
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE, JULY 3, 2016 
 
A Dual Anniversary Celebration 
 
On Sunday, July 3, 2016, we will commemorate 40 years since the formal opening of Dai Bosatsu 
Zendo Kongo-ji and 60 years since the Zen Studies Society was established to support Dr. D.T. 
Suzuki’s extraordinary scholarly work in bringing Zen Buddhism to America.  
 
During these years, we have woven together ancient and modern, traditional Japanese Zen 
Buddhist practice and contemporary American culture. In so doing, we have weathered many 
storms, and are the stronger for them. With confidence in the integrity of the training at this site of 
magical beauty and spiritual power, we will mark these dual anniversaries with vow renewed. 
 
The commemoration will be preceded by Anniversary Sesshin, which begins on June 25 and 
ends on the afternoon of July 2. The Ven. Shunan Noritake Roshi, abbot of Reiun-in at Myoshin-
ji, Rinzai Zen headquarters in Kyoto, Japan, will join us for the last day of Anniversary Sesshin, 
and will address us on July 3. 
 
Our keynote speaker will be David Loy, author of the 2015 book A New Buddhist Path: 
Enlightenment, Evolution, and Ethics in the Modern World.  His essays and books have been 
translated into many languages, and his articles appear regularly in major journals such as Tikkun 
and the Buddhist magazines Tricycle, Turning Wheel, Shambhala Sun and Buddhadharma. Loy 
is a Zen teacher in the Sanbo Kyodan tradition of Japanese Zen Buddhism.   
 
Serving as honorary chair for this auspicious occasion is well-known author and long-time Zen 
practitioner Larry Shainberg. 
 
The events of July 3 will begin with a chanting ceremony at 11 a.m. After a light buffet lunch, 
Noritake Roshi and other special guests will offer remarks, and Mr. Loy will speak. Musical 
performances will feature Shakuhachi Grand Master Nyogetsu Ronnie Seldin, jazz duo Genmyo 
and Koshin Aikawa on stand-up bass and keyboard, and guitarist Anthony Bez. The day will 
conclude with a festive meal at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Guests are welcome to stay overnight for a dawn walk on July 4 to the stupa where the ashes of 
Nyogen Senzaki and Soen Nakagawa Roshi, honorary founder of DBZ, are interred. The walk will 
continue around Beecher Lake, named after the family of Harriet Beecher Stowe, former owners 
of the DBZ property. The commemoration will end with an informal breakfast. 
 
More details will be sent in the coming weeks. We expect attendance at Anniversary Sesshin and 
the July 3 celebration to be at capacity. At your earliest convenience, RSVP to: 
2016ZSSAnniversary@zenstudies.org
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