
Lynne Algrant Q&A Introduction 
 
 
Meet Our New CEO 
 
Lynne Algrant became the Volunteer Center of Bergen County’s new CEO on April 1, 
2015, succeeding Janet Sharma who retired after 22 years at the helm of the 
organization. 
 
Ms. Algrant is currently President of the Englewood City Council and has been 

Leadership Director for the Volunteer Center’s Bergen LEADS program since its 

inception in 2008-2009. She has led organizations and leadership programs in New York 

City and in Cleveland, and has been principal of her own leadership consulting firm. 

 

We asked Lynne some questions as she takes on this new role at the Volunteer Center. 
 
 
Q. What is your vision for where the Volunteer Center is heading? 
 

LA: I believe that we are on the cusp of a new vision and understanding of how 

the social sector will forge the partnerships--public, corporate, and individual--

that will knit our community together and strengthen us all.  The Volunteer Center 

has been a visionary organization, playing this role for decades. We have new 

names for it: civic engagement, multi-sector problem solving, public-private 

partnerships; but the Volunteer Center has and will continue to be at the center of 

new solutions to meet community needs. I can think of nothing more important 

nor more noble. 
 
Q. You moved from Cleveland several years ago. What have you found that is 
special about the Bergen County community? 
 

LA: For a social sector and policy nerd, like me, Bergen County is the most 

interesting place in the U.S. It is the most suburbanized county in the most 

suburbanized state, in an increasingly suburbanized nation. So much of how the 

U.S. is changing in the next 50 years, is already taking place here: the landing 

place for new immigrants; increasing socio-economic and racial/ethnic diversity; 

a changing economy; infrastructure and sustainability changes and challenges. I 

believe that as Bergen County builds a stronger, more cohesive community, we 

will serve as a model for other parts of the nation. 
 

Q. How did you become involved with the Volunteer Center? 
 

LA: I actually discovered the Volunteer Center during a Google search when I 

knew we were moving to the area.  When I first connected with the Volunteer 



Center, Janet [Sharma] asked me to facilitate a board retreat and the major 

decision on the agenda was to explore starting Bergen LEADS.  I had been 

running a similar program in Cleveland, so I was thrilled to join the advisory 

panel as a volunteer, and then to come on board as Leadership Director.   
 
My involvement with the Volunteer Center and with Bergen LEADS has woven 

my life into the fabric of this community in ways I never could have imagined.  It 

has created community, purpose and a home for me and my family. 
 

Q. Did this lead to your interest in becoming CEO? 
 
 LA: The Volunteer Center has a saying: Do good. Feel good.  It speaks to the 

transformative power of being involved and being connected. The Volunteer Center was 

my pathway to getting involved and getting connected and I know that it serves as a 

pathway for so many others. To be part of an organization that has the power to change 

so many lives and to strengthen the community is both an honor and a privilege. [I am 

very lucky to have the opportunity to serve as CEO of the Volunteer Center come along 

at a point when I was looking for a new adventure. More importnatly, this is an 

opportunity to serve and organization that I admire and respect] …Suggest cutting this 

last section for space] 
 
Q. What do you see as the organization’s main strengths? 
  

LA: The Volunteer Center is extremely well connected to so many organizations, 

companies and individuals throughout Bergen County.  It has its finger on the 

pulse of community needs and the connections to forge partnerships to meet those 

needs.  It is an exciting combination of proven strengths -- including strong 

programs and exemplary professional staff -- powerful relationships, and exciting 

opportunity.  I believe the Volunteer Center will be at the focal point of the 

continuing strengthening of Bergen County. 
 

 
 
 


