the late change was because AA’s business model changed 

following their merger with US Air and the DFW facility moved away from 

hosting outside conferences to only in-house AA training.  While they were 

willing to honor our existing contract, sadly, all those we worked with to plan 

the event are no longer at AA, and we felt that AA was no longer in a 

position to fully meet our needs. 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dfwam-dfw-airport-marriott-south/ 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dfwam-dfw-airport-marriott-south/


But, through the superb assistance from Barbara Richards of Helms Brisco (a 

conference planning firm) and the wonderful understanding and support 

from Nichole Flick at Marriott, we are excited about the change! 

While the room price at the Marriott is a little higher ($148.35 including tax), 

they have worked with us on our food and beverage plans to have them 

lower than AA.  The net result is an overall cost that is equal (or less) than 

AA! 

The change also brings a higher level of comfort to our delegates and 

attendees.  The newly remodeled rooms are much more comfortable and 

instead of only 20 rooms with two beds (and only twin beds at that!) you 

now have access to two double beds and single King beds. 

    TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOUR STAY 

We know airfare is often pricey.  Our agenda is a packed with events from 

morning into the night.  Why not take advantage of having come this far by 

arriving early or extending your stay to take some extra time to visit Ft 

Worth, Dallas or Arlington during your time here.  In a separate 

communique, I will provide information and links of tourist information.  We 

have the discounted hotel rate from 6 thru 16 June! 

START BOOKING YOUR HOTEL ROOMS NOW!    

Our web page is being designed by our Polish brother, Dariusz.  While we 

knew we were in limbo for a while, I can now send him updated information 

to complete the page.  BUT, you don’t have to wait for that to book your 

hotel room!  There is no cost until it’s time to check out of the hotel! 

  

Reserve your room at the DFW Airport Marriott South Hotel today, control click this link: 

Book your group rate for Ecumenical Catholic Communion 10 - 13 October  

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Ecumenical%20Catholic%20Communion%2010%20-%2013%20October%5EDFWAM%60EC8EC8A%60129.00%60USD%60false%606%6010/6/16%6010/15/16%609/28/16&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes


   The Marriott DFW South has a free shuttle that runs to DFW 

airport just a few minutes away (direct connect phones are by baggage 

claim).  For those who can find a less expensive flight to Dallas Love Field on 

Southwest Airlines, Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) has light rail service to 

DFW airport at a pretty inexpensive price. 

CURRENTLY REVAMPING OUR CONFERENCE FEE        

Since I just signed the contract with Marriott, I am working with the audio 

visual folks on figuring out the new costs for the Conference fee.  When we 

were at AA, the meals were included in the room fee.  Now we are back to 

our experience of past synods where the conference fee will include the 

meals and admin fees.  But, that can help us spread out our Synod costs.  

Note this Synod, ALL our meals are included (no meals on your own) to 

make things easier for us during a Synod that is a bit shorter than years 

past.  During registration, we will also be selling drink tickets to use at the 

bar which provide $1 off alcoholic drinks… not much, but I’ll take any deal!  

  SMART FINANCIAL PLANNING – GOOD STEWARDSHIP 

Spread your Synod costs out!  

1. Consider sending in your Conference fee by check in the next couple of 

weeks onc registration opens.   

2. Next, since many may be buying airfares on credit card, try to time 

your expense at the very beginning of your bill cycle, then with bills 

coming in a month later and payments due 3-4 weeks after that.  

3. Finally, many may be paying for hotel rooms in October after your 

stay, also by credit card, to be billed and paid in November. 

 

  

Planning Your Travel           

“Strengthening Our Roots… 

Living Into Our Dreams” 



 

Some schedule times to keep in mind as you plan your travel schedule: 

 Plan to arrive before 2:00pm to settle in from your journey 

 Our Synod Welcome and Opening Mass begin Monday at 3:30pm 

 A “Women’s Caucus” begins a little before that – Monday at 2:30pm 

 Our Closing Liturgy ends at 12:00pm Thursday, and please plan to be 

with us for lunch together as a gathered communion from 12:00 to 

1:00pm 

                        DUE DATES 

As you may imagine with any conference at a hotel, the contract has terms 

which limit ECC in the areas of attrition rates, room release dates, banquet 

count, etc.  The Marriott has been more generous than AA, but we still need 

to set the following deadlines: 

 Online Hotel Reservations are able to be booked now and Conference 

Registrations will begin within the next two weeks 

 Conference registration fees will increase by 10% if received after 

September 1st 

 To receive our room rate, Marriott rooms must be booked by 

September 19th 

 For cancellations, conference fees will not be able to be refunded after 
September 19th 

 

 

 

 



SYNOD T-SHIRTS    

We are looking into the possibility of getting t-shirts for Synod to have 

available for sale.  If you are interested in purchasing one, please complete 

the quantity/size on the Synod Registration form when it is available. 

 

If you have any questions or special needs, please contact me at 

2016Synod@outlook.com 

Peace and All Good!  Seeya Soon!  Godspeed! 

Br Ray, ofr 

 

 

 

 

I want to send out a special shout of thanks to our Leadership Council for all of their 

support, patience, flexibility, teamwork, participation and grace for their assistance 

in the process that brought us to where we are today!  God Bless you abundantly! 

mailto:2016Synod@outlook.com

