
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN BLOOM 

National Honor Choir a growth experience for WCJC Choir members 

 

WHARTON, TEXAS – Joining the ranks of the nation’s best singers was an experience like no 

other for seven Wharton County Junior College Choir members. 

 

Being named to the 2015 National Honor Choir not only provided the WCJC vocalists with the 

chance to sing with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and rehearse for world-class directors, it also 

enabled the students to immerse themselves in their craft. 

 

For WCJC choir member Lindsey Reeves of Wharton, it was a life-changing opportunity. 

 

“Now I realize I want to do music as a career, not a hobby,” Reeves said. 

 

In addition to Reeves, other WCJC Choir members named to the National Honor Choir included 

Tabitha Cook of El Campo, Bryan Kelly of Richmond, Roddrinskee Johnson of Houston, 

Melody Jenkins of East Bernard, Lindsey Phillips of Palacios and Keny Melendez of Houston.  

 

WCJC Choir Director Eddie Vandewalker said students stayed busy with a demanding rehearsal 

schedule during their Feb. 24 to March 1 stay in Salt Lake City, Utah. They also performed three 

concerts. There was little time for sight-seeing. 

 

“They rehearsed from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. with meal breaks only. One of our students said it was like 

P90X for your voice,” Vandewalker said, referring to the popular home exercise program. 

 

Though daunting, such a schedule allowed the singers to focus entirely on their music. That 

actually proved to be energizing, said Kelly. 

 

“It was invigorating,” he said. 

 

More than 3,000 singers auditioned for the choir, with roughly seven percent making the final 

cut. The final group was comprised of junior college and community singers from across the 

nation. The youngest person was around 14. The oldest was in his 70s. 

 

“You’re sitting next to people from all over,” Jenkins said. “There’s a great sense of 

camaraderie. Music really brings us all together.” 

 

Working with complete strangers – both choir members and directors – was also rewarding. 



 

“You have to learn to adjust,” Johnson said.  

 

Phillips said she learned how to alter her voice and energy level to fit in with her particular 

group. 

 

“I gained a lot more confidence,” she said.  

 

Joining so many accomplished singers from so many different places also created a new 

perspective for some of the WCJC vocalists.  

 

“You’re not the superstar anymore,” Cook noted. “You’re challenged by the other singers. It’s a 

great motivation.” 

 

The experience also provided the WCJC students with an opportunity to get out on their own and 

take charge of themselves for a few days. Several of the students had never flown in an airplane 

before. 

 

“We had to do a lot on our own and it really created a sense of responsibility,” Melendez said.  

 

Vandewalker said he was proud of his students for their discipline and their stellar behavior. He 

believes the National Honor Choir experience will have far-reaching benefits both for his singers 

and his music program.  

 

“It’s almost like you can see them grow right before your eyes,” Vandewalker said. “It’s like 

watching a flower bloom in fast speed.” 
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