
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

WCJC RECOGNIZED BY NATIONAL SURGICAL BOARD 

WCJC graduates achieve 100 percent pass rate on exam  

 

WHARTON, TEXAS – Wharton County Junior College recently received a merit award from 

the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA) for academic 

achievement. 

 

Between Aug. 1, 2014, and July 31, 2015, WCJC students achieved a 100 percent pass rate on 

the Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) examination. The exam tests graduates on basic 

competencies for safe patient care in the operating room and is widely recognized by the 

healthcare community as the foremost credential for surgical technologists in the nation. Many 

local, state and national healthcare organizations require a passing rate on the CST as a 

prerequisite for employment. 

 

For achieving the 100 percent pass rate, WCJC received the NBSTSA’s annual merit award 

earlier this fall. WCJC’s Surgical Technology program – now in its 15
th

 year of operation – has 

achieved a 100 percent pass rate for the past two years, according to department head Melissa 

Bruton.  

 

The 12-month certificate program prepares graduates to work as part of a surgical team and 

includes classroom work as well as labs that cover everything from proper sterilization to 

anatomy and physiology to identification of surgical instruments. Courses are taught at the 

Wharton campus, with clinicals offered at hospitals in Sugar Land, Richmond and Rosenberg, 

Katy, Victoria and Bay City.  

 

The program accepts 16 students for each class, which begins in August. The job placement rate 

for WCJC Surgical Technology graduates is roughly 89 percent, according to Bruton.  

 

“Our graduates find employment in many of the area hospitals,” Bruton said. 

 

For more information on the Surgical Technology program or to download an application, visit 

the college’s website at: www.wcjc.edu  
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