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From the Rabbi

“I’m often asked what unites us as a 
congregation since we are a big and 
diverse community that only comes 

together as a whole a few times a 
year. What unites us is our common 

mission—our belief that we have 
been called for a higher purpose...to 
be people who pursue justice, love 

and peace.”
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Last Shabbat, in preparation for Purim, we were told 
Zachor—Remember! We are commanded to remember 

how Amalek attacked the Israelites from behind shortly 
after they left Egypt, cutting down the weakest in their 

ranks. Memory in Jewish tradition is very important. We are bidden 
not just to remember our enemies like Amalek and Haman, who 
is considered to be a descendant of Amalek, but to remember 
our deceased relatives (Yizkor), the Sabbath day, (Zachor et yom 
Hashabbat vayikadshehu), the Exodus from Egypt (Zecher Litziat 
Mitzrayim), among other things. Memory in Jewish tradition is 
not just an intellectual activity, but one that requires us to act. For 
example, we remember Shabbat not just by thinking about it, but by 
doing things like lighting candles, blessing our children, and reading 
and studying Torah to set the day apart and make it holy.

The Annual Meeting is an opportunity to remember what has 
transpired over the past year at Beth Emet, a time to take stock of 
what we’ve done so we might grow from these experiences and 
strengthen our community in the future. 

We’ve heard from David Graham about what the Board has 
accomplished, and we will hear shortly from Ross Bricker about what 
the Board will be tackling this coming year. I have the opportunity to 
talk about what’s been happening in other areas of Beth Emet life.

I’d like to start with the littlest Beth Emet folks. Last week, Kathy 
Kaberon, Director of Beth Emet’s Early Childhood Program, 
was informed that she has received a grant from CFJE (Chicago 
Foundation for Jewish Education) with Jewish Reconstructionist 
Congregation to explore what it would take to provide infant care in 
our community. 

This year we expanded our Early Childhood (EC) program until  
5:00 p.m., but did not get enough students to break even. Thus, 
next year, the program will end daily at 12:45 p.m. David Graham 
appointed a task force this year to study what the structure of our 
Early Childhood program should be and how we can better serve 
all families in our community who have young children, not just 
those enrolled in the EC program—a vital and important part of our 
community that we are committed to serve. This committee has been 
chaired by Brad White and Joann Dardick and is completing its work. 
They will share their recommendations with the Board.

And on the other side of the spectrum, the Family Issues and Aging 
Task Force (FIAT) programming is going strong. In its third year of 
programming, FIAT continues to run a monthly women’s group to 
discuss issues of aging; they also organized an event for men to 
discuss their experiences of retirement and aging. In celebration 
of Older Americans Month, Audrey Thompson, Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman for the City of Evanston, will speak during Shabbat 
services and lead a discussion at dinner afterwards.

This month, Sue Nadel, and I began facilitating an eight-session 
Wise Aging group. Last fall, Sue and I were trained by the authors 
of the book, Rabbi Rachel Cowan and Linda Thal, in how to use the 
curriculum in the book. Wise Aging is a psycho-spiritual approach to 
aging that gives participants an opportunity to think about who they 
want to become in the latter years of their lives and how they want 
to get there. There are 16 participants in the current cohort. When 
I sent an email about the group to those in our congregation who 
are over age 60, I got such an enthusiastic response that the group 
filled within an hour. Clearly, this program has struck a chord in our 
community. We now have a waitlist for our next session, which we 
plan to run in the fall. 

I’m also pleased to announce that under the leadership of Micki Iris, 
Beth Emet received a grant from the Jewish United Fund (JUF) to 
run groups to support caregivers. The program is called HaDerekh: 
Paths to Jewish Caregiving and is a five-session program that 
offers family and friend caregivers the self-care skills and resources 
necessary to sustain them in their roles as caregivers. Beth Emet 
members and social workers, Rita Sheinin and Jessie Macdonald, 
will serve as facilitators. 

Our youth have continued to flourish under the able leadership 
of Abby Backer. We are so delighted to have her in year two of her 
tenure as director of youth programs. She continues to inspire and 
support our teens in innumerable ways. Among many highlights, 
the ninth and tenth grade Chavayah students have been learning 
advocacy skills. Abby has partnered with the Jewish Council on 
Urban Affairs (JCUA) and their Or Tzedek program (a program that 
provides opportunities for teens from across the country to learn 
about and take action on current social justice campaigns). Together 
the teens have been exploring their social justice identities through 
a Jewish lens and developing the tools and inspiration to build a 
better world.  And our eighth grade Mitzvah Corps students have 
been deepening their learning about social action by learning about 
the root causes of social issues.

I’m exceedingly proud of the program on gender that our BESSY 
(Beth Emet Senior Synagogue Youth) leaders facilitated in February 
for teens and adults. Well over 100 people attended this program 
that explored issues of gender and identity. Adults were introduced 
to terms that were new to them and adults and teens grappled 
together with how to talk and think about gender identity. The 
program was well planned and expertly facilitated by our teens. 
Two hours of learning, activity, and conversation flew by because 
everyone was so deeply engaged with each other and the content 
of the program. 

Our teens are fortunate to experience how Judaism and the Jewish 
community can support them and nurture them as they grow into 
thoughtful and caring adults. I’m proud that Beth Emet continues to 

From the Rabbi

Reprinted from speech given at Beth Emet’s Annual Meeting on March 21, 2016.

 Rabbi Andrea London
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When I first heard from Rebecca Raus, Adam Stock, and the 
Nominating Committee that my name had come up in their 
discussions with David Graham and Rabbi London as a congregant 
who might serve as Beth Emet’s next president, I was somewhat 
taken aback, a little bit flattered, but mostly I thought to myself 
something like: “What the heck are these people thinking?”

I love being Jewish, and our history and learning and values and 
traditions, but I’m not particularly religious, at least in the most 
traditional sense.  

I love Beth Emet, and have been involved with the Board and with a 
few committees and task forces over the years, but there are lots of 
important things that go on here I know very little about.  

In short, I have a lot to learn to be a successful president. It is going 
to take some time, but my promise to all of you is this: I will listen, I 
will learn and I will work hard—and with all of your help—I am up for 
the challenge.

It’s a great comfort to me—as I think about what’s next—to be able 
to look out and see so many friends and familiar faces tonight in the 
Sanctuary.

Past Presidents

There are a number of our past presidents here—each of you has 
given so much to Beth Emet and been such an admirable steward 
of this congregation. I know that I stand on your shoulders; and I 
am honored to walk in your footsteps.

One of our past presidents, Bob Render, sent me an email a week 
or so ago because he couldn’t attend tonight, extending his best 
wishes. This is what Bob wrote:

“Ross: I will be out of town and miss your coronation. I look 
forward to your leadership and hope I can be of help. It is 
sometimes a daunting task, but you are the right person for the 
job and we need the disruptive leadership now.”

I will let Bob explain for himself exactly what he means by that.

To all of our past presidents, I want to say this: You are, to me, a 
tremendous source of wisdom, insight, and history. I plan to look to 
each one of you to help me understand what it means to be  
Beth Emet’s president, and to do the best possible job.

New Officers

When the Nominating Committee asked me what qualities or 
attributes I wanted most in the individuals who might serve with 
me as officers, I told them I wanted “doers,” people who follow 
through, people who are going to push forward, for example, with 
the excellent work already advanced under David’s leadership in 
areas like membership engagement, or advocating for Beth Emet 

in the Evanston and broader community, or reaching 
out to help those in need, or tackling thorny financial 
issues.  

That I hope becomes a sort of Board of Trustees motto for the next 
year—“we follow through,” or perhaps even, “less talk, more action.” 
I’m sure there’s support for this approach somewhere in the Torah.

I have to thank the Nominating Committee for delivering on my 
request. To my fellow new Executive Officers: Louise Motel, Stopher 
Bartol, Rebecca Raus, and Rob Levin—you’ve already shown me 
your expertise and dedication; I couldn’t be more pleased to have 
a chance to work closely with all of you, and to see what we can 
do—together—for Beth Emet. And I meant everything I said about 
delegating responsibility, as some of you have already experienced 
firsthand.

Nina

David spoke so glowingly about Lizzie. It is true that being president 
of a synagogue inevitably requires support and sacrifice at home.

It also reminded me that I once forgot to mention my wife, Nina, 
during some welcoming remarks at our daughter Lanie’s bat 
mitzvah—a mistake I will not make again.  

When I first mentioned to Nina the possibility of my becoming Beth 
Emet’s president, her words to me were: “Are you nuts? You’re not 
going to consider doing that, are you?” She can be a very open and 
candid communicator with me.

I’m pleased to report—as the fact I am standing here shows—Nina 
has come around. She understands the importance of giving back 
and setting an example by your actions. She sees that Beth Emet is 
a place where—if I listen, and learn and work hard—I can hopefully 
have a positive impact on people’s lives and help improve the 
community in which we live—I should add—as Nina does every 
single day in leading the Joyce Foundation’s efforts and programs 
to reduce gun violence in the United States. So, Nina, thank you for 
your support. You are the best.

Every Person And Every Effort Matters

I want to say one more thing about becoming Beth Emet’s 
president. This congregation is already filled—is blessed, really—
with numerous caring, talented, thoughtful, and devoted people, 
who work every day, in different ways, to advance Beth Emet’s 
mission. One of the things that excites me most about stepping 
into the president’s role is that I will get a chance to meet and work 
with all of you. I will try not to get in your way. And you have my 
commitment to do what I can to make sure you have the resources 
and support you need for all your important efforts on behalf of our 
community.  

President’s Pen

Reprinted from speech given at Beth Emet’s Annual Meeting on March 21, 2016.

Ross Bricker

Continued on page 31



4

Before I turn to the substance of my remarks tonight, 
I want to take a moment—though it really deserves an 

entire evening of encomiums—to pay particular thanks to 
the other outgoing officers, who have served together with me 

for so long. I owe you so much, and you have contributed so much, 
with such patience, forbearance, and wisdom. I can’t hope to thank 
you enough for putting up with me for three years and doing so 
much for this congregation.

I also want to say a word about Sharon Ephraim, the immediate past 
president, who, as is the custom, continued on as a Board member 
and advisor for the past three years. Your wisdom, tenacity, and 
unparalleled knowledge of Beth Emet’s opaque recesses have been 
simply invaluable. I’ve been lucky to have your advice.  

And, of course, what can I say that could possibly capture how 
fortunate I’ve been to have Bekki at my side, and covering my back 
these past three years, with her boundless cheerfulness despite 
having a mind-boggling, multitude of responsibilities. And there are 
so many others for me to mention and thank— everyone from Marci 
and Cantor Friedman and Kathy and Abby to Rick, Rony, Pierre, and 
Butch—but I’m afraid that, as at the Academy Awards, the music will 
start playing and I’ll simply be yanked off the stage.   

I’ll claim a point of personal privilege, however, to add one more 
name in my list of thanks: that is Lizzie, my partner, who has put up 
with three years of countless meetings and phone calls and other 
absences on my part while, in turn, throwing herself headfirst and 
without complaint—well, perhaps just a little complaint—into all 
things Beth Emet. When I was first asked to be president, I suggested 
that perhaps Lizzie and I should do it together. Both the Nominating 
Committee and Lizzie demurred but the reality is what everyone 
already knows—she truly is my better half.  

So now, I want to talk a little bit about where we are, where we’ve 
been, and where we’re going.  

Let me start with some statistics, including some regarding our 
finances, although I note at the outset that statistics, and dollars and 
cents, don’t begin to tell the story of where we are as a congregation. 

It now appears, based on our most recent projections, that our 
2015-16 fiscal year, which ends on June 30, 2016, will have a deficit 
of only about $26,000. That’s in a budget that exceeds $2.2 million. 
Over the past three years, we’ve been remarkably consistent in our 
yearly budgetary results.  In 2013-14 the deficit was $25,034; in 2014-
15 it was $23,123.

The consistency in our results has been due, in part, to unceasing 
efforts to control our expenses. And our total expenses have, in fact, 
gone up remarkably little over three years despite the increases in 
costs for everything from insurance to costs of goods. Our total 
expenses in 2015-16 ($2,264,661) are just $51,000 more then they 
were three years ago in 2012-13 ($2,213,387).  

But these expense increases, although modest, and a testament to 
our vigilance, are still something we have had to pay for. A major 
reason why we have been able to hold down our deficits and come 
in at something close to a balanced budget has been the growing 
success of our Mitzvah Appeals—and, more importantly, of our 
building a culture of philanthropy. This has taken place under the 
leadership at various times of Richard and Arlene Steele, Brad Wynn, 
Jane and Greg Wintroub, Simon Anolick, and Lisa Levin. And the 
results have been truly significant to our ability to fund our yearly 
operations. In the year before I became president (2012-2013), we 
received pledges of $222,000 in the Mitzvah Appeal, with net income 
of $211,000 after expenses. This year, pledges totaled $270,000, with 
net income of about $260,000. That is almost a 22% increase.

During the past three years, our membership numbers have also 
largely stabilized, although we still have more “churn” than we 
would like. We have 708 households, of whom about 674 are 
paying members.  Income from membership payments has not 
only remained largely stable over the past three years but has gone 
up slightly from about $1.13 million in the 2012-13 year to about 
$1.15 million this year. But we continue to skew toward an older 
demographic. And that continues to pose challenges for the future. 
For example, three years ago we had 67 paying families that were 
in the under 40s category or participants in our Early Childhood 
program. This year, the number is 41.

The fact is that while we pride ourselves on being intergenerational—
and we are—we need to do more to attract younger adults in their 
twenties, thirties, and forties by creating more appealing worship, 
social and networking opportunities for them.  

The good news is that our Beit Sefer, post-bnai mitzvah, and youth 
programs remain strong and thriving, and have grown considerably 
over the past few years.  As recently as 2011-2012, we had 182 
students enrolled in these programs (with the numbers being in the 
170s for several years before that). Last year we had a combined 
enrollment in these programs of 220 students, and the numbers this 
year are similar. In particular, our kindergarten through sixth grade 
programs have 188 students this year. That compares to 145 students 
in those programs back in 2011-2012.  

But, as I noted, numbers do not begin to tell the story of where we 
are and what we are as a congregation.  

Let me start with a word about our Rabbi. After having worked closely 
with her for three years, and seen her in countless contexts, I can 
only tell you that I am more struck than ever by how fortunate we 
are to have Andrea London.  Someone who is unafraid to speak up 
on the big issues, consistent with the legacy of this pulpit, and who 
is recognized as a leader and a builder of bridges throughout our 
broader communities. A rabbi of great learning who is capable of 
truly teaching. And a rabbi who has a large vision for Beth Emet, a 

Outgoing President

Reprinted from speech given at Beth Emet’s Annual Meeting on March 21, 2016.

David Graham

Continued on page 33



5

This year, Beth Emet has been infused with music, music, music! 
Rabbi London and I began our partnership with two big “NEWs”—
new cantor and new prayer books for the High Holidays. We found a 
great deal of creativity in the new machzor, Mishkan HaNefesh, and 

have particularly enjoyed its infusion of more contemporary prayers 
right alongside traditional prayers, adding kavanah (intention) to 
our worship. 

Our choirs have been thriving—Conductor Klaus Georg led us in 
the gorgeous music for the High Holidays, singing standard settings 
of some of our traditional prayers, along with newer settings, 
some of which were composed specifically as companions for the 
new machzor and we did not stop there. We have started creating 
innovative worship and music for special Shabbatot, by adding 
the participation of our Adult Choir, Keshet (youth) Choir, Junior 
Choir, and the Beth Emet Band. They were with us for Kristallnacht, 
Shabbat Shirah, Shabbat Chanukah, and Kol Emet Shabbat. On 
October 23, when I was installed as cantor, we created a service 
that proved to be one of the most meaningful moments of my 
entire life. I was extremely honored to have Cantor Howard M. Stahl, 
my longtime mentor, and my friend, Cantor Jonathan Comisar, join 
us the night of the installation. We sang a few of Cantor Comisar’s 
compositions on the occasion. 

Our Beth Emet Band—Dan Kaplan, Nancy Liskar, Mark Schoenfield, 
Beth Strum, Murray Gordon, Michael Rowe, along with our talented 
pianist Barb Wertico, played a ruach (spirit)-filled service for us 
at Simchat Torah, and has become a semi-regular Tefillah band, 
gracing us with their beautiful music for Shabbat Chanukah, 
Shabbat Shirah, and some of them were heard in the Purim Spiel. 
They will also be with us again this spring. 

Kol Emet: the Jewish Music Project has been a great success this 
year and has provided meaning for many of us through the music. 
Our Mogul concert in November featured the gorgeous singing and 
artistry of Chazzan Alberto Mizrahi. We had a very successful spring 
concert in March where I had the honor of presenting my senior 
recital and thesis topic: We Are Family: The Story of the Jewish 

Family Told through Musical Theater, Yiddish Theater, 
and Opera. We held our annual Kol Emet Young 
Composer’s Competition and our winner, Christopher 
Enloe, sang his piece at Kol Emet Shabbat on May 6.  
Dr. Samuel Adler, noted composer, professor, conductor, and 
author, also was with us on Kol Emet Shabbat and gave the d’var 
Torah. We had an enjoyable inter-generational Purim Spiel that 
featured many of our talented adults in addition to some talented 
teens! The show was entitled When You Wish Upon a Jewish Star: 
A Disney Purim, with parodies written and performed by Beth Emet 
members. 

In addition to our special Shabbatot, we had many guest leaders  
join us in the past few months. In February, we were fortunate to 
have guest leader Rabbi Joe Black in celebration for Sophie Black’s 
90th birthday. In March, we celebrated One Jewish Evanston  
during Friday night services with special guest Howard Friedland, 
cantor at Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation along with guest 
Rabbi’s Don Rossoff and Suzanne Griffel. I have started a new 
tradition of guest leadership here at Beth Emet, in which I bring 
someone up to sing Y’hiyu L’Ratzon with me after silent prayer. This 
has become such a meaningful part of our worship and I have been 
so fortunate to witness guest leaders finding their Jewish voices, 
right before my eyes. What a gift!

I am always looking for singers of all levels of ability to sing with me 
on the bima, in choirs, to be in the Purim Spiel, and at other special 
events. No prior experience necessary! 

One of my favorite things I do as clergy is to officiate for lifecycles. 
Being a cantor or rabbi is perhaps one of the most meaningful jobs 
a person could ever have. We get to celebrate with you in the most 
meaningful times of your life, and we get to help guide you through 
some of the most challenging times. Please know that you can call 
on me anytime for pastoral visits, lifecycle, counseling, or anything 
you need. I look forward to being there with you, to guide you, 
teach you, challenge you, and hold your hand throughout your life, 
as one of your clergy.

Musicמוסיקה

Cantor Friedman leads the Junior Choir 
in festive songs at Chanukah Rocks! 

New this year, Cantor Friedman started the Keshet Choir for youth 
in seventh grade through high school.

Cantor Susan Lewis Friedman

Moments in Music
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Beth Emet’s Adult Choir at rehearsal 
before the Installation of  

Cantor Susan Lewis Friedman.

Music

I LOVE 
SINGING IN THE 

BETH EMET ADULT CHOIR! 
I’m kind of new. I joined the choir 
in July 2015.  In October 2015, I 

retired and singing in the choir is a big, 
beautiful part of my retirement.  My 

fellow singers are great and the 
music is glorious.

-Jack Levie

I have 
been singing at 

Beth Emet choir since Cantor 
Jeff Klepper created it. Phyllis and 

I joined together.  I have been sharing 
the experience with my cousins Dick and 

Judy Rhodes that entire time. The choir and 
the music has been my spiritual connection 
to Beth Emet.  Being able to sing the High 

Holiday Services has been especially 
meaningful to me. 

-Michael Mitzen

 
I have been in 

the Beth Emet choir for 
more years than I can remember, 

through multiple cantors and choir 
directors. I love that Cantor Friedman 

has made the choir a more regular thing 
and integrated our music into worship on a 
regular basis. We have also gained several 
new members based on Cantor Friedman’s 

strong encouragement, which adds 
significantly to the experience.

-Rebecca Raus

When 
Jeff Klepper, our 

first ordained Cantor, sang 
with the professional quartet at High 

Holiday services, he noted that not only 
did the congregation sing along, they sang in 

harmony. He soon announced the organization 
of a volunteer choir, with Georgia Cohen as 

accompanist. I hesitated, but Nancy Yalowitz told 
me that Jeff jumped right in with the Rossi Bayom 

Ha Hu, so I jumped in, too. The choir has seen 
many changes over those 33 years, but I 

still get a spiritual lift by singing in it.

-Donna Loundy

Music Notes

מוסיקה

Kol Emet:  
The Jewish Music Project
Do you remember the wonderful concert We Are Family: Stories 
of Jewish Family as Told through Musical Theater, Yiddish Theater, 
and Opera with Cantor Susan Lewis Friedman and friends this past 
March? The Kol Emet Committee has more exciting music planned 
for next season, and we need your support! Kol Emet: The Jewish 
Music Project is self-funded—this means that we rely on ticket 
sales, sponsorship, and a limited budget to fund these concerts. 
Please consider becoming a sponsor. Sponsors receive tickets to all 
concerts, an invitation to the Kol Emet Shabbat dinner, your name 
in the program, and the satisfaction of contributing to the artistic 
life of our community.

Next season begins by commemorating Kristallnacht in November, 
with Kol Zimrah—the Jewish Community Choir of Chicago. For 
more information or to become a sponsor, please contact Cantor 
Friedman at sfriedman@bethemet.org.

Thank you to our 2015-16 Kol Emet sponsors for your generous 
contributions. Your support provides rich, Jewish musical 
experiences to our congregation and the greater Chicago 
Jewish community. 

Eileen Chapman

Mort and Reva Denlow

Mel and Patti Gerbie

Doug and Becky Hoffman

Corinne Lee and Sheldon Cohen

Michael and Phyllis Mitzen

Robert and Sandra Morgan

Gregg and Rebecca Raus

Mark and Barbara Schoenfield

Myra Shneider
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This has been a year of connections and 

opportunities. Learning at Beth Emet 

encourages relationships and community. 

Sometimes these relationships occur in 

the classrooms, between teachers and 

students or between students and students. 

Increasingly, relationships are growing 

between families and in intergenerational 

settings. The warmth and the caring—the 

people connections—are often what is most 

noted about Beth Emet. Here are a few 

examples: 

On Sunday November 1, Beth Emet held an 

intergenerational program that began with 

a session for more than 80 adults. Sharon 

Morton presented a workshop entitled 

Passing on Our Values, Defining Our Legacy, 

Telling Our Stories sponsored by GIFTS 

(Gratitude, Inspiration, Family, Tzedakah, 

and Service) that provided participants with 

the essential knowledge, skills, and tools 

to engage with your young ones about 

timeless Jewish values that each generation 

is obligated to pass along to the next. 

She introduced language, concepts, and 

activities that focus on social action and 

philanthropic projects–great for kids of any 

religion. Those with children in Beit Sefer 

then engaged with them in a social action 

project in their classes where they packed 

up donations of Halloween candy to donate 

to Ronald McDonald House. 

Each year we celebrate our students who 

begin their Jewish learning at Beit Sefer. All 

of our kindergarteners as well as our new 

first and second graders participate in our 

Naming and Consecration program. This 

year we had 24 participants. Our children 

stand on the bima, their parents share the 

secrets of their Hebrew names, they pray 

under the shelter of a large talit, and they 

sing with joy as they proudly wear their 

Hebrew name plates and hold their new 

little Torahs. Our ceremony is followed by a 

festive meal with students, parents, siblings 

and grandparents. Here is the impact of 

the evening in the words of a couple of the 

participants:

We really enjoyed the Consecration and 
Naming program. The warmth of the 
Synagogue really came across and we 
enjoyed sharing the experience with our 
son Noah’s grandparents. 

–Lawrence and Vanessa Heftman

In Judaism, we talk a lot about tradition.  
The Consecration ceremony at Beth Emet 
is a beautiful and heartwarming example  
of tradition—a special time set aside 
to communicate to our children the 
meaning of their Hebrew name and to 
relay stories about the ancestors for 
whom they were named.

–Adam and Melinda Prawer-Stock

Our fifth grade had two unique 

Purim programs this year. Each of 

our fifth grade families paired up with 

a congregant (older but of course 

not old) for whom they gathered 

goodies into a Mishloach Manot 

(Purim gifts of food) basket. The 

delivery of sweetness is nice, but 

the real gift is the conversation that 

occurs between our fifth graders and 

synagogue members of a different 

generation. Our fifth graders and 

their families set out to the homes 

of these congregants, where they 

tell their stories and listen to the 

stories of others. Thank you to 

Simon Anolick, who has been 

coordinating this program for 

many years.  

These same fifth graders put on a Purim 

spiel (play) for their families with whom 

they then shared a very festive Purim meal.  

There were many Hamans, Esthers, and 

Mordechais, all who spoke in a sing-song 

tune of Dr. Seuss. Laughter and joy were had 

by all—back then in Shushan, and in Adar at 

Beth Emet. 

Jonah really enjoyed delivering the 
Mishloach Manot. He felt welcomed 
into the Greenbergers’ home and 
comfortable enough that he ended up 
playing the piano for them! When we 
went to Friday night services, Jonah and 
the Greenbergers greeted each other 
with warm smiles and chatted like friends. 
The best part of the program was seeing 
Jonah make a new connection with his 
Beth Emet community.  

–Danielle Crown

Lifelong Learning

A year of Inspirational Learning at Beth Emet!  

חנוך
Marci Dickman  

Fifth graders visit congregants to deliver 
Mishloach Manot on Purim. 

Continued on page 8
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Lifelong Learning

We really loved how the fifth graders 
were fully immersed in the mitzvot 
surrounding Purim this year. While we 

have appreciated the joy and excitement 
of past Purim programs, this year was 
different. Our children performed the 
mitzvot of Purim rather than passively 
participating while we performed the 
mitzvot on their behalf. Our generally 
introverted daughter went out into 
our community and connected with a 
member of the community that she  
hadn’t met previously. Their conversation 

ranged from chanukiot to horseback 
riding to dance, and our daughter 
learned that you have a lot in common 
with people who you might assume you 
have very little in common with. We also 
enjoyed the enthusiasm surrounding 
the Purim Spiel. By presenting the story 
herself, she engaged with the story on 
a very different level than she had in 
the past. Rather than being something 
she just heard, the story came alive and 
became something she was a part of.  

–Amy and Ben 
Milner-Gorvine

According to 

Rabbi Peter 

Knobel, he has 

been teaching a 

Talmud class on 

Friday mornings 

at Beth Emet 

“for a very long 

time.”  For the 

last couple of 

years, even 

when he is away 

from Evanston, he is teaching this class via 

Skype. From the comments of his students, 

the class is appreciated for its community, 

the Talmud learning and the bagels!  Here 

are some of their words: 

I now live in California, and have sorely 
missed Rabbi Knobel’s Talmud class that 
I attended regularly while I was at Beth 
Emet.  The chance to take the class again, 
although not as great as having Rabbi 
Knobel and friends in the same room, 
is a blessing for me.  I have the Talmud 
text, I can ask questions on the spot, join 
the discussion, and see some of my old 
friends again.  I have my coffee, but alas, 
no bagels—virtual ones won’t work.

–Barbara-Ann Lewis

The advantage for me—and the reason I 
continue in the class—is the connection 
that I can maintain with Rabbi Knobel, 
Beth Emet and the others that come. Of 
course the Talmud itself is fascinating. 

–Karin Kelber

Marci Dickman 
Director of Lifelong Learning

 A Few Great Adult Learning Offerings in 2015-16 
• Jews, Animals, and Jewish Animals in Jewish Thought 

and Tradition with David Shyovitz

• Drumming for Self-Renewal with Linda Schneider

• Race: the Power of an Illusion – A Beth Emet 
Conversation about Race and Equity and Whiteness

• Current Politics with David Zarefsky

• Everyday Ethics: Conversations with My Jewish and 
My Secular Self with Rabbi Peter Knobel and  
Dr. Laura Miller

• Why Cultural Judaism is a Myth with Roberta Rosenthal Kwall

• The Modern Struggle for the Soul of Islam with Rabbi Herbert Bronstein

חנוך
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When I first came to Beth Emet, I vividly remember my predecessor, Yoni, describing the close relationships he formed with 

teens—how students would pile into his office just to hang out, and how they would confide in him about their personal 

achievements and challenges. I remember thinking Wow…I wonder if I’ll ever get to that point with the Beth Emet teens.

Almost two years later, I find myself filled with a deep sense of joy and purpose when I reflect on the relationships I have built with teen 

and adult members of the Beth Emet community.  As the director of youth programs, one of my priorities is to help teens connect with 

Judaism and strengthen their Jewish identity. I believe that relationships are the primary vehicle for effective engagement. In my short time 

here, I have built strong relationships, but this is only the first step toward lasting involvement.

Beth Emet’s commitment to Jewish youth is concretely exemplified by the creation of the youth director position. Jerry Kaye, Director of 

OSRUI, once made a statement about youth engagement that really stuck with me. He said, “Think about how many synagogues you know 

of that have full-time maintenance staff. Then think about how many synagogues you know of that have full-time staff dedicated solely 

to youth engagement.” Beth Emet prioritizes youth in a way that few congregations do, the results of which are seen in our high levels of 

student retention through high school and long-term involvement Jewish life.   

The question of how best to capture Jewish teens has been longstanding in the Reform Movement. In an article describing the history of 

the National Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY), Rabbi Gary Zola describes how “NFTY, like so many American Jewish innovations, is a 

programmatic response to a persistent concern that the American synagogue might become irrelevant to the rising generation of Jewish 

youth.” Through the decades, the movement has created countless programs and initiatives to address this perpetual concern—youth 

groups, social action trips, regional youth conferences, alumni networks and more. There is no one formula for success, but I believe that 

relationships rooted in mutual respect and trust are the key to a sense of lasting belonging in the Jewish community.

Abigail Backer
Director of Youth Programs

Youth

Youth group activities for Garinim—grades four and five—provide 
an engaging introduction to Beth Emet youth group culture. 

Earlier this year, students participated in a program about 
community at the Garinim Shabbaton.

Each year, BESSY leads a Kabbalat Shabbat Service filled with music 
and reflection. On June 3, participants spoke about 

a time they took a leap of faith.

נוער
Abigail Backer



10

Youth

Meet 2015-16 BESSY Co-Presidents Rena Newman and Emma Milner-Gorvine

1. How has your leadership style changed during your time on BESSY Board? 

Rena Newman: I’ve been on BESSY Board for three years and I think something 
that’s definitely evolved for me is my ability to delegate tasks. Something I’ve 
gotten better at is understanding the many components of what goes into a 
good event and how many people can be involved in that process. The act of 
delegating a task is not just shirking responsibilities but also empowering other 
people to contribute something they feel proud of to the program. 

Emma Milner-Gorvine: This is also my third year on the BESSY Board and I think 
I’ve gotten much more assertive. Delegating tasks, like Rena said, is partially 
about giving other people the opportunity to lead, but also recognizing that 
you can’t do everything yourself. 

2. How has BESSY changed? 

Rena: I think there is a more cohesive BESSY narrative—in the past four years we’ve seen BESSY go from just another synagogue youth 
group to something that has a real emphasis among its members on social activism. The intergeneration Gender Program is a marker of 
the fact that we are a youth group that values social justice very highly. 

Emma: My freshman year, it was the first year that there were no elections and that we had an application process for BESSY Board. It 
was disorganized, but still fun. It’s definitely gotten more structured in the past two years. We’ve done a better job of having events that 
incorporate fun, Judaism, and social justice. 

3. Why is BESSY a priority for you?

Rena: There are a lot reasons. One, the synagogue is home. In a lot of ways, I’ve grown up at Beth Emet and it’s a space in which I feel 
really comfortable. But why am I still here as a high schooler? For me, there have been a number of incredible youth organizers like Abby 
Backer, Yoni Siden, and Aaron Gunning (just to name a few). These amazing Jewish educators, who are really passionate about their 
Judaism and about the greater world, bring that to us and allow us to have a space to talk about it. I think great youth organizers and 
educators are the Jewish spaces where I have felt as though I can come to the table and be heard and taken seriously. Why prioritize 
BESSY? Because it’s a place we can actually be heard and make real change. 

Emma: For me, it’s a mix of a lot of things. I really love being Jewish, so it’s getting to do that all of the time, all weekend, every weekend. It 
is also nice to have a group of people that you can come to who aren’t involved in your school/friend group drama. It’s a nice community 
where you can pretty much always get along with everyone, talk about Jewish stuff, not Jewish stuff, whatever is going on in your life. I 
knew it from my first BESSY Board meeting freshman year that I was going to be here all the time. 

BESSY (Beth Emet Senior Synagogue Youth) is the community’s highly 
active, peer-led youth group for high school-age participants. This was 
the BESSY Group Photo at a lock-in (synagogue sleep over)

Chasamba (grades 6-8) strives to cultivate a supportive 
and fun social community that bridges Jewish values with 
this age group’s increasing social exploration. This photo 
was taken at a team challenge event.

נוער
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Our synagogue includes many families 

whose young children (ages 0-5) are in full-

day care, secular early childhood programs, 

or at home with a parent or caregiver; for 

a variety of reasons, they don’t attend our 

part-day Early Childhood program. Though 

these parents are not in our building on a 

daily basis, they are just as eager to engage 

and build long-lasting friendships within the 

Beth Emet community. Many young parents 

share stories about their own childhoods 

growing up in synagogues where they 

made life-long friends, and they have a  

desire to do the same for their own  

children, even with their busy schedules.

So how do we support these families in with 

babies and young children to find a 

meaningful Jewish community? Our 

synagogue is committed to broadening our 

scope for these families; one indication of 

this is a change in my title to Director of 

Young Family Programs.

This summer, we’re hosting our first Brunch 

with Babies on Sunday, July 24 for parents 

and grandparents who have welcomed a 

new child in to their family within the  

past 12 months. Many families enjoy  

Tot Shabbat as their primary connection to 

Rabbi London, Cantor Friedman, and other 

families with young children. (Attend Tot 

Shabbat at Noah’s Playground July 16 and  

August 20!) Our Gan Yom Rishon (Sunday 

School) for children ages 3-5 with a parent 

offers Jewish education as part of our 

Beit Sefer. Throughout the 

year, Shabbat and holiday 

celebrations are designed to 

be ‘family friendly’, and kids 

and parents really enjoy their time 

together at Beth Emet.

With social media and word-of-mouth as 

the best marketing tools, we’re hearing 

from more and more parents looking for a 

Jewish community. If you know of a young 

family who might like to learn more, or if 

you have ideas on how we can support 

young families in their search for Jewish 

connections, please be in touch.

Kathy Kaberon 

Director of Young Family Programs

Young Families

Opportunities for Families with Young Children
Drop-In 
Each Wednesday 9:30-11:30 a.m  
For parents looking for something new and fun to do during the 
school year, we offer Drop-In every Wednesday. Children from birth 
to age three, accompanied by an adult, are invited to play, have a 
snack, and enjoy our climbers, slides, riding toys, and more. This is a 
great way to meet other parents. $4.00/visit.

Tot Shabbat
Always on the third Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.

Tot Shabbat is geared toward children under five and their parents 
and grandparents. We sing, dance with the Torahs, and enjoy a story. 
Afterwards, everyone gathers for lox-and-bagel brunch, playtime for the children, and schmooze-time for adults. 

Camp Kayitz 

Camp Kayitz is for children ages three to five. Packed with summer activities, Shabbat singing, science explorations, water play and more! 

We also have a parent/tot camp on Friday mornings for children 12-33 months. Enjoy music, art, stories, and outdoor play. 

Holidays

During the year, we have many opportunities for families with young children to engage in fun learning activities—check the Families with 
Young Children section of Beth Emet’s website to see what’s coming up. 

Gan Yom Rishon
Each Sunday 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

For children three to four years old with a parent or caregiver.

Gan Yom Rishon is an interactive class where children are introduced to Jewish holidays, rituals, symbols, and values through songs, art, and 
play. This class is also open to non-members. 

Kathy Kaberon

טף
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Coming Home
This past June, when we returned home to Chicago after six years in  
Los Angeles, the Beth Emet Early Childhood Program welcomed our family 
with extraordinary warmth. From the nurturing, creative, attentive teachers, 
to the seasoned, invested director, we immediately felt at home.

The Beth Emet Early Childhood teachers are exceptionally skilled at helping 
children navigate their worlds–both internal and external. School days are 
filled with magical experiences driven by the emergent curriculum, which 
allows learning to evolve organically. Explorative play fuels curiosity and 
ignites passion for learning. Students wonder and question; they investigate 
and discover. With nurturing spirits, Beth Emet teachers guide preschoolers 
through challenging peer interactions, helping them identify and express a 
full spectrum of emotions. Children are valued as individuals with growing 
hearts and minds. They are empowered to evolve socially, emotionally, and 
intellectually in a safe, accepting environment.

This year, our two sons have formed meaningful bonds with classmates, 
and we have cultivated rich friendships with parents. From hallway hellos to 
sharing the joys of each other’s milestones, Beth Emet’s vibrant community has quickly become family.

-Jamie and Adam Rappoport

Young Families

Tot Shabbat
My daughter Mae, age 3, and I love the Tot Shabbat program at Beth Emet. Mae’s Jewish life revolves around 
Shabbat rituals at home and attending a monthly independent minyan. Tot Shabbat, importantly, allows Mae to 
hear different Jewish voices and to engage with the broader Jewish community. When she was tiny, Mae liked 
to march around with a stuffed Torah. Now that she is older, she has started answering the Shabbat “Q&A” that is 
part of one of the songs. She loves to dance to Cantor Friedman’s tunes and to listen to Rabbi London’s stories, 
which often touch on social and ethical issues. We are grateful that Beth Emet, and Kathy, have given Mae such a 
welcoming entry point into the Jewish community. 

 -Jonathan Krieger

Our Children’s Jewish Story Begins at Beth Emet

The warmth and welcoming spirit that we have always experienced in the Beth Emet community has 
made it very easy for our family to continue to find ways to learn, grow, celebrate and participate in 
Jewish life. Prior to joining as members, we had regularly attended Wednesday Drop-ins with our 
now nine year old son, Ronan. He now attends Beit Sefer with some of the children that we met on 
those Wednesdays, which seems not that long ago. Our daughters Ivy and Fiona, who are six and 
four, also feel quite comfortable at their Beth Emet home. Whether it’s popsicles in the park after 
the Rosh Hashanah Family Service, singing along at the Chanukah concert, baking hamantaschen in 
the Weiner room, or attending the annual Purim Carnival, Beth Emet is where our children’s Jewish 
story begins. What we all get from our participation is much larger than the celebrations themselves. 
Little by little over time, we start to see friendships forming with people who were once strangers. 
What was unfamiliar at one time starts to feel comfortable, and our Jewish journey as parents and 

individuals also has the opportunity to become enriched and expanded. 

-Shaina Young

טף
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                                                    Social Justice

Founded on an unswerving belief in the right to free speech, from our earlist days Beth Emet has championed human rights and worked 
vigorously toward tikkun olam, repair of the world. Through awareness and action, we are committed to promoting social justice in 
meaningful and important ways. This year we hosted programs with Jewish Council on Urban Affairs (JCUA), conversed about race, 
gender, equity, and community, and continued to serve our Evanston community through the Beth Emet Soup Kitchen. 

Teens Urge Gun Violence Legislation
On April 27, participants in our Or Emet collaborative 9/10th grade curriculum 

with JCUA, met with Senator Daniel Biss, Rep. Laura Fine, and Senator Julie 
Morrison to discuss gun violence prevention. Teens specifically urged legislators 

to propose or co-sponsor legislation that would provide state level licensing 
and inspection for gun dealers in Illinois. The legislators were very receptive and 

impressed with our passionate teens!

JCUA’s Daniel Kaplan in conversation with Beth Emet members on March 27, 
about the Trauma Center Campaign, allyship, and community organizing. 

L’Chaim! To Life!
Sunday afternoon, November 1, over 200 members of Chicago’s Jewish 

community—including many from Beth Emet—gathered at KAM Isaiah Israel in 
Hyde Park for L’Chaim! JCUA’s Community Meeting for Trauma Care. For the last 

year, JCUA has been a member of the community-led Trauma Care Coalition, 
working to bring a Level-I Adult Trauma Center to the South Side of Chicago. 

Learn more at jcua.org/lchaim

11th Plague: Standing Against Islamaphobia
Jewish Council on Urban Affairs (JCUA) hosted their annual seder at Beth Emet 
on April 11 to publicly take a stand against Islamaphobia. At the seder, speakers 
reminded us of what it means to be an ally—how to put ourselves on the line to 

take a stand against discrimination and hate.

Three generations volunteer at the Beth Emet Soup Kitchen—
Ann and Bob Graham with Alissa, Eliza, and Emilia  Goldwasser—volunteered 
recently at Beth Emet’s Soup Kitchen. Ann shared that she was inspired to get 
her granddaughters involved with volunteering after attending the program 

Intergenerational Giving: Realizing Our Legacy, Teaching Philanthropy and Social 
Action to the Next Generation with Sharon Morton on November 1. 

Race and Equity in Our Community
On Friday, January 29 we welcomed Rabbi Capers Funnye from Chicago’s Beth 
Shalom B’nai Zaken Ethiopian Congregation delivered a D’var Torah at Kabbalat 
Shabbat services, which was followed by a panel discussion on race and equity 

in the Evanston community. Panelists included: Marcus Campbell, Assistant 
Superintendent/Principal at Evanston Township High School; Eileen Hogan 

Heineman, Co-Director of Racial Justice Program for the YWCA Evanston/North 
Shore; Lesley Williams, Head of Adult Public Services at the Evanston Public 

Library; Dr. Eric Witherspoon, Evanston Township High School Superintendent; and 
Cameron English, Student Leader of SOAR (Students Organized Against Racism)

תיקון עולם
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Philanthropy

Leave a Lasting Legacy to Beth Emet 
Join the Dor L’Dor Society 
We all make decisions during our life that reflect our values. Making a legacy gift by including Beth Emet in your estate 
plan is a powerful way to put your values into action beyond your lifetime. Doing so helps ensure the vitality of  

Beth Emet into the future and perpetuates its distinguished service to the community and to the Jewish people. 

Your legal advisor or tax professional can help you determine an approach that’s right for you. Whether it be through a simple bequest 
in a will or trust, IRA, 401k or pension plan beneficiary designation; life insurance policy designee or through a charitable gift annuity 
and/or charitable remainder trust, your gift will leave a lasting legacy to Beth Emet Synagogue and will be a wonderful demonstration of 
commitment to our Jewish community.  Join others in our community (listed below) who have joined the Dor L’Dor Society. To learn more, 
please contact Bekki Harris Kaplan at bkaplan@bethemet.org or call 847-869-4230 ext. 304. 

In the Beth Emet Family (Through May 17)

Adam and Melinda Prawer-Stock welcomed the birth of son of Max David Prawer-Stock.

David Zarefsky welcomed the birth of his grandson Evan Reed Zarefsky

Rosalie and Paul Greenberger welcomed the birth of their granddaughter Noa Hanah Greenberger

Ted and Jan Goldsmith welcomed the birth of their granddaughter Hannah Miriam. 

Glenn Ramsey and Roz Ramsey-Goldman welcomed the birth of their grandson Eli Lincoln. 

Ron and Mayta Sptiz welcomed the birth of their grandson Landen Jacob

Helene and Don Spak welcomed the birth of their grandson Tyler Schechner

Sandy and Bob Cutler welcomed the birth of their granddaughter Emma Paige Cutler

John and Marlene McLeod welcomed the birth of their granddaughter Violet Mirabelle Koss

Mazel Tov to eight-year-old congregant Tyler Kaplan for his first big TV role on Chicago Fire 

Mazel Tov to Michael Mitzen who was honored by Chicago A Capella with their Tribute Award.

תרומה

Give to Others, Give to Ourselves: Support the Beth Emet Foundation 
Since 1965, Beth Emet’s Foundation has been, and continues to be, funded through generous gifts from Beth Emet members and others in 
the Jewish community who recognize the benefits of having a large pool of funds that can be invested with the earnings used to support 
ongoing programming. Funds in the Foundation include programming support for Kol Emet: The Jewish Music Project, scholarships 
for students wishing to study in Israel, scholars-in-residence, and educational programs for all ages, just to name a few. Increasing the 
Foundation’s assets ensures continued and increasing support for our house of worship. Members can establish an endowment fund in 
recognition of a person or an event, in memory of a loved one, or to show support for the congregation. Through the Foundation, we not 
only give to others but to ourselves. Supporting Beth Emet, our programming and our commitment to tikkun olam, strengthens us as a 
community. To learn more about giving opportunities, please contact any member of The Beth Emet Foundation:

Jeff Mann, President

Marc Blumenthal, Secretary

Karl Berolzheimer, Sarah Chavkin, Scott Hurwitz, Larry Levine, Tony Nocchiero, Stephen Reiches

Anonymous (3)
Sheryl and Stopher Bartol
Karl and Diane Berolzheimer
Sophie Black
Barbara Brown
James Burstein
James Cahan and Linda Schneider
Joseph Clonick
Lawrence and Marilyn Cohen
Robert and Sandra Cutler
Morton and Reva Denlow

Marian Fried*
Betsy Fuchs
Mel and Patti Gerbie
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger
Irene Gregory*
Paul and Barbara Hansfield
David and Tina Herpe
Michael and Beverly Huckman
Lily Kanter
Dan & Bekki Kaplan
Barbara Kaufman

Rabbi Peter and Elaine Knobel
Marilyn Rice-Last
John and Gloria Levin 
Rabbi Andrea and Daniel London
Richard and Donna Loundy
Jeffrey and Letitia Mann
Susan Melczer
Alan Mills*
Harold and Bea Miller
Sheldon Mostovoy and Nola Penn
Roslyn Pollack

Edward and Jill Randell
Lenore Reif*
Robert and Deborah Render
Richard and Judith Rhodes
Adina Romain
Seymour and Leslie Schwartz
Frank & Paula Tachau
Rolf and Leni Weil
Nancy Yalowitz
Jonathan Yenkin and Susan Fisher
David Zarefsky

*denotes deceased member
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Alan and Marlene Baer

Larry and Lindsey Baer

Gerald Bailey

Chad Belfor and Melanie Walker 
Children: Anais, Beatrix, and 
Tessa

Jerry and Elizabeth Berkelhamer

Jamie and Lyuda Berkoff 
Children: Benjamin and 
Harrison

Doris Blackwell

Lori Blazek

Robin and Aaron Brown 
Children: Ellie and Andy

Judy Caplan

Bill Caro

Rachel and Scott Clancy 
Children: Zachary

Yetta Cooperman

David and Julie Cutter  
Children: Alice and Zachary

Lora Drake

Ina Drexler

Justin and Abbe Drexler

Ben and Brooke Freed  
Child: Maddy

Fraeda Friedman Children: Jona, 
Ronen, and Talya 

Cantor Susan and  
Ross Friedman  
Children: Abigail and Zev

Chuck and Lynn Friend

Eileen Friend

Bill Gates

Dana Engel Gerstein  
Children: Caleb, Jonah, and Liv

Michelle & Stuart Getz

Diane Goldring  
Child: Evan

Ted and Jan Goldsmith  
Child: Alex Goldsmith

Adam and Wendy Greco 
Children: Joshua and Zachary

Salina Greene

Enid J. Golinkin

Derek and Becca Groothuis 
Children: David and Zoe

Bruce Himelstein and  
Lisa Simons

Larry and Vanessa Heftman 
Children: Benjamin and Noah

Ezra Hilton and Orly Henry

Ruth Kaminer

Nettie Katzenberg

Cantor Aviva Katzman &  
Dr. Morris Mauer  
Children: Alec, Ezra, and 
Zachary

Jay Kleiman

Aaron Koss and  
Heather McLeod

Iris Lieberman-Tausend 

Marissa Maile

John and Marlene McLeod

Jeff Mono and Steve Greenberg

Josh Nelson and Lee Hanten

Jonathan Orlove and Johanna 
Fraga Child: Dahlia

Ari Polish

Jason and Julie Rosenthal 
Children: Meyer and Parker

Jamie Rosman and  
Tim Gutowski  
Children: Benjamin and Ella

Larry Rubin &  
Jessica Sectzer-Rubin 
Children: Moshe and Zoe

Andrew Ruhloff and  
Leah Goldsmith  
Child: Benjamin

Ida Salusky  
Child: Meir

Edie Segal and Alice Segal

Ivan Sheldon and Nicole Rose 
Children: Ella, Lily, and Maya

Allen and Renee Siegel

David and Pauline Singer

Elliot and Joyce Slutzky

Santa Spector  
Children: Benjamin and Emma

Sima Steiner

Scott and Stacey Stern  
Children: Hailey and Madison 

Alison Toback  
Children: Eden and Jonah

Larry Uribe and Sue Mies-Uribe

Alex Weiner and Dori Rubin 
Children: Ella and Rebecca

Beth Welter

Ilan and Silvia Yavitz  
Children: Ana and Eli

Lisa Yondorf

Lisa Zagorin  
Children: Alexander and 
Zachary

Becky Zaltman

Mark and Donna Zaltman

Welcome New Members
Shalom and welcome to the following new members who have joined (or re-joined) Beth Emet. We also welcome 22 new members from 
Temple Menorah who have joined the Beth Emet Family this past year. We are very excited to have you as part of our community, and you 
will quickly find that Beth Emet is a lively, multi-faceted, stimulating, fun place to “live Jewishly.”  We look forward to getting to know you!

קהילה

Meet the Cutter Family  
We felt welcomed at Beth Emet before we officially joined. From encouragement from a Board 
member family who arranged for our tickets to the High Holidays, to our first meeting with  
Bekki Harris Kaplan, to an email from Marci Dickman immediately after that meeting—the staff and 
Board were there to answer questions and tell us what makes Beth Emet unique. Our first service at 
Beth Emet was Erev Rosh Hashanah, which was also one of Cantor Friedman’s first service. There was 
something comforting about being new along with her—knowing we were coming in at a time that 
something new was happening for the entire congregation. We have said many times that we knew a 
lot of people whom we liked before we joined. And, as it turns out, we know even more people than 
we thought we knew. That goes for our kids, too, who have made friends and are greatly enjoying 
Beit Sefer and their teachers who have proven to be excellent, dedicated and caring teachers. We are 
glad to be a part of this community.  

-Julie and David Cutter
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High Holiday Schedule 5777 

S’lichot 
Saturday, September 24 
9:00 p.m.  Reception  
 and Study 
11:15 p.m  Service

Rosh HaShanah
Sunday, October 2 
8:00 p.m.   Erev Service

Monday, October 3 
9:00 a.m.   Chavurah Service
10:30 a.m.   Tashlich for Grades 6-8, High School, and those  
 attending Chavurah Service
11:30 a.m.  Traditional Reform Service
3:00 p.m.  Family Service for Kindergarten and Younger and  
 Family Service for Grades 1-3

Tuesday, October 4
10:00 a.m.  Second Day Services

Yom Kippur
Tuesday, October 11
7:00 p.m.  Kol Nidre Service

Wednesday, October 12 
9:00 a.m.   Chavurah Service 
9:30 a.m.   Adult Study with Rabbi Peter Knobel
11:15 a.m.   Traditional Reform Service
1:45 p.m.  Adult Study with Rabbi Andrea London
2:15 p.m.   Family Service for Kindergarten and Younger and  
 Family Service for Grades 1-3
3:45 p.m.  Concluding Services (Afternoon, Yizkor, and N’ilah)

Watch your mail in early August for a complete schedule  
and more High Holiday information. 

Yizkor Elohim January 13-April 30, 2016 

Henry Berolzheimer, brother of Karl Berolzheimer 

Kit Kollenberg Blasi, aunt of Benjamin Davidson  

Sandra Gold, wife of Charles Gold

Michael Goldberg, father of Jordan Goldberg

Sidney Hoffman, uncle of Doug Hoffman 

David Nathan Kornfeld, son of Clara Kornfeld and 

brother of Rena Denlow

Earl Lachman, father of Ronald Lachman

Harlan “Harley” Lubin, brother of Stephanie Lubin 

Lenore F. Roseman, aunt of Paul Fields  

June Rosenberg, mother of Lisa Sachs 

Grant Selch, father of Zach Selch

Beth Sheiver, sister of Karl Malachut  

Donald Singer, husband of Ruth Singer  

Barbara Sklar, mother of Pat Sklar

Ben Sosewitz, husband of Shelley Sosewitz (z”l) 

and long time member

Faigie Tanner, wife of Robert Tanner

Helen Tulsky, mother of Rick Tulsky 

Maxine Unger, aunt of Jim Cahan 

Jane Weinstein, sister of Mickey Resnick 

Helen White, mother of Brad White

Margery Wolf, mother of Benjamin Wolf 

Ruth Zisook, great aunt of Stacey Robinson 

 May their memory be for a blessing

קהילה

Help keep our kitchen stocked!
Though fresh ingredients are purchased by volunteers each week, there are many other 
operating costs that keep the Soup Kitchen going year after year—from maintenance 
and security, to supplies, laundry and food purchases. You can contribute to the effort by 
purchasing supplies on our Amazon Wish List! (Search for our Wish List by typing in Beth 
Emet Soup Kitchen.) Can’t decide what to buy? Make a tax-deductible monetary donation 
earmarked for the Soup Kitchen.
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Mazel Tov to Kabbalat Torah (12th Grade) Graduation Class of 2016 
 
Kabbalat Torah (or KT as it’s affectionately known) is Beth Emet’s confirmation program. On Friday, June 3, high school seniors led us in 
worship and reflected on their Jewish identity as part of a special Kabbalat Shabbat service. Read their essays at http://tinyurl.com/zjaovcy.

KT participants (also pictured on the cover of the Chadashon): Julia Bartol, Seth Bearman, Matthew Canel, Lily Finnegan, Sadie Hurwitz, 
Rosa Iglarsh, Liora London, Samantha Manton, Rena Newman, Andrea Raus, Hannah Raus, Sarina Elenbogen Siegel

Family Issues Aging Task Force (FIAT) Programs…For Men, Too 
Dr. Mel Gerbie

Beth Emet has had numerous programs for the older women in the congregation for the past few years but there was a lack of 
similar programs for men. In addition to aging itself, there is the issue of retirement and life after retirement. It was proposed that 
the men of the congregation be offered the opportunity to have a discussion centered on these issues.

The evening discussion last December was moderated by Dr. Martha Holstein. The panel consisted of Rabbi Peter Knobel, Michael Miller, 
retired lawyer and social worker who has specialized in elder care issues, and myself, a retired physician who has organized talks on 
physicians’ planning for retirement.

After short presentations by the three leaders, the program was turned over to the audience of mainly men, but a few women, for 
questions and comments.  Many were already retired and a few were considering it. Some felt that they enjoyed their work so much that 
they had no intention of retiring and others did not think that most retirement activities would be fulfilling. The discussion was lively and 
ranged from personal anecdotes to reviews of academic studies. No conclusions were reached other than there are many directions that 
men approaching and reaching retirement age can pursue. It was felt that planning is important and should be considered BEFORE the last 
day of working.

The audience was enthusiastic and I received many comments from both attendees and others who had heard positive feedback from 
those who attended. We are considering having additional programs for the men of the synagogue.

Help Make This Summer a “Tzedakah Summer”
Volunteer an hour and $18 will be donated to the Tzedakah Fund 
 
In honor of the Beth Emet Tzedakah Fund’s anniversary on June 1, an anonymous supporter has graciously offered to donate $18 
to the Beth Emet Tzedakah Fund in the name of each of the first 54 congregants (of any age) who volunteer at least one hour or 
more of service to any nonprofit organization this summer between June 1 and August 31—possibly raising at least $972 for the 
Tzedakah Fund.  

Between those dates, simply notify Tzedakah Committee Chair, Paul Fields, of your summer volunteer service and the name 
of the non-profit organization where you volunteer. Volunteers and the organization will be honored and recognized in various synagogue 
venues.  

If you are in need of ideas where you and your family members can volunteer this summer, please let Paul know. For a list of volunteer 
ideas, visit Beth Emet’s volunteer opportunities section on bethemet.org, or the City of Evanston website. 

Contact Paul Fields at pdfields2000@yahoo.com or telephone him at 847-864-7426.

קהילה

Become a Shabbat Sponsor! 
Share your simcha (celebration) with the congregation! Kabbalat Shabbat (Friday night) at Beth Emet is a significant time to build community, 
share in the joy of Shabbat, celebrate, and reflect. You can support key parts of Kabbalat Shabbat including the Shabbat Oneg held prior to our 
6:30 p.m. services. Become a Shabbat Sponsor and you become a partner in our continued ability to provide this weekly experience. 

Please consider sponsoring to celebrate or honor a special birthday, anniversary, engagement, or trip to Israel!

The cost of an Oneg sponsorship is $210 or sponsor flowers for the bima for $100. To become a Shabbat Sponsor, please contact  
Bekki Harris Kaplan at bkaplan@bethemet.org.
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B’nai Mitzvah

Alex Fogel 
Son of Tamar Karsh Fogel & 

Louis Fogel

August 29, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project:  
Volunteered at the Skokie 

Public Library; as a Counselor-
in-Training; and at Chess 
Wizards summer camp.

Jacob Lipman  
Son of Margaret & Joel Lipman

September 12, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at PAWS (Pets Are 
Worth Saving) animal shelter 

and the Beth Emet Soup 
Kitchen.

Zach Ramos  
Son of Heidi & Oscar Ramos

October 10, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered assisting elderly 

neighbor, Mort.

Seth Salkin-Weiss 
Son of Laura Weiss &  

Robert Salkin

September 5, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at PAWS (Pets Are 
Worth Saving) animal shelter.

Hannah Lipman 
Daughter of Margaret &  

Joel Lipman

September 12, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteer with Evanston’s AYSO 

VIP (Very Important Player) 
program and the Beth Emet 

Soup Kitchen. 

Annalise Rowe 
Daughter of Kim &  

Michael  Rowe

October 24, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Knitted baby hats for  

The Cradle.

Emma Kaplan 
Daughter of Elizabeth Feiertag 

& Seth Kaplan

August 29, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Made blankets for Comfort for 

Critters.

Josh Lipman 
Son of Margaret & Joel Lipman

September 12, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered for the Evanston 
Swims! Program and the Beth 

Emet Soup Kitchen.

Jacob Platnick 
Son of Bryna Kra &  

Brian Platnick

September 5, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at the Beth Emet 

Soup Kitchen and Chicago 
Food Depository.

Hannah Yulish 
Daughter of Amy & Josh Yulish

September 26, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Made and sold flower pens at 

the local farmers market to 
raise money for the Multiple 

Sclerosis Foundation. 

Isabella Allen 
Daughter of Tamara Kaldor

October 31, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Made overnight kits for fifty 

homeless children for  
Project Night-Night. 

Becoming a bar/bat mitzvah is a great honor in the Jewish community—one where Jewish teens take their first steps into Jewish 
adulthood. Part of being a Jewish adult means developing a personal value system. At Beth Emet we try to embody this core aspect of 
Jewish life by incorporating a gemilut chasidim (acts of loving kindness) project in the b’nai mitzvah process. A gemilut chasadim project is 
any action that makes our world a better place. It is an expression of interests, values, and is a demonstration of budding leadership skills. 
Learn more about our 2015-2016 b’ani mitzvah students below.

בני מצוה
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B’nai Mitzvah

Zachary Parks 
Son of Alysa & Randy Parks

November 7, 2015

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Grew out hair to be cut and 

made into a wig for kids with 
cancer and raised money 
for an organization called 

Project Pinball that donates 
pinball machines to children’s 

hospitals. 

Eloise Gilbert Bartell  
Daughter of Carey Bartell & 

Joshua Gilbert

February 6, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at Family Promise, 

a homeless shelter for the 
whole family.

Ronen Montgomery-Patt 
Son of Andy Montgomery & 

Shelli Patt

March 12, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at All 4 The Love 

of Cats.

Avi Shapira 
Son of Joel & Tamar Shapira

November 21, 2015 

Gemilut chasadim project: 
 Beth Emet Soup Kitchen.

Sofie Hletko 
Daughter of Elizabeth &  

Paul  Hletko

February 20, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Raised funds for the Be 

Loud Sophie Foundation, an 
organization which works to 

address the needs of teens and 
young adults living with cancer 

at the University of North 
Carolina Children’s Hospital.

Lea Bohbot 
Daughter of Marit &  

Jacques  Bohbot

April 16, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at and raised 

money for Beth Emet’s  
Soup Kitchen.

Benjamin Levens 
Son of Lisa & Nathan  Levens

November 14, 2015 

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Raised money to purchase an 
X-Box to donate to children in 

the hospital. 

Zevi Hartman-Seeskin 
Son of Sara &  

Jonathan Hartman-Seeskin

February 13, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at Keshet’s sports 

programs.

Sophia Posner 
Daughter of Dassia &  

Brian Posner

March 26, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at Curt’s Café and 
crafted ceramic donation box 

to support their mission.

Ilan Friedman 
Son of Susan Davis Friedman & 

Benson Friedman

January 30, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at PAWS Chicago.

Nathan Mann 
Son of Letitia & Jeff Mann

March 5, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Raised money for Our House, a 
project of Connections for the 

Homeless.

 

Gwen Tucker 
Daughter of Beth &  

Daniel  Tucker

April 30, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Donated books to the Lower 
Ninth Ward Street Library in 

New Orleans. 

Continued on page 23

בני מצוה
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Beth Emet Board 2016-17

Executive Officers 

Ross Bricker, President 
Ross Bricker and his wife, Nina Vinik, joined Beth Emet shortly after moving to Evanston in 1996. They are the proud parents of 
two sons who are out of the house and working (Teddy, a food truck owner and chef in Austin, Texas, and Nat, a television and 
commercial producer in Venice, California), two sons who are off in college (Henry, a senior economics/public policy major at 
the University of California-Berkeley, and Joe, a freshman orchestral percussionist at The Juilliard School in New York), and one 

daughter who is still at home (Lanie, a junior at Evanston Township High School).  Their family also includes two dogs, one cat, and 
one horse.  Ross is a senior partner at the Jenner & Block law firm, where he currently chairs the 100 plus lawyer Complex Commercial 

Litigation Practice Group. He also serves on the Board of Directors of Hubbard Street Dance Chicago and the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra, and on 
the Advisory Board of the CPR Institute for Dispute Resolution. Nina is Program Director for the Gun Violence Prevention Program at the Joyce Foundation, 
where she manages the Foundation’s grant making to support evidence-based policies and practices to reduce gun death and injury in the United States.  
Both Ross and Nina have served on Beth Emet’s Board of Trustees and on numerous synagogue task forces and committees.

Stopher Bartol, Vice President 
Stopher and his wife, Sheryl, have been members of Beth Emet for 16 years. They have three children: Julia (18), Ben (15), and 
Andrew (11), who’ve all participated in Beth Emet’s religious school. Stopher, not born a Jew, officially became one in February 2011 
after “practicing” for over 15 years. He is a graduate of Beloit College in Wisconsin, where today he sits on the Board of Trustees. He 
received his MBA from the University of Chicago, where he and Sheryl met. He spent 10 years with the management consulting firm 

McKinsey & Company until 1998, when he founded Legacy.com, an internet media company based in Evanston, for which he now 
serves as Executive Chairman.

Rebecca Raus, Vice President 
Rebecca and her husband, Gregg, have been members of Beth Emet for 28 years. Rebecca started attending Shabbat services while 

at Northwestern University and learned to chant Torah with then Cantor Jeffrey Klepper, so it was a natural Jewish home once she 
and Gregg settled in the area. Their three children Aaron (20), Hannah (17), and Andrea (17) attended the Beth Emet Early Childhood 
program and have continued to be active in Beit Sefer and the Madrich program. If you come to worship on a Saturday morning 

and bring your young children to the babysitting room, you will see Andrea every week! Rebecca has been involved in the Beth Emet 
community in a variety of ways. In the area of music, she is a longtime member of the choir, chants Torah, participated in multiple 

Purim Spiels, is a member of Kol Emet and has been known to substitute for our cantor on Friday night and Saturday morning. She is 
proud to have served as co-chair of the last two Cantorial Search committees, which brought us Cantor Arik Luck and Cantor Susan Friedman. She has also 
been involved in other areas of the community including Beth Emet dining out, Youth, Shiva leading, and several previous stints on the board and executive 
committee. She is thrilled to be serving as one of the Vice Presidents for the upcoming year. She is a regular volunteer baker at Curt’s Café in Evanston. She is 
an avid runner and ran her first half marathon last year. Professionally, along the theme of longevity, Rebecca has been working for IBM for 28 years in various 
sales and sales support positions.

Rob Levin, Treasurer 
Rob and his wife, Lisa, have been involved with Beth Emet for many years.  They have five children: Andrew (21), Maddie (20), Jason 

(20), Drew (18) and Max (15), all participating in either Beth Emet’s religious school and/or youth programs over the last 15 years.  
He is a CPA with an MBA from Indiana University’s Kelly Graduate School of Management.  He has 25 years of financial executive 
management experience and is currently the Chief Financial Officer for Incisent Labs Group, a private equity company that invests 

in high growth software startups.  He is also a founding member, past president and past treasurer of the Ted Fund, an Evanston 
based not-for-profit that enables public school children with limited financial resources to take part in quality, fee-based  

summer camps.

Louise Motel, Secretary 
Louise joined Beth Emet with her parents more than 50 years ago.  In 1977, Rabbi Polish officiated at her marriage to Bob, a real 
estate and estate planning attorney. Their daughter, Mel, is involved in education and prison reform activities in southern Vermont; 
and their son, Seth, is first-year law student at Harvard Law School.  Both Mel and Seth attended religious school and celebrated 
their b’nai mitzvah at Beth Emet.  Louise is an attorney with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and also mediates workplace 

disputes for other federal agencies.  She is a past member of the Lincolnwood School District #74 school board and a former 
adjunct professor of law at the Chicago-Kent School of Law.  As a member of the Board of Trustees for the past three years, Louise has 

particularly enjoyed her work on several task forces addressing membership engagement. She is delighted to be part of the Executive Board as we look to the 
future in our space, our congregation, and as a community.
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Elected to a First Term

Allison Aaron 
Allison and her husband, Todd, have been members of Beth Emet since 2006. Their children Jack (14) and Lily (12) are active in 
Beit Sefer and youth programs with Lily’s bat mitzvah fast approaching this October.  Allison was involved in the synagogue’s 
marketing committee and was honored to be part of the selection committee for Cantor Friedman.  Currently an executive 
vice president at Zeno Group public relations, Allison has spent the last 25 years in the industry managing a variety of blue-chip 

clients.  She is a graduate of Northwestern and enjoys tennis, reading, traveling, music, and spending time with her family.

Simon Anolick 
Simon has been a member of Beth Emet since moving to Evanston in 1993. In fact, this move was a return to Evanston after Simon 

attended Northwestern University as an undergraduate and would come to Beth Emet for services. Simon has served two three-
year terms on the Board. He has been active on numerous committees including Adult Education and Worship. Simon served as 
co-chair of the Cantorial Search Committee that found Cantor Arik Luck, served on the Cantorial Search Committee that found 
Cantor Susan Lewis Friedman, and is a co-chair of Beth Emet’s Ozerim Committee. He is also Beth Emet’s representative on the 

Board of Interfaith Action of Evanston. Outside of Beth Emet, Simon is a patent attorney with Motorola Mobility, is addicted to 
CrossFit, is an avid swimmer and runner, and enjoys reading, yard work and beekeeping.  Most importantly, he is the proud father of 

Judah (21), Sophie (19) and Harel (16).

Etahn Cohen 
Etahn Cohen and his wife, Amy Paller, have been members of the Beth Emet community for more than 30 years.  Their three 

sons, Joshua, Max, and Benjamin, participated in the Beth Emet Hebrew and religious schools and all had their b’nai mitzvah 
at Beth Emet.  Etahn moved to Chicago 35 years ago to study law at the University of Chicago.  Etahn is a transactional lawyer 
specializing in cyberlaw, technology and counseling small and medium-sized businesses.  He is a partner at Sugar Felsenthal 
Grais and Hammer LLP where he has practiced for more than 25 years.  Before practicing law, Etahn received an AB from Yale and 

a Ph.D. in Government from Harvard.  Etahn is Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Cohen Camps, which runs three summer 
camps for Jewish children in the Boston area and sends more than 100 campers to Israel each summer.  When not working, Etahn 

enjoys cooking, going to theater and films, and photography.

Danielle Crown  
Danielle Crown, a transplanted North-sider, grew up in Homewood. She graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with 

an English degree in Secondary Education. She teaches English in the International Baccalaureate Program at Lincoln Park High 
School, where she coordinates the Extended Essay Program. She is an Assistant Examiner for the International Baccalaureate 
Organization–which means each May she has about two and a half weeks to grade 200 essays from students all over the world. 
Each summer, she teaches a College Essay Writing Workshop to rising seniors from all of the different CPS IB Programs. Danielle 

and her husband, Jeremy Pfeifer, have been members at Beth Emet for almost 20 years. They have two children. Molly, in eighth 
grade, was bat mitzvahed last year and is active in Mitzvah Corps, Madrichim in Training, the Middle School Choir, and Chasamba. 

Jonah, in fifth grade, attends Beit Sefer and is active in Youth Choir and Garanim. Danielle sings in the Beth Emet Adult Choir and has co-chaired Family 
Game Night for the Mitzvah Appeal for the last two years.

Jennifer Drake 
Jennifer Drake was drawn to Beth Emet when first moving to Evanston in 2010, when she and her husband, Jeffrey, were looking 
for a preschool for their daughter Rachel.  Now almost 8, Rachel goes to Beit Sefer and will soon be joined by brother Eli, 5.  
Jennifer is a licensed professional and structural engineer specializing in bridge and elevated structure design in the area of 
transportation.  She is active in WTS, a group dedicated to advancement of women in the transportation field. In her spare time, 

Jen is an avid runner and reader, and loves the outdoors and the beach.

Beth Emet Board

Contribute to a Beth Emet Fund
Honor a loved one or remember those we have lost by making a donation to Beth Emet. A complete list of funds can be found on our 
website under “Giving.” Donate online, by mail, by stock transfer, in person, or by phone at 847-869-4230 ext. 300.
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Beth Emet Board

Elected to a First Term (cont.)

Michael Finnegan 
Michael and his wife, Nancy, have been members of BE since 1996. Their two children Lily (18) and Joey (16) both attended Beth 

Emet religious schools and various youth programs. As a family, they’ve been fortunate to meet many friends in the Beth Emet 
Community. After attending Berklee College of Music, Michael moved to Chicago to pursue an art career. Shortly thereafter, he 
began to exhibit his work in New York City. In order to support his art and contribute to his family, he worked as a carpenter for 

almost 20 years, running his own company for eight years. Due to his determination and the support of his wife, Nancy, he now 
works full-time as a nationally exhibited and collected artist. 

The last few years he has been very busy creating newly commissioned works for private and corporate collectors including BMO Harris Bank, Price 
Waterhouse Cooper, Grant Thornton, InSite Reality, Kalisher and Neiman Marcus. Michael has lived in many parts of the world; his mother is from Hawaii 
and his father is from Maine. It’s no wonder that he would settle down in Evanston with a wonderful Jewish woman from the Midwest. Having recently 
participated in the Evanston Community Foundation program, Leadership Evanston, Michael is looking forward to contributing to his community and 
Synagogue.

Elsa Gould 
Elsa Gould and her husband, Brad, have been members of Beth Emet for five years.  Elsa began her time at Beth Emet working 
closely with Rabbi London on her conversion, which she completed just before the birth of their son, Jonah, who is now almost 
four  years old.  Elsa has been active as a member of the adult choir, the interfaith planning committee, a regular performer in 
the Purim spiel, and participated in Bonim with Jonah.  She is a graduate of Northwestern University with a doctorate in Physical 

Therapy and has been in practice with a focus on adult orthopedics at Evanston Hospital for the past 10 years.

Bob Graham 
Bob Graham grew up in Oak Park, Illinois, and went to the University of Rochester, receiving a degree in Economics.  It was 

there that he met his wife, Ann. He received an MBA from the University of Chicago and a Masters in Information Systems from 
DePaul.  Ann and Bob moved from Flossmoor, where they raised their two children, to Wilmette in 1996.  Bob retired from Aon 
Corporation in 2007 and has had more time to enjoy woodworking, classical music, and opera performances.  He has spent 

many summers sailing and racing on Lake Michigan and has completed three marathons. Now his activities aren’t quite as 
physically ambitious but he does enjoy long, brisk walks. Classes, movie, and book groups, theater, and the enjoyment of time with 

children and grandchildren give him great pleasure.

Marc Hilton  
Marc Hilton and his wife, Judy Aronson, have been members of Beth Emet since 1981 when Rabbi Knobel officiated at their 

wedding.  They have each served on the Board of Trustees and as volunteers on a number of other Beth Emet committees.  
Marc was a member of the Beth Emet Foundation for nine years that included a stint as Foundation secretary.  Marc and Judy’s 
sons, Leon and Ezra, were educated at the synagogue’s religious school, celebrated their bar mitzvahs at Beth Emet, and were 

enthusiastic campers at OSRUI.  Last year, Rabbi London officiated at the wedding of Ezra to his bride, Orly Henry.  For the past 25 
years Marc was a vice president of Campbell & Company, a full-service fundraising and communications firm serving the nonprofit 

sector Earlier he worked as vice president of the Chicago Historical Society and taught history at IIT.  Marc is currently serving on one 
other board and teaches at Northwestern in their Nonprofit Management Certificate Program.  He is also now a proud member of the Beth Emet Soup 
Kitchen clean-up crew.

Ellen Frank-Miller 
Ellen has been a member of Beth Emet since she started raising her 16 year-old son, Danny, at Kahal. Danny “graduated” from Beth 

Emet’s early childhood program and went on to become a Kahal Bar Mitzvah kid. In 2009, Rabbi London and Cantor Frankel 
helped recruit her husband, Steve, into Beth Emet membership under the huppah.

Ellen earned her BA in economics at Emory University, her MSW at the University of Chicago, and, with Kahal’s support, 
completed her PhD in social welfare policy at the University of Chicago this past December. Now thoroughly over-educated, 

she is a Visiting Scholar at Loyola University Chicago’s School of Social Work and a Research Consultant at Washington University in 
St. Louis. When not being dragged around the neighborhood by her 65 lb. dog, Ellen can be found reading (surprise, surprise), cooking Ethiopian and Indian 
dishes, and hand-sewing a new tallit in honor of her graduation. She lives in Evanston in the “Sherman Avenue Shtetl,” a cluster of four Beth Emet families 
living no more than two houses apart!
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Elected to a First Term (cont.)

Roger Price  
Since his retirement as a litigator at a major national law firm, Roger Price has focused on writing for and coordinating the 
Judaism and Science website, www.judaismandscience.com, a forum on fact, fiction and faith. There he and others explore 
the inter-relationship of Judaism and a variety of physical, biological and social sciences. Over the years, Roger has also taught 
at Hevreh: An Adult Jewish Learning Community, the URJ Summer Learning Institute, Limmud and various congregations, 

including Beth Emet, where he occasionally presents divrei torah at Kahal. Roger is a graduate of the University of Michigan and 
the University of Chicago Law School.

Before joining Beth Emet 13  years ago, Roger served as the president of the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation in Evanston and, subsequently, as 
president of the International Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot. On the spectrum of denominations, he considers himself 
 just Jewish.

Though born and bred on the South Side of Chicago, Roger married a North Side girl, the remarkable storyteller and puppeteer Marilyn Price.  He is the 
proud father of two and the button popping Pappy of three.

Rachel Zeller 
Rachel and her husband, Scott, have been members of Beth Emet since 2009. Both James (9) and Susan (6) attended preschool 

at Beth Emet and are now both going through the Beit Sefer program. After meeting Scott at Maple Junior High in Northbrook, 
she pursued an undergraduate degree in Psychology at Boston University. Rachel then deferred graduate studies at the Adler 
School in Chicago to follow Scott to Ireland after being reconnected by friends. Luckily, school and family brought them home 
and they settled in Evanston in 2002. Rachel’s involvement with Beth Emet has grown with her children. Starting with room 

parent in Bonim, to driving to The ARK in G’dolim, to co-chairing the annual Early Childhood Fundraiser, to working on the search 
committee for Cantor Friedman. Rachel works from home in project management but is passionate about cooking and board games.

Beth Emet Board

Lila Appleton 
Daughter of Lynn &  
Jonathan Appleton

May 7, 2016

Andrew  Boex 
Son of John Boex & 

Gina Speckman

May 28, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered in the Beth Emet 

Soup Kitchen.

Abe Chait 
Son of Susan Chait &  

Leland Chait  

May 14, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at Orphans of the 

Storm, a no-kill shelter.

Abigail Diamond 
Daughter of Amy &   

David Diamond

June 4, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Raised awareness regarding 

the plight of elephants due to 
poaching and loss of habitat.

Jacob Ingwer  
Son of Kathy Livingston &  

Mark Ingwer

June 11, 2016

Gemilut chasadim project: 
Volunteered at The ARK food 

pantry. 

B’nai MitzvahContinued from page 19

Isabella Cook  
Daughter of Cindy Fisch

October 17, 2015
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Contributions 

Mitzvah Appeal Donors 
Susan and Lawrence Aaron *
Todd and Allison Aaron – in 

memory of Roslyn Ellerin
Barbara and David Abrams 
Gil and Harriet Adelstein 
Simon B. Anolick **
Anonymous * (2)
Anonymous  (3)
Anonymous (21)
Anonymous *
Anonymous ** (2)
Mark Antman and  

Wendy Yanow 
Neil and Evelyn Aronson 
Sarah Aronson and  

Michael Blayney 
Theodora Aronson 
Ellen Blum Barish &  

David Barish 
Sheryl and Stopher Bartol **
Nancy and Phil Bashook *
Marcia Baum 
Susan Baum 
Jane and Herb Beller 

Jeffrey Bergman and  
Sarah Frudden 

Rich and Gabrielle Berger 
Michael and Arlene Berke 
Jackie Berman 
Michael and Joan Berman 
Barbara Berngard 
Diane and Karl Berolzheimer *
Doris Blackwell 
Sophie K. Black **
Marc Blumenthal and  

Sharon Veis *
The Vinik-Bricker Family **
Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
Jeff Budweg 
Stephanie Burak 
Jim Burstein 
Linda Schneider and  

James Cahan **
Lee and Andria Canel 
Anthony and Nina Chaitin 
Eileen Chapman 
Sarah and Nisan Chavkin 
Julie and Josh Chernoff 
Suzanne and Patrick Coffey **

Amy Paller and Etahn Cohen **
Debra Comess 
Charles and Hillary Coustan *
Harvey and Arlene Coustan **
Liz Coustan 
Michael Coxhead and  

Emily Nidenberg 
Sandy and Bob Cutler **
Julie and David Cutter 
Reva and Mort Denlow **
Marci Dickman and  

Ralph Schwartz *
Sharon Doney 
Sharon Ephraim and  

David Kite **
Jeff Epstein **
Caryn Etkin and Kevin Davis 
Jessica T. Feldman 
Ellen and Matt Feldman *
Paul and Rebecca Fields 
Jerrold and Nancy Fink **
The Glick-Finnegan Family *
The Fisher Family 
Rhoda and Sharon Fleishman 
Louis and Tamar Fogel *

Julie and Jeff Forgash *
Sheri and Charles Fox 
Ellen Frank-Miller and  

Steve Miller 
Cantor Susan and Ross Friedman*
Robyn Gabel 
Becky and Steve Galler *
Don and Sharlene Garfield 
Elena Garfield  and  

Modesto Duarte 
Pam and Jim Gassel 
Mel and Patti Gerbie *
Dana Engel Gerstein 
Stanley Gerson 
Hugh and Doris Gilbert *
Laura and Keith Glantz *
The Goldfarb Family *
Alissa and Mike Goldwasser 
Ted and Jan Goldsmith 
David and Lizzie Graham **
Robert and Ann Graham *
Jacqueline Granat 
Judith Gravdal and  

Murray Gordon **
Tom and Dana Clancy *

The Mitzvah Appeal is Beth Emet’s 
annual fundraising campaign. This 
effort raises more than 12% of our 
annual operating budget and is 
critical to the financial viability of 
our congregation by supporting 
our operations that are not 
covered by the annual membership 
commitment and school fees.  
Not only does the Mitzvah Appeal 
provide financial support, but 
it is an important way in which we build 
community through the various events 
throughout the campaign.  

This year the Mitzvah Appeal surpassed 
our goal, and raised $270,000 from 251 
member households (36% of the Beth Emet 
community), with 96 pledging at the $613 
level or above.  

As part of this year’s campaign we hosted 
four events that included a Saturday  
evening of BBQ, Booze & Broadway 
featuring Cantor Susan Lewis Friedman and 
a tasting by FEW Spirits and Temperance 
Beer held at the home of Melinda and  
Adam Prawer-Stock; a lovely evening 
of mingling and celebrating our current 

and past presidents at the home of Diana 
Cohen and David Spitulnik; a brunch 
featuring our very own U.S. Representative 
Jan Schakowsky, State Representative 
Robyn Gabel, and State Senator Daniel 
Biss complete with lots of insights about 
the state budget crisis to the Presidential 
elections; and the campaign ended with a 
new favorite event, Eat, Sing, Play, complete 
with a sing-a-long,  games galore and a  
kid-friendly dinner.

We are grateful to the entire Beth Emet 
community for the support of this 
campaign and would like to recognize three 
special groups of congregants who have 
gone above and beyond to support this 
year’s Mitzvah Appeal:

• Every Board of Trustee participated 
with many Board members generously 
increasing their gifts from last year. Their 
support is critical to the success of the 
campaign. 

• Mitzvah Appeal Event Chairs and Host 
Families worked tirelessly to execute 
four spectacular events reaching a broad 
cross-section of our congregations.  We 
had more than 159 member households 
attend at least one event, with many 
attending more than one.

• Our students and faculty in Beit Sefer 
dedicated their tzedakah for two weeks 

to the Mitzvah Appeal. More than $200  
was collected, demonstrating their 
support of Beth Emet and the many 
programs Mitzvah Appeal helps to fund.

Life at Beth Emet would not be possible 
without the Mitzvah Appeal. It is a place 
where we deepen our spiritual lives and 
where we live our Jewish values.  It is a place 
where we develop relationships across all age 
groups, and it is our Jewish home.

The 2015 Mitzvah Appeal Chairs 
Simon Anolick, Lisa Levin,  
Jane and Greg Wintroub 

Thank You for Your Generosity  Record-breaking 2015 Mitzvah Appeal Campaign!

Chai Donors  ($1,800 and more)** Mitzvah Corps ($613 – 1,799)* Names in italics represent first time donors to the Mitzvah Appeal
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Edward and Irina Greenwald 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger **
Salina Greene 
Eston and Sandra Gross 
Jack Gross and Marge Goldman 
Dan and Natalie Gruber 
Paul and Barbara Hansfield *
Sam and Mickey Harris 
David and Tina Herpe **
Judith Aronson and  

Marc Hilton 
Carol and Roger Hirsch *
Rebecca and Douglas Hoffman **
Michael and Beverly Huckman *
Kelly Austin and Scott Hurwitz **
Paul and Rebecca Fields 
Mark Ingwer and Terri Greenberg
Mark and Madelyn Iris *
Mike and Karen Isaacson **
Kathy and Daniel Kaberon **
Sharon B. Glazer and  

Howard E. Kane *
Dan and Suzanne Kanter **
Bekki and Dan Kaplan **
Peter and Jessica Kaplan 
Bill Kaplan 
Isac and Rosemary Kapulski 
Irene and Julie Katz 
Nettie Katzenberg 
Paula and Jerry Kaye **
Harvey and Karin Kelber 
Diana Kindzred 
Brian and Aimee King 
Rabbi Peter and Elaine Knobel *
Valerie and Keith Kretchmer 
The Kuhn Family 
Florence Lavan 
Corinne C. Lee and  

Sheldon F. Cohen 
Dan Lefkovitz and Alison Segal 
Steven and Elaine Lev **
Hyma Levin 
Jack and Barb Levie *
Levine Family 
John and Gloria Levin 
Peggy and Larry Levine 
Courtney Shapiro, Mike and 

Maddyn Levin 
Muriel Levinson 
Rob and Lisa Levin *
Barbara and Barry Levy **
Vance and Elizabeth Liebman 
Fay Lipschultz *
Nancy Liskar and Bruce Styler 
Rabbi Andrea and  

Daniel London **
Richard and Donna Loundy **
Jessie and Douglas Macdonald *
Susan Zukrow and Jeff Mackevich *
Toby Manewith 
Larry Manheim and  

Debra Aron Manheim **
Jeffrey and Letitia Mann **
Iris Marreck and Ira Tangy 
Sydney Blattner and Mark Maslov 
John and Marlene McLeod 
Susan Melczer *
Gary and Terri Michaels 

Joel and Greta Michael 
Mark Rosenberg and  

Rachel Mikva *
Kerry Miller and Nina Kavin *
Michael Miller and  

Sandra Eiger Miller
Solomon Miller 
Michael and Phyllis Mitzen *
Neal Moglin and Mark Tendam **
Andy Montgomery and  

Shelli Patt 
Sheldon Mostovoy and  

Nola Penn *
Robert Motel and  

Louise Gross Motel *
Steven and Adrienne Naumann *
Henry and Emily Neuberger 
Andy and Tony Nocchiero 
Doug and Simone Oettinger **
Nancy Ottenfeld 
George and Judith Pfeifer 
Danielle Crown and  

Jeremy Pfeifer 
Patricia Sklar and Sam Polsky 
Adam and Melinda Prawer-Stock **
Glenn Ramsey and  

Roz Ramsey-Goldman 
Edward and Jill Randell 
Mat Rappaport and Shana Stein 
Andy and Terry Ratoff *
Rebecca and Gregg Raus **
Lynne Kaminer and Daniel Ray **
Shari and Stephen Reiches **
Robert and Deborah Render *
Myron and Alicia Resnick 
David Rice *
Phyllis Richmond and  

Chris Scotese 
Adina Romain 
Bob and Heddie Romanoff 
George and Dorothy Rosenbaum *
Helene H. Rosenberg 
Mark Rosenbaum and  

Mary-Ann Wilson 
Maryl Rosen and Lisa Simone 
Jamie Rosman and Tim Gutowski 
David Rubman and  

Gail Grossman **
Judy and David Rubovits *
Sachs Family 
Arnold and Lois Samuels 
Gert Schachtman 
Jan Schakowsky 
Barbara and Mark Schoenfield 
Leslie and Seymour Schwartz 
Wendy Schwartz 
Sheryl and Mark Seef 
Edie and Alice Segal 
Tamar and Zach Selch 
Barbara Shapiro 
Myra Shneider 
Leonard Shraiberg *
Leslie and Stuart Shulruff **
The Siegel-Acevedo Family 
Dina Elenbogen and Steve Siegel 
Donz”l and Ruth Singer *
James and Starla Sipkins 
Burton Snider 

Sharon and Nelson Soltman 
Rodger Sonneborn and  

Yvette Gideon *
The Sotnick Family 
Helene and Donald Spak *
Gina Speckman and John Boex 
Diana Cohen and  

David Spitulnik **
Richard Steck and Arlene Burd 
Richard and Arlene Steele **
Peter Steinhouse and  

Abbey Prujan 
Bluma Stoller 
Jerri Zbiral and Alan Teller 
Dan and Audrey Tepperman 
Lyn Weil 
Richard and Karen Weiland 
Alex Weiner and Dori Rubin 
Lee and Gita Weintraub *
Barbara and Paul Wertico 
Carol and Brad White 
Paula Jacobi and Todd Wiener*
Georgene Wilson 
Greg and Jane Wintroub **
Leon Wool 
Susan Fisher and  

Jonathan Yenkin **
Robert and Julie Zaideman *
David Zarefsky **
Scott and Rachel Zeller 
Curt and Andrea Zuckert 

Donations received 
 January 12, 2016-April 30, 
2016. Any donations received 
after April 30, 2016 will appear 
in the next Bulletin.

Rabbi London’s  
Discretionary Fund 
In appreciation of Rabbi London
Benjamin and Donna Wolf 
Lois H. Mark
In honor of Sophie Black’s special 

birthday 
Edward and Jill Randell 
In honor of Sophia becoming a 

bat mitzvah 
Brian and Dassia Posner 
In memory of Berta Zolotarev
Peter Zolotarev 
In memory of Sandra Gold 
Charles Gold 

Cantor Friedman’s 
Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Sandy Gold 
Phyllis and Michael Mitzen 
In honor of Sophia becoming a 

bat mitzvah 
Brian and Dassia Posner 
In memory of Mildred Block 
Lee and Gita Weintraub 
In memory of Sandra Gold 
Charles Gold  

 
 
 

Executive Director’s 
Discretionary Fund 
In appreciation of Ann Graham 

and Cindy Seide 
Robert and Deborah Render 

Rabbi Knobel  
Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of Rabbi Knobel
Lisa and Howard Sachs 
In memory of Sandy Gold 
Phyllis and Michael Mitzen 
In memory of Mildred Block 
Lee and Gita Weintraub 
In memory of Sandy Gold 
Charles Gold 

The Beth Emet Foundation
is a separate financial entity whose 
purpose is to serve as a carefully 
managed repository for specified 
donations intended
to provide long term support 
to the Synagogue. For more 
information, please contact the 
Foundation President, Jeff Mann
at foundation@bethemet.org.

Assuring Our Future Fund 
(to offset general synagogue 

expenses)  
In honor of the birth of  

Noa Hanah Greenberger 
Jerrold and Nancy Fink 
In memory of  

Deborah Graham 
Steven and Elaine Lev 
In memory of Rosalyn Ellerin
Steven and Elaine Lev 

JELLO Fund 
(Jewish Education: Lifelong 

Learning Opportunities 
[JELLO)] Fund – provides 
critical funding to develop and 
support new models for successfully 
engaging participants in 
meaningful study at any or all of 
life’s stages.)

In honor of the birth of  
Landen Jacob Spitz

Jerrold and Nancy Fink 
In honor of this year’s 

Consecration Class and Teachers 
Jerrold and Nancy Fink 

Spiritual Music Fund
(to support teaching, 

incorporation and use of 
music in education programs 
and our Shabbat and festival 
observances)

In celebration of Terrie Stickler’s 
birthday 

Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
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Yalowitz Memorial Fund 
(To support the acquisition, 

maintenance or improvement of 
equipment, programs or physical 
plant at Beth Emet, and to allow 
the Congregation to engage in 
significant activities, including 
providing assistance to Synagogue 
members in need, which would 
not otherwise be possible because 
of budgetary restrictions)

In honor of Sophie Black’s 
Birthday 

Anonymous
In memory of Henry and  

Audry Yalowitz 
Anonymous

Adult Education Fund
(to support the Adult Education 

program)
In appreciation of Marci 

Dickman 
James Cahan & Linda Schneider 
In honor of Sophie Black’s 90th 

birthday 
Karin and Harvey Kelber 
In appreciation of Continuing 

Adult Education 
Paul and Rebecca Fields
In honor of Ada Golbus’ 100th 

birthday 
Mareon Arnold
Nancy Ottenfeld
Martin and Laurie Merel 
In honor of Barbara Render’s 

 bat mitzvah 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger
In honor of Diana Kindzred’s 

birthday 
Paul and Rebecca Fields 
Helene Rosenberg 
In honor of Esther Fox and  

Ada Golbus 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 
In honor of Rabbi Peter and 

Elaine Knobel’s wedding 
anniversary 

Robert and Joan Fragen 
In honor of Sophie Black 
Ursula Green 
In memory of David Kornfeld 
Sandra and Robert Cutler
Paul and Rebecca Fields 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 
Janet Iltis 

ARZA 
In memory of Earle S. Iverson 
Hana Iverson 

Beth Emet Soup Kitchen 
Fund
(to provide funds for feeding 

the hungry at Beth Emet on 
Wednesday evenings) 

Suzanne Nadel 
Donald and Helene Spak 

In honor of Zev Lifshen
Eli Lifshen and Mila Cohen 
In honor of Bethy Avichai’s 4th 

birthday 
Oliver Schwartz-Newton 
In memory of David Kornfeld 
Nancy Liebman and  

David Futransky 
In memory of Helen White 
Becky and Steve Galler 
In memory of Margery Wolf 
Laura and Barry Miller 
In appreciation of Dan Doyle in 

gratitude for help in job search 
Wendi Kromash 
In appreciation of  

David Graham’s service to  
Beth Emet as president 

Paul and Rebecca Fields 
In appreciation of Linda Haase 

gratitude for help with job 
search 

Wendi Kromash 
In appreciation of Soup Kitchen 
Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
In honor of Ada’s 100th Birthday 
Joseph and Sylvia Stone 
In honor of Lea Bohbot’s bat 

mitzvah 
Maureen Sechan 
Jacques and Marit Bohbot
In honor of Sophia becoming a 

bat mitzvah 
Brian and Dassia Posner 
In honor of Sophie Black’s 90th 

birthday 
Robert and Joan Fragen 
In honor of the Soup Kitchen 
North Shore Congregation Israel 
In memory of Helen White
David and Elizabeth Graham 
In memory of David Kornfeld 
Donald and Sharlene Garfield 
Daniel and Nancy Engel 
In memory of Frances Finch 
Daniel and Nancy Engel 
In memory of Grant Selch 
David and Elizabeth Graham
In memory of  

Henry Berolzheimer 
David and Elizabeth Graham 
Joseph and Sylvia Stone 
In memory of Hunt Unger 
Floyd and Frances Babbitt 
In memory of  

Lee “Babe” Greenspan 
Wendi Kromash 
In memory of Sidney Spielvogel 
Lenore Novar 
In memory of Sylvia Rubin 
Wendi Kromash  

Chevra Kadisha  
In memory of Nikki Zarefsky 
Emily Nidenberg and   

Michael Coxhead 

Early Childhood  
Equipment Fund  
(to help provide new equipment for 

the Beth Emet Nursery School)
In honor of Caleb and  

Michael Gurolnick’s birthdays 
Naomi Leopold 
In honor of David Zarefsky’s new 

grandson Evan Reed 
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In honor of Paul and 

Rosalie Greenberger’s new 
granddaughter Noa Hanah 

Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In honor of the birth of  

Max David Prawer-Stock
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In memory of Donald Singer 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 

Early Childhood  
Scholarship Fund 
(to assist families with tuition for 

the Early Childhood program)
Adam Parker and Tamar Rubin 
In honor of Caleb and  

Michael Gurolnick’s birthdays 
Oliver Schwartz-Newton 
Chaya and Silvio 
In memory of Sandra Gold
Harriet and Gil Adelstein 

Happy Day Fund
(to support Beth Emet The Free 

Synagogue)
Anonymous
Daniel and Kathy Kaberon 
Richard and Judith Rhodes 
In honor of Barbara Render’s bat 

mitzvah 
Daniel and Kathy Kaberon 
Jack and Barbara Levie 
In honor of the birth of  

Evan Reed Zarefsky 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 
In honor of Mark and  

Emily Zarefsky’s new baby 
Daniel and Kathy Kaberon 
In honor of the birth of  

Noa Hannah Greenberger 
Daniel and Kathy Kaberon 
In honor of the birth of  

Max David Prawer-Stock 
Anonymous

Kahal Fund
(to support the Saturday morning 

Kahal worship community) 
In memory of June Rosenberg 

and in honor of Sophie Black 
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox 
In memory of Helen White 
Douglas Masters and Jane Pence 
In appreciation of and to defray 

the cost of potluck lunches 
David Zarefsky 

In honor of Ada Golbus’ special 
birthday 

Paul and Rebecca Fields 
Janet Iltis 
In honor of Barbara Render 

becoming a bat mitzvah 
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox 
Janet Iltis 
Peter and Leslie Horwitz 
In honor of Diana Kindzred’s 

special birthday 
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox 
Diana Kindzred 
In honor of  

Roni Montgomery Patt’s 
   bar mitzvah 
Nancy Liskar and Bruce Styler 
In honor of Sophie Black’s 90th 

birthday 
Janet Iltis 
Robert and Deborah Render 
In memory of  

Henry Berolzheimer 
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox 

Library Fund 2015/2016 
(to purchase books for the library in 

memory of Bruce Gordon)
In memory of Sandra Gold 
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In memory of Sidney Spielvogel 
Lenore Novar 

Music Fund
(to assist Beth Emet’s music 

program)
In honor of Ada Golbus’ special 

birthday 
Sharon and Ralph Tarter 
In memory of Donald Singer 
Richard and Judith Rhodes 

Ozerim Fund
(to provide support for those in the 

congregation in need of healing)
In honor of Elaine Mono  

Jeffrey Mono and  
Steven Greenberg 

In memory of David Kornfeld
Mayta and Ronald Spitz 
Arlene and Michael Berke

Special Donations
(to support the work and projects of 

Beth Emet)
Sheffee Lulkin 
In memory of Helen White 
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In memory of  

Henry Berolzheimer 
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 

Terumah Donors
Terumah is a gift from the heart.  
Torah teaches us in Exodus 25:1-2, 
8 that “God spoke to Moses, saying: 
Tell the People of Israel to bring 
Me gifts (terumah) and you shall 
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accept gifts for Me from every person 
whose heart so moves him... And let 
them make Me a sanctuary that I 
may dwell among them.”

The list of donors below gave 
above their annual membership 
commitment in 2015-16 to support 
Beth Emet’s diverse programming 
and services throughout the year.  
Each of us benefits from each 
other’s generosity to help sustain 
our congregation, and we thank 
the following individuals who 
supported our Terumah program 
this year.  

Gilbert and Harriet Adelstein
Simon Anolick
Mark Antman and Wendy Yanow
Eileen Chapman
In memory of Sidney Black
Sophie Black
In memory of Ned Century
Christina Century
In memory of Helen and  

Allen Kaplan
Sharon Doney
In honor of Custodial Staff
Paul and Rebecca Fields
Jerrold and Nancy Fink
Rhoda and Sharon Fleishman
Ben and Anna Fogel
Keith and Laura Glantz
Melvin and Edith Goodman
Judith Gravdal and 

 Murray Gordon
Dana Green Clancy and 

Thomas Clancy
In memory of  

Lawrence K. Horberg, Paulette 
and Edwin Weinfield

Debra Horberg
In honor of Klei Kodesh
Janet Iltis
Aaron and Charlotte Jaffe
William Kaplan
Barbara Kaufman
Corinne Lee and Sheldon Cohen
Jeffrey and Letitia Mann
Douglas Masters and Jane Pence
Gary and Terri Michaels
Michael and Phyllis Mitzen
In memory of  

Imo Toribio, Murillo and  
Jacob Noble Byer

Gerald and Marylouise Noble
Douglas and Simone Oettinger
David and Jodi Portnoy
Robert and Deborah Render
In memory of Victor Rosenblum
Louise Rosenblum
Mark & Barbara Schoenfield
In memory of Mitzi Stein
Wendy Selene
In honor of Debbie and  

Bob Render’s work with Kahal
Barbara Shapiro
Daniel & Rebecca Silton

Ruth Singer
Louis and Eleanor Skydell
In memory of Brad Coustan
Jonathan Yenkin and Susan Fisher
David Zarefsky

Torah Comm/Prayer Book 
Rabbi Knobel’s Talmud Class and 

its students. 
Barbara-Ann and Roy Lewis 

Tzedakah Fund
(to provide grant money to support 

causes, organizations and projects 
promoting justice, equality and 
social well-being)

Adina Romain 
In Memory Of  

Henry Berolzheimor 
Michael Finnegan and  

Nancy Glick 
Adina Romain 
In honor of Sophie Black’s 

birthday 
Carla Century 

Yad Fund
( for the repair and replacement of 

our Torah scrolls)
In memory of Donald Singer 
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In memory of Emil Lulkin 
Sheffee Lulkin
In memory of Helen White
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 
In memory of  

Henry Berolzheimer
Melvin and Patricia Gerbie 

Yahzeit Fund
(in memory of a loved one)
Thomas Lynch 
In memory of Dr. Donald Singer
Mary and Sam Goldman 
In memory of  

Henry Berolzheimer 
Jessica Feldman 
In memory of Mori Weinstein 
Matthew Strauss 
In memory of Helen White 
Michael Finnegan and  

Nancy Glick 
In memory of  

Mrs. Rosalyn Ellerin 
Letitia and Jeffrey Mann 
In memory of David Kornfeld 
Richard and Judith Rhodes 
In memory of  

Deborah Greenberger 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 
In memory of Donald Singer 
Nancy Jo Goldsmith 
In memory of Helen White 
Susan Aaron 
In memory of Sandra Gold 
Susan Aaron 
Peter Friedman 
Sandra and Eston Gross 

David and Justine Mintzer 
Fred and Susan Mardell 
Seymour and Susan Frolichstein
Gordon & Paula Frank 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 
In Memory of  

Jerome Warm’s Yahrzeit 
Helen Rysemus 
In memory of Harriet Pollack
Glenn and Lila Pollack 
In memory of Albert Einhorn 
Judith Haddon 
In memory of  

Anni Lewinsky Unger 
Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
In memory of Arnie Spector 
Barry Spector 
In memory of Barbara Skyler 
Robert and Sandra Cutler 
In memory of beloved mother 

Verna Roberson 
Glenn and Lila Pollack 
In memory of Belvin Blachman 
Michael and Beverly Huckman 
In memory of Benn Steck 
Richard Steck and Arlene Burd 
In memory of Bernard Michaels 
Gary and Terri Michaels 
In memory of Bernard Spiegel 
Frances Spiegel 
In memory of Beverly Hansfield 
Paul and Barbara Hansfield 
In memory of Birdie Chapman 
Eileen Chapman
In memory of Carol Lulkin 
Sheffee Lulkin
In memory of Cecil Cooper 
Ellen Polisky 
In memory of Dorthy Vihon 
Carol Vihon Hirsch and  

Roger Hirsch 
In memory of  

Dr. Theodore Siegel 
Allen and Renee Siegel 
In memory of Elsie Spiegel 
Frances Spiegel 
In memory of Emil Moss 
Marilyn Hendershot 
In memory of Evelyn Newman 
David Newman and  

Heidi Goldfein 
In memory of Fridl Marchand 
Mareon Arnold
In memory of Gerald Kaminer 
Daniel Ray and Lynne Kaminer 
In memory of Gertrude Brodsky 
Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
In memory of  

Gertrude Ottenstein 
Martin and Laurie Merel 
In memory of Harry Eager 
James Eager 
In memory of Harry Vihon 
Carol Vihon Hirsch and  

Roger Hirsch 
In memory of  

Howard Ungerleider 
Barbara and Paul Wertico 

In memory of Hunt H. Unger 
Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
In memory of Janet Simon 
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger 
In memory of Jean T. May 
Jessica Feldman 
In memory of Joe Shulruff 
Stuart Shulruff and  

Leslie Levin-Shulruff 
In memory of Julius Volk 
Clifford and Barbara Ganan 
In memory of June Rosenberg
Richard and Judith Rhodes 
In memory of Lawrence J. Muller 
William and Joan Muller
In memory of Lee Harris and 

Marguerite Farkas 
Regina Harris 
In memory of Lillian Coustan 
Harvey and Arlene Coustan 
In memory of Lina Weil 
Rolf and Leni Weil 
In memory of Louis Kaufman 
Richard and Marian Kaufman 
In memory of  

Louis-Liuba Tenofsky 
Jessica Feldman 
In memory of Maurice Chapman 
Corinne Lee and Sheldon Cohen 
In memory of Melvin Katz 
Andrea Katz
In memory of  

Mildred Blumenfeld 
Mark and Susan Blumenfeld
In memory of Miriam Fields 
Carl Levine 
In memory of Miriam Mae Gross 
Eston and Sandra Gross 
In memory of Mollie Huckman 
Michael and Beverly Huckman 
In memory of Motita Rebergher 
Aharon and Dana Solomon 
In memory of Norman Korff 
Herb and Jane Beller
In memory of Rose Fabry 
Dorothy Zuckert 
In memory of Roy Ramsey 
Glenn Ramsey and  

Rosalind Ramsey-Goldman 
In memory of Ruth Unterman 
Terry Unterman and  

Roberta Glick 
In memory of Sadie Merel Glick 
Martin and Laurie Merel 
In memory of Samuel Becker 
Debra Gordon 
In memory of Sandra Gold 
Jerrold and Linda Vespar 
Marvin and Beth Najberg 
In memory of Sarah Blumenfeld 
Mark and Susan Blumenfeld 
In memory of Sol and  

Ruth Weiner 
Judith Pierotti 
In memory of Sol Zuckert 
Curt and Andrea Zuckert 
Dorothy Zuckert 

צדקה



28

value the highest quality youth programs and youth professionals. I 
see what a difference it is making in the lives of our children.

Our Beit Sefer program (pre-K through sixth grade) continues to be 
strong and our enrollment continues to increase. In particular, we 
are enrolling more and more new students into our fourth through 
sixth grade classes. It is a challenge to get these students up to 
speed in their learning, but these new families are enthusiastic and 
the students are integrating nicely into our community. The Beit 
Sefer program is expanding its experiential learning opportunities. 
In addition to the highly successful sixth grade Tzedekah Fair and 
Jewish Lens Project in which students choose and study a Jewish 
value, which they illustrate through photography, Director of 
Lifelong Learning Marci Dickman, continues to find other ways 
to increase hands-on learning activities. Some examples this year 
include: the third graders volunteering at The ARK and the fifth 
graders having their own Purim celebration, spiel and all. 

The Shabbat services for families who have members with special 
needs is now in its second year. These worship experiences are 
comfortable and welcoming for all and include art projects, singing, 
and puppetry by Joann Dardick. 

Adult Education continues to thrive. I regularly hear from people 
both within the Beth Emet community and outside of our 
community at how impressed they are with the depth and breadth 
of educational offerings for adults. This past fall, Wendy Yanow and 
David Futransky facilitated a highly participatory and well-attended 
class on race, and David Zarefsky’s politics class has been very 
popular (and given the current state of affairs will continue to be 
so!). On the weekend of April 1, Dr. Wendy Zierler, a friend of mine 

from Hebrew University, and professor of Feminist Studies and 
Modern Jewish Literature at HUC-JIR (Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion) will be our scholar-in-residence.  
Dr. Zierler is an exceptional teacher and a keen thinker. You won’t 
want to miss learning with her.

On the technical side of operations, Executive Director  
Bekki Harris Kaplan has been working with the staff to get them 
up to speed on our new customer relations online management 
program, Salesforce. We began using Salesforce as our database last 
summer and the staff is working hard to learn how to exploit all of 
its capabilities. Bekki’s latest project is getting the Soup Kitchen data 
onto Salesforce in order to better coordinate its volunteer base. 

In a day and age when we are all bombarded with massive amounts 
of communications, we continue to be challenged to find ways 
to communicate effectively with the congregation. Currently, our 
Communications Manager Susan Baum, is hard at work redesigning 
a more user friendly EmetMail. 

In fundraising news, the Mitzvah Appeal—our annual fundraising  
drive—has exceeded its goal by more than $10,000 thanks to the 
leadership of Greg and Jane Wintroub, Simon Anolick, and Lisa 
Levin. We are also pleased to announce that Beth Emet has been 
accepted into the JUF Create a Jewish Legacy program; several 
leaders in our congregation will be trained in how to increase 
bequests given to Beth Emet. 

In membership news, we were delighted to welcome 22 member 
units from Temple Menorah in Rogers Park. Their congregation had 
dwindled in numbers and they chose to join Beth Emet together. 

From the Rabbi

In memory of Sophie Roth 
Alan Roth and  

Sara Kooperman-Roth
In memory of Sylvia Berkowitz 
Jerome and Bernadine Berk
In memory of Sylvia K. Cohen 
Harriet Stone 
In memory of Sylvia R. Martin 
David Zarefsky
In memory of Thelma Eager 
James Eager
In memory of Tillie Schoenberg 
Carole Kern 
In memory of Usher Polsky 
Samuel Polsky and Patricia Sklar 
In memory of Dr. Seilig Kousnetz 
Richard and Marian Kaufman 
In memory of Leonard Fink 
Jerrold and Nancy Fink 
In memory of Paul F. Kaufman 
Lawrence Kaufman 

Shabbat Oneg Sponsors

Sandi Lerner, in honor of  
Elizabeth Lerner’s birthday and 
retirement

Hugh and Doris Gilbert, in honor 
of granddaughter, Eloise Gilbert 
Bartell’s bat mitzvah

Mann Family, in honor of Nathan’s 
bar mitzvah

Marit and Jacques Bohbot, in honor 
of Lea’s bat mitzvah

Bima Flower Sponsors

Sandi Lerner, in honor of Irene and  
Jerry Lerner’s 64th Anniversary    

Lee Davis, in honor of 
 Ilan Friedman’s bar mitzvah

Jeffrey and Angela Bartell, in honor 
of Eloise Gilbert Bartell’s  
bat mitzvah

Mann Family, in honor of Nathan’s 
bar mitzvah

Shelli Patt and Andy Montgomery, in 
honor of Roni’s bar mitzvah    

Robert and Deborah Render, in honor 
of Barbara Render’s bat mitzvah

Mercedes Bohbot, in honor of Lea’s 
bat mitzvah

Tucker family, in honor of  Gwen’s 
bat mitzvah

Contributions

 Rabbi Andrea London

Continued on page 29

Continued from page 2



29

                                                           From the Rabbi

Please make sure to offer them a hearty welcome and to show 
them our Beth Emet hospitality.  

In staffing news, this year we said goodbye to our two part-time 
receptionists, Cindy Seide and Ann Graham. Cindy has been with 
Beth Emet for nine years and has brought many strengths to the 
position. Ann worked for Beth Emet for 19 years. Ann is an  
 exceptionally thoughtful and caring person who knew so much 
about everyone in our community. People loved calling Beth Emet 
and having the opportunity to talk to Ann who would always ask 
about what was going on in their lives. I want to thank Ann and 
Cindy for their many years of dedicated and loving service to our  
congregation. We miss them in our front office, but are glad that 
Ann is still at Beth Emet as a beloved member.

We are pleased to have Beth Welter on board as our new 
administrative assistant.

We are delighted with the talent and enthusiasm of our new Cantor, 
Susan Lewis Friedman. She wowed us all at the High Holidays, 
and she continues to uplift us with the exceptional quality of her 
voice and her ability to move us spiritually. She’s also increased 
the number of people singing in our adult and youth choirs, and 
has them participating in worship services on a regular basis which 
has enhanced our Friday night services. Additionally, she has 
been recruiting members of the congregation to regularly sing a 
duet with her after the Amidah on Friday nights. Each week I look 
forward to this special moment during worship. Cantor Friedman 
has also shown us the breadth of her singing abilities; we were all 
impressed by and thoroughly enjoyed the Kol Emet concert she 
gave a few weeks ago. 

Finally, I’d like to share some of the ways in which Beth Emet 
continues to be a leader in the broader community. This is now 
the third year we are hosting One Jewish Evanston, which brings 
together Jews from all streams of Judaism for prayer, study, and 
socializing. This Friday night will be our first One Jewish Evanston 
Kabbalat Shabbat event. We are looking forward to praying, eating, 
and studying together as a whole community. We will also once 
again host a joint Tikkun Leil Shavuot—a night of study on Erev 
Shavuot in June. Evanston continues to model how a diverse 
Jewish community can come together for prayer and learning and 
to enjoy each other’s company.

Additionally, Beth Emet continues to take leadership on issues 
of race and equity in our community. In January we hosted a 
highly successful and well-attended event in which leaders in our 
community talked about what they are doing to lessen the 

achievement gap in our schools, to make the library more 
accessible to everyone, and to create greater awareness and 
sensitivity to issues of discrimination and violence in our 
community. And next month, Beth Emet will be hosting JCUA’s 

annual justice seder; the theme this year is combating anti-Muslim 
discrimination. There’s an all-star cast lined up to speak and lead 
the seder. I hope you’ll attend. 

I would like to extend my thanks to the Klei Kodesh—the amazing 
people I am blessed to work with every day. Marci continues 
to make Jewish learning accessible to everyone whatever their 
learning styles, their special needs, their challenging schedules or 
their age. Marci’s enthusiasm for Jewish learning is infectious, and 
she is always thinking creatively about how to improve and expand 
learning opportunities for all. Kathy works hard to expand the reach 
of our Early Childhood program while also reaching out to young 
families in our community whose children are not enrolled in our 
EC program. She continues to receive grants and reach out beyond 
the walls of Beth Emet to serve the needs of young families and 
bring them into our orbit. Bekki continues to run all our operations 
smoothly and works tirelessly to strengthen the bonds among Beth 
Emet members. She continues to amaze us with the breadth of 
her skills; she’s begun leading Friday night services periodically in 
addition to all of her other talents. Abby continues to strengthen 
our youth program with her enthusiasm and tremendous range 
of talents. She’s also a real team player and has jumped in to lead 
worship services both on Friday nights and Saturday mornings. 
If you haven’t heard her sing, you’re missing something! I’m so 
appreciative of my new clergy partner who is so talented musically 
and so eager to engage people in music. It amazes me the number 
of new people she has recruited to sing. When Cantor Friedman 
asks you to do something, it’s impossible to say no! Our choirs have 
never sounded better. We also love how she ends every sentence 
on a high note, literally!

I also want to express my thanks to the lay leadership for its tireless 
devotion to the Beth Emet community. Neal Moglin, Susan Zukrow, 
Simon Anolick, and Murray Gordon are all completing their tenure 
as officers of the congregation. I want to thank them for their hard 
work, dedication, wisdom, and the myriad talents they brought to 
their leadership positions. I want to single out our David Graham 
who is completing his third term as president. I know that Lizzie is 
happy to have him back, but I’m sorry to see his tenure end. I take 
solace knowing that the past president still sits on the officer corps; 
I’m glad we’ll still benefit from his wisdom! As we’ve heard, David 
accomplished a huge task in his presidency—getting the board to 
approve a capital campaign. 

I’m so pleased that last fall we erected a new, beautiful sign outside 
of Beth Emet and redid our landscaping. We owe our thanks to Lee 
Weintraub, David Kite, and Sharon Ephraim who made this happen. 
Every time I drive by Beth Emet, the new sign makes me smile. 
Many people, both in the Beth Emet community and outside of our 
congregation, have complimented me on it as well. I look forward 
to the spring when all the new landscaping is in bloom. This is a 
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great start to the renovations we need to do inside our building. 

Getting the capital campaign approved took countless hours of 
conversation and study to make sure that we were approaching our 
congregation’s needs in the best way, but David took on this task 
with his usual aplomb. Serving with him has been a pleasure and an 
honor. Our community has been enriched by his caring, his keen 
mind, and his love for Judaism. He has deservedly earned respect 
and admiration from all quarters of our community. 

Ross, I want to welcome you officially to the presidency. I say 
officially because since he’s been nominated he’s already been 
hard at work getting the new officers geared up to lead. He’s hitting 
the ground running, and we are already the beneficiary of his 
leadership, his warmth, and his sense of fun. Stay tuned! 

I began my remarks with the title of last week’s Shabbat—Zachor—  
Remember. We read these words on Shabbat:  

Deuteronomy 25:17-19
“Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when 
you came out of Egypt. When you were weary and worn out, they 
met you on your journey and attacked all who were lagging behind; 
they had no fear of God. When the Eternal your God gives you rest 
from all the enemies around you in the land he is giving you to 
possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek 
from under heaven. Do not forget!”

Memory in our tradition requires us to act. And the action this week 
is clear—blot out the memory of the Amalekites. This week on 
Purim, we will blot out the name of Amalek’s descendant—Haman. 
Today, we no longer know who the Amalekites are so what are 
we supposed to do with the command to blot out their memory 
once the groggers of Purim go silent? We do this by speaking out 
against Amalek-like behavior in our midst. Amalek and his followers 
displayed cruelty and cowardice by striking the weakest and most 
vulnerable, those who were in the rear of the march out of Egypt. 
The antithesis of Amalek is justice and kindness. 

One of the great Torah commentators of the 20th century and my 
teacher, Nehama Leibowitz, teaches that at the parting of the Red 
Sea, the nations of the world, with the exception of Amalek, were 
overwhelmed by the awe and power of God. She writes: “Mankind 
[after the parting of Sea] as a whole might have taken one great 
step further and acknowledged the sovereignty of the God of 
justice and truth, but then along came Amalek.” Because Amalek 
struck down those who were weary and struggling, the awe that 

the nations had for God at the sea evaporated. “The world returned 
to its former rut, to its idols of gold and silver, its faith in mortal 
power and brute force.” (pp. 255-256 Studies in Devarim).  

According to Nehama Leibowitz, the parting of the Sea should 
have brought an end to cruelty and injustice, but Amalek and his 
followers revived it. Human beings were going to embrace justice 
and kindness, but then along came Amalek and they reverted to 
their brutal ways. 

So what does Amalek have to do with our purpose at the Annual 
Meeting? As we reflect on our accomplishments over the past 
year, we are grateful for the gifts of leadership and dedication 
exhibited by lay and professional leaders in our community. At Beth 
Emet, we are privileged to enjoy a myriad of outstanding activities 
and to have the opportunity to interact with so many terrific and 
talented people. But the command to eradicate cruel and unjust 
Amalek-like behavior reminds us of the greater purpose we have 
as a congregation. We don’t merely exist for the enjoyment and 
enrichment of our members, but to be a beacon of light, to shine 
righteousness and kindness in a world that, unfortunately, is still 
darkened by Amalek-like behavior. There are too many people 
fomenting fear, bigotry, and hatred in our own country and around 
the world. 

I’m often asked what unites us as a congregation since we are a 
big and diverse community that only comes together as a whole 
a few times a year. There are some people who are here regularly 
on Friday night or Saturday morning, others who are around when 
Beit Sefer is in session, some who are regular Adult Ed attendees, 
and others who are rarely here except for the High Holidays. 
What unites us is our common mission—our belief that we have 
been called for a higher purpose to be the antithesis of Amalek, 
to be people who pursue justice, love, and peace. As we elect our 
new board, we invest them with the responsibility of leading our 
congregation so that all of us might merit living up to these highest 
of ideals. 

You, who are elected to the Board of Trustees tonight, have been 
selected for your dedication and love for this community and its 
members as well as for the many talents you bring. May you be 
blessed to lead this community to live up to its potential to be a 
source of kindness, justice, and peace in our fractured and, all too 
often, cruel world. I feel blessed to have the opportunity to serve 
our community with all of you. 

From the Rabbi
 Rabbi Andrea London
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Thank You David Graham!

David Graham—what can I say?

I’ve gotten a little taste over the last few weeks about the level of 
interaction and involvement expected of Beth Emet’s president. You 
held this role for three years—Wow! I mean, I already feel like I need 
to get a separate email address just for all the email traffic, and a 
separate phone number for all the telephone calls.

More importantly David, and this is indisputable, you have served 
as this congregation’s president with extraordinary diligence and 
decency, with thoughtfulness, with respect for all points of view, 
with wisdom and vision and tenacity. Your service to the Beth Emet 
community has been exemplary, and it has set an example for me 
and future presidents to try and live up to.

David, thank you for your work and leadership of Beth Emet.

I’m going to turn for a few minutes to two topics that, depending on 
your perspective, don’t go together very well, or, on the other hand, 
seem to always go together—Beth Emet, and money.

Beth Emet Is Already A Terrific Place

First, Beth Emet.

Beth Emet is a truly great place right now. Indeed, in many respects, I 
think we are the synagogue that other synagogues aspire to be.

We have an amazing and inspiring Klei Kodesh, who continuously 
build on our rich history in study, worship, music, education, and in 
other areas.

Our lay leaders, and our many volunteers, are thoughtful, and 
strategic and engaged.

Our programming and classes—for children, teens, adults—at every 
level—are first rate.

We are often called upon for leadership on local and national issues, 
and by the Reform Movement.

There is an amazing positive energy and warmth to our community.

And as for social action—I think we set an example for every religious 
institution with our social activism; efforts like the soup kitchen, or 
the Sankofa program with the high schoolers from Second Baptist 
Church, or the mishloach manot packages and deliveries made just 
this past weekend for Purim. It is important to always remember 
that every one of these efforts—big or small—makes a difference in 
someone’s life.

During my career as a lawyer, I’ve won many large cases, and lost 
a few as well. But the cases which hold the most meaning and 
satisfaction for me are the ones where I’ve had an opportunity to 
represent someone who really needs help, but is unable to pay for 
legal services, or to protect themselves from mistreatment by the 

more powerful. I think the highest calling for any lawyer is to serve 
those in need, and to stand up for what is right and just, even if that 
might be unpopular. Beth Emet’s history of working for social justice 
is one reason I am particularly proud to be part of this congregation, 
and something I hope to champion during my time as president.

Together We Can Make Beth Emet Even Better

While Beth Emet is already a terrific place—David likes to use the 
phrase “destination congregation”—I don’t think we can just sit back 
and rest on our laurels. It is in my basic nature to always say, “I am 
sure we can do more.” And I believe we can do more at Beth Emet.

So, during my term as Beth Emet’s president, we’re going to work 
hard together to build on the excellence we’ve achieved so far, so 
that we reach more of our members, and attract new members, with 
all that Beth Emet has to offer.

There will no doubt be some challenges. 

We have to figure out how to best use technology to tell our stories, 
and to better reach and meet the needs of our existing and new 
members. This is very important to me, and I think central to Beth 
Emet’s future success.

We have to find ways to implement and build on the strategic and 
sensible recommendations already put together by various task 
forces for membership engagement, promoting Beth Emet to the 
broader community, leadership development, financial structures, 
and in other areas.  

And we have to fix these G-d awful seats and improve the sound 
system in this room—indeed, it is time to address head on the fact 
that we have an old building, in need of maintenance and repair, that 
needs to be spruced up and modernized, to make sure we have a 
sacred space stays relevant and welcoming for generations to come. 

There is still a lot for us to tackle—but the possibilities to me are 
enormous. 

Our Guiding Principles

In all of these endeavors, we have to be guided foremost by Beth 
Emet’s mission: “to enrich and expand the Jewish content of 
members’ lives through worship, study, and fellowship opportunities; 
to promote the integration of Jewish ethical teachings into 
members’ daily lives; and to apply these teachings collectively to the 
betterment of society and the broader Jewish world.” This needs to 
be the litmus test for every decision we make and everything we do.

Nina and I have had the joy of celebrating three b’nai mitzvahs and 
one bat mitzvah in this Sanctuary. Both Nina and I lost one of our 
parents in recent years, and we’ve felt firsthand the comfort and 
support that this community provides. Beth Emet is like an extended 
family to us.  

Ross Bricker
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And when all is said and done, I’m going to measure my presidency 
by whether or not, a few years from now, we can say that we 
have advanced Beth Emet’s mission, and that more people have 
connected with Beth Emet in a way that makes them too feel like 
Beth Emet is home.

Simon Anolick, who was one of the leaders of this past year’s very 
successful Mitzvah Appeal Campaign, gave a presentation to the 
Board of Trustees asking for contributions. Simon talked about how 
Beth Emet was part of “his spirit, of his soul.” He talked about how 
this was “where he davened (prayed), where he helped others, where 
his friends are.” Simon’s words so resonated with me that I asked him 
for a copy of his presentation, and have read and reflected on its 
meaning a number of times.

Embracing Our Past/Building a Better Future

One of the things Simon said to the Board was “I understand that 
talking about money and Beth Emet in the same breath is difficult 
and sensitive.” Well, I should tell all of you . . . for me . . . not so much. 
That, in and of itself, may explain why I’m standing here as your next 
president.

So, let me speak for a few minutes about the capital campaign that 
David mentioned.

In his remarks, David noted how last month the Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved a resolution authorizing going forward with a 
capital campaign.

That’s a topic that came up during my discussion with the 
Nominating Committee, when the Committee asked me what I saw 
as Beth Emet’s president’s role in such a campaign. I answered:  
“cheerleader in chief.”

That’s a role I’m delighted to take on. I can’t think of many better 
ways to serve this congregation than participating in an effort that 
will be central to making Beth Emet stronger and more meaningful 
for current members and future generations.

Now, there’s a whole established protocol you’re supposed to follow 
with a capital campaign.  You approve the campaign, recruit a capital 
campaign committee, hire consultants to help you craft the most 
compelling messaging about why you need to raise funds and how 
those funds will be used, then you conduct a “whisper” campaign 
to measure whether the financial targets for the campaign are really 
achievable, then you start to meet with potential donors—I’m sure 
everyone gets the idea.

Three things you’ll learn about me as president: First, I typically have 
an “of course we can find a way to do that” attitude. Second, I often 
suffer from “ants in my pants” syndrome. My assistant at work, a 
wonderful, red-haired Irish Catholic woman, said to me as she was 
typing up these remarks, “Ross, I think the words you’re looking 
for here is ‘shpilkes.’ ” And, third, I’ve never been very good at just 
accepting the way things are, or always doing things the same way, 

simply because, “well, that’s the way it’s done.”

We’re living in a time where technological and other change seems 
to be constant. It can sometimes be overwhelming. But instead of 
fighting that change, I think we need to figure out, as a congregation, 
how to adapt; how to embrace technology and other societal 
changes in ways that advance Beth Emet’s mission.  

And at the same time, I think we have to figure out how to be 
more agile—to always be on the lookout for ways that Beth Emet 
can—rather than simply studying and discussing an opportunity for 
months or years—act more immediately, to recognize and seize 
positive opportunities whenever they arise. Process to me does not 
necessarily equate with progress.

In my view, as I said to the Nominating Committee, I believe there are 
times when maintaining the status quo can create greater risk to  
Beth Emet than change.

So, whenever you have a great idea or project that will advance 
Beth Emet’s mission, I encourage you to speak up and volunteer. 
We’ll figure out together the support you need from the synagogue 
or Board, and then see if we can’t find a way to just run with it—
obviously thoughtfully—but run with it. 

The Capital Campaign

The capital campaign is one of those really great ideas.

So, employing the “we follow through,” “less talk, more action,” “just 
run with it” credo—I have a few things to report.

First, we have already been recruiting members of a Capital 
Campaign Committee. While that effort is ongoing, I am pleased 
to report that David and Lizzie Graham, Steve and Sherri Reiches, 
and Mel and Patti Gerbie have all agreed to serve on the Campaign 
Committee.  The committee is going to still grow with a few 
additional members, but I know already—with the Grahams, Reiches, 
and Gerbies—that our financial future is in the most capable hands.  

Second, over the last few weeks, with the blessing of all the new 
officers and appointed Executive Committee members, and with 
the extraordinary assistance of Stopher Bartol and Jeff Mann, we 
reached out to 17 members of the Beth Emet community: to the 10 
individuals who served as officers with David during his terms as Beth 
Emet’s president, to Bekki Kaplan and Rabbi London, and to the five 
new officers who will be serving with me—we invited each person or 
family to make a pledge, right now, to the capital campaign. 

We picked this limited group for a few reasons. No one should feel 
slighted or left out because we didn’t ask you for an early pledge—I 
assure everyone, your turn will come.

We selected the former officers who served with David, and Bekki 
and Rabbi London, because they all have been integral to the  
strategic thinking around Beth Emet’s master plan, and to the pro’s 
and con’s of a capital campaign, and to the very birthing of the 
campaign resolution recently passed by the Board of Trustees. And 
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as for us new officers, as we see it, the capital campaign ball has just 
been handed off to us, and it is our responsibility to carry it forward.

So, with the help of Stopher, Jeff, and Bekki, we put together a form 
of really early, and really binding, pledge agreement, I’d like to read 
parts of it to you now.

BETH EMET CAPITAL CAMPAIGN –  
EARLY PLEDGE AGREEMENT

On February 16, 2016, Beth Emet’s Board of Trustees unanimously  
passed a resolution to conduct a capital campaign. All funds raised  
will be used to solidify and enhance Beth Emet’s present and future, 
through repair and improvements to our building, growing the size 
of our foundation, reducing and restructuring debt, and related 
activities, all as described in the resolution passed by the Board.

*  *  *
The capital campaign resolution passed by the Board was the 
end product of collaboration, strategic analysis, and tenacity, by 
a number of Beth Emet leaders, including recent past Presidents 
David Graham and Sharon Ephraim, supported by members of 
the Beth Emet community, all of whom volunteered their time, 
experience, and insights to help create a master plan, and to 
thoughtfully assess and address near and long-term building, 
congregational, and financial needs. In all these endeavors, the 
common goal was to develop plans that would put Beth Emet 
in the best possible position to meet its mission and to serve the 
needs of current and future generations of Beth Emet members.

As a way of recognizing and honoring the extraordinary effort  
and dedication of these members of the Beth Emet community, 
and to thank them for their leadership, and to show our support 
for the Board’s resolution, I/we, desire to make a pledge today of 
$_________ to the upcoming capital campaign . . . .

I am pleased to be able to tell you tonight that every person and 
family we approached for a pledge has made one. Every single one. 
And every person and family made their pledge without hesitation or 
reservation, and with real generosity of spirit.  

So let me say to each of those lay leaders and to Rabbi London 

and Bekki now—as Beth Emet’s newly elected, but not yet officially 
installed president—thank you. I am pleased to be able to report 
at this annual meeting that, with this early and limited pre-capital 
campaign effort, I am holding in this envelope, binding pledges 
totaling $1,175,700.  

That’s correct:  $1,175,700.

I can’t think of a more direct affirmation of the esteem we have for 
David and Sharon and everyone who worked so hard to get to this 
place in Beth Emet’s history, of the love that exists throughout the 
Beth Emet community for this wonderful synagogue, and of the 
faith—faith that we all have, and that we all should have—in Beth 
Emet’s future. Our future together is bright indeed.

 It Is An Honor To Be Beth Emet’s Next President

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve. It is really an 
honor and a privilege for me, and I hope I will be able to meet the 
Nominating Committee’s and everyone’s expectations, and rise 
to the challenge of not just a successful capital campaign, but of 
working together with all of you here, and the entire congregation, 
to build on Beth Emet’s excellence and mission, so that we reach 
more people, more deeply, with all this community has to offer, for 
the coming year, and long into the future.

Ross Bricker

Ross Bricker
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vision in which Beth Emet is not just a community of its members, 
but the top-of-mind focal point of Jewish activities in the broader 
Jewish community. Beth Emet as the place to be.  I share that vision. 

A word too about the learning and the commitment to learning that 
takes place in this building, including from one another and at all age 
levels. But let me digress for a moment on this subject, because it is, 
in my view, of critical importance. We are Reform Jews. We recognize 
the importance of individual autonomy—the internal, individual 
embrace that  we acknowledge gives rise to added meaning.  But 
that recognition of individual autonomy does not serve as an excuse 
simply to ignore our past and the inexhaustible arguments and 
discussions that have shaped us in ways of which we may not even 
be conscious.  To do so risks an arrogance of the present—but the 
present is evanescent, and a mere succession of presents creates no 

meaning, much less any legacy. To the contrary, it is only through 
an informed and respectful and literate engagement with our past— 
one that recognizes that we are the products of a history that is 
worth knowing, not from some atavistic tribalism but because it is 
profound, it is encompassing and it is ours–it is only through such 
an engagement that we ensure continuity amidst change and ensure 
that we and our children become new links in a chain reaching back 
thousands of years.  And it is only through the considered struggle 
with our past that we may hope to shape enduring meanings for 
the future. Fortunately, we have created extraordinary opportunities 
for such learning at Beth Emet, whether it is through Marci and 
her wonderful work, or through the numerous adult educational 
programs or the weekly Torah discussion at Kahal.   

And a word about our community. Let me relate an experience to 
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illustrate what we may sometimes take for granted. As you know, 
my sister Debby died last November, and we held shiva at our 
house over several nights. On one of the nights, I believe it was the 
second one, a friend of mine from work, a Conservative Jew active 
in her synagogue, came and attended the service. Afterwards she 
wrote me a note, expressing her wonderment at the service, one in 
which dozens of members of this congregation joined. It was not 
just the liturgical literacy of our members that impressed her but 
the participatory swell from so many voices, so clearly forming a 
community of prayerful support. She concluded by saying “your 
community is truly impressive.” She was right. A moment in time, a 
microcosm, but an exemplar of what we have created and what  
we share.  

These few observations about where we stand, and who we are, 
are woefully insufficient, but let me shift gears and talk a bit about 
the future and what remains to be accomplished. While a good 
deal has been done during the past three years, much remains to 
be accomplished. By the way, let me hasten to add that virtually all 
of the credit for what has been done belongs to others, while the 
faults are my own.  I’ve simply offered encouragement and been a 
sounding board at times.

I do want to quickly note, though, just a few of the important steps 
forward that have been taken within the past year.  

First, and perhaps foremost, I would be derelict if I didn’t mention the 
hiring of Cantor Susan Lewis Friedman, and all the work that went 
into that process by the cantorial search committee.  In my opinion, 
when we got Cantor Friedman, we drew to an inside straight.  

We launched the project of building community through 
BE-a-Neighbor neighborhood get-togethers, events designed to 
encourage members to meet and get to know one another. There 
will be more on that front to come shortly. Rebecca Raus,  
Elaine Lev and Suzanne Coffey have spearheaded these efforts, with 
the assistance of literally dozens of others. 

Our Soup Kitchen, in consultation with lay leadership, undertook a 
strategic reexamination. The results have been that it has gained an 
even higher profile, had its finances bolstered tremendously, and 
undergone a successful transition in leadership.

And the Board itself has in recent months undertaken a hard look at 
our strategic needs and priorities on a going forward basis, which 
will help form the foundation for future plans and actions by the Klei 
Kodesh and the board in coming years. 

There is much else that has been started that remains to be 
completed. With apologies to Ross and the new officers, we leave 
many unfinished but important projects that have been launched but 
that remain unfinished and require implementation:

The thoughtful work of our marketing task force under  
Julie Zaideman and Susan Zukrow remains to be implemented. Can 
you imagine? The synagogue actually paying attention to marketing 

and adopting a strategy and a brand?

Lee Weintraub and Ellen Frank-Miller, again working with a task force, 
have come up with innovative ways for us to reimagine membership 
engagement and build mechanisms to allow those interested in 
more closely participating in the life of the synagogue,  
or simply with other members, to do so. Their “Pathways to 
Membership Engagement” template merits strong consideration.  

There is a social action opportunities task force whose work is 
underway, arising out of a meeting I convened more than a year 
ago to begin new conversations about, and rethink and revitalize, 
our top down and bottoms up processes for affording members 
opportunities to become involved in social action activities, both 
under the auspices of the synagogue and by joining with one another 
in self-generated initiatives.

Why do these things take so long? Because, consistent with who 
we are as a congregation, we have elected to opt for inclusiveness, 
democracy, and discussion at times at the expense of efficiency.   
Perhaps I also haven’t heeded the advice of one of my mentors 
whose refrain was “do less better.” On the other hand, as the sages 
tell us, “If we cannot finish a task, we must be content with having 
done our little bit.” And so much of what we have worked on these 
past three years constitute, as my friend Lee Weintraub has observed, 
complementary pieces of a single jigsaw puzzle representing the 
interconnected challenges we face. Those challenges are complex 
and multifaceted, and approaching them successfully requires 
progress on a variety of fronts.  And as the saying goes, make no 
small plans.

Speaking of which….. 

As I mentioned a moment ago, during the past year the Board of 
Trustees has taken a hard look at our strategic needs and priorities 
on a going forward basis.  This has been a very thoughtful and very 
lengthy process, including the hiring of consultants to better refine 
some of the options available to us, and a healthy, respectful debate 
both about what constitute our greatest needs and about what steps 
offer the greatest promise.

This process reached its culmination this past month, when multiple 
board meetings were held.  At those meetings, lay leadership and 
the Klei Kodesh presented consensus recommendations to the 
board that it approve a capital campaign for targeted purposes.  I am 
pleased to report that on February 16, 2016, the Board unanimously 
authorized the recommended capital campaign. And all I can say is…
at long last. It has been more than 15 years since this congregation 
had a capital campaign—a lifetime ago as these matters go, and far 
out-of-step with our peers.  

But that’s not the reason that we recommended a campaign or that 
the Board has approved one. It was not to “keep up with Joneses.” 
Instead, the fundamental reason for launching a campaign is this: 
we believe—I believe—that a campaign offers the prospect of being 
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Shabbat Worship at Beth Emet

The celebration of Shabbat is integral 
to the life of Beth Emet. Each week it 
offers the opportunity to slow down, 
take a cleansing breath, and focus on 
rejuvenation. Our Shabbat worship services 
and programs are designed with you in 
mind—blending spirituality, song, and 
festivity, our intergenerational and family-
friendly services allow the opportunity 
for reflection, learning, and to create 
connections with fellow congregants. 
This year, as we explore the impact that 
Shabbat has on us both individually and 
as a community, Beth Emet invites you to 
explore the multitude of weekly Shabbat 
and study offerings. To learn more or to find 
the service schedule, please visit us online 
at bethemet.org. 

Worship Schedule

Friday Night
Kabbalat Shabbat services begin at  
6:30 p.m. Join us for a Shabbat Oneg 
reception beginning at 5:45 p.m. 

Shabbat Morning Worship
Kahal meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Weiner Room 
for a full Shacharit (morning) service. Kahal 
means community, and this intergenerational 
Shabbat morning worship service offers a 
weekly opportunity to pray, sing and study 
in a lively, family-friendly environment. Each 

week, a thought-provoking discussion of 
the Torah portion is led by a Kahal volunteer, 
Rabbi London, or the Director of Lifelong 
Learning, Marci Dickman. 

Children are encouraged to join Kahal 
for as much or as little as they would 
like, with babysitting always available 
whenever they need a break. Services are 
followed by Kiddush each week, and on 
the last Saturday of each month, a potluck 
vegetarian lunch. 

There is also a Kahal list serve that often 
posts notices about Kahal as well as 
upcoming b’nai mitzvah and/or follow up 
postings from a given D’var Torah. To add 
your name, please contact the office or join 
the Beth Emet Kahal Group on Facebook.

Shabbat Morning Minyan
Each Shabbat morning a worship service 
and lively discussion of the week’s Torah 
reading is held in room 208, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. Led by lay Hebrew readers, the 
service mixes prayer and song followed by 
participatory discussion that focuses on 
interpretation aimed at both historic 
and contemporary understanding of 
the Parsha. A festive Kiddish follows. 
Originally designed in the 1960s by 
Beth Emet member Herbert Hubert, the 
service includes a blend of spirituality, 
intellectuality, and camaraderie.

Beyond Om: Spiritual Practice  
for the Jewish Soul
This program is for those interested in 
deepening their spiritual life in a Jewish 
context. We read articles on Jewish 
theology and explore various Jewish 
spiritual practices. This program combines 
prayer, meditation, study and discussion, 
particularly emphasizing the teachings 
of early Hasidism and the practice of 
meditation. We meet once a month at Rabbi 
London’s home on Shabbat afternoon 
(3:30–5:30 p.m.) for seudah shlishit (the 
third meal of Shabbat) and conclude 
our time together with Havdallah. New 
participants are always welcome. Please 
check the website at bethemet.org for 
updates and RSVP information.

Tot Shabbat
Geared toward children under 5 and their 
parents or grandparents, we sing with Cantor 
Susan Lewis Friedman, dance with the 
Torahs, and enjoy a story from  Rabbi Andrea 
London. Afterwards, everyone gathers for 
lox-and-bagel brunch, playtime for the 
children and schmooze time for adults.

Outgoing President

a truly transformative event for this congregation. We often speak of 
going “from strength to strength.” A campaign will, however, meaningfully 
increase our strength and help us become even more of a destination 
congregation in the years to come, with the physical foundations (yes, 
we are going to be addressing the building) and the financial foundations 
(yes, we are going to be addressing the Beth Emet Foundation and helping 
to ensure our financial future)  necessary to sustain and enhance our 
cherished community. And that is the reason I have focused the board for 
the last year on making these decisions and assessing our priorities.

The campaign will not begin immediately. Instead, there remains much 
work to be done before the official launch, which we hope and expect 
will occur later this year. The details will be addressed in the months to 
come. But rest assured that the campaign is a reality. As Ross will tell you, 
we are in the process of assembling a committee to spearhead the capital 
campaign. We have also already had people step forward and answer the 

call to be co-chairs of that committee. And as my last act as president, I 
am going to ask each of you to likewise step forward, assume the mantle 
of stewardship, and, when asked, or, even better, when volunteering, do 
all you can to make this campaign a success, creating a legacy for those 
to come.  I think I’m known for being a realist, rather than a cock-eyed 
optimist, and I have full confidence in the success of the campaign we will 
be launching. 

I’ve taken far too long. Let me end on this note. The greatest reward in life 
is rendering service to others. You have afforded me the opportunity these 
three years of doing so for this congregation. A burden?  Yes. A blessing? 
Even more so.  Thank you for the privilege, thank you for your support and 
friendships, and thank you for being part of this very special community.
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Flames to Heaven
By Debbie Perlman z”l
Sixteen
For Serenity

Open me to silence, Sound Creator;
Clear my ears from the background on my life,
Quiet the highway of my emotions
As they growl with gridlocked traffic.

When I calm my soul I can hear You.

Open me to silence, Sweet Singer;
Switch off the electronic noise makers,
The automatic switches I flip unawares,
That flap their clamor into my hours.

When I turn from the din I can hear You.
Open me to silence, World Revealer;
Turn off the inner dialogues,
Still the divisive monologues,
End the gibberish of my misgivings.
When I stop my words I can hear You.
Open me to silence, Sound of Sound;
Open me to hear Your words in my heart;
Open me to hear Your teachings in my soul.


