
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A ‘SMART DECISION’ 

WCJC provides educational foundation for students transferring to universities   

 

WHARTON, TEXAS – When Kirsten Machicek graduated as valedictorian of Louise High 

School in 2010, she could have gone just about anywhere to further her education. Instead of 

heading directly to a four-year university, though, she chose to complete her basics at Wharton 

County Junior College and then transfer. 

 

It was a logical decision, she believes.  

 

“I decided to attend WCJC right after high school because I had graduated from a small school 

and didn’t want that shock of going off to a four-year university,” Machicek said. “I thought it 

was a smart decision to live at home for a few years, work and save some money.” 

 

Keeping down her school debt was critical as Machicek had big plans for the future. After two 

and a half years at WCJC, she transferred to the University of Houston-Victoria and obtained a 

bachelor’s degree in biology, taking the bulk of her classes at UH’s Sugar Land campus.  

 

She was then accepted to Texas Tech University’s Health Sciences Center Physician Assistant 

Graduate Program and is currently in her first year of the program. The 23-year-old will graduate 

from the program in 2017. 

 

Machicek entered P.A. school – which is a costly endeavor – with very little debt. She credits 

WCJC with allowing her to obtain a good portion of her basic courses at very little cost. In fact, 

tuition and fees for a single semester at WCJC are less than half what they are at most Texas 

public universities.  

 

According to the College For All Texans website (www.collegeforalltexans.com), in 2014-2015 

in-district students paid around $2,750 for 15 credit hours in both fall and spring at WCJC 

compared to $7,986 for the same number of hours at one of Texas’s public universities.    

 

“The goal I had in mind (when enrolling at WCJC) was to continue my education and receive my 

master’s degree as a physician’s assistant, so I was trying to keep myself out of debt as much as 

possible before I began P.A. school,” Machicek said.  

 

It wasn’t just cost that led Machicek to WCJC. Smaller classes, dedicated instructors and close 

proximity to home were all factors. Data provided by WCJC’s Division of Institutional Research 

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/


notes that the college’s average class size is 22 students and that 77 percent of student/teacher 

contact hours are taught by full-time faculty. 

 

“I knew that classes would be just the right size and that I would really like that,” Machicek said. 

“And the instructors knew me personally and they were always available for questions.” 

 

WCJC also strives to make transferring as easy as possible – another plus for students like 

Machicek.  In addition to crafting formal and informal agreements with dozens of colleges and 

universities, WCJC utilizes the Texas Common Course Numbering System (TCCNS) – a system 

used by more than 100 Texas colleges and universities in an effort to provide better 

transferability of credit hours for students.  

 

WCJC has further implemented joint admissions programs and “2+2” agreements with 

institutions like the University of Houston in order to guarantee admission and ensure courses 

match up as much as possible.   

 

Such efforts have resulted in a high transfer rate. In 2010-2011 – the most recent year where data 

was available – WCJC’s three-year transfer rate for full-time, degree seeking students was 33 

percent.  

 

That comes as no surprise to Machicek. 

 

“WCJC offered most, if not all, of my lower level classes that I needed for my biology degree, 

and the courses transferred to UH-V without a problem,” Machicek said. “I received most of my 

prerequisites for P.A. school from WCJC, too.” 

 

At the time the 2010-2011 data was compiled, the most popular senior colleges for transfer were 

(in order of preference): the University of Houston-Main Campus, Texas A&M University in 

College Station, the University of Houston-Victoria, Texas State University, Sam Houston State 

University and the University of Texas in Austin.  

 

Machicek chose the University of Houston-Victoria, from which she obtained a bachelor’s 

degree in biology in 2014.  She said she was properly equipped for the upper level courses. 

 

“The transition from WCJC to UH-V was seamless,” she said. “Although classes were larger and 

the coursework was harder, I was able to adapt relatively easily because of the foundation I had 

built at WCJC. I was well prepared.” 

 

She believes her time at WCJC prepared her for the rigors of P.A. school as well, allowing her to 

complete a large portion of her prerequisites while developing the discipline and study habits 

necessary to succeed in higher level courses.  

 

When asked if she would encourage other students to follow a similar path and attend WCJC 

before heading off to a university, Machicek said “absolutely.” 

 

“I loved my two and a half years at WCJC,” she said. “I wouldn’t have had it any other way.” 



 

For more information about WCJC and its programs, visit the college’s website at: 

www.wcjc.edu or call toll free 1-800-561-9252. 
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