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Havdallah  
This beautiful ritual is commonly observed on Saturday evening marking the end of Shabbat; this enables 
us to transition into a new week full of potential and blessings. The Havdallah ceremony is layered with 
deeper meanings and connectedness with each symbol relating to our senses: wine is for taste; spices 
are for smell; the candle is for sight; the blessings are heard. We use our sense of touch when we pass 

around these ritual objects, and when we join hands or link arms, we are a community.
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Having the annual meeting fall after Purim 
and before Pesach is ideal timing. We get 
to bask in the afterglow of the excitement 

that was Purim and prepare for Pesach when the Jews became a 
people. Purim again this year was a huge success—well over 250 
people of all ages came to the superbly written and performed 
Purim shpiel—on a Wednesday night no less. Special thanks 
to Roger Hirsch and Lynne Abbott for all their efforts. And a 
fabulous time was had by younger children and their families 
at our teen-led Purim carnival. A special shout out to our new 
youth director Abby Backer who wrote and performed the 
Purim spoof of the “Happy” song. It’s been a viral hit among 
Beth Emet Facebook users! When we hired Abby we knew 
she was smart, energetic, and warm, but we didn’t know she 
has a fabulous voice and a knack for writing lyrics. Now it’s on 
to Pesach where we contemplate what it means to be a part of 
the Jewish people—an excellent opportunity for a Cheshbon 
Hanefesh Hakehilatit—an evaluation of our communal soul—
our task tonight at the annual meeting.

We’ve heard from David and Murray about our financial 
picture and what the Board has been working on. I have the 
opportunity to talk about what’s been happening in other areas 
of Beth Emet life.

I’d like to start with the littlest Beth Emet folks. There’s lots 
of exciting news in the Early Childhood (EC) program. The 
Board voted last fall to extend the hours of the EC program 
until 5 p.m. and to make a full-day option open to three year 
olds. We are delighted to be able to make our EC available to 
more people in the community. I am also delighted to announce 
that Kathy Kaberon secured two jBaby grants from the Jewish 
United Fund ( JUF). One is in partnership with Interfaith 
Family and Jewish Child & Family Services, the other is in 
partnership with the Early Childhood program at JRC. These 
jBaby programs are funded by the Federation to reach Jewish 

families with kids under two. Research shows that families 
make significant life decisions in the first two years as parents. 
These grants help Beth Emet to reach these young families at 
this critical time to encourage connections with other Jewish 
families and with Beth Emet.

Our Early Childhood program also has been part of the CEELI 
cohort (Chicago Early Engagement Leadership Initiative). This 

program is supported by the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) 
and Crown Family Philanthropies and is working on leadership 
development for Jewish EC programs in the Chicago area. 
Susan Zukrow is the project manager.  

And on the other side of the spectrum, the Family Issues Aging 
Task Force (FIAT) programming is going strong. In its second 
year of programming, FIAT is running a women’s group to discuss 
issues of aging, has planned a book discussion for April (Atul 
Gawande’s book, Being Mortal), and on May 1, in celebration 
of Older Americans Month, Martha Holstein who has recently 
written a book on aging, will give the D’var Torah at Shabbat 
services and lead a discussion at Shabbat dinner afterwards.

Recently, Harvey Kelber and I finished facilitating a Wise Aging 
group that used Rabbi Rachel Cowan’s curriculum to explore 
the emotional and spiritual aspects of aging. Rabbi Cowan 
visited Beth Emet last year and introduced us to the work she 
has been doing on the spiritual and emotional development of 
people as they age. For our group at Beth Emet, Harvey and 
I used her unfinished manuscript as our text. Now that we’ve 
Continued on page 3

From the Rabbi
Rabbi Andrea C. London

Chadashon חדשון

A little bit about our cover
This year at Beth Emet, we have been exploring the meaning of Shabbat and the positive impact it has on us individually, 
and as a community. There have been opportunities for all ages to celebrate Shabbat together through worship, dinner, and 
learning. We have gathered in groups at Mitzvah Appeal events, B.E. a Neighbor gatherings, and at special early childhood 
and youth programs, to share in the Havdallah ritual together allowing us to remember the blessings of the week ending, the 
holiness of Shabbat, and the new week ahead, full of possibility.

Reprinted from speech given at Beth 
Emet’s Annual Meeting on March 16, 2015

“Our task as human beings and Jews is to 
live these values—to care deeply about one 
another and to live in such a way that shows 
we understand our connection to the greater 
whole of the universe and that our actions 

have a real impact on the world around us.”
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From the Rabbi  
Continued from page 2 

experimented with the program, we are hoping to get more 
Wise Aging groups up and running in the coming year.

Our youth have continued to flourish under the able leadership 
of Abby Backer. We are so delighted to have her as a member of 
the Klei Kodesh. Among many highlights, the ninth and tenth 
grade Chavayah students have been learning about philanthropy 
through a Jewish lens and are busy planning a seder that they 
will share with students from Second Baptist Church. As part 
of our philanthropy curriculum, the students raised $1500 
through a Super Bowl Chili Fundraiser this year. With an 
additional $1500 of philanthropy from last year, they decided 
to donate half of the funds to El Rescate, a shelter for homeless 
LGBTQ youth in the Chicago area and the remaining half to 
The Peace Corner Youth Center, a safe haven for teens from 
gang violence and drug activity. 

As studies of American teenagers continue to find that the 
number of teens who struggle emotionally is on the rise, it is 
clear that our teen programs which are a safe space for teens to 
explore their internal lives and to be supported by each other 
and caring adults are increasingly critical to the well-being 
of our teens. Our teens are fortunate that they are able to 
experience how Judaism and the Jewish community can support 
them on their life’s journey. I’m proud that Beth Emet values 
excellent youth programs and youth professionals.

Marci continues to run an excellent Beit Sefer program in 
which parents, teachers, and children all trust and respect Marci 
and feel the love she brings to Jewish education and to each 
individual. The enrollment in Beit Sefer continues to grow: 
There are 25 kids in our kindergarten class, 12 new students 
in first and second grades, and even four new students in 
our sixth grade class. Something that Marci started this year, 
which deserves special recognition, is the creation of a Shabbat 
worship experience that is a comfortable, welcoming service for 
all, including those who have special needs. The services have 
included singing, puppetry by Joann Dardick, and art projects. 

We were saddened this year that one of our beloved teachers, 
Idelle Kerzner, died. We will miss her love for Judaism and 
our students and her energy and creativity. Marci and the 
educational staff were so present and sensitive in helping 
children and families cope with this loss. May Idelle’s memory 
be for a blessing.

In the area of Adult Education, what can I say? Our program 
continues to offer substantive and diverse courses. It really is 
second to none. 
Continued on  page 40 
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Prayer for Beth Emet
Suzanne Coffey

Beth Emet Annual Meeting 
March 16, 2015 

Beth Emet
House of Truth

Truth is a complex word—seemingly simple, yet infinitely nuanced.
What is our Truth?

Can we define it?
How are we inspired by it?
Do we speak our truth?
Do we live our truth?

Can we be True?
To our selves? To  G-d? To one another?
In fidelity and compassion, endurance and remembrance? 

Can we accept our Truth even when that Truth is difficult?
Are we aware that Truth can be used as a weapon as well as a 
shield, and do we take notice?
How do we relate Truth to Justice and Tikkun Olam?
How are we responsible?

To lead?
To follow?
To join together?
To serve?
To teach?
To learn?
To pray?
To rejoice?
To cherish?

May we be true to our values and our ideals, 
so that we may truly be a Free Synagogue.

Free to pray and live as Jews.
Free to embrace our many truths.
Free to speak our minds.
Free to hear and actively listen to the opinions of others.
Free to be inclusive without being exclusive.
Free to open our hearts.
Free to give of ourselves.

May we continue to be strengthened by our commitment to our 
Truths, and may we continue to be guided by our Klei Kodesh and 
our elected leaders to realize these Truths.
May we be all that we believe we are, and all that we strive to be

as spiritual beings,
as recipients of a “noble heritage,” 
as friends, family, and neighbors,
as members of a community,
as members of this community.

For we are Beth Emet.
Beth Emet is our home.
May we be at home, here, with each other, and with our Truth.
And may we be blessed with peace—Shalom.
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“To us there has come a time, in the midst 
of swift happenings, to pause for a moment 
and take stock—to recall what our place in 
history has been, and to rediscover what we 
are and what we may be.” 

Those are not my words. They are those 
of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in his 
third inaugural address.  I am certainly 
no Franklin Delano Roosevelt but on 
this occasion I share two similarities 
with him.  First, like he did, I am about 
to serve an unprecedented third term as 
President. One might object that the role 
of President of Beth Emet doesn’t bear 
even remote comparison to that of the 
President of the United States—and the 
objection would be entirely correct.  But I 
don’t believe that Roosevelt was trying to 
maintain some other full-time job while 
serving as President, so let’s call it a draw.

That brings me to the second similarity I 
share tonight with our former President.  
With high hopes, my parents proudly 
bestowed on me the middle name of 
Franklin, named after you-know-who. 
I’m not exactly sure that this type of 
presidency is what they had in mind for 
me but fate works in strange ways. By the 
way, they gave the next child in line in 
our family a middle name of Eleanor.   

Though the words I quoted at the outset 
are not mine, and were written in a quite 
different time about a quite different set of 
challenges, they are nonetheless apt tonight. 
It is a time to take stock and to rediscover 
what we are and what we may be.  

So, what are we and what may we be?  
To begin with, we are a congregation in 
the midst of transitions. That is a good 
thing, in my view, because the world itself 

is constantly changing and Judaism is a 
lived endeavor, firmly situated in doings 
in this world. Indeed, I would argue that 
the pace of change is something we need 
to accelerate at Beth Emet. The old model 
of prophetic Judaism, a thundering from 
on high, as preached and practiced in the 
Reform movement (including at Beth 
Emet at our founding), has yielded to 
a model where it is the still small voice 
within that has gained ascendency. A 
flattening of hierarchies has occurred, 
and it will only increase in an age of social 
media. The watchwords are participatory 
community—or, more accurately, 
“communities”—not centralized authority. 
And for us to prosper in this environment, 
we cannot be passive, simply sitting back 
and hoping that people find their way to 
us.  We need to be a magnet of meanings, 
a spiritual incubator, fostering the creation 
of communities that, while diverse, each 
shares a commitment to reaffirming, 
discovering and practicing our Judaism and 
Jewish values in the manifold ways that 
these can express themselves. As another 
Roosevelt said, “Make no small plans.”

The good news is that we have an 
exceptionally strong foundation. I am 
not going to take the time at this meeting 
to catalogue all that goes on day and 
night at this Synagogue, all our activities 
and all our accomplishments. You know 
them yourselves. We have innovative 
education programs for our children 
and youth that are second to none. We 
have a calendar chock full of prominent 
speakers and lectures and discussions. We 
have multiple weekly religious services 
that thrive on member participation and 
often on member leadership. We have a 
soup kitchen that week in and week out 
serves more than 100 people with white 
tablecloths, music and dignity.  (More 
on that later.)  We have musical offerings 

that are engaging, innovative and 
uplifting. And, speaking of transitions, 
while we are grateful for Cantor Luck’s 
exceptional contributions during his 
time here, his replacement, Cantor 
Susie Friedman, has an even more stellar 
performance resume than Arik did when 
he arrived. She is going to be a wonderful 
addition to our Klei Kodesh, and we are 
fortunate that she has chosen to come to 
Beth Emet.     

But when it comes to a strong foundation, 
most of all we have you, our members. I 
continue to be astonished at how many 
people are so engaged in so much at this 
congregation. People who are passionate 
in their commitments, passionate about 
the need to create shared purposes, and 
passionate about finding a way to live 
their Judaism and Jewish values together. 
While I know I’m biased, in my view there 
is not another congregation, anywhere, 
that has so many interesting and diverse 
congregants, blessed with such creativity, 
curiosity and compassion. 

These are bedrock strengths. And the 
good news is that we have the ability to 
move from strength to strength. But in 
order to do so we cannot rest on past 
or even present laurels. We need to do 
better, on a variety of fronts. We face 
challenges, however, and it is going 
to take some hard work and renewed 
commitments to address those challenges 
in ways that will not only preserve but 
enhance our current vibrancy.   

I’m going to address three of these 
challenges, address what we’ve been 
trying to do at the Board level and 
address what’s on the horizon. 

1. Engagement.  While we are blessed 
with a large number of very engaged 
 members, as I noted a moment ago, 
Continued on page 37

President’s Pen
David  Graham

Reprinted from speech 
given at Beth Emet’s 
Annual Meeting on 
March 16, 2015
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For those of you who know not my 
professional qualifications, I am an 
international tax lawyer, a certified public 
accountant, and a certified management 
accountant. These tools are helpful, but 
inadequate without Judaism. Recently, 
we read Vayak’heil/P’kudei, Exodus 35:1-
40:38, one of several detailed accountings 
and inventories in the Torah and in 
related biblical literature that normally 
make for a difficult D’var Torah. But, we 
know there is a “little bit of Judaism” in 
everything—even accounting.  Judaism 
is a religion of values, and the budget 
of a synagogue reflects its values.  Thus, 
just looking at the numbers, the Beth 
Emet congregation has committed itself 
to a high quality education program, an 
excellent and dedicated professional staff, 
excellence in our musical liturgy, this 
building, our youth, and our community.

Based on our most updated forecasts 
we expect our fiscal year ending June 
30, 2015 to result in a net deficit—total 
expenses exceeding total revenues—of 
about $60,000. I believe the treasurer 
must make the congregation aware of 
the finances of our synagogue so that 
we can all participate meaningfully in 
discussions and decision making that 
sustains our community.  In keeping with 
this goal, I am presenting our finances 
in a way that demonstrates how our 
financial results align with the values of 
Beth Emet.  

We all complain that numbers are 
confusing and boring, but they provide 
an accurate picture of who and where we 
are.  I am focusing on our latest forecast 
of our revenues and expenses for the year 
that will end on June 30, 2015.

1. First, let’s back out our educational 
program revenues and expenses, our 
fundraising revenues, and the net 
income allocated to us from the Beth 
Emet Foundation (our endowment, 
so to speak). Once we do that, the 
revenues we are looking at are our 
membership commitments plus 
what we charge for concerts, youth 
programming, and similar activities. 
That total is about $1,238,000.

2. From this amount, we try to cover 
our normal operating expenses, 
which I categorize as follows:

a. Professional and  
administrative staff    $1,127,000

b. Building             $379,000

c. Worship/music, etc.        $96,000

d. Affiliations                         $27,000

e. Program/Fundraising/ 
Finance-related              $52,000

Total normal  
operating expenses            $1,681,000

The math is simple:  $1,681,000 of 
operating expenses would exceed our 
membership commitment revenue 
of $1,238,000 by $443,000 if we did 
nothing else to keep this place running.

Fortunately, members of our 
congregation expend significant energy 
and time to make our fundraising 
campaign, especially the Mitzvah Appeal, 
a success.  Against this $443,000 our 
Mitzvah Appeal raised $34,000 more 
than expected, and, including other 
contributions, generated about $356,000. 
The Foundation allocated us $77,000 
totaling $433,000. That income drops 
our shortfall to $10,000.

That is NOT, however, where our 
analysis ends.

As I said, we are committed to Beth 

Emet’s role as an educator of young 
children through adults, particularly 
our early childhood, Beit Sefer and 
youth programs.  We have a very 
highly regarded education program 
and perhaps the most enthusiastic and 
well-attended high school age program 
in the area.  Our numbers reflect this.  
This year, our educational revenues 
were $534,000, offset by $586,000 of 
expenses.  The board views the resulting 
$52,000 education program deficit as an 
investment in our future.  This $52,000, 
when added to the above-described 
$10,000 deficit, will cause Beth Emet to 
finish about $62,000 in the red.

My role in the second year of my term 
will be to communicate more frequently 
what it costs to keep our doors open, our 
lights on, and our programs running. 
There are three ways our investment in 
education sustains our synagogue.  One 
is that it is a core value.  The second is 
that families continue their membership 
beyond Beit Sefer.  The third is the 
informal, intangible word-of-mouth 
reputation-building for Beth Emet.  It is 
hard to measure, but that commitment to 
educational quality is what brought me 
here in 1983.

We are now in the process of preparing 
our budget for the next fiscal year 
beginning on July 1, 2015.  We anticipate 
the challenges of adhering to our 
values, always looking to areas where 
we can economize, taking advantage of 
affordable technology, and maintaining 
a connection to the congregation. We 
recognize that everything comes with 
a trade-off, even decisions that appear 
clear and compelling.  For example, 
email broadcasting of the bulletin allows 
us to avoid printing and mailing costs 
Continued on page 39

Treasurer’s Report
Murray Gordon

Chadashon חדשון
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Reprinted from speech 
given at Beth Emet’s 
Annual Meeting on 
March 16, 2015
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A Year of Cabaret
Cantor Arik Y.  Luck

It has been a 
wonderful year of 
music here at Beth 
Emet. 

First, as always, we had a moving High 
Holiday season with the choir 
under the choral direction 
of Klaus Georg. In the fall, 
we welcomed New Budapest 
Orpheum Society, who shared 
with us their love of pre-war 
European Jewish cabaret 
music. We also benefited that 
evening from the scholarship 
of University of Chicago 
Professor Philip Bohlman, who 
contextualized this vast treasure 
of music.  Soon it was early 
winter and time for Chanukah 
Rocks III: The Dreidel of Destiny!  
with Cantor Luck and Friends.  
Young families from all over the 
greater Chicago community 
came together for some 
Chanukkah fun with a live 
rock band, our youth choir, and 
junior high rock band.

Our annual original musical 
Purim spiel this year was  
A Beautiful Purim: A Carole 
King Inspired Spiel. Every year, 
we continue to be blown away 
by the talent of our own Beth 
Emet “Purim Spielers” under 
the direction of members Lynne 
Abbott and Roger Hirsch.  

The spring brought with it 
Singing for S’mores and a continuation 
of our cabaret theme for the year. The 
Reform Cantors of Chicago (RCC) 
united right here at Beth Emet for a 
special afternoon concert, along with 

youth choirs from throughout the 
Chicago-area and OSRUI song leaders. 
Together, we raised over $25,000 to 
make Jewish camp at OSRUI (our URJ 
summer camp) a reality for families in 

need of financial assistance. Soon after, 
we welcomed Chicago cabaret legend 
Spider Saloff, who guided us through 
the classics of some of the greatest Jewish 
American composers of the twentieth 

century. The concert was preceded 
by Beth Emet’s own Professor Jesse 
Rosenberg, from Northwestern’s Bienen 
School of Music, who gave a brief lecture 
exploring the Jewish identities of the 

legends of American music.

This coming summer, we have 
one more special musical event 
that I hope you will join us for. 
As many of you know, I am 
nearing the end of what has 
been a deeply meaningful six 
year tenure as your cantor at 
Beth Emet. My family and I are 
preparing for a new phase in 
our collective journey, taking us 
to San Francisco, where I will 
serve as cantor at Congregation 
Emanu-El.  As my departure 
approaches, I hope that you will 
join me on Friday evening June 
5, at 6:30 p.m., for a very special  
Kol Emet Shabbat service, 
followed by a Shabbat dinner. 
The Beth Emet community has 
meant so much to Rachel and 
me over these past six years, and 
we are very grateful to have this 
special opportunity to thank 
you in person. Please RSVP to 
the office if you are planning 
to attend the dinner. I look 
forward to seeing you there.

L’shalom, 
Cantor Arik Luck

Music מוסיקה

On Sunday afternoon December 14, Cantor Arik Luck and Friends 
rocked Beth Emet with their infectious beats and mix of old Chanukah 
standards and soon to be classics at Chanukah Rocks III: The Dreidel of 
Destiny! The Junior High Rock Band, Early Childhood G’dolim class, and 

the Youth Choir also made special appearances.
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Beautiful Purim: A Carole King Inspired Spiel featured an adult 
cast of 12 performers along with a four-piece live band. The 

parody retelling of the story of Esther to the tune of Carole King 
hits was written and performed by the talented members of  

Beth Emet and enjoyed by all ages. 

Beth Emet’s Youth Choir and Klei Kodesh also participated in the 
Purim Spiel festivities.

Six years ago, we had a lot of "luck" when we found Arik as our next cantor.

He has honored Beth Emet’s musical traditions while sharing his own music with 

us. He has touched so many in the community, especially families with young 

children and in the b'nai mitzvah program. Arik, Rachel, Yedidyah, Zohara, and 

Tallulah will surely be missed, but we are thrilled for them as they embark on 

new adventures at Temple Emanu-El in San Francisco. 

Please join us for a special Kabbalat Shabbat on June 5  to honor Cantor Luck. 

  At 5:45 p.m., we will begin with a festive Wine and Cheese reception, including

"Whine and Cheesesticks" for our young fans! At 6:30 p.m., Kol Emet Kabbalat 

Shabbat services will include familiar tunes and a special appearance by

our joint Beth Emet/Beth Hillel Congregation B'nai Emunah choir. Services

will be followed by a congregational BBQ dinner where you will have the

opportunity to schmooze with Cantor Luck. 

We look forward to seeing you on June 5 when

we will will wish the Luck family a giant

"Good Luck!"

Cost for dinner is $12 per adult & $6 per child under 13 by

Wednesday, June 3; $15 per adult & $8 per child thereafter.

RSVP to info@bethemet.org or call 847-869-4230 ext. 301.

We kindly ask payments be made prior to Shabbat dinner,

and checks that evening can be dropped off in the administrative

dropbox, directly north of the elevators on the first floor.

J U N E  5 ,  2 0 1 5
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Get to know Cantor Susie Lewis Friedman 
who officially joins the Beth Emet staff on 
July 1!

What makes you the most excited 
about coming to Beth Emet?

I am really excited about serving this 
amazing congregation.  When I was here 
interviewing, I connected with people 
on a profound level in such a short time 
period. I’m also excited to work with 
Rabbi London— anytime I tell anyone 
I’m coming here they tell me what an 
amazing rabbi she is.

Beth Emet is filled with so much history, 
from Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech 
here in 1958, to Cantor Jeff Klepper—
one of the composers of our Jewish 
contemporary musical tradition who I 
admire the most. 

I’m excited to work with the kids in Early 
Childhood, Youth—everybody! 

When did you start singing?

I sang before I could talk at age two. I 
used to sit on my mom’s lap at the piano 
and now I’m doing the same thing with 
my daughter who also loves to sing.

Tell us about your career as a singer? 

I was in the Broadway tour of Cats 
and was on the road for a year. I was 
in Chicago actually in the fall of 2005 
performing at the Roosevelt Theater for 
a couple of months. It was an interesting 
experience—a dream come true in lots of 
ways. But once it was over, I always felt 
unfulfilled and empty. Broadway was not 
what I thought it was. I was not making 
a difference in the world or in someone’s 
life, and I longed to do so. 

When did you know you wanted to be 
a cantor?

I started to teach in religious school and 
noticed the kids were not really that into 

Judaism or being in Hebrew 
school and would leave after 
their b’nai mitzvah. One 
reason I decided to become a 
cantor—and thought it may 
be a great career for me—is 
because the cantor works so 
closely with b’nai mitzvah 
students at such a crucial 
time in their lives. I felt like 
I could be a direct influence 
on whether or not they 
would stay within the Jewish 
community, and maybe my enthusiasm 
for it would be contagious. There is such 
a direct correlation between spirituality 
and music for everyone at any age.  I 
strive to incorporate that message in my 
teachings and work as a cantor.

What kind of music are you into and 
who are your musical influences?

Barbra Streisand is one my biggest 
musical heroes. I also love pop and Rock 
and Roll—Billy Joel was a big influence 
on me as an artist and singer. He played 
in piano bars and I also used to do that 
in New York City. One time I even had 
the great fortune of playing dueling 
pianos with his saxophonist. I grew up 
singing R&B and gospel music, and I 
find that traditional chazzanut is very 
similar to “riffing” in pop music. Moishe 
Oysher was a big influence on my work 
as a cantor. Since I am classically trained, 
I always felt a great influence from Maria 
Callas in the way she brought drama 
into the words she sang.  

What instruments do you play? 

I play the flute, recorder, harmonica, 
guitar, piano, and I’m working on 
learning the mandolin. I have studied 
piano since I was eight. 

 

 
If you could try out any job for a day, 
what would you like to try?

Before becoming a cantor, I was thinking 
about law school—I wanted to work on 
legalizing gay marriage. Of course that’s 
already happening now—if I wasn’t a 
cantor, I probably would be an attorney 
that helped people without a voice, to 
have a voice.

What’s something most people don’t 
know about you?

I used to be a personal trainer. I also tap 
dance—which I did in Cats.

What would you like the congregation 
to know about you?

I want the congregation to know how 
genuinely excited and honored I am to 
be serving them. I am incredibly excited 
to pray with them and experience their 
participation, which I got a taste of 
during my visit.  It has been said that 
“singing is praying twice.” I hope to 
empower them spiritually, helping them 
to grow far beyond what they may 
have ever thought possible.  Part of my 
personal mission and goal as a cantor is to 
be there for them with and for anything 
they may need. It is one my greatest joys 
in life (besides my children of course!) to 
be able to serve a congregation.

Q&A with Cantor Susie Lewis Friedman

Music מוסיקה
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Lifelong Learning
Lifelong Learningחנוך

Director of Lifelong Learning
Marci Dickman

Now that my children are grown, I am 
more aware of how I choose to spend 
my time.  When they were younger, 
their questions often inspired a simple 
“no.” Can we go to skating? Can we go 
out to dinner? Can I play with Sam? 
Can I do my homework later? I tried 

to be thoughtful about how my family spent our time, but often 
divvying up time seemed like a matter of survival.  

Judaism has 
a lot to say 
about what 
we do with 
our time 
(and not only 
because Beit 
Sefer meets 
on Sunday 
mornings 
and Thursday 
afternoons).  

Judaism directs us to make some time productive, some time 
sacred, and some time focused on other people. For example, 
we are instructed to advocate for justice, to visit the sick, to 
feed the hungry, to study. Our tradition also distinguishes 
between secular time and sacred or holy time. The best example 
is Shabbat, which can help us celebrate our time. Shabbat 

encourages us to celebrate our 
accomplishments on the other 
six days. Abraham Joshua 
Heschel referred to Shabbat 
as “A Palace in Time.” Shabbat 
allows us to pause, to reflect, 
and to value our relationships 
with family and friends.  

As our synagogue focused on 
the theme of Shabbat this year, 
adults explored the practices of 
Shabbat in times of the Bible, 
the Rabbis and the growth of 
chasidut while  young children 
played “Shabbat” complete 
with wooden candles, challah 
and guests at their tables. Beit 

Sefer families 
celebrated 
together both in 
our synagogue 
and in their 
homes. Our 
fifth grade 
went to their 
teacher’s home 
for Shabbat 
dinners. We held 
two sensory rich 
Shabbat services 
with engaging 
activities for 
families with 
members 
with special 
needs.  Teens 
led Shabbat 
worship on 
their retreats and will lead in two upcoming Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services in May. Our larger Jewish community came together as 
One Jewish Evanston for a Shabbat in January with creative and 
traditional worship, festive lunch, and eclectic learning. Some of 
us experimented with unplugging for a few hours, attempting to 
enhance the time we 
spend in face to face 
interactions.  

Shabbat comes from 
the verb meaning 
“to cease;” by taking 
control of our time 
and ceasing some 
activities we do on 
other days, we can 
often increase the 
time we spend with 
family and friends. 
Our educational 
programs at Beth 
Emet encourage us 
to recognize the value of sacred time and to explore both creative 
and traditional ways to pause, to express appreciation, and to 
reach out to others.

Fifth graders create life size prophets to culminate 
their learning on prophecy.

On a recent Sunday morning, glass 
artist Abby Maeir led a hands-on 

workshop that allowed participants 
to create their very own Judaic 
masterpiece: a mezuzah case.

Talmidim (11th grade) students commenting  
on inspiring quotes from famous Jews.

Eighth grade students and parents 
celebrated Shabbat together by having 

dinner at a private home.
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Lifelong Learningחנוך

I always said that I will study more when I have more time.  This 
year, I have found that by making time to study, I gain meaning 
in other areas of my busy life as well.  Thanks to our Adult 
Education Committee led by Helene Rosenberg, our offerings 
this year were robust. In the arts, we made mezzozot, visited a 
jewelry gallery, participated in drum circles, attended the opera, 
and studied with poets and authors.  

We held three levels of Hebrew classes; text classes in Torah, 
Midrash and Talmud; historical seminars that focused on the 
world’s great religions, American and Hassidic Music, WWII, the 
founding of the state of Israel and of Beth Emet; monthly sessions 
on current events and Israel; explorations of Jewish holidays and 

their inherent value messages and their customs; and we pushed 
ourselves to learn to be a more inclusive community. 

New topics for next year include:

• Five sessions designed to help Grandparents, Aunts, and 
Uncles engage in social action and value filled activities and 
conversations with their grandchildren and nieces and nephews.

• Tai Chi and its intersection with Jewish spirituality and texts.

• Additional One Jewish Evanston learning opportunities.

• Explorations of the connections between Jewish law and 
culture with Dr. Roberta Kwall. 

Interested in something else – let me know!

Make Time to Study

Opportunities for Young Families

Marci Dickman

jBaby  
Recent research shows that when the first child in a family is 
born, until she/he reaches the age of two, the new parents are 
more open than ever before to developing new friendships, 
joining new organizations, learning about their new roles as 
parents, and generally establishing themselves as a family. In 
light of this, the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago has 
created the jBaby program, offering grants to Jewish organizations 
who will reach out to these new young families. 

Beth Emet has received two jBaby grants: one in partnership 
with Interfaith Family and Jewish Child and Family Services, 
and the other in partnership with the Jewish Reconstructionist 
Congregation. Through these programs, we welcome young 
parents to Beth Emet. 
Watch for new jBaby programs coming this fall.  

Tot Shabbat   
(Always on the third Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.)  
Tot Shabbat is geared toward children under five and their 
parents and grandparents. We sing, dance with the Torahs, and 
enjoy a story. Afterwards, everyone gathers for lox-and-bagel 
brunch, playtime for the children, and schmooze-time for adults. 

Camp Kayitz   
For children ages three to five. Packed with summer activities, 
Shabbat singing, science explorations, water play and more! We 
also have a parent/tot camp on Friday mornings for children 
12-33 months. Enjoy 
music, art, stories, 
and outdoor play. 

Mazel Tov to Kabbalat Torah (12th Grade) Graduation 
Class on 2015

Kabbalat Torah (or KT as it’s affectionately know) is Beth Emet’s confirmation 
program. On Friday, May 29, nine high school seniors led us in worship and 
reflected on their Jewish identity as part of a special Kabbalat Shabbat service. 

KT participants: Emily Dana, Micah Feldman, Mabel Frank, Noa Horberg, 
Mickey Manton, Leor Miller, Mariel Oettinger, Isabel Reiches, and 
Noa Solomon. 

2015 
By the Numbers

• 884 adults and children 
enrolled in education classes 

• 70 adult education opportunities 
in our congregation

• 29 teens served as madrichim 
(teacher assistants) on Sunday 
mornings and Thursday 
afternoons

• Our sixth grade raised $526 for 
various organizations in their 
Tzedakah Fair

• 25 kindergarteners and 12 
new first and second graders 
celebrated the beginning of their 
Jewish education at their Naming 
and Consecration program

Drop In Wednesdays 
For parents looking for something new and fun to do, we  
offer Drop In every Wednesday morning , 9:30-11:30 a.m. Children from birth to age 
three, accompanied by an adult, are invited to play, have a snack, and enjoy our climbers, 
slides, riding toys and more. This is a great way to meet other parents. $4.00/visit.
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Youth נוער

BESSY has been having an awesome year 
so far! We started the year out strong 
with a trip to Second City and an Open 

Mic Night where the artists of BESSY showed of their amazing 
skills. We also took a chilly trip up to Wilmot Mountain for an 
afternoon of Snow Tubing and bonded with our phenomenal 
new advisor, Libby Fisher. We were so sad to say goodbye to 
Emma Tolman, our previous advisor, but we have had so much 
fun welcoming Libby into the BESSY family. 

Recently we ran the amazing Purim Carnival—we are so proud 
of the volunteers of all ages that came out to help us make this 
year’s Purim such a success! We set up on Saturday in record 
time! 

BESSY hosted a social action event on April 26 called “Let’s 
Talk About Gender: A Workshop to Explore What Gender 
Really Means.” The Beth Emet Youth community and other 
Chicago-area teens explored gender through art, music, theater, 
media, and to discuss gender as a spectrum and the complexity 
of identity. The BESSY Board poured their hearts into the 

event and it was a 
phenomonal and 
mind-changing 
event.  We held 
the BESSY 
Shabbat Service 
on May 15. We 
were excited 
to have the 
opportunity to 
show the Beth 
Emet community 
what BESSY is all about. The Service focused on inclusion and 
acceptance, two of the pillars of the BESSY family. 

For us, and for many teens in the Beth Emet family, BESSY has 
given us the best friends and education that we could ask for.  
We are so lucky to be a part of this amazing community that 
fosters curiosity and unconditional love. Thank you for all of 
your support!

BESSY Presidents’ Message
Rena Newman and Emily Dana

Beth Emet’s Senior Synagogue Youth group 
provides Jewish social space for teens to engage 

in peer led activities through out the year.

youth

Director of Youth Programs
Abigail Backer 

The calendar has flown by! It is hard to believe 
that almost a year has passed since I began 
working at Beth Emet. I continue to meet so 

many incredible people and I am grateful for every opportunity 
I’ve had to become more integrated into the community. I 
loved leading worship and Israeli dancing on Simchat Torah; 

rocking out with 
the band and 
our enthusiastic 
congregation for 
Chanukah Rocks; 
channeling my 
inner theater-
diva for the Klei 
Kodesh song in 
the Purim spiel, 
and the list goes 
on. Moments 
and experiences 
like these make 

me feel lucky to be part of such an exceptional place. What also 
makes Beth Emet unique is our dedication to meaningful and 

engaging youth programs. There are not many congregations 
that prioritize youth the way we do here and as the Director of 
Youth Programs, I want to share with you some highlights and 
successes from the past year.

The eighth grade Mitzvah Corps class hosted Cameron Johnson 
of Cure Violence Illinois, an organization that aims to reduce 
community violence by using behavior change methods. The 
students also visited a variety of community organizations 
including Centro Autonomy, Response Center, Family Focus, 
and Hilda’s Place. As part of our curriculum, the ninth and 
tenth grade Chavayah class raised $1,500 through the Super 
Bowl Chili Fundraiser! We were also lucky enough to allocate 
an additional $1,500 of remaining philanthropy funds from 
years past. The class decided to donate half of the funds to El 
Rescate, a shelter for homeless LGBTQ youth in the Chicago 
area and the remaining half to The Peace Corner Youth Center, 
a safe haven for teens from gang violence and drug activity.

There is so much more I would love to share with you about 
each one of our amazing youth programs, but that would 
take up the entire bulletin! Instead, I hope you enjoy these 
photographs from some of this year’s events. 

Gesher Sacred Choices retreat. Our seventh 
graders dedicate a significant part of the 
year to the Sacred Choices program that 
promotes healthy discussions of issues 

relating to relationships and their bodies in a 
nonjudgmental environment.
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Early Childhood חנוך

Director of Early Childhood
Kathy Kaberon

Imagine a large extended family—
including 10 or 15 young cousins, 
gathering together every Friday evening 
to welcome Shabbat. Can’t you almost 
feel the love, the ruach (spirit), the energy 

and fun? Now step into our Early Childhood classrooms, where 
the yeladim (children) and their teachers enjoy this every week! 

Just like a family, our Shabbat celebrations have become part 
of the classroom ritual. Singing with Cantor Luck, braiding 
the sweet-smelling challah dough, watching the flickering 
flames, sipping the delicious grape juice, welcoming family as 
guests—all of these, each and every week, grow into a powerful 
experience that children will carry with them, associated with 
warm, fun-filled memories.

Learn more about opportunities for young families on page 10.

Melanie’s mommy is Shabbat guest—together 
they light the Shabbat candles.

On Grandparents & Special Friends Day, Rabbi 
London visits the G’dolim (four year old) class to 

share some words from the Torah. 

Our Kochavim (two year old) class sing Shabbat 
songs with Cantor Luck.

Pearl is “pretending” Shabbat in class. 

Every Friday the children receive a ball of dough 
to braid into a Shabbat challah. 

What a delicious-looking challah!

Mark Your Calendar! 
Beth Emet Community Retreat December 4-6, 2015 at OSRUI
Explore your spiritual self, get some R&R, and enjoy a beautiful Wisconsin setting on the shores of Lac La Belle.  Beth Emet 
members of all ages and generations will come together to celebrate Shabbat, enjoy meals, study sacred text, sing, experience 
a Shabbat at camp, and so much more! Watch for details coming this fall. 
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Early Childhood חנוך

Minister Brian Smith

Anointing the Streets of Evanston

“How wonderful it is 
that nobody needs to 
wait a single moment 

before starting to 
improve the world.”

-Anne Frank 

Over the years, Beth Emet has formed a 
special relationship with Second Baptist 
Church in Evanston. As we are both 
longstanding leaders in Evanston’s 
interfaith and social justice movements, 
we have partnered together on many 
initiatives to bridge understanding and 
deconstruct race and religious barriers in 
our community.

Last December, Minister Brian E. Smith 
of Second Baptist Church, Rabbi London,  
and members from both congregations, 
spent a winter’s Shabbat morning 
anointing the block around Beth Emet. In 
the piece below, Minister Smith shares how 
he is anointing the community, one block at 
a time.

Two years ago, we sat in a town hall 
community meeting at the Fleetwood 
Jourdain Center after a recent shooting in 
Evanston. Citizens were visibly concerned 
and fearful as they recounted how their 
neighborhoods had changed. Factors 
contributing to violence and criminal 
activity are multifaceted, encompassing a 
wide range of variables which include but 
are not limited to: familial disruptions, 
historical subjugation, economic 
inequities and barriers to education and 
housing. However, people of God must 
also develop a sensitivity and awareness 
of the undergirding spiritual forces of 
life. We are not free to ignore sin. We can 
regard sin as anything that separates us 
from God or limits the full flourishing 
of that which God has created and called 
good. During the meeting, a person stood 
up and boldly asked, “Where is God?” 
The statement stirred my spirit because 
I knew and understood my role as a 

minister was to demonstrate the answer 
to this question, especially in the places 
where God is needed most.

I approached the man who made the 
comment and talked to him about his 
question. Albert Gibbs was a long-time 
resident of Evanston who wanted to see 
positive change in his beloved community. 
As a new member to the community, I felt 
his anguish and concern, so we decided 
to begin to pray for our community. We 
began simply by walking around our own 
community block, anointing each corner 
with oil and speaking blessings upon the 
residents who lived in each home. Our 
anointing is based upon the scriptural 
records of anointing as recorded in the 
book of Exodus when God specifically 
directs Moses to anoint the Temple, the 
holy instruments and the designated 
leaders of worship. The ritual of anointing 
is an ancient process exercised across 
various religious traditions. Ancient 
shepherds brushed oil on the heads of 
their sheep to prevent parasitic insects 
from entering the ears of their livestock. 
The oil prevented insects from attaching 
themselves to the sheep’s head and 
entering their ears, thus protecting the 
sheep from harm. As a result, the process 
of anointing gradually became known 
as a sign of protection and ultimately 
sanctification. We anoint our communities 
now with the faith that God’s spirit is 
literally being stirred up for the protection 

and deliverance of our 
communities.

As people of God, we 
are called to serve all 
communities; many 
still divided along 
racial, socioeconomic 
and internal class lines 
with people who would 
rather be left alone, yet 
many of our brothers 
and sisters are suffering. 
We are confronted with 

responding to the question of “Where 
is God?” in response to the violence 
in this instance. However, violence is 
symptomatic to a subversive divisiveness 
within all our communities. I believe the 
divisiveness of the Churches, Synagogues, 
Mosques and other places of worship 
(not our lack of commitment) impacts 
our ability to transform the world. As 
a result, the question of where God is 
becomes the question of what God’s 
visible instruments are doing. It is also a 
Continued on page 14

early ch
ildhood

Help keep our kitchen 
stocked!
Though fresh 
ingredients are 
purchased by 
volunteers each 
week, there are 
many other operating costs that 
keep the Soup Kitchen going year 
after year—from maintenance and 
security, to supplies, laundry and 
food purchases. You can contribute 
to the effort by purchasing supplies 
on our Amazon Wish List! (Search 
for our Wish List by typing in Beth 
Emet Soup Kitchen.) Can’t decide 
what to buy? Make a tax-deductible 
monetary donation earmarked for 
the Soup Kitchen.
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Social Justice חנוך

Anointing the Streets of Evanston 
Continued from page 13 

question of whether healing, deliverance and provisions are 
present for the surrounding community. People of God should 
cause a community to flourish.

On December 20, 2014, members of Beth Emet gathered 
together with members of Second Baptist and other Christian 
believers to declare that we would operate in a spirit of unity, 
praying together to initiate the change that we want to see. We 
anointed the entire block upon which Beth Emet rests. It is a 
wonderful partnership, but we know that we must not become 
comfortable with singular, isolated acts of reverence. Prayer 
must become habitual. To date, our small group has anointed 
and blessed over 70 blocks throughout Evanston. Our hope is to 
bless the entire city of Evanston, block by block.

When we anoint the streets we allow ourselves to become 
instruments of God’s peace. There is no magic power in the oil. 

The blessings stem from a community that believes prayer to 
be a significant stirring of God’s presence on Earth. We walk in 
agreement, speaking blessings and life to our community. Our 
ritual of pouring oil physically represents our spiritual agreement. 
We join as a community of believers realizing that our prayers 
are significant, whether we pray in our homes, in our houses of 
worship or outside on the street corners. Join us in making a 
spiritual difference for our world.

Blessing the 70th Block
Congregant Bluma Stoller was part of the group who anointed the 
block around Beth Emet. In a letter to Rabbi London below, she 
eloquently shares what the communal experience meant to her. 

Dear Rabbi,

I felt blessed to have heard Minister Brian Smith’s inspirational 
words at Shabbat services; his dedication to bridging the 
gaps between religious communities and building strong, 
vibrant, lasting connections between members of Beth Emet 
and Second Baptist left me hopeful and energized. Dayenu! 
Then, he invited us to take our prayers out of the sanctuary on 
Shabbat evening and to bring them outside to the streets of 
Evanston.

So at 7a.m. yesterday, a cold Shabbat morning, I joined you, 
15 Beth Emet friends, Brian, his wife, Stephanie, and his 
friend, Al, outside the synagogue and helped bring our prayers 
outside. I was warmed by community, prayer and action as we 
walked around the Beth Emet block. We stopped, prayed, sang 
in English and Hebrew at the entrance to the synagogue and 
at each corner around the block; we shared personal thoughts, 

stories and laughter. This was the 70th block in Evanston to 
have been blessed and Brian plans to walk around and pray 
at each Evanston block, every corner with peace, hope and 
community. 

Yes, we were encouraged to take our prayers out of the 
Sanctuary and to bring them outside. And we were inspired 
and transformed by this action. Will we act upon Brian’s 
invitation to continue walking around the blocks of Evanston 
where we live, where we know friends live, where we know 
that healing and peace are needed? I certainly hope so. I know 
how much this Shabbat morning meant to me, how healing it 
felt, and how powerful it was to feel that I can take action for 
Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World, with others at Beth Emet 
and with the Evanston community.

Tzedek, Tzedek, Tirdof (Deuteronomy 16:20), Justice, Justice, 
You shall Pursue. 

Thank you, Andrea, for leading us in our pursuit of Tzedek in 
our synagogue, the community and the world. 

And with Brian’s instruction, I say, “Amen”.

Bluma

Center for  
Jewish Mindfulness

Jewish Mindfulness Meditation  
with Rabbi Jordan Bendat-Appell  

meets at Beth Emet  
every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.  

No RSVP required.  
For more information visit www.jewishmindfulness.net 

or email Jordan@jewishspirituality.org.
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Social Justice חנוך

In early March, Director of Youth Programs Abigail Backer 
traveled to Washington D.C. with seven Beth Emet teens to 
participate in the L’Taken Social Justice Seminar. L’Taken is 
run by the Religious Action Center, the lobbying branch of the 
Union for Reform Judaism.

Throughout the weekend, 300 Reform Jewish teens from 
around the country are exposed to a wide variety of social 
justice issues and explore the underlying Jewish values that 
can inform our advocacy. Students choose topics they want to 
learn more about, ranging from climate change to campaign 
finance to gun violence prevention and everything in between. 
L’Taken culminates in lobby visits to each group’s respective 

Congressional District 
in which the students 
share speeches that 
they prepared on a 
social justice issue of 
their choosing. 

Not surprisingly, the 
Beth Emet students 
prepared and delivered 
thoughtful and 
passionate remarks 
to their legislators 
on Capitol Hill. 
They met with 
representatives from 
the offices of Senators 
Kirk and Durbin and Representative Schakowsky. The female 
participants spoke about the need for comprehensive sexuality 
education and the impact of Beth Emet’s Gesher curriculum on 
their identity and opinions. The male participants advocated 
for people with disabilities and urged their legislators to pass 
an international treaty (CRPD) that would impact the rights 
and dignity of people with disabilities around the globe. Abigail 
said, “It was such a proud moment for me to see the teens rise 
to the challenge of lobbying their legislators. They spoke with 
eloquence and determination that continues to inspire me and 
leaves me feeling hopeful about the future of our nation.”

Beth Emet’s Soup Kitchen, serving a healthy meal to more than 100 community members each 
week, relies on volunteers, donors, and local businesses to make this mitzvah possible. For the 
past 11 years, Heavenly Hearth Bread Co in Wilmette has been graciously donating fresh bread 
for guests to enjoy as part of their dinner. After 20 years in the bread business, the shop will 
be shutting off the ovens and closing its doors in June. Thank you Heavenly Hearth; the Soup 
Kitchen is grateful for your ongoing generosity and we will miss you.

Beth Emet Soup Kitchen welcomes in-kind donations from food service or paper 
goods vendors. If you know of anyone who can help, please contact Jessie Macdonald at 
bethemetsoupkitchen@bethemet.org. 

L’Taken

We Give Thanks for Bread

Beth Emet teens after visit to Senator Mark 
Kirk’s Office(From the left: Rosa Iglarsh, 

Alyssa Coffey, Micah Miller, Emma Milner-
Gorvine, Joey Finnegan, Hannah Coffey 

and Eli Hartman-Seeskin)

Make some time to do a mitzvah!
Volunteer on a Wednesday night at Beth Emet’s Soup Kitchen!  We’re scheduling volunteers for the summer months to 
prepare and serve food, and to join the clean-up crew. We hope to see you sometime in June, July, or August!

Can’t commit to a Wednesday night but still want to do a mitzvah? Provide guests with sweet treats! We are always looking for 
individuals and families to make homemade baked goods.

Sign up to volunteer or to bring baked goods by emailing Soup Kitchen Volunteer coordinator, Jessie Macdonald, at 
bethemetsoupkitchen@bethemet.org or by calling 847-869-4230 ext. 333.

During the L’Taken Social Justice Seminar, teens Hannah and Alyssa 
Coffey, Emma Milner-Gorvine, Rosa Iglarsh, Joey Finnegan, Micah 
Miller and Eli Hartman-Seeskin hold individual candles during the 

Havdallah ceremony at the Jefferson Memorial. 

Social Justice
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Philanthropy תרומה

Steve Johnson, a Chicago 
Tribune columnist, once wrote a list of 
things he’d rather endure than a WBEZ 
pledge drive. They included: oral surgery, 
airport nachos, the Hillside Strangler, 
Fran Drescher’s laugh, secondhand smoke, 
Shania Twain, someone else’s screaming 
baby, or even the Hillside Strangler at rush 
hour in a car containing Fran Drescher, and 
Shania Twain’s screaming baby. 

At the Mitzvah Appeal event BBQ, Booze, 
and Bonfire, I stood in the back yard of 
a gorgeous house in the dark, shivering 
in my coat on a cool fall night, and did 
something many people have a hard time 
doing: asking for money. When Mitzvah 
Appeal co-chair Greg Wintroub left a 
message asking me to do “The Ask,” I 
thought I’d conveniently forget to return 
his call. I would prefer someone else’s 
screaming baby than “do” an Ask! But I 
thought about it briefly and changed my 
mind because Beth Emet means so much 
to me and my family. Doing “The Ask” 
was actually pretty easy. 

During Sukkot I hosted 15 Beth Emet 
third graders in our sukkah where their 
teacher conducted a lesson that included 
making sukkah cookies. They were SO 
cute. Leor, my 17-year-old, and my 
husband Kerry were away for the weekend 
looking at colleges, and Micah, 14, was in 
his room doing homework and listening 
to LOUD music. I felt nostalgic for those 
early times with my children at Beth Emet.

But just 15 minutes after the kids had 
left, there I was, driving Micah to Beth 
Emet to learn about Chicago’s tzedakah 
organizations and then replying to an 
email about a BESSY planning meeting 
(Leor’s on the board), sending in forms for 
the kids to go to Second City, and calling 
my dad about the Kol Emet cabaret event 

in a couple of weeks. In a decade, my kids 
have gone from sukkah cookies to Second 
City, and Beth Emet is still a central part 
of our lives. 

Ask yourself the following questions:

• Do you often think “this week I’m going 
to make it to Friday night services or 
Kahal” but it hasn’t happened…yet?

• Are many—or some—of your friends 
Beth Emet members? 

• Do you tear up when Arik and Sari sing 
together?

• Do you attend High Holiday services?

• Have you helped out at the soup 
kitchen?

• Has Rabbi London presided at a bris, 
bat mitzvah or burial for your family?

• Does realizing that Cantor Luck’s High 
Holiday kippah resembling a chef ’s 
hat distract from or exacerbate your 
rumbling stomach?

• Do you feel good that your rabbi holds 
several national leadership positions, is 
devoted to building bridges between 
Muslims, Christians and Jews, has 
organized a yoga minyan, and could 
tutor you in Applied Mathematics if you 
needed her to?

• Have you ever taken an Israeli politics 
class or any of the classes Beth Emet 
offers?

• Do you complain about the 
uncomfortable seats in the Sanctuary?

• Did or do your kids go to preschool or 
Hebrew school at Beth Emet?

• Do you wonder whether Butch ever 
leaves the building?

My answer to each of these questions 
is yes. But if you answered “yes” to even 
one question, then Beth Emet plays an 

important role in your life. 

To our family, Beth Emet isn’t 1224 
Dempster Street. It’s where we find 
friendship, have fun, feel spiritual, engage 
intellectually and mark our lifecycle 
events. It’s there when we need it and 
when we just want it. There are weeks 
when we’re constantly pulling into the 
parking lot and weeks when we just drive 
by on the way to Trader Joe’s. Because it’s 
there, we can take it for granted. One of 
the most powerful things Leor has said 
to us (this was at 1:00 a.m. a year-and-a-
half ago on his return from the Sankofa 
civil rights trip) was, “Thanks, you guys, 
for raising me Jewish and belonging to 
Beth Emet. I can’t imagine being Jewish 
anywhere else.” 

I think each of us, whether we have been 
members for decades or days, is enriched 
by Beth Emet in one way or another. We 
are Beth Emet.

The Ask

Nina Kavin 

Support Beth Emet with 
every purchase you make 
from Amazon! 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same 
prices, same service. 

Begin by going to www.smile.
amazon.com. Log in to your Amazon 
account with your regular user name 
and password. Choose Beth Emet 
Foundation Inc. as your charitable 
organization of choice. Browse and 
purchase your items, and Beth Emet 
will receive 0.5% of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchase.
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Community and Events

B.E. a Neighbor 

Nina and 
Ross hosted a 
delightful group 
of four couples. 
Though my 
husband Steve 
and I knew Nina 
and Ross, no one 
else knew each 
other—at least not by name. We shared stories and interests, and 
had many things in common— including that we all have (or 
had) dogs, and at one time or another some of us think we  may 
have  seen each other out walking our dogs in the neighborhood. 
We had no idea we were all members at Beth Emet! It was such a 
wonderful evening of drinks, desserts, and nonstop conversation.

–Elaine Lev

B.E. Neighbors Hosted by Nina Vinik and Ross Bricker

B.E. Neighborhood #37

A lot of 
members at 
our B.E. a 
Neighbor 
event joined 
Beth Emet in 
recent years, 
and as a result, 
welcomed the 
opportunity to meet other congregants. We spent time as a group 
introducing ourselves to each other—many people discovered that 
they had connections they didn’t realize. The consensus was that 
we should plan something for the summer, possibly at Ravinia. We 
were all appreciative to the committee for organizing!

–Ellen Feldman

Hosted by Ellen and Matt Feldman and  
Diane and Karl Berolzheimer

B.E. Neighborhood #23 

Relational Judaism
Bekki Harris Kaplan

A hot topic today in the synagogue 
world is “Relational Judaism”—
transforming old models of Jewish 
institutions into relational communities. 

Ron Wolfson’s game changing book of the same name, 
published in 2013, sheds light on how Judaism itself has a lot 
to do with relationships: Relationships between Jews, between 
Jews and others, between Jews and Judaism, between Jews and 
God, and more. Programs and gimmicks don’t drive Jews to 
connect—it’s about the relationships.  

At Beth Emet we take this seriously and have many initiatives 
in the works to keep us focused on that which is important. 
This past spring brought the launch of B.E. a Neighbor, an 
opportunity to localize Beth Emet by bringing members 
together by neighborhoods to make connections, build 
relationships, and deepen engagement with one another. 
More than 40 groups were created involving every member 
household, and to date we have heard many wonderful success 

stories from first events (see below to hear from a few).  If you 
have not yet connected with your group, please let me know.

Facilitating engagement is another important initiative—
ensuring that those who want to get involved with Beth Emet 
know how to do so, finding ways for members to engage 
with one another with similar interests, and/or providing 
opportunities to communicate this all in a way that is accessible 
and flexible. Watch in the coming months for more details.

Whether it be through the greeters program on Friday nights 
ensuring that everyone is welcomed and has someone to talk to 
when here for services, integrating new members into the life 
of the congregation and/or finding ways for those who have 
been members for a long time to re-engage, and/or wearing 
name tags on the holidays—it’s all important and will make a 
difference in the life of our congregation. Please let me know if 
you are interested in getting involved. We would love to have 
your voice in this important work.
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Chugs Enhance Jewish Life Inside and Outside The Synagogue 
One Chug’s Story

For Beth Emet members 
who may be undecided 

about attending an event with the newly 
created B.E. a Neighbor groups, permit 
me to share the story of my chug (interest 
group) that has been in existence for over 
40 years—which is very similar to what’s 
being created now through this initiative.

Our chug has provided the eleven-member 
families with 40 years of meaningful 
friendships while performing mitzvot, 
celebrating holidays, participating in 
synagogue activities and marking both 
happy and sad life cycle events, just like an 
extended family. The chug, in truth serves 
as a framework to guide us in continuing 
to live a Jewish way of life both inside and 
outside of the synagogue. 

How We Began

Because chugs were relatively new 40 years 
ago, the guidelines were to get a group 
together that we would be comfortable 
sharing meaningful times, choose a name, 
and develop a programming approach. My 
chug chose the name “The Creative Arts 
chug”—don’t ask me why—but in time 
it was clear that one of the most creative 
aspect of everything we plan involves what 
we eat: Ergo “creative eating!” 

Kidding aside, as I reflect on 40 plus 
years, I am so proud of what our chug 
means to each of us and how we continue 
to contribute to our synagogue, to our 
community, and to one another’s lives.  To 
this day we’ve never had a formal leader 
but rather we alternate planning activities. 
In the early years we did many things with 
our children like Chanukah or Purim 
celebrations. We also did seasonal things 
like a BBQ or a special educational program 
like our trip to the U.S. Holocaust Museum 
in Washington shortly after it opened. 
Often we get together for a purely social 

reason like celebrating 
milestone birthdays. 
And when there’s a 
health issue or loss in 
a member‘s family, 
we join forces and do 
whatever is needed: 
hospital visits, meals, 
food trays, leading 
services, etc. Today 
our agendas remain 
pretty similar.

Synagogue Service

Beyond attending 
services, participating in leadership 
activities was important to all of us, plus 
we knew that we had the muscle of the 
chug to help us accomplish whatever 
responsibilities we assumed. 

Our chug was the innovator of the Beth 
Emet auction, initially commandeered by 
the late Jack Gelfond along with Richard 
Sawislak and Joel Wineberg. The entire 
chug worked tirelessly for many years to 
drive this annual event until eventually 
we enlisted new participants so the 
auction could continue with or without 
our involvement. 

The result: The auction delivered years 
of excellent financial returns for the 
synagogue while also providing years of 
fun-filled social evenings for members 
and their friends.

Three Creative Arts chug members: Joel 
Wineberg, Phillip Bashook, and the 
late Ed Yalowitz all served as Beth Emet 
Presidents. Many others in our chug served 
as treasurer, secretary, Foundation chair 
and head of the education committee, and 
every chug member without exception, 
served several terms on the Board of 
Trustees. Susan Frolichstein and  

Toby Sawislak sang in our choir for many 
years and Nancy Yalowitz continues as 
part of this musical group. 

In recent years we have been especially 
proud of fellow member Nancy Bashook 
who was, and still is, one of the guiding 
lights of our successful soup kitchen. 
While our chug has remained intact, 
not all members are still at Beth Emet. 
Unforeseen circumstances—business 
relocations, financial issues, illness, deaths, 
and even children in different synagogues 
necessitated some to changed affiliations. 
But these members remain integral to our 
personal lives and active in our Jewish way 
of life no matter where they pray.  

Join a Chug

For those of you who are in a chug, I can 
only wish for you the rich relationships 
that have resulted from having been and 
continuing to be part of this wonderful 
circle of friends. If you are not in a chug, I 
strongly suggest that you join one or create 
a new one. And if nothing else—make sure 
you participate in your B.E. a Neighbor 
events!  Belonging to one of these will 
enrich the meaning of your Beth Emet 
membership as well as your overall Jewish 
commitment more than you can imagine. 

Muriel Glick



Page 19

Community and Events

Proud But Concerned:  
A Reform Jewish Student Reflects on Israel’s Elections

Liora London 
Beth Emet’s own Liora London is currently 
on the URJ’s NFTY-EIE High School 
experience in Israel. On March 23, she 
wrote a piece on Israel’s elections for the 
program’s blog: 

One of the reasons I wanted to come 
to Israel this semester was to witness 
Israel’s elections. They were exciting, 
and I am thrilled that I had the chance 
to experience them firsthand. Over 
the past couple of months I have seen 
countless advertisements on YouTube 
and on billboards across the country. I 
also witnessed a surprising amount of 
campaigning, including at the Jerusalem 
Marathon, where people from many 
political parties walked around handing 
out stickers, balloons and flyers to every 
person they saw. I have particularly 
valued being able to learn, in the heart of 
an election campaign, about the structure 
of Israel’s government and how it is 
formed and functions.

The outcome of this election was a huge 
shock for me, as it was for most others 

who had been watching the polls. In the 
final days before voting, most people 
predicted that the Zionist Union would 
get several more seats than Likud. 
Instead, the final vote count showed that 
Likud had won 30 seats and the Zionist 
Union had won 24, meaning that, for 
the next four years, or until the next 
election, Benjamin Netanyahu is likely 
to continue as Israel’s prime minister. 
Some have speculated that this surprising 
result was due to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s announcement just before 
Election Day that, under his leadership, 
no Palestinian state would be created. 
The announcement may have motivated 
supporters of other right-wing parties to 
shift their support to Likud.

I am worried by the election results. Prior 
to the election I saw the opportunity for 
Israel to make some beneficial changes. 
But with the same leadership and Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s recent tweet about 
fear of Arabs voting in large numbers, I 
am concerned. I believe that Israel has 

a moral and strategic need to end the 
occupation and halt the construction of 
settlements, and that in order to create 
peace between Israel and Palestine and 
ensure security for people on both sides, 
territorial compromises must be reached.

Besides the issue of peace and security, 
the longer Israel refuses to reach a just 
settlement of the conflict with the 
Palestinians, the more likely that other 
governments will impose sanctions on 
Israel. This would be detrimental to 
Israel’s economy and would make the 
country more internationally isolated. 
I care deeply for Israel and want it to 
prosper, but I fear that Israel’s current 
policies make the country only more 
vulnerable in the long term. As a 
committed and involved Jew, however, I 
will not let my disappointment stop me 
from continuing to be engaged on issues 
affecting the future of Israel’s democracy 
and making my voice heard.

Shabbat 5775: Weekly Reflections to  
Welcome Shabbat
Shabbat: a day of rest, a day to unplug, a day of peace, a day to celebrate with 
community and be with those we love. This year at Beth Emet, we have been 
exploring the meaning of Shabbat and how it can have a positive impact on us 
individually, and as a community.

Each Friday during 5775, we have been sending a weekly email sharing a short 
reflection about Shabbat. Congregants have shared their extraordinary personal 
stories, prayers, anecdotes, poetry, and prose. To catch up on past reflections please 
visit www.bethemet.org/shabbat-5775.html. If you are interested in contributing to 
this community writing project, please contact Stacey Robinson at  
stacey.z.robinson@gmail.com.
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Hank and Emily Neuberger celebrated the marriage of their 
daughter Jamie to Eli Litoff.

Kathy and Dan Kaberon celebrated the marriage of their son 
Ben to Billie Hall.

Reid and Jill Perlman welcomed the birth of their grandson, 
Luca David Alberto Pagliarulo.

Rudy and Al Lubov welcomed the birth of their grandchildren, 
Jonah Lubov Bryan and Marley Rosen.

Sandie and Bob Morgan welcomed the birth of their 
granddaughter, Camilla Jane Morgan.

Nikki and David Zarefsky welcomed the birth of their 
granddaughters, Marni Kinneret Young and Eliana Jordyn Young.

Sandy and Bob Cutler welcomed the birth of their 
granddaughter, Madelyn Jane Cohn.

Ann and Mark Feldman welcomed the birth of their 
granddaughter, Naomi Feldman Sholtes.

Marci Dickman and Ralph Schwartz are pleased to share that 
their son, Ari Schwartz, became engaged to Tal Paz.

Karin and Harvey Kelber welcomed the birth of their 
grandson, Eitan Joseph Revivo, son of Rachel and Gadi Revivo.

Wendy and Harry Yablon celebrated the marriage of their 
daughter Samantha to Michael Haney.

Jessie and DouglasMacdonald welcomed the birth of their 
granddaughter Isla Ever Macdonald.

Phyllis Mitzen was recently granted the National Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the National Association of Social 
Workers (NASW) for her contributions to elder care social work.  

Benetta Mansfield was recently appointed as Board Chair on 
the National Board of Directors of AVODAH: The Jewish 
Service Corps.  

In the Beth Emet Family (ThroughApril)

Book Review
Sophie Black 

The Safe Deposit 
Box and Other 
Stories about 
Grandparents, Old 
Lovers, and Crazy 

Old Men. Edited by Kerry M. Olitzky.

Masterworks of Jewish Writing Series, 
issued in conjunction with the Center 
for the Study of the American Jewish 
Experience, Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Hebrew 
Union College, 1989.

This is a book of short stories dedicated 
to the issues that are part of the aging 
process. It was given to me by my dear 
friend, Fay Lipschultz. I am most grateful 
to her, because I can personally identify 

with the contents. Some 
the writers from whom 
material is included are 
Isaac Bashevis Singer, 
Grace Paley, Anna 
Yerzierska, and Edna 
Ferber. Most of the others 

are not as well known, but every one of 
them created a tale that is cogent, well-
written, and to the point. All of the writers 
were Jewish, and all stories were written in 
the classic mode during the last century.

And what are they all about? Aging has 
many aspects, such as illness, loneliness, fear, 
and anxiety, to name a few. However, the 
essence of life goes on, and we are exposed 
in superb, creative writing to the needs that 

are part and parcel of the human condition. 
Thus we rejoice with them all, as they go on 
living, while waiting for the inevitable end.

At the same time it may not always be easy 
to agree with what they do or what they 
say. However, as we continue to read we 
become aware that each part of human 
life has a purpose. Olitzky’s compilation 
of stories is uplifting, because it gives us an 
honest and true portrait of human beings, 
who continue to stick to the premise that 
life is for the living. So are his comments in 
the Afterword on Biblical, Talmudic, and 
Jewish interpretations on the meaning and 
responsibilities of life. We close the book 
feeling that we have gotten to know real 
people, and we are glad for the encounters.

Bruce Gordon  
Memorial Library
Our Bruce Gordon Memorial Library has 
undergone some significant changes and 
we welcome you to come in and become 
familiar with this special space within 
Beth Emet.

Many volumes that were taking space 

that could be used for more relevant and 
newer books were offered to congregants 
at two Bookfests, buried in the geniza if 
appropriate, and donated to an outside 
literacy organization, Open Books.

Though the card catalog remains as a 
reminder of the Library’s past, it has not 
been updated to reflect the changes in 
our collection.  The books that are on 

the shelves for circulation all have been 
entered into a computer system; checking 
out books has been made very easy…just 
follow the simple instructions at the desk!  
We will send a friendly follow up after a 
month if books in circulation have not 
been returned.

Please come in and enjoy our 
“reconstituted” Library; it belongs to you.
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The conference for professionals and lay people, is underwritten 
by the Naomi Ruth Cohen Institute (NRCI) at the Chicago 
School of Professional Psychology.

Michele Nealon-Woods, President of the Chicago School of 
Professional Psychology, notes progress against stigma has been 
made but the road ahead is still long.

“We have a responsibility to redirect our conversations and actions 
toward promoting well-being instead of reinforcing the stigma 
that prevents so many from seeking the mental health treatment 
they need and deserve,” says Nealon-Woods. “With raised 
awareness of mental health issues, we have opened the doors to 
treatment for a vastly underserved segment of our population.

“Yet, we have such a long way to go. We simply must continue 
to work together to increase the well-being of all people, 
regardless of cultural and educational backgrounds and their 
socio-economic status. In doing so, we will change the lives of 
generations to come.”

 Larry and Marilyn Cohen founded the institute in 2002.  
“We are so pleased to have the support of Beth Emet for the 
fourteenth year as we try to erase the stigma of mental illness. 
Our conference is designed to inform, teach, and learn more 
about this important issue. This knowledge will help attendees 
and others fight stigma and become advocates for change.”

Three panelists will speak at the event: Rev. Cheryl T. Magrini, 
Ph.D., and chair of the National Depression and Bipolar 
Support Alliance; Patrick Corrigan, Psy.D., and principal 
investigator of the National Consortium for Stigma and 
Empowerment (funded by the National Institute of Mental 
Health), and former Bolingbrook, Ill., Police Commander 
Chris Prochut and partner of Drew Peterson, imprisoned for 
killing his third wife, Kathleen Savio, and suspected in the 

disappearance of his fourth wife. Intense stress prompted Prochut 
to leave the Bolingbrook force. He now lectures on mental health 
awareness and trains police on suicide prevention.

Dr. Corrigan says, “Stigma is not just erasing the prejudice of 
discrimination of mental illness. It is promoting attitudes and 
behavior that reflect recovery and self-determination.” Dr. 
Magrini adds clinicians must care for themselves, too. “You are 
not being selfish or self-indulgent to take care of yourself. It is 
your responsibility personally and professionally to take care of 
your physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual self – not only 
for clinicians but for everyone who is in a helping profession 
and role.”

There will be 18 discussion groups after the presentations. We 
are so pleased to have Rabbi London speak on “Spirituality: 
Finding Meaning In Crisis.” Pastor Emeritus Father Robert 
Oldershaw, St. Nicolas Roman Catholic Church will join Rabbi 
London in this discussion. 

For the first time this year, continuing education credits are offered 
for psychologists along with CEU’s and IAODAPCA CEU’s.

The cost of the conference is $50 ($55 after May 20) Full 
scholarships are available. For further information or if you 
would like to volunteer the day of the conference, please call the 
conference hotline at 847-869-4230 ext. 335  or visit  
www.naomicoheninstitute.org.

Community and Events

Beth Emet Hosts the 14th Annual  
Naomi Ruth Cohen Institute for Mental Health Education Conference: 
Understanding and Overcoming the Stigma of Mental Illness
Sunday, June 7 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Professionals to speak on stigma’s continued harm and ways to combat and overcome it
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Yizkor Elohim (August 15, 2014-March 31, 2015)
Mindel Suby, mother of Elsa Machabanski 
Irving Walchirk, brother of Victor 
Walchirk and uncle of Debbie Kaplan
Evelyn Kaufman, friend of Susan and 
Lawrence Aaron 
Ruth Feld, grandmother of  
Rebecca Weiss-Coleman 
Phillip Gross, uncle of Stacey Robinson 
Miriam Zarefsky, mother of David Zarefsky
William Lattin, grandfather of Tracey Felt 
Ben Kessler, father of Debbie Kaplan, 
grandfather of Matt and Seth Kaplan
Sandra Meyer, aunt of Donald Spak
Benita Masters, mother Doug Masters 
Frank Feder, father of Heidi Meredith  
Larry Bressler, nephew of Carol Hirsch 
Denise Bressler, niece of Carol Hirsch 
Dolores Lachman, aunt of Stephen Galler 
Eddie Barriga, nephew of Kerah Sandler 
and Felipe Caro
Fanny Morris, grandmother of  
Susan Bederman
Martin van Gelder, uncle of Sydney Blattner 
Stephen Hamburger
Barbara Oliver, grandmother of Zach and 
Andy Oliver  
Carolyn Kobrynski Ahrens, mother of 
Deana Kobrynski

Dorothy Garofalo, mother of Adam Salamon  
Lawrence Linn, brother of Ed Linn  
Robert F. Stavinoga, husband of  
Pamela Stavinoga
Shelley Lazarus, sister of Stephan Steinhart  
Elsa Spitz, mother of Ron Spitz  
Betty Harrison Aranov, aunt of Bob Render  
James Chandler  
Norma Hysen, cousin of Lee Weintraub  
Mayer Eisenstein, father of Jordana Rosen  
Elizabeth Lee, daughter-in-law of  
Corinne Lee  
Richard Boulanger, uncle of Sarah Chavkin 
Sandi Cohen, sister of George Pfeifer and 
aunt of Jeremy Pfeifer
Joseph Scher, father of Julie Scher  
Joan Peters Caro, stepmother of Mark Caro
Shirley Levin, sister of Florence Jacobson  
Rose Krischer, mother of Linda Morris 
Larry Davis, brother of Barbara Keer and 
cousin of Francine Rabin 
Mitchell Root, uncle of Wendy Yablon  
Carolyn Axelrod, mother of Richard Axelrod  
Oscar Liskar, father of Nancy Liskar 
Harold Strum, uncle of Elizabeth Strum 
Idelle Kerzner, beloved Beth Emet teacher 
Rhoda Bearman, mother of  
Kenneth Bearman 

Suzanne Golden, sister of Mickey Resnick 
Daniel Snyder, cousin of Susan Melczer
Lolita Morris, mother of Barry Hackner
Ronald Golbus, nephew of Ada Golbus  
Lillian Mazur, grandmother of  
Amy Milner-Gorvine  
Zita Friedman, great aunt of Sharon Ephraim 
Miriam Saywitz, mother of Mitchell Saywitz
Abe Vinik, father of Nina Vinik
Lawrence Sukenic, father of Lisa Sukenic 
Shirley Ungerleider, aunt of Barb Wertico
Jay Hurwitz, father of Scott Hurwitz
Gerald Gordon, father of Karen Gordon, 
Miriam Cohen, Phyllis Cohen-Marshall and 
Michael Cohen 
Anita Levine, mother of Larry Levine 
Peter Wagner, brother-in-law of Carol and 
Jerry Burin 
Carol Lulkin, wife of Sheffee Lulkin
L. William Teweles, father of Tracy Teweles
Roger Newberry, brother-in-law of  
Clark Ellithorpe 
Norman Smeerin, father of Laurie Kabb
Velma Sacks, sister of Ina Grodzin

This past winter  
Eric Berman joined the 
Beth Emet staff as the 
Educational Programs 
Administrator, the 
position previously 

held by Debbie Gilbert. Eric brings a 
wealth of synagogue experience as he is 
on the faculty at Or Shalom (in Vernon 
Hills) and is an active leader in the 
congregation. His professional experience 
includes marketing, copy editing, project 
management and web development with 
EB Sound Marketing for more than 
a decade, and has extensive computer 
experience and strong administrative and 
organizational skills. Eric works closely on 
all our educational programs and can be 
reached at eberman@bethemet.org or by 
calling 847-869-4230 extension 308. 

Debbie Gilbert has 
moved into the role of 
Beth Emet’s Finance 
Manager replacing 
Cheryl Coyne. She 
brings with her more 

than 20 years of bookkeeping experience 
(including working at two other area 
congregations). While she loved her two 
and half years working in the Lifelong 
Learning department, she has enjoyed 
the challenge of getting back into the 
“numbers game.” Debbie is happy to help 
with any of your accounting questions; 
she can be reached at dgilbert@bethemet.
org  or 847-869-4230 extension 302. 

In February, Beth Emet 
welcomed BESSY 
Advisor, Libby Fisher.  
A recent graduate of 
University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign with a B.A. in 
Religion and a Minor in Music, Libby 
is excited to work in such a vibrant 
congregation as she hopes to pursue a 
career in the rabbinate. She has spent 12 
summers at URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union 
Institute as both a camper and a staff 
member, and was the Rosh Eidah (Unit 
Head) of Kallah summer 2014. 

New Faces (and one job switch) at Beth Emet
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One of the recognizable names in the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, Gershon Baskin, 

spoke at Beth Emet in November. He provided 
candid insights on the numerous failures and 
success of Operation Protective Edge (Israel’s 
Summer War in Gaza), and lessons learned 

from his years of first hand experience advising 
Israeli, Palestinian, and International Prime 
Ministers on the Middle East Peace Process.

Beth Emet’s Saturday morning Kahal service turned 18, and on October 24 we celebrated with a festive Kahal Chai! weekend of music, worship, and 
fun featuring Cantor Klepper, Cantor Luck, Rabbi London, Rabbi Knobel and many former Kahal service leaders. On Saturday night we had a Sing-a-long 

and Schmooze-fest and pretended we were at camp—we sang, ate yummy desserts, and caught up with old friends and made new ones.

Kol Emet: The Jewish Music Project welcomed 
Spider Saloff, award winning cabaret and jazz 

singer, to Beth Emet early this spring. She 
performed a program of cabaret music by 

Jewish composers who used their Jewish roots 
to express themselves in their composition. 

Professor Jesse Rosenberg gave a  pre-concert 
lecture on these composers, as well as the 
influence of Jewish melodies on cabaret. 

Beth Emet Tzedakah Fund
Beth Emet’s Tzedakah Fund supports 
Jewish and secular causes, organizations, 
and projects that promote justice, 
equality, and social well being. Over 
the past 28 years, nearly 80 nonprofit 
organizations locally and around the 
globe, have received support from 
donations made to the Fund.

According to the Torah and subsequent 
Jewish law, every Jew is obligated to 
extend a helping hand to a person in 
need. Tzedakah (righteous giving) 
is at the very heart of who we are 
as Jews; it is one of the 613 mitzvot 
(commandments) we live by. We do not 
provide charity out of acts of kindness 
alone, we perform acts of Tzedakah as 
we seek to create a just world.

Congregational Shabbat Service and Potluck Lunch at Lighthouse Beach Shelter  
(2611 Sheridan Road in Evanston) Saturday, August 1 at 9:30 a.m.

Congregants of all ages are invited to worship and share in a vegetarian potluck lunch at 
the serene setting of Lighthouse Beach picnic shelter, located just north of the parking lot 
at 2611 Sheridan Road in Evanston. If weather is questionable, please check the home 
page of Beth Emet’s website.  

Beth Emet will supply main dish and drinks for the festive vegetarian potluck lunch 
following services, but please bring a side dish, salad, or desert to share (enough that 
would feed 10 people). Young families are encouraged to attend (babysitting available). 

Please note there will be no Kahal or Shabbat Morning Minyan service at Beth Emet.
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Family Issues Aging Task Force (FIAT) Intergenerational Book Club
FIAT kicked off it’s first meeting of the Intergenerational Book Club in April with 
a discussion on Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by award 
winning author and Harvard surgeon, Atul Gawande. The book delves into the crisis 
we are facing in caring for older adults and others facing the end of life. He offers 
international perspectives as well as local alternative solutions to creating better care 
for those who need it most. 

Congregant Dr. Sharon Welbel and Nancy Flowers of Rainbow Hospice led the 
discussion on how this book relates to our own lives and families, and what we can 
do for those in our congregation who are facing the very concerns Dr. Gawande 
presents. Be on the look out for our next book club selection soon!

FIAT also celebrated Older Americans Month with a special Shabbat the first 
weekend in May. Beth Emet’s Family Issues Aging Task Force has launched a multi-
year focus on aging and took this opportunity to recognize, raise awareness, and 
engage the community to make a positive impact on the lives of others. Martha 
Holstein, author of the new book Women in Late Life, professor of heath care 
ethics, and facilitator of FIAT’s monthly Explorations of Our Changing Selves, a Tea 
and Discussion of Women 60 and Over delivered a D’var Torah titled Claiming My 
Identity: Old, a Women, and Jewish. After services, individuals and families of all 
ages enjoyed a festive dinner together. 

To learn more about FIAT programs, visit Beth Emet online at www.bethemet.org.

Fran Abramson and Lauren Abramson

Abigail Backer   

Arica and Matthew Barton  
Children: Beri, Clara, and June

Lisa Belgrad  
Child: Jamie   

Jacques and Marit Bohbot  
Children: Danica and Lea 

Leland Chait  
Child: Abraham   

Kevin Dixler  
Children: Kyle and Mia  

Michael Dorn   

Caryn Etkin and Kevin Davis  
Children: Dylan and Justin

Lindsay and Scott Emalfarb  
Child: Elexis 

Ben and Anna Fogel  

Bob and Judy Gould 

Shelley and Arthur Green

Lauren and David Grossman  
Children: Ezra and Arlo  

Wynne Harrison 
Children: Liore and Margea 

Mark Ingwer  
Child: Jacob

Eitan and Veronika Israeli  
Children: Abigail and Ron  

Laurie Kabb 
Children: Jonathan and Zachary  

Deborah and Michael Kaplan 

Marcia and Stuart Kipnis  
Child: Liam   

Henry and Martha Konover 
Children: Brian, David, and Olivia 

Mark and Eileen Koslen 

Ken Krimstein and Alex Sinclair  
Children: Milo, Noah, and Ruby 

Wendi Kromash   

Rebekah Kunes 
Children: Baila and P. Dane 

Ed and Joan Magin  

Gregg Pasternack and Deborah Skydell 
Child: Anna   

Sarah Price and Lance Labno  
Children: Avery and Romy  

Francine Rabin

Jaime and Adam Rappoport  
Children: Jonah and Leo  

Mat Rappaport and Shana Stein 
Children: Aviva and Liora  

Daniel and Emily Render  

Andrew Ross and Shari Roth 
Children: Carly and Rachel  

Stacy Singer  
Children: Marianna and Sophia  

Brian and Julie Stone  
Child: Layla   

Gillian Wolf   

Eric and Shaina Young  
Children: Fiona, Ivy, and Ronan 

Community and Events

Welcome New Members

FIAT Intergenerational Book Group.
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B’nai M
itzvah

Rachel Orenstein 
Daughter of Susan Laws 
and Michael Orenstein 
February 14, 2015

Hi! My name is Rachel 
Orenstein, and I’m in 

seventh grade at Chute Middle School. 
My favorite subjects are math and P.E. I 
also like to listen to music and hang out 
with my friends.

For my bat mitzvah project, a friend and 
I are making friendship bracelets and 
selling them. The money we raise is going 
to the PAWS animal shelter. I chose this 
project because I love animals, and I 
wanted to help them. My favorite part 
of the project was visiting the shelter in 
Lincoln Park.

I’m looking forward to having a bat 
mitzvah at Beth Emet because I will be 
more involved in the community and I 
will be considered a Jewish adult.

B’nai Mitzvah בני מצוה

Jake Kaufman 
son of Amy Katzoff and 
Gary Kaufman 
March 14, 2015

Hello! My name is Jake 
Kaufman. I am 13 years old and attend 
Haven Middle School.  My favorite 
subject is math. When I am out of school 
I like to play video games, sports, and 
hang out with my friends.  I also play the 

Kyla Pearlman 
daughter of Eden Juron 
and Neal Pearlman 
March 14, 2015

Hi, I’m Kyla Pearlman.  I 
am a seventh grader at Nichols Middle 
School.  At school, my favorite subject is 
language arts because I like to write and 
read. When I am not at school I like to play 
lacrosse (lax) and do circus arts. I like to 
play lax because it keeps me active and fit. I 
also like circus because it makes me unique 
and it is really fun! For my mitzvah project 
I am making friendship bracelets for kids 
that are in the hospital. I want to make their 
day brighter.  I am looking forward to being 
a bat mitzvah because it will bring me new 
opportunities and challenges.

Ryan Tepperman 
son of Audrey and  
Dan Tepperman 
February 28, 2015

My name is  
Ryan Tepperman. I am a seventh grader at 
Lincoln Junior High. My favorite subject 
is math. I also like playing basketball. My 
mitzvah project will benefit Little City 
Foundation and teens with Autism. I am 
most looking forward to my friends and 
family celebrating together and becoming a 
Jewish adult.

Will Chehab 
son of Lynn and  
Eric Chehab 
February 28, 2015

Hi, my name is Will 
Chehab and I attend 

Haven Middle School. I like science and 
social studies. I like to build and launch 
rockets, play sports, and hang out with my 
friends. For my mitzvah project I collected 
full sets of AYSO uniforms and sent them 
to Lamu, Kenya—a Muslim island off the 
Northern Coast, and most of the children 
there do not have shoes, let alone soccer 
uniforms.  I play soccer and I love it a lot. 
I’ve also been to Kenya and to Lamu to 
visit my uncle. Every year, the kids on Lamu 
have a soccer tournament to celebrate 
Eid-al-Adha, also known as the Feast of 
Sacrifice. I contacted my uncle and sent 
the uniforms to him, and Kenya Airlines 
donated the transport to Lamu. I had to 
explain to everyone in Kenya what a bar 
mitzvah actually is! I hope that the kids there 
realize that there are good Jews and good 
Americans, and we all just like soccer.  I’m 
very excited for my bar mitzvah!

Maya Berger 
daughter of Gabrielle 
and Rich Berger 
February 21, 2015

Hi! My name is Maya 
Berger. I go to Haven 

Middle School and I’m in seventh grade. 
A few of my favorite things to do outside 
of school are dancing, hanging out 
with friends, playing with my dog, and 
listening to music.

For my mitzvah project I volunteered at 
the Ronald McDonald House and hosted 
an event for the families staying there. 
I wanted to be able to physically work 
with people, so that’s why I chose the 
Ronald McDonald House where families 
stay while their kids are going through 
treatments at the hospital. I went twice and 
both times I had an amazing experience.

I’m looking forward to become a bigger 
part in the community. I’m also looking 
forward to celebrate my bat mitzvah with 
my friends and family.

guitar which I have done for two years. 

For my bar mitzvah project I am teaching 
elderly people at Park Plaza (a Jewish 
senior living community in Chicago) 
how to use Skype to stay connected with 
family and friends. 

I am looking forward to doing more 
mitzvot when I become a Jewish adult.

Olivia Levitas 
daughter of Lesly and 
Steve Levitas 
March 21, 2015

Hello, my name is Olivia 
Levitas and I go to Haven Middle School. 
My favorite subject in school is language 
arts, and some of my hobbies are tennis 
and paddle.

For my bat mitzvah project I made 18 
blankets for kids at Evanston Hospital. 
They have project called the Linus 
Program where you make blankets and 
donate them to kids who have to stay 
overnight at the hospital. I really enjoyed 
making the blankets with my friends.

I am really looking forward to becoming 
a bat mitzvah at Beth Emet because it 
brings together all the stuff I learned in 
Hebrew school and in my Jewish life. 
Also becoming a bat mitzvah makes me 
feel more responsible.
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Molly Pfeifer 
daughter of Danielle 
Crown and Jeremy Pfeifer 
March 28, 2015

Hi, my name is Molly 
Pfeifer. I live in Chicago, 

and I go to Beaubien Elementary School. 
I have been going to Beth Emet my whole 
life, and my dad has been going since he 
was a kid. In my free time I enjoy reading, 
singing, and spending time with friends 
and family.

For my mitzvah project, I am volunteering 
at PAWS, an animal shelter in Chicago. 
This is important to me because we 
adopted my dog Moby from PAWS. Moby 
is very happy to be with our family, so I 
want to volunteer so other dogs can find a 
family where they can be happy.

I am looking forward to my bat mitzvah 
because I can finally lead a service, and I 
get to share this occasion with all of my 
friends and family. 

Anna Silverstein 
daughter of  
Leslie Morrison and  
Steve Silverstein  
April 25, 2015

My name is Anna 
Silverstein. I am 12 years old, I’m in 
seventh grade, and I go to Nichols 
Middle School. I like to long board, play 
volleyball and soccer, and make chokers. 
For my mitzvah project, I’m participating 
in the Unicef Tap Project. During this 
project, for every 15 minutes I don’t use 
my phone, Unicef gives one day of clean 
water to children in need around the 
world. I will also encourage five friends 
to do this with me to spread awareness in 
my own community. I’m looking forward 
to becoming a Jewish adult, which means 
taking more responsibility. 

Alex Feldman
son of Stephanie Lubin 
and Scott Feldman
April 18, 2015

Hi. My name is Alex 
Feldman and I am a 

seventh grader at Solomon Schechter 
Day School in Northbrook.  My favorite 
subject is science because I like doing 
labs and experiments.  I also like math.  
I also like all kinds of sports, especially 
basketball (I play on my school’s team), 
football, soccer, and hockey.  I also enjoy 
reading science fiction books.

After my current basketball season is 
over, I plan on participating in a buddy 
basketball program, assisting kids 
who have physical challenges to play 
basketball.  I can’t wait to share my love 
of this sport with others. 

Jadyn Denlow
daughter of Amie Denlow 
and Josh Denlow 
May 16, 2015

Hi. I am Jadyn Denlow. I 
have been attending Beth 

Emet for over 10 years and am so excited 
for this day. I have been working on my 
Jewish education and striving to reach 
my bat mitzvah and it’s finally here. I go 
to King Arts School in Evanston.  My 
favorite subjects are reading and writing, 
but I am best at math. I love to dance. I 
dance for Foster Dance Company. Ballet, 
Jazz, Moped and Modern are some of my 
favorite types of dance. I also enjoy acting.  I 
recently played the role of Chester in Lilly’s 
Purple Plastic Purse—my school play. 

For my mitzvah project, I will be donating 
gently used dance clothes to  
an organization called Dance Dreams. 
Dance Dreams gives clothes to kids who 
have disabilities and want to dance, and also 

Lily Fitzgerald 
daughter of Susan and 
Peter Fitzgerald 
March 28, 2015

My name is Lily 
Fitzgerald.  I go to Haven 

Middle School and my favorite subject 
is science.  I like to play sports like 
lacrosse and hockey.  I have a dog named 
Taco and I love playing with her when 
she’s acting crazy.  I also love sitting and 
petting her.

For my bat mitzvah project I decided 
to help at a local organization, called 
Wagging Hearts, which rescues dogs and 
cats.  I helped at adoption events and I also 
collected donations of dog and cat food, 
bowls, crates, etc. to help the Wagging 
Hearts foster families.  I chose this because 
I adopted my dog from there and I want 
to help all of the dogs and cats that get 
rescued.  I most enjoyed getting to play 
with the dogs and cats at adoption events.

At my bat mitzvah, I am most looking 
forward to seeing and reading from the 
Torah in front of my friends and family.

B’nai Mitzvah בני מצוה
Michael Levitas 
son of Lesly and  
Steve Levitas 
March 21, 2015

My name is Michael 
Levitas, I go to Haven Middle School. 
My favorite subjects in school are gym 
and social studies. My favorite hobbies 
are playing sports, hanging with friends, 
and going on vacation with my family.

My bar mitzvah project is to raise money 
for Pride scholarship. I enjoy basketball a 
lot and one thing I really care about is the 
Evanston Pride Feeder Program. Since I 
enjoy it so much, I thought I should raise 
money to help kids who can’t afford it, to 
be able to play. I mostly liked the feeling 
of doing work around my neighborhood. 
It felt good to do something nice.

I’m most looking forward to seeing all  
the work I put into Hebrew school, pay  
off. It makes me feel more responsible 
and closer to the community.

I can’t wait to celebrate my bar mitzvah 
at Beth Emet.  I am looking forward to 
becoming more of a community member 
within the congregation. 
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Eve and Kyle Rubovits  
daughter and son of  
Judy and David Rubovits 
May 9, 2015

Anna Wittcoff  
daughter of Arleen Temer-Wittcoff and 
Paul Wittcoff 
May 16, 2015

Ruthie Caro 
daughter of Mary Dixon 
and Mark Caro 
May 23, 2015

Hi, I’m Ruthie Caro 
and I’m in the seventh 

grade at King Lab. I enjoy playing my 
guitar, hanging out with my cats Kiki and 
Prince, drawing, singing, and debating.

For my bat mitzvah project, I’m using 
my artistic abilities to help kids with art 
projects. I’m looking forward to being 
able to chant Torah at services like on 
Rosh Hashanah, and being a leader to 
younger kids at the synagogue.

B’nai Mitzvah בני מצוה
Gillian Rosenberg 
daughter of Deborah 
Hamilton and Jim 
Rosenberg 
June 13, 2015

Hi! My name is Gillian Rosenberg. I 
am a seventh grader at Chicago Jewish 
Day School (CJDS). One of my favorite 
subjects is math. During the summer I go 
to OSRUI and I love being there! In my 
free time I like to read and play soccer. I 
also do circus at The Actors Gym and I 
really enjoy it. 

I have a dog named Madison who is 
incredibly sweet and for my bat mitzvah 
project Madison and I are volunteering 
at senior citizen homes. I am also 
organizing a program for younger kids 
about Shabbat here at Beth Emet with 
Anna Wittcoff.

I am most looking forward to being able to 
participate more in services and doing my 
part to help the Beth Emet community.

Chava Mitzen 
daughter of Sharon and 
Matt Mitzen 
June 6, 2015

My name is Chava 
Mitzen. I am a seventh grader at Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Literary and 
Fine Arts School.  My favorite subject 
in school is technology and art (media 
and visual arts). I’m currently training to 
be an umpire for baseball and softball.  I 
also play softball. I like playing with my 
dog, Max, my friends, and sometimes 
videogames. I enjoy watching TV and 
movies.  Sometimes I compare them to 
the book form or think about how it 
would be as a book. I also enjoy reading. 
I read mostly young adult books, fiction, 
adventure, and action books.  I read 
graphic novels and comic books as well. 
I like running the scenes in books in my 
head like my own little movie (it’s easier 
with comics because they already have 
some pictures). I also love to draw in my 
personal sketchbook.

Zoe Salamon 
daughter of  
Adam and Jacalyn 
Salamon 
June 6, 2015

My name is Zoe Salamon 
and I go to Bessie Rhodes School of Global 
Studies.  Math is my favorite subject because 
it’s the language of numbers.  Another class 
I really enjoy is photo shop.  I play soccer for 
Team Evanston and I’ve been playing soccer 
since I was three.  I play the position of 
striker which is a forward in soccer.

For my bat mitzvah project I am collecting 
donations and writing biographies for the 
Evanston Animal Shelter.   The donations 
consist of cat and dog kibble, old towels, 
toys, bleach and detergent.  I want to donate 
to the animal shelter because I love animals 
and would like to be a veterinarian when 
I’m older.

Zoe Coleman 
daughter of  
Rebecca Weiss and  
Drew Coleman 
May 23, 2015

My name is Zoe 
Coleman and I attend seventh grade at 
Haven Middle School in Evanston.  I 
play softball for Evanston Express and 
basketball for Haven.  I also play the 
clarinet in the Haven band.

For my bat mitzvah Project I am 
volunteering at the Evanston North 
Branch Library.  I am helping newborns 
to age three learn their shapes and colors.

I’m really looking forward to my bat 
mitzvah and becoming a Jewish adult.

B’nai M
itzvah

gives clothes to people who can’t afford to 
buy dance clothes. This is important to me 
because I am sharing my passion of dance 
with people who don’t get the opportunity 
to dance but really want to. 

I am looking forward to becoming a bat 
mitzvah because I will be part of the adult 
Jewish community. This means I will have 
many more responsibilities to be held as I 
grow even more as a Jew. 



Page 28

2015 - 2016 Beth Emet Board

Executive Officers

David Graham 
President, Third Term 

David Graham and his wife, Lizzie, have been 
members of Beth Emet for 24 years. They have 
each served on the Board of Trustees and co-
chaired the Mitzvah Appeal together. David also 

co-chaired the Board’s Strategic Planning Committee during his 
time on the Board. David and Lizzie’s four children, Hannah, 
Jordan, Nora and Sophie, all attended the Beth Emet religious 
school and celebrated their B’nai Mitzvah at the synagogue. In 
his spare time David practices law at Sidley Austin LLP, where 
he is a member of the Executive Committee and a global chair 
of the firm’s Securities Litigation practice.  He is also active in 
various nonprofit organizations, including the Jewish Council 
on Urban Affairs and Metropolitan Family Services. David is a 
graduate of Haverford College and the University of Chicago 
Law School. 
 

Neal Moglin 
Vice President, Third Term 

Neal Moglin is a litigation partner with Foley & 
Lardner where he is the Vice Chair of the firm’s 
Insurance & Reinsurance Litigation Practice. 
Neal  has been recognized as one of “America’s 

Leading Lawyers for Business” by Chambers USA and as one 
of the “10 Leading Lawyers for Insurance and Reinsurance in 
the United States” by Legal 500 US. Neal moved to Chicago in 
1988 after receiving his law degree from Vanderbilt University 
(Neal received his bachelor’s degree from Vanderbilt in 1985 
with a double major in English and Art History). In June of 
1990 he met Mark Tendam and in 1995, Neal and Mark moved 
to Evanston. They joined Beth Emet shortly thereafter. Mark 
Tendam is an Evanston Alderman, representing the 6th Ward.  
Neal and Mark were married by Rabbi London on November 
26, 2011.
 

Susan Zukrow 
Vice President, Third Term 

Susan and her husband, Jeff Mackevich, have 
been members at Beth Emet since 1998. Their 
three daughters: Rani (25), Stephanie (23) and 
Carrie (18) have all participated in religious 

school at Beth Emet and have been Madrichot, as well. All the 
Mackevich girls are OSRUI lifers, active in NFTY-CAR and 
have participated in EIE high school semester in Israel.  Jeff 
has been a member of the soup kitchen since its founding, 
creating great music for guests and volunteers. Susan has served 

on the Beth Emet board and co-chaired the strategic planning 
committee.  She has an MBA and completed the executive 
financial program at the University of Chicago. After 25 years 
in executive positions at the Chicago Tribune, Susan now is 
in Management Consulting and is a Project Director for the 
Union for Reform Judaism. 

 
Murray Gordon 
Treasurer, Second Term 

Murray has been a member of Beth Emet 
since 1982.  His three sons, Jonathan, Micah 
and David, became b’nai mitzvah at Beth 

Emet and graduated from its Hebrew and religious school 
programs.  Micah and David were in Beth Emet’s early 
childhood education classes.  After receiving a BA from 
Brandeis University, a JD from Loyola University Chicago 
School of Law, and an LL.M. (Taxation) from NYU School 
of Law, Murray worked for 37 years in international tax, tax 
controversy, audit defense, and transfer pricing as a tax director 
in industry, law firm tax partner, and executive director with 
Ernst & Young LLP in New York, from which he retired in 
July 2013.  He is still frequently consulted by both major 
corporations and the Internal Revenue Service.  In addition 
to being a member of the Illinois and United States Tax 
Court Bars, he is a certified public and certified management 
accountant.  Murray’s hobbies include cycling (on dry roads), 
and playing classical and commercial trumpet.  He is married 
to Judi Gravdal, who has been a part of Beth Emet since 1990, 
and is a proud stepfather to Judi’s daughter, Damara Youman, a 
registered nurse and certified nurse midwife. 
 

Simon Anolick 
Secretary, Third Term 

Simon has been a member of Beth Emet since 
moving to Evanston in 1993. In fact, this move 
was a return after being an undergraduate at 
Northwestern when he would come to Beth 

Emet for services. Simon has served two–three year terms 
on the Board. He has been active on numerous committees 
including Adult Education and Worship. Simon served as co-
chair of the Cantorial Search Committee that found Cantor 
Arik Luck, served on the Cantorial Search Committee that 
found Cantor Susan Friedman, and as a co-chair of Beth Emet’s 
Ozerim Committee. Outside of Beth Emet, Simon is a patent 
attorney with Motorola Mobility, is addicted to CrossFit, is an 
avid swimmer and runner, and enjoys reading, yard work and 
beekeeping.  Most importantly, he is the proud father of Judah 
(20), Sophie (18), and Harel (15).
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Board of Directors/First Term

Karl Berolzheimer

Karl and his wife, Diane, 
have lived in Evanston 
since 1962 and have been 
members of Beth Emet 

since 1965. They have four children all of 
whom received their Jewish education at 
Beth Emet. Karl is a retired lawyer who 
specialized in corporate and public utility 
law. He was a director of Devon Bank for 
22 years. From 1993 to 1998 he served as 
president and then chairman of the board 
of The National Conference of Christians 
and Jews. Karl served on the board of 
The Evanston Community Foundation 
for seven years and two as board chair. 
He continues to serve on its Investment 
Committee. Karl has previously served 
three terms on the Beth Emet Board and 
is currently serving his second term on 
the board of the Beth Emet Foundation. 
He was co-chair of the last two Beth 
Emet capital campaigns.

Hillary Coustan 

Hillary and her husband 
Charles joined Beth Emet 
in 2006. They live in 
Evanston with their two 

sons, Eli (7), who is in second grade 
at Bessie Rhodes, and Ari (4), who is 
enrolled in the Madregot classroom in 
Beth Emet’s Early Childhood Program. 
Hillary is finishing a two-year term 
as co-chair of the Early Childhood 
Program and also serves on the executive 
board of the PTA at Eli’s school.  She 
studied philosophy as an undergraduate 
at the University of Michigan, and then 
received her law degree from Stanford 
University. Hillary practices business 
litigation at Agrawal Evans LLP and is an 
adjunct faculty member at Northwestern 
University and Loyola University 
Chicago, where she teaches disability 
law.  She is an avid runner and loves 
spending time with family.

Ariel Goldfarb

Ariel and his wife, Jennifer, 
have been benefitting by 
being a part of the Beth 
Emet community since 

2009, and have three children participating 
in Beth Emet’s rich programming: Meris 
(9), Matea (6) and Elodie (3). Elodie is in 
Beth Emet’s Early Childhood Program, 
with Meris and Matea now attending Beit 
Sefer. Ariel has an undergraduate degree 
from UC Berkeley, and a master’s degree 
from Northwestern’s Medill School of 
Journalism, Media, Integrated Marketing 
Communications, where he currently is an 
adjunct lecturer. Ariel is a managing partner 
of the marketing consultancy, CurtisAlan 
Partners. While Beth Emet’s assets are 
many, Ariel most appreciates its people—
the diverse, engaged and welcoming 
community that has welcomed him into 
the Beth Emet fold.

Debra Horberg

Debra Horberg has been 
a member of Beth Emet 
for almost 18 years and 
served as a member of 

the Mitzvah Appeal Committee for five 
years.  Her younger children, Gideon 
and Noa, attended Beth Emet’s Early 
Childhood Program and celebrated 
their b’nai mitzvah as part of the Beth 
Emet Kahal Community. Debra is 
an attorney whose private practice is 
devoted to mediation and collaborative 
representation for clients who want to 
resolve conflict in their family owned 
and closely held businesses and for 
divorce.  She is also a volunteer mediator 
for the Center for Conflict Resolution 
in Chicago and an Adjunct Professor of 
Law at The John Marshall Law School.

Solomon Miller

Solomon grew up a 
member of Beth Emet, 
and has been involved in 
Kahal, BESSY, and has 

participated on trips with the synagogue 
to Israel and the Gulf Coast. After 
attending Grinnell College and living 
briefly in Boston and DC, he came back 
to Illinois, where he works in politics and 
dreams of someday, maybe, hopefully 
testing the new espresso machine on the 
International Space Station. 

David Rubovits

David and his wife, Judy, 
joined Beth Emet 16 
years ago after moving 
to Evanston.  Their 

12-year-old twins, Kyle and Eve, began 
their education careers in the Early 
Childhood program, continued their 
formal Jewish education in Beit Sefer 
and will become b’nai mitzvah in May 
2015.  David’s volunteer work over the 
years includes being a regular member 
of occasional Beth Emet committees, 
task forces, and hallway conversations.  
As a developmental psychologist, he has 
worked in graduate medical education, 
pediatric research, human services 
program development, and non-profit 
management. David is a Senior Vice 
President at JUF/Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago where he leads the 
Planning and Allocations Department. 

Beth Em
et Board
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Dan Sachs

Dan and his wife, Naomi, 
have been members of Beth 
Emet for over 15 years along 
with their three children: 

Madeline (18), Nina (15), and Benjamin 
(10).  Originally from a suburb of Detroit, 
Dan has lived in downtown Chicago for 
20 years and has been involved in various 
aspects of the restaurant business including 
the development and ownership of the BIN 
36 restaurant and wine brand.  Currently, 
Dan consults for local Chicago restaurant 
companies as well as private equity firms 
around the country on restaurants and 
consumer focused operations.  When he’s 
not in the kitchen, Dan loves to spend time 
with his family and enjoys baseball (White 
Sox) as well as running and travel.  Dan is a 
graduate of the La Varenne culinary school 
in France and Harvard College. 

Richard Steele

Rich and his wife, Arlene, 
have been members of 
Beth Emet since 2008. 
He enjoys taking Adult 

Education classes, helping in the Soup 
Kitchen, and co-chaired the Mitzvah 
Appeal the past two years. They are 
parents of three married children, all 
living in the Chicago area, and have five 
grandsons. Rich graduated from Ohio 
State University and then served two 
years as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army. He spent almost 40 years as a 
sales executive with various consumer 
product companies. He now keeps busy 
as a co-founder of SAM (Senior Active 
Men), an organization that offers men 
the opportunity to participate in a wide 
range of activities. He enjoys travel, 
exercise and is an avid poker player. 

Sharon Veis

Sharon and her husband, 
Marc Blumenthal, who is 
the secretary of the Beth 
Emet Foundation, have 

been members at Beth Emet since 1989.  
They have two adult children, both of 
whom were active on the BESSY Board 
during middle school and high school. 
Sharon enjoyed assisting and organizing 
the College Outreach program, has 
assisted in several Beth Emet projects 
and has celebrated Shabbat with the 
Kahal community for many years. Sharon 
is a Speech-Language Pathologist at 
Northwestern University and works with 
clients of all ages on the Chicago campus. 

2015 - 2016 Beth Emet Board

Since 1965, Beth Emet’s Foundation has been, and continues to 
be, funded through generous gifts from Beth Emet members and 
others in the Jewish community who recognize the benefits of 
having a large pool of funds that can be invested with the earnings 
used to support ongoing programming.  Funds in the Foundation 
include programming support for Kol Emet: The Jewish Music 
Project, scholarships for students wishing to study in Israel, 
scholars-in-residence, and educational programs for all ages, just to 
name a few.  Increasing the Foundation’s assets ensures continued 
and increasing support for our house of worship. 

Members can establish an endowment fund in recognition 
of a person or an event, in memory of a loved one, or to show 
support for the congregation. Through the Foundation, we not 
only give to others but to ourselves.  Supporting Beth Emet, our 
programming and our commitment to tikkun olam, strengthens us 
as a community.  To learn more about giving opportunities, please 
contact any member of The Beth Emet Foundation:

Jeff Mann, President
Sheryl Bartol, Treasurer
Marc Blumenthal, Secretary
Karl Berolzheimer, Scott Hurwitz, Larry Levine,  
Tony Nocchiero, Shari Reiches, Brad Wynn

Leave a Lasting Legacy to Beth Emet 
Join the Dor L’Dor Society 
We all make decisions during our life that reflect our values. Making a legacy gift by including Beth Emet 
in your estate plan is a powerful way to put your values into action beyond your lifetime. Doing so helps ensure 

the vitality of  Beth Emet into the future and perpetuates its distinguished service to the community and to the Jewish people. 

Your legal advisor or tax professional can help you determine an approach that’s right for you. Whether it be through a simple 
bequest in a will or trust, IRA, 401k or pension plan beneficiary designation; life insurance policy designee or through a 
charitable gift annuity and/or charitable remainder trust, your gift will leave a lasting legacy to Beth Emet Synagogue and will 
be a wonderful demonstration of  commitment to our Jewish community.  To learn more, please contact Bekki Harris Kaplan 
at bkaplan@bethemet.org or call 847-869-4230 ext. 304.

The Dor L’Dor Society

Give to Others, Give to Ourselves Support the Beth Emet Foundation.
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The Mitzvah 
Appeal is Beth 
Emet’s annual 
fundraising 
campaign. Each 
year, this effort 
raises more 
than 10 percent 
of our annual 
operating 
budget and 

supports many of the programs and services not covered by 
the annual membership commitment.  Through educational 
opportunities and social events, this campaign brings us 
together not only to build community but to show support of 
our beloved congregation. 

The Mitzvah Appeal Committee is thrilled to report that as of 
the end of March we surpassed our goal, and raised $265,000. 
This was raised by 285 member households (42% of the Beth 
Emet community) who pledged their support, with 90 giving 
at the $613 level or above.  As part of this year’s campaign we 
hosted five events that included a Saturday evening of Booze, 
BBQ, and Bonfire complete with Broadway tunes and tasting 
by FEW Spirits held at the home of Neal Moglin and Mark 
Tendam; a lovely evening of mingling with Rabbi London and 
included food and wine provided by Dan Sachs and his team 
at Bin36, held at the home of Arlene and Harvey Coustan; 
a lively downtown evening of fine wine tasting and gourmet 
cheeses with Rabbi Peter and Elaine Knobel at the home of 
Greg and Jane Wintroub; a brunch featuring our very own U.S. 
Representative Jan Schakowsky with State Senator  
Daniel Biss with lots of insightful conversations and insights 
from the November elections; and instead of with the campaign 
ended with a new favorite event, Family Game Night filled with 
games galore and lots (and lots!) of desserts.

We are grateful to the entire Beth Emet community for the 
support of this campaign and would like to recognize four 
special groups of congregants who have gone above and beyond 
to support this year’s Mitzvah Appeal:

• Every Board of Trustee Member participated with many 
Board members generously increasing their gifts from last 
year. Their support is critical to the success of the campaign. 

• Mitzvah Appeal Event Chairs and Host Families worked 
tirelessly to execute five spectacular events reaching a broad 
cross-section of our congregations. We had more than 160 
member households attend at least one event, with many 
attending more than one.

• Our students and faculty in Beit Sefer dedicated their 
tzedakah for two weeks to the Mitzvah Appeal. More than 
$150 was collected, demonstrating their support of Beth 
Emet and the many programs Mitzvah Appeal helps to fund.

• The Incentive Pool Donors designated their gifts as matching 
funds for all new and increased Mitzvah Appeal donations. 
Thanks to the 1:1 match, we raised an additional $25,000.

Life at Beth Emet would not be possible without the Mitzvah 
Appeal. Beth Emet 
embraces our 
children with the 
warmth of Jewish 
traditions. It is a 
place where we 
develop relationships 
across all age groups. 
It is a place where we 
deepen our spiritual 
lives and where 
we live our Jewish 
values. 

The 2014 Mitzvah 
Appeal Committee:

Sheryl and Stopher 
Bartol, Kate 
Burstein, Danielle 
Crown, Susan Fitzgerald, Debbie Horberg, Elaine Lev, Lisa 
and Rob Levin, Susan Melczer, Roz Pollack, Arlene and Rich 
Steele (Co-Chairs), Jane and Greg Wintroub (Co-Chairs), 
Donna Wolf, Brad Wynn

Contributions צדקה
C
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2014 Mitzvah Appeal Campaign Breaks Records!

Family Game Night

Booze, BBQ, and Bonfire

Lox, Bagels, and Brunch 
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Mitzvah Appeal Donors
Susan and Lawrence Aaron *
Allison and Todd Aaron 
Lynne and William Abbott 
Barbara and David Abrams 
Daniella Adler 
Danny and Andrea Alpert 
Cas and Elizabeth Anolick 
Simon Anolick **
Anonymous (1) *
Anonymous (1) **
Anonymous (8) 
Anonymous (13) 
Mark Antman and Wendy Yanow 
Mareon Arnold 
Dr. Neil and Evelyn Aronson 
Bret Asrow and Shari Becker 
David Barish and Ellen Blum Barish 
Gadi and Anat Barlevy 
Sheryl and Stopher Bartol **
Nancy and Phil Bashook **
Marcia Baum 
Susan Baum 
Eric and Susan Bederman 
Jane and Herb Beller 
Jeffrey Bergman and Sarah Frudden 
Michael and Arlene Berke 
Jackie Berman 
Michael and Joan Berman 
Barbara Berngard 
Diane and Karl Berolzheimer *
Sophie K. Black **
Bob and Alice Bluestone 
Marc Blumenthal and Sharon Veis *
Scott Brewer and Beth Rosenberg-Brewer 
Ross Bricker and Nina Vinik **
Allan and Beverly Brodsky 
Hymen and Gladys Bryer 
Jerry and Carol Burin 
Jim Burstein 
James Cahan and Linda Schneider **
Lee and Andria Canel 
Century Family 
Anthony and Nina Chaitin 
Eileen Chapman 
Sarah and Nisan Chavkin 
Josh and Julie Chernoff 
Joseph Clonick **
Suzanne and Patrick Coffey **
Amy Paller and Etahn Cohen **
Stuart Cohen and Marta Steele 
Debra Comess 
Charles and Hillary Coustan *
Harvey and Arlene Coustan **
Michael Coxhead and  

Emily Nidenberg 
Sandy and Bob Cutler **
Mort and Reva Denlow **
Marci Dickman and Ralph Schwartz *
Liz and Pablo Durango-Cohen 
Sharon Ephraim and David Kite **

Jeff Epstein **
Caryn Etkin and Kevin Davis 
Ellen and Matt Feldman *
Jerrold and Nancy Fink **
Michael Finnegan and Nancy Glick 
Kathy and Mark Fisher 
Ben and Anna Fogel 
Louis and Tamar Fogel *
Julie and Jeff Forgash *
Robert and Joan Fragen 
The Frank-Miller Family 
Alan and Kathleen Freeman 
Benson K. Friedman and  

Susan Davis Friedman 
Betsy Fuchs 
Robyn Gabel 
Becky and Steve Galler *
Mel and Patti Gerbie *
Karyn Reif and Eric Gershuny in 

memory of Lenore Spear Reif 
Stanley and Dona Gerson 
Debbie and Bob Gilbert 
Glantz Family 
Myra and Marc Glassman-Kaplan 
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox 
The Goldfarb Family 
Amy and Jordan Goldberg 
Mike and Alissa Goldwasser 
Debra A. Gordon 
Lawrence Gordon 
Ben Gorvine and Amy Milner-Gorvine 
David and Lizzie Graham **
Robert and Ann Graham *
Jacqueline Granat 
Judi Gravdal and Murray Gordon **
Tom and Dana Clancy *
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger **
Eston and Sandra Gross 
Jack Gross and Marge Goldman 
Jean and David Gumpert 
Jonathan and Sara Hartman-Seeskin 
David and Tina Herpe **
Judith Aronson and Marc Hilton 
Margherita Andreotti and Bart Hirsch 
Carol and Roger Hirsch *
Rebecca and Douglas Hoffman **
Debra Horberg and Family 
Peter and Leslie Horwitz 
Michael and Beverly Huckman *
Kelly Austin and Scott Hurwitz **
Janet Iltis 
Mark and Micki Iris *
Karen and Mike Isaacson **
Florence Jacobson 
Kathy and Daniel Kaberon **
Debera and Larry Kaminsky 
Sharon B. Glazer and Howard E. Kane *
Suzanne and Dan Kanter **
Dan Kanter 
Ken and Nancy Kantor 
Bekki and Dan Kaplan *

Gerald and Ilene Kaplan 
Peter and Jessica Kaplan 
Bill Kaplan 
Isac and Rosemary Kapulski 
Irene and Julie Katz 
Paula and Jerry Kaye **
Jessica Kaz 
Karin and Harvey Kelber 
Carole Kern 
Diana Kindzred 
Brian and Aimee King 
Amy Knobel 
Rabbi Peter and Elaine Knobel *
Henry and Martha Konover 
Clara Kornfeld 
Valerie and Keith Kretchmer 
The Kuhn Family 
Robin Langer 
Marilyn Rice-Last and Jules Last 
Lorraine Lazar 
Corinne Lee and Sheldon Cohen 
Dan Lefkovitz and Alison Segal 
Elaine and Steve Lev **
Hyma Levin 
Jack and Barbara Levie *
Lisa and Jason Levine 
John and Gloria Levin 
Mike Levin and Courtney Shapiro 
Muriel Levinson 
Rob and Lisa Levin *
Barry and Barbara Levy **
Vance and Elizabeth Liebman 
Richard Lifshitz 
Barbara and Ed Linn **
Fay Lipschultz *
Nancy Liskar and Bruce Styler 
Rabbi Andrea and Daniel London **
Stephanie Lubin 
Al and Rudy Lubov 
Jessie and Douglas Macdonald *
Susan Zukrow and Jeff Mackevich 
Larry Manheim and  

Debra Aron Manheim **
Jeffrey and Letitia Mann **
Iris Marreck and Ira Tangy 
Mark Maslov and Sydney Blattner 
Doug Masters and Jane Pence *
John and Marlene McLeod 
Jacob Melczer 
Susan Melczer *
Martin and Laurie Merel
Joel and Greta Michael 
Gary and Terri Michaels 
Mark Rosenberg and Rachel Mikva *
Kerry Miller and Nina Kavin *
Robert Miller and Susan Glade 
Solomon Miller 
Matt and Sharon Mitzen 
Neal Moglin and Mark Tendam **
Jeffrey Mono and Steven Greenberg 
Andy Montgomery and Shelli Patt 

Sheldon Mostovoy and Nola Penn *
Louise Gross Motel and  

Robert Motel *
Steven and Adrienne Naumann *
Emily and Henry Neuberger *
Dave Newman and Heidi Goldfein 
Gerald and Marylouise Noble 
Andy and Tony Nocchiero 
Doug and Simone Oettinger **
Mike Orenstein and Susan Laws 
Nancy Ottenfeld 
Adriana and Steven Pawlow 
Eden and Neal Pearlman 
George and Judy Pfeifer 
Danielle Crown and Jeremy Pfeifer 
Roslyn J. Pollack 
Sam Polsky and Patricia Sklar 
Brian and Dassia Posner 
Adam and Melinda Prawer-Stock *
Glenn Ramsey and  

Roz Ramsey-Goldman 
Edward and Jill Randell 
Mathew Rappaport and Shana Stein 
Andy and Terry Ratoff *
Gregg and Rebecca Raus **
Lynne Kaminer and Daniel Ray **
Shari and Stephen Reiches **
Robert and Deborah Render *
Myron and Alicia Resnick 
Harry and Helene Rhodes 
Richard and Judith Rhodes 
David Rice *
Ruth Richman
Phyllis G. Richmond  
Adina Romain 
Bob and Heddie Romanoff 
Helene Rosenberg
George and Dorothy Rosenbaum ** 
Mark Rosenbaum and  

Mary-Ann Wilson 
Michael and Bridget Rubin 
David Rubman and Gail Grossman **
Howard and Lisa Sachs 
Liz Sandler 
Gert Schachtman 
Barbara and Mark Schoenfield 
Leslie and Seymour Schwartz 
Sheryl and Mark Seef 
Tamar and Zach Selch 
Wendy Selene 
Tamar and Joel Shapira
Barbara Shapiro 
Sara Shapiro 
Ronna Sharp 
Lisa Shiffrin 
Myra Shneider 
Leslie and Stuart Shulruff **
Linda and Michael Sidell 
Deborah and Marco Siegel-Acevedo 
Dina Elenbogen and Steve Siegel 
Julie and Michael Singer 
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Don and Ruth Singer *
Louis and Eleanor Skydell 
The Smith’s 
Joseph and Marilyn Smith 
Rodger Sonneborn and Yvette Gideon *
Art Sontag 
Ben Sosewitz *
The Sotnick Family 
Helene and Donald Spak *
Gina Speckman and John Boex 
Diana Cohen and David Spitulnik **
Richard Steck and Arlene Burd 
Michael and Melissa Steele 
Rich and Arlene Steele **
Abbey Prujan and Peter Steinhouse 
Scott and Moira Stein **
Stephanie and Brandon Stiller 
Bluma Stoller 
Kevin and Jen Streicher 
Dan and Audrey Tepperman 
Jill Topolski 
Beth and Dan Tucker 
Rick and Kim Tulsky 
David and Bonnie Turner 
Terry Unterman and Roberta Glick 
Johanna and Olivier Visa 
Victor and Jane Walchirk 
Lyn Weil 
Gita and Lee Weintraub *
Esther Weiss 
Barbara and Paul Wertico 
Carol and Brad White 
Todd Wiener and Paula Jacobi *
Georgene Wilson *
Greg and Jane Wintroub **
Ellen Schwarzbach and Mark Wojcik 
Donna and Ben Wolf 
Leon Wool 
Bradley and Christine Wynn **
Dan and Leslie Yamshon 
Susan Fisher and Jonathan Yenkin **
Shaina and Eric Young 
Robert and Julie Zaideman *
Nikki and David Zarefsky **
Scott and Rachel Zeller 
Andrea and Curt Zuckert 
Dorothy Zuckert 

Mitzvah Corps ($613-$1799)*
Chai Donors ($1800 or more) **
Names in italics represent first time 
donors to the Mitzvah Appeal

Rabbi London’s Discretionary Fund
Anonymous
Donald and Ellen Allen
In honor of the naming of Jordyn Spitz
David Spitz and Carrie Virene
In honor of the naming of  

Naomi Feldman Sholtes 
Ann and Mark Feldman
In memory of Sylvia Bennett

Bev Bennett
In appreciation for a meaningful 

High Holiday experience
Nancy and Jerry Fink
In appreciation of Rabbi London
Elizabeth and Sandi Lerner
Ann Feldman
Sheffee Lulkin
The Family of Gerald Gordon
In memory of Lolita Morris
Barry and John Hackner
In memory of Dorothy Garofalo
Adam and Jacqueline Salamon
In memory of Shirley Levin
Eileen Chapman
In memory of Rose Krischer
Linda Morris and Family
In memory of Elsa Spitz
Ron Spitz and Family

Cantor Luck’s Discretionary Fund
In honor of the birth of  

Tallulah Yaira Luck
In memory of Mindel Suby
Elsa and Hector Machabanski
In appreciation for a meaningful 

High Holiday experience
Nancy and Jerry Fink
David and Fran Luck
In celebration of Kahal Chai!
Chris, Stephane and Kathryn Century
In honor of the naming of  

Hannah Lyerly
Tracy and William Lyerly
In appreciation of Cantor Luck
Andy Bernstein
In memory of Joseph Scher 
Julie Scher

Rabbi Knobel’s Discretionary Fund
Marilyn and Jules Last
In honor of the marriage of  

Rachel Kelber and Gadi Revivo
Karin and Harvey Kelber
In appreciation for a meaningful High 

Holiday experience
Nancy and Jerry Fink
In memory of Joan Caro
Phyllis and Michael Mitzen
In memory of Jay Hurwitz
Linda and Mark Harvey and  

Monte Levinson

Executive Director’s Discretionary 
Fund
In appreciation for a meaningful 

High Holiday experience
Nancy and Jerry Fink
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky and
In honor of the marriage of  

Rachel Kelber and Gadi Revivo
Jill and Ed Randell 

Director of Lifelong Learning’s 
Discretionary Fund
In appreciation for a meaningful 

High Holiday experience
Nancy and Jerry Fink
In appreciation of High Holiday 

Family Services
Laurie and Fred Levy
In memory of Idelle Kerzner
The Bederman Family
In appreciation of the Consecration 

and Naming Service
Don and Sharlene Garfield

Beth Emet Foundation Funds
The Beth Emet Foundation is a 
separate financial entity whose 
purpose is to serve as a carefully 
managed repository for specified 
donations intended to provide long 
term support to the Synagogue.  For 
more information, please contact the 
Foundation President, Jeff Mann at 
foundation@bethemet.org.

“Assuring Our Future Fund”
(to offset general synagogue expenses)
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky
Nancy and Jerry Fink
In honor of the birth of  

Marni Kinneret Young and   
Eliana Jordyn Young and 

In honor of the birth of  
Madelyn Jane Cohn

Nancy and Jerry Fink
In memory of Abe Vinik
Elaine and Steve Lev

 “Jewish Education: Lifelong 
Learning Opportunities’ Fund”
(to provide a critical mass of funding 
to develop and support new models for 
successfully engaging participants in 
meaningful study at any or all of life’s 
stages)
In memory of Lawrence Linn
In memory of David Goldenberg and
In honor of the engagement of  

Ari Schwartz and Tal Paz
Nancy and Jerry Fink

“Lenore Sherwin Education Fund”
(provides opportunities for creative 
and innovative Judaic educational 
programming for early childhood 
through twelfth grade at Beth Emet) 
In memory of Lenore Sherwin
Sally and Fred Rotenberg

“Spiritual Music Fund”
(to support teaching, incorporation 
and use of music in education 
programs and our Shabbat and festival 
observances)
In memory of Russell Lobel,
In memory of Elsa Spitz, 
For the speedy recovery of  

Bob Romanoff, and
In memory of Edith Fink
Nancy and Jerry Fink

“Edward E. Yalowitz Memorial Fund”   
(To support the acquisition, 
maintenance or improvement of 
equipment, programs or physical 
plant at Beth Emet,  and to allow the 
Congregation to engage in significant 
activities, including providing 
assistance to Synagogue members 
in need, which would not otherwise 
be possible because of budgetary 
restrictions)
Michael Blayney and Sarah Aronson
In memory of Edward Yalowitz
David Yalowitz and Kristen Krzyzewski
Lois Moss
Judith and Kenneth Yalowitz
In memory of Oscar Liskar

Adult Education Fund
(to support the Adult Education 
program)
Sophie Black
Nancy Salkover
Paul Fields
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky
Joan and Bob Fragen
In memory of Elsa Spitz
Roger and Marilyn Price 
In honor of the birthday of  

Sophie Black
Deborah and Robert Render and Family
In honor of Nancy Fink
Helene Rosenberg

Beth Emet Soup Kitchen Fund
(to provide funds for feeding the 
hungry at Beth Emet on Wednesday 
evenings)
In honor of the special birthday of 

Lizzie Graham
Leslie Shulruff and Karen Liberman
Holly and Lee Zimmerman
In memory of Carol Nadel
Gina and Michael Wilson
Leslie and Phil Stern
Ruth-Betty Spilkey
Sharon Holt
Lisa and Chris Avent
Bonnie Shay

C
ontributions
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Ilene, Bob and Dylan Holt-Turner
In memory of Lorie Chavkin
Lizzie and David Graham
in memory of Philip Seeskin
Lizzie and David Graham
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky
Diana Kindzred
Janet Iltis
In memory of Benita Masters
Bonnie and David Goodman
Janet Iltis
In loving memory of Charlene Roth
Ilene and Jerry Kaplan
In memory of Jack and Frances 

Century, Ned Century and Casimir 
and Stephanie Cybulski

Charles and Carla Century Pacella
In memory of Shirley Levin
Betsy Fuchs
In memory of Carolyn Axelrod
Roy and Lynne Hubert
In memory of Michael Vick
Nancy and Dan Engel
In memory of Zita Friedman
Lizzie and David Graham
In memory of Bill Kolen who loved 

to eat!
Caryn Friedman
In memory of Carolyn Axelrod
Lizzie and David Graham
In memory of Shirley Goldstein
Sharlene and Don Garfield
In memory of Jay Hurwitz
Lizzie and David Graham
In memory of Abe Vinik
Lizzie and David Graham
In memory of Shirley Ungerleider
Lizzie and David Graham
In honor of the wedding of  

Barbara and Leon Keer’s daughter
Janet Iltis
In honor of the marriage of Nola Penn 

and Sheldon Mostovoy
Diana Kindzred
In honor of Lizzie Graham’s birthday
Leslie and Stuart Shulruff
In honor of Paige Friedman’s  

Bat Mitzvah
Jeremy Seaver
In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of 

Zachery Oliver, Talia Alpert, 
Jordan Zelch and Quin Goss  
Maureen and Fred Sechan

In honor of the new twin 
granddaughters of Nikki and  
David Zarefsky

Myra Shneider
In honor of Stuart Shulruff
Taryn Gross
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Ruth 

Steinhouse
JoAnn Prujan
In honor of the 50th wedding 

anniversary of Karin and  
Harvey Kelber

Sharlene and Don Garfield
In honor of the birth of  

Eitan Joseph Revivo
Sharlene and Don Garfield
Wishing Happy Chanukah to 

Barbara Shapiro
Debbie and Bob Render
Wishing Karin Kelber a speedy recovery
Lizzie and David Graham
Wishing Abbey Prujan a speedy 

recovery 
Lizzie and David Graham

Donations were also made by:
Miller Fund
Kalt Family Foundation
Brown Wood Products
Justin Wynn Leadership Academy 
Marcia Baum
Jessie and Douglas Macdonald
Allan, Beverly and Nicole Brodsky
Sylvia Alotta
Alysa and Barry Isaacson 
Nancy Price
Don and Ruth Singer
Heidi Levin
Laura and Barry Miller
Lawrence Byer
Gabrielle Sternman
Craig Leva 
Julie and Jeff Forgash
Jane and Victor Walchirk
Ilia Coriano 
Gail and Erik Doeff 
Pat Sklar and Sam Polsky 
Tony and Andy Nocchiero 
Roberta Glick 
Don and Helene Spak
Margie Breyer and Glen Marder 
Yvette Gordon and Rodger Sonneborn
Michal and Craig Golden
Reva and Mort Denlow
Beverly Bennett and Linn Allen
Jeremy Knobel
Doug Masters and Jane Pence 
Diana Simon
Sandra and Eston Gross
Karen Liberman
Jeffrey and Lynn Meisles
Kathy and Steve Solomon
Dona and Stanley Gerson
Jeffrey and Letitia Mann
Rebecca and Daniel Levin
Paula Jacobi and Todd Wiener
Philip and Jackie Krause
Judy and Paul Langer

Susan Melczer
Jerry and Paula Kaye
S. and A. Ashman
Jane and Tony Rothschild
Baila and Irving Miller
Gail Zelitsky
Sheryl and Stopher Bartol
Bill and Carolyn Gifford
Laurie and Martin Merel
Dorothy Elkins
Lauren and Richard Segall 
Brenda and Howard Goffen
Leslie and Stuart Shulruff
The Chavkin Family
Lizzie and David Graham
Suzanne and Dan Kanter
David Spitulnik and Diana Cohen
Judith and Nick Greifer 
Daniel Derman

Early Childhood Equipment Fund
(to help provide new equipment for the 
Beth Emet Nursery School)
Tamar Rubin and Adam Parker
In honor of the marriage of  

Rachel Kelber and Gadi Revivo
Reva and Mort Denlow 

Happy Day Fund
(to support Beth Emet The Free 
Synagogue) 
In honor of Susan Melczer, Debbie 

and Bob Render, Terry and 
Andy Ratoff, Paul and Rosalie 
Greenberger, Lynne Kaminer and 
Dan Ray, and Georgene Wilson

Ben Kaberon and Billie Hall
In honor of the special birthday of 

Arlene Berke
Selma and Caleb Melamed
In honor of the 90th birthday of 

Ruth Wintroub
Jeremy and Laura Wintroub
Shirley Westerman
Annett Goldman
Barbara Mason
Shirley Fredson, The Davis Family, 

and the Gronich Family
Ruth Kolodny
In honor of the birth of  

Luca David Alberto Pagliarulo
In honor of the marriage of  

Ben Kaberon and Billie Hall
In honor of the birth of  

Jonah Lubov Bryan and Marley Rosen
In honor of the birth of  

Camilla Jane Morgan
In honor of the birth of Naomi Sholtes
In honor of the birth of Marni and 

Eliana Young
In honor of the birth of  

Eitan Joseph Revivo

In honor of the birth of  
Madelyn Jane Cohn

In honor of the marriage of 
Samantha Yablon and Mike Haney

Kahal Fund
(to support the Saturday morning 
Kahal worship community)
In memory of Lorie Chavkin,
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky, 
In memory of Phillip Gross,
In honor of the marriage of  

Margaux Friend and Ron Mangas, 
In honor of the wedding anniversary 

of Laurie and Martin Merel,
In memory of Ronald Golbus
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox
In honor of Kahal Chai
The Raus Family
Daniel Ray and Lynne Kaminer
In honor of Stacey Robinson,
In honor of Quin Goss becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah, and 
In memory of Oscar Liskar
Betsy Fuchs
In honor of Marilyn Price’s recent 

special 70th birthday
Diana Kindzred
In appreciation of Butch Mayer and
In memory of Shirley Levin
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox
In appreciation of Rebecca Raus
Jerri Zbiral
In honor of Jordan Selch becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah
Leslie and Peter Horwitz
In memory of Oscar Liskar
Ada Golbus and Esther Fox
Laura and Barry Miller
In honor of Ada Golbus’ birthday
Paul Fields

Kol Emet Fund
(to support the effort of making Beth 
Emet a center for Jewish music in the 
Chicago area)
In memory of Elizabeth Lee
Eileen Chapman
For the continued recovery of  

Bob Romanoff
Corinne Lee

Memorial Fund
(to support Beth Emet The Free 
Synagogue) 
In memory of Louise Gordon
Gerald Gordon
In memory of Barbara Rieck
Andrea and David Cohen
In memory of Naomi Perry
Michael and Arlene Berke
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky

צדקה
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Judy and Dick Rhodes
In memory of Helen Litvin
Nancy and Philip Bashook
In memory of Benita Masters,
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky,
In memory of Phillip Gross, and
In memory of Lorie Chavkin
Betsy Fuchs
In memory of Sidney Black
Melissa Hart
In memory of Frank Feder
The Family of Jeffrey and Letitia Mann
In memory of Larry Linn
Sandra and Bob Cutler
Nancy Liebman and David Futransky
In memory of Elsa Spitz
Jerry and Bernie Berk
In memory of Shirley Shevick
Dr. James and Rita Sheinin
In memory of Shirley Levin
Judith and Richard Rhodes
In memory of Ned T. Century
Sharon Gonsky
In memory of Harold Strum
Betsy Fuchs
In memory of Harvey Berman
Ilene and Jerry Kaplan
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky
In memory of Phillip Gross
In memory of Ben Kessler
In memory of Benita Masters
In memory of Frank Feder
In memory of Carolyn Ahrens
In memory of Fanny Morris
In memory of Dorothy Garofalo
In memory of Lawrence Linn
In memory of Shelley Lazarus
In memory of Elsa Spitz
In memory of Betty Harrison Aranov
In memory of Norma Hysen
In memory of Mayer Eisenstein
In memory of Joseph Scher
In memory of Sandi Cohen
In memory of Richard Boulanger
In memory of Shirley Levin
In memory of Joan Peters Caro
In memory of Rose Krischer
In memory of Larry Davis
In memory of Rhoda Bearman
In memory of Suzanne Golden
In memory of Daniel Snyder
In memory of Lolita Morris 
In memory of Lillian Mazur
In memory of Zita Friedman
In memory of Jay Hurwitz
In memory of Lawrence Sukenic
In memory of Shirley Ungerleider
In memory of Abe Vinik
In memory of Miriam Saywitz
In memory of Jay Gordon
In memory of Anita Levine

In memory of Carol Lulkin
In memory of  

Lawrence William Teweles
In memory of Norman Smeerin

Mitzvah Appeal
In honor of the 90th birthday of 

Ruth Wintroub
Jean and David Gumpert
In memory of Jay Hurwitz
Jeff and Letitia Mann

Music Fund
(to assist Beth Emet’s music program) 
In memory of Elsa Spitz
Myra Shneider

Sidney and Sarah Mogul  
Concert Fund
(provides support to defray the cost of 
the annual Sidney and Sarah Mogul 
Concert)
Anonymous
William DeWoskin and Associates
Howard Galper

Ozerim Fund
(to provide support for those in the 
congregation in need of healing)
In appreciation of Simon Anolick
Tami and Spike Manton
In appreciation
Amy Stanley and Bradley Zakarin

World Union for Progressive 
Judaism
Nancy and Jerry Fink

Special Donations
(to support the work and projects of 
Beth Emet)
Susan Buono
Catherine Giella
Daniel and Emily Render
Frieda Bernstein
David Hymes
Shoshana Waskow and Michael Slater
In honor of Rabbi and Elaine Knobel
Terrie and Bruce Stickler
In memory of Miriam Zarefsky
Kathleen M. Galvin
In honor of the birth of Marni 

Kinneret and Eliana Jordyn Young
Dick and Judy Rhodes
To thank Joyce Schrager for her class
Dick and Judy Rhodes
In memory of Shelley Lazarus
Sandy and Bob Cutler
In memory of Joan Caro
Sarah, Nisan, Eliana and  

Kadya Chavkin

Speedy Recovery Fund
For Ann Rubin and Laurie Rosen 

Jerry and Bernie Berk

Terumah Donors
Terumah is a gift from the heart.  Torah 
teaches us in Exodus 25:1-2, 8 that “God 
spoke to Moses, saying: Tell the People of 
Israel to bring Me gifts (terumah) and 
you shall accept gifts for Me from every 
person whose heart so moves him... And 
let them make Me a sanctuary that I 
may dwell among them.”

The list of donors below gave above their 
annual membership commitment in 
2014-15 to support Beth Emet’s diverse 
programming and services throughout 
the year.  Each of us benefits from 
each other’s generosity to help sustain 
our congregation, and we thank the 
following individuals who supported our 
Terumah program this year.  

Gilbert and Harriet Adelstein, in 
memory of Ida Adelstein 

Simon Anolick 
Frieda Bernstein
Sophie Black
Gladys and Hymen Bryer
Paul and Rebecca Fields 
Jerrold and Nancy Fink 
Hugh and Doris Gilbert 
Judi Gravdal and Murray Gordon
Dana Green Clancy and Tom Clancy
Ina Grodzin
William Kaplan
 in memory of Shirley Kaplan 
Barbara Kaufman
in memory of Lawrence A. Kaufman 
Corinne Lee and Sheldon Cohen
in honor of Rabbi London and 

Cantor Luck 
Jessie and Douglas Macdonald
 in honor of Patti Gerbie 
Letitia and Jeff Mann
Jane Pence and Doug Masters
Laura and Barry Miller
Neal Moglin and Mark Tendam
Gerald and Marylouise Noble
in memory of Jacob Noble Byer
Alicia and Mickey Resnick
Mary-Ann Wilson and  

Mark Rosenbaum
Miriam Rosenbusch, 
in memory of Herbert and Susi 

Rosenbusch 
Sally and Fred Rotenberg
in memory of Samuel and  

Lenore Sherwin 
Barbara Shapiro
in honor of the 35th wedding 

anniversary of Debbie and  
Bob Render

Barb and Mark Schoenfield
Leonard Shraiberg

 in memory of Miriam Shraiberg 
Leslie and Stuart Shulruff
Donald and Ruth Singer 
Louis and Eleanor Skydell 
Susan Fisher and Jonathan Yenkin
Nikki and David Zarefsky
in memory of Florence Pais
The Antman-Yanow Family

Tzedakah Fund
(to provide grant money to support 
causes, organizations and projects 
promoting justice, equality and social 
well-being)
Joan and Robert Fragen
In honor of the births of the 

granddaughters of Nikki and  
David Zarefsky and

In memory of Richard Stromberg
Adina E. Romain
Myra Shneider
In memory of Shirley Levin
Adina E. Romain
Mareon Arnold
Lisa and Howard Sachs
In honor of Sophie Black’s birthday
Adina Romain

Yad Torah Fund
( for the repair and replacement of our 
Torah scrolls)
In honor of Susan Blumenfeld
Mark Blumenfeld
In honor of the 50th wedding 

anniversary of Karin and  
Harvey Kelber

Roy and Lynne Hubert

Yahrzeit Fund
(in memory of a loved one)
Lea Green, Dr. Samuel B. Green and 

Elsie Spiegel
Frances Spiegel
Harvey Penn
Nola Penn
Arthur Metzger
Leni Weil
Herman Olex
Frieda O. Bernstein
Morris Hellman
Miriam Hellman
Lea Green
Bernadine and Jerome Berk
Belle Wilson
Georgene Wilson and Family
Harold and Sarah Glassman
Myra Glassman
Ned Century
The Century Girls
Martin Goldsmith and  

William Wray Squier
Robin Goldsmith
Ronald Fink
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Nancy and Jerry Fink
Roslyn Blumenfeld, Ella Waprin, 

Sarah Blumenfeld,  
Mildred Blumenfeld

Susan and Mark Blumenfeld
Barbara L. Rieck
Donald C. Rieck
Leona Toker Kavin
Hymie Kavin
Lorraine Eisenberg Iverson
Hana Iverson and Tamar Reiken
Stephanie Cybulski 
The Century Family
Samuel Schachtman
Gert Schachtman
David Coustan and Lillian Coustan
Harvey and Arlene Coustan
Fay Wagner
Sandra Gross
Marion Goldstein
Anne and Bill Goldstein
Selma Weisberg
Helen Rysemus
Paddy Lewis
Lindy Rubin
Sylvia Gordon
Debbe Gordon, Mike and Ellen Gordon
Louis Burd
Arlene Burd and Richard Steck
Boris and Rosa Anolick
Cas and Elizabeth Anolick
Horberg-Weinfield Family Members
Debra Horberg 
Irving Olex
Freida O. Bernstein
Toribio Jesse Murillo
Gerald and Marylouise Noble
Anne Wagner and  

Freide Chaikin Rabinowitz
Monte Levinson, Linda and  

Mark Harvey
Harold Gordon and Samuel Becker
Debbe Gordon, Mike and Ellen Gordon
My sister, aunts, uncles and cousins
Ann Bashook Leiner
Frances Century
Christina Century Family 
Al Robbins, Irving Walchirk, and 

Oscar Walchirk
Jane and Victor Walchirk
Bernice Hoffman
Gerald Hoffman
Theodore Ansell
Paul Ansell
Rose Weinberger
Naomi Yale
Daniel Litvin
Nancy and Phil Bashook
Ethel and Lee Noble
Gerald and Marylouise Noble
Harvey Grodzin

Ina Grodzin
Sally Pokorny
Stephen Pokorny
Ida Gleiberman
Andrea Katz
Dr. Arthur Dunn and  

Dr. Robert Smuckler
Elaine Dunn Engel
Robert Forgash
Jeff and Julie Forgash
Stanley Spiegel
Frances Speigel
Edward T. Carmody
Elizabeth and Sandi Lerner
Ellen Shraiberg
Leonard Shraiberg
Ruth Davis
Barbara and Leon Keer
Bryan Koehler
Anne and Bill Goldstein
Jacob Kavin
Hymie Kavin
Sol Sonenklar and Shirley Richter
Sharon Doney
Walter H. Sobel
Richard Sobel
Edwin B. Levine and Myra E. Levine
Pat Levine
Miriam Shraiberg
Leonard Shraiberg
Mildred Levine
Carl Levine
Scott Kravitz
Gert Schachtman
Lois Snider
Burt Snider and Family
Joseph L. Zarefsky
David and Nikki Zarefsky
Adeline Becker
Debbe Gordon, Mike and Ellen Gordon
Merton Mazor and Lois Mazor
Sheldon Mazor
Bertha Wool, Bunny Wool, and 

Irving Wool
The Wool Family 
Elizabeth Brachman 
Mac Brachman
Malcom K. Brachman
The Brachman Family
Minda Brachman
The Brachman and Velazquez Family
Murray Safran
Judy and Ken Flaxman
Bea Goldberg
Florence Jacobson
Bennie P. Katz
Marvin and Barbara Primack
Dr. Jerome Katz
Irene and Julie Katz and Family
Jeremy Greenberg
Debbe Gordon

Theodore Rudy
Carole Kern
Gitel Sosewitz
Ben Sosewitz
Helen Olex
Frieda Bernstein
Melvin Cohen
Don Rieck
Rita Janet Leeser
Arlene Burd
Harriet Sear
Michael and Debbie Sear
Louis and Liuba Tenofsky
Jessica T. Feldman
Mollie Mazor
Sheldon Mazor
Benjamin Berkowitz
Bernie and Jerry Berk
Evelyn Levinson
Monte Levinson, Linda and  

Mark Harvey
Edwin Green
Beth Yas
Paul Kaufman
Larry, Claire and William Kaufman
Marvin Leiner
Ann Leiner
Motita Rebergher
Dana Solomon
Robert Kruger
Lynne Kaminer and Daniel Ray
Maurice Chapman
Corinne Chapman Lee
Albert Einhorn
Judith Haddon
Sylvia Kaplan Cohen
Harriet C. Stone
Benn Steck
Richard Steck and Arlene Burd
Lina Weil
Rolf and Leni Weil
Sue Moeckel
Joan Lebow
Melvin Katz
Andrea Katz
Naomi Miller
Nola Penn
Dorothy Vihon
Carol Vihon Hirsch
Sol Zuckert and Rose Fabry
Dorothy Zuckert
Roy Ramsey
Glenn Ramsey and  

Rosalind Ramsey-Goldman
Gertrude Brodsky, Hunt H. Unger 

and Anni Lewinsky Unger
Allan, Beverly and Nicole Brodsky
Sol Merel, Rose Ottenstein,  

Sadie Merel Glick, Gertrude Levin
Martin and Laurie Merel
Norman Korff

Jane and Herb Beller
Mollie Huckman
Michael and Beverly Huckman
Jeannette Gottlieb 
Anita Gottlieb and Mitchell Miller
Miriam Mae Gross
Eston and Sandra Gross
Rosalyn Hewertson
Ellen and Matt Feldman
Jerome Warm
Helen Rysemus
Lee Harris and Marguerite Farkas
Ricki Harris
Florence Pfeifer and Irving Goldberg
George and Judy Pfeifer
Louis Neiman and Esther Kaiser
Janet Reed
Arnie Spector
The Spector Family
Joe Shulruff
Stuart and Leslie Shulruff
Sylvia Berkowitz
Jerry and Bernie Berk
Emil Moss
Marilyn Hendershot
N. Roy Beller
Herb Beller
Harry Vihon
Carol Vihon Hirsch
Bernard Michaels
Gary and Terri Michaels

Youth Programming
(to provide funding for Beth Emet’s 
many youth activities)
In memory of Florence Pais
Geri Lynn Yanow, Karen and 

Howard Crystal

Bima Flower Sponsors
Ellen and David Barish, in honor of 

their 30th wedding anniversary
Marla and Marc Abramson, in honor 

of Michael becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Karen and Byron Schneidman, in 

honor of Laura becoming a  
Bat Mitzvah

Hank and Emily Neuberger, in 
celebration of the upcoming 
wedding of Jamie Neuberger to  
Eli Litoff

The Berger Family, in honor of Maya 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah

The Grandparents of Lily Fitzgerald, 
in honor of her becoming a  
Bat Mitzvah  

Oneg Sponsors
Jane and Gregory Wintroub, in 

celebration of our 45th Anniversary
Karin and Harvey Kelber, in honor 

of the upcoming marriage of their 
daughter, Rachel Kelber to  
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we need to do a better job of engaging 
our members.  Engaging them both with 
the synagogue and with one another—
because there is no such thing as a genuine 
community without strong personal 
relationships being forged. Engaging them 
by offering avenues for participation and 
sharing, and also by facilitating the ability 
of members to create their own initiatives 
with one another.    

We have embarked on a variety of 
initiatives in this regard, only some of 
which I’ll mention tonight. First, at 
the recommendation of a task force 
on membership engagement that we 
constituted last year, a group of almost 
40 volunteers is busily organizing literally 
dozens of neighborhood gatherings that 
will allow Beth Emet members who live 
near one another to meet each other 
in social settings at people’s houses.  As 
I said, community is a function of the 
personal, and this will be the first in a 
series of ongoing steps to provide the 
building blocks.

Second, we have constituted a task force, 
which is being led by Ellen Frank-Miller 
and Lee Weintraub, specifically addressed 
to the question of how we can design 
better mechanisms for involvement by 
those who would like to have such greater 
involvement. Part of this examination 
includes looking at how to create better 
points of entry into Synagogue task 
forces, committees, or other Synagogue-
created structures. But the task force 
is also looking into how we can help 
members create their own structures or 
groups with other members, for whatever 

interests them.  We look forward to 
receiving their report.  

Third, we are putting together, under 
Wendy Yanow’s chairmanship, a 
leadership development program which 
will be open to anyone in the Synagogue 
interested in potentially playing a 
more active role in the Synagogue and 
interested in learning about our history, 
our governance and our issues.  

Fourth, a key aspect of membership 
engagement at Beth Emet, and one of our 
core values, is the participation in social 
justice activities. We have much to be 
proud of in that regard but the time has 
come to refresh and expand our efforts, 
including expanding the participation 
of our membership and offering greater 
opportunities for such participation. 
We have undertaken two initiatives in 
that regard. One involves Beth Emet 
Soup Kitchen. As many have said, our 
Soup Kitchen is the crown jewel in our 
social justice activities. For too many 
congregants, though, it is off the radar 
screen.  We need to address that and also 
ensure that the Soup Kitchen has in place 
the mechanisms it needs to ensure its 
long-term sustainability. A task force we 
appointed, chaired by Jessie MacDonald 
and Abbey Prujan, is in the process of 
concluding a report on these issues, 
including how to encourage member 
participation, which it will be delivering 
to the Board in the next several months.  

But Soup Kitchen is not enough. 
Widespread participation by this 
Congregation in social justice activities 
demands more. To paraphrase, the day 
is too short and the needs too urgent. 
That is why I convened a meeting in 

January of this year, attended by more 
than 40 people, to begin a discussion 
of how to create additional, ongoing 
participatory social justice activities for 
our Congregation—an effort that will 
recommence and, I believe, bear fruit in 
the very near future.

These are all just beginnings. But the 
challenge of enhancing membership 
engagement is critical because everything 
else flows from it, including the next 
challenge I’m going to address: improving 
our operating finances.

2. Finances.  Let me begin by briefly 
reviewing where we’ve been and 
discussing where we are.  

Last May, the Board adopted a budget for 
this fiscal year that included an $88,000 
deficit out of about $2.3 million in 
operating expenses. Let me put that figure 
into some context. It is less than 5 percent 
of our annual operating budget. And we 
have over $2.6 million in our Foundation 
funds, about half of which is unrestricted. 
So, there are no impending crises. 

However, we didn’t adopt this deficit 
budget because we had a “tomorrow is 
another day” attitude. Nor did we adopt 
it because we were afraid of making hard 
choices. To the contrary, we approved the 
deficit precisely because we recognized 
that doing so was a hard choice. The 
alternative, we determined, would be to 
make deep cuts in core programming 
that would injure our future and create 
a potential downwards spiral. At the 
same time, we recognized that we as a 
congregation cannot have meaningful 
budget deficits for a sustained period 
of time.  Accordingly, we made the 
Continued on page 38
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Gadi Revivo
The Berkes, in honor of Arlene’s special birthday 

The Wintroub Family, in honor of Ruth’s 90th 
Birthday

Susan Laws and Michael Orenstein, in honor of 

their daughter Rachel becoming a Bat Mitzvah

Wine and Cheese Reception Sponsors
The Ogorodnik and Greenwald Families, in honor 

of Daniel becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Arlene and Sam Shiroff, in honor of the naming of 

their children Arianna and Alex 
Karin and Harvey Kelber, in celebration of their 

50th wedding anniversary
Danielle Crown and Jeremy Pfeifer, in honor of 

Molly’s Bat Mitzvah
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conscious decision to put balanced 
budgets to one side for a period while we 
embarked on efforts to increase revenues, 
recognizing that it would take time for 
efforts in that regard to be implemented 
and bear fruit. And we recognized 
that the two most promising areas for 
revenue enhancements were increased 
philanthropy and increased membership.

As it turns out, the most recent estimates 
are that we’ll do better than our 
initially projected $88,000 deficit for 
this fiscal year. The current projection 
is a deficit of about $60,000.  Much 
of that improvement is, in fact, due 
to an increase in giving. Specifically, 
our Mitzvah Appeal this year, which 
goes straight to operating income, 
raised significantly more money than 
it ever has—because, I believe, people 
recognized that our needs are greater. 
We owe a tremendous thanks to Rich 
and Arlene Steele and Jane and Greg 
Wintroub for their co-chairing the 
appeal and the tremendous results they 
achieved—results that, nonetheless, have 
left a $60,000 deficit.

Part of the reason for that deficit traces 
to somewhat worse than expected 
results for our early childhood program, 
particularly the extended care portion of 
that program. We have looked carefully 
at that and what to do in response. And 
this is an example of an instance where 
we determined that less is not more. As 
best we can determine, our extended care 
program was not sufficiently attractive 
and competitive with alternatives during 
this past year because the care offered 
was not extended enough. Accordingly, 
we have made the judgment that the way 
to health for the program is to expand 
it, not to pull back—especially given 
that studies by the URJ and our own 
experience tell us that enrollment in EC 

programs is a key entryway to synagogue 
membership down the line.

But early childhood is only one set of 
budgetary line items, and there are bigger 
trends and bigger picture issues involved 
here.  Like virtually all synagogues, 
indeed all religious institutions for that 
matter, we have been faced with declining 
household membership over the years.  
While that trend has slowed greatly it 
has not entirely stopped.  Meanwhile, an 
increasing number of our households are 
unable to afford full dues. We sometimes 
forget that we are quite an economically 
diverse congregation, as well as diverse 
in so many others ways. And our costs, 
many of which are fixed costs, continue 
to go up just by virtue of general increases 
in prices.  

What all of that means is that we will 
once again be anticipating a deficit in the 
coming year, comparable to or larger than 
that which we ended up with this year. 
And that brings us back to the challenge 
of addressing this conundrum.    

The answer remains increasing our 
revenues, and the avenues remain 
twofold.  First, we need to make a 
sustained effort to increase the number 
of our households. Recognizing that, a 
task force under the leadership of Julie 
Zaideman and Susan Zukrow has been 
hard at work since the fall developing 
a set of marketing recommendations, 
with specified targets, which are about 
to be rolled out to the Board. This is 
something that we’ve never really done 
as a congregation but as I said at the 
beginning, the time is past where we can 
simply sit back and hope that people find 
their way to us.

It is important to recognize, however, that 
the very best form of external marketing 
is word of mouth, neighbor to neighbor, 
friend to friend. Remember, you are not 
just ambassadors for this congregation, 
you are this congregation.  It is also crucial 

to recognize that the prerequisite to 
gaining—and retaining—households is 
continued genuine excellence in what we 
do and what we offer. It is that which will 
distinguish us and it is imperative that 
we keep our eye on that ball at all times. 
Even modest success in these efforts, a net 
increase of 20 households, would wipe 
out our deficit.

Second, even with the increase in 
giving to the Mitzvah Appeal this year, 
the reality is that contributions to the 
Synagogue, whether from individuals 
or from income generated by the Beth 
Emet Foundation, remain low, especially 
compared to peer synagogues. Most of 
our peers raise close to 30 percent of their 
revenues each year from a combination 
of yearly contributions and income 
generated by endowments. We obtain 
barely over 20 percent of our revenues 
from that combination.  

This year was a start in the right direction 
but we need to—and can—do better, on 
both contribution fronts. What people 
need to realize is that if we want to have 
a vibrant congregation in our backyard, 
one that will educate our children, one 
at which we can celebrate simchas and 
find solace in times of mourning, one in 
which we can share searches for meaning, 
and one that will help maintain the flame 
of Judaism—a progressive Judaism—for 
generations hence, the responsibility is 
squarely on us. No one else will come 
forward and do so. And we need to 
do a much better job of continuing to 
educate people about why it is that the 
Synagogue needs their support and is not 
simply some spendthrift organization 
ever clamoring for more. That being 
said, we recognize that our fundraising 
is inefficient and diffuse. In this coming 
year, we hope to address that and create a 
more rational and integrated approach.   

That leaves the potential of increasing yearly 
Continued on page 39
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contributions from the Foundation as well, 
which leads me to my third challenge.

3.  A capital campaign. A yearly budget 
is only a short-term snapshot. It does not 
capture longer term needs or investments. 
We cannot ignore those but we have done 
so for too long.

It has been 15 years since we had a capital 
campaign at this congregation. In the 
interim, we have done little or nothing 
either by way of making long-term 
investments or maintaining those we have.

We have ignored building our 
endowment—to our detriment. Not only 
do we thereby create an insecure safety net, 
we have placed unnecessary stress on our 
yearly budget. An additional $1.5 million 
in foundation, a modest amount, would by 
itself generate sufficient additional income 
to wipe out this year’s deficit.

We also have a building that is in dire 
need of basic repairs. As I don’t need to 
tell those of you here tonight, the seating 
in our Sanctuary is long past the time of 

needed replacement. We have front doors 
that were jerry-rigged a couple of years 
ago, when they were literally falling apart, 
but which will fall apart again in the near 
future because of the water that pours in 
when there is rain or snow. The list could 
go on and on. Yet even aside from all 
this, our physical spaces look tired and 
worn. Other congregations have spruced 
themselves. We have not.

We have also potentially short 
changed ourselves in our staffing. 
Other congregations have used capital 
campaigns to endow positions or to 
help provide additional income sources 
for enhanced staffing. We too could 
make those choices. For example, as I 
have mentioned on other occasions, we 
are the only congregation I have heard 
of with close to 700 households and 
but a single full-time rabbi. We lack a 
development director, an innovation 
that other congregations have used 
both to rationalize and stimulate their 
fundraising efforts.   

In the coming year, I will be asking our 
Board of Trustees to make fundamental 
decisions regarding these highly strategic 

matters. They will be asked to decide 
whether to approve a capital campaign, 
and, if so, for how much and targeted 
to what investment priorities. There 
are so many that hard choices will have 
to be made. But I am confident that 
after a healthy debate, we will approve a 
campaign and begin planning its launch 
in the coming year—leading to a new set 
of challenges. 

So, these are the challenges that we face, 
just to name a few. In light of all this, 
you may be asking, David, why would 
you possibly re-up for another year as 
President? Why not just say good riddance 
and leave this all for someone else?

The answer is because I believe in this 
congregation. I would not be standing 
here if I did not believe that these are 
challenges that can be met, tasks that 
can be accomplished, hurdles that 
can be overcome. And I believe in the 
value of what we do and what it is that 
we, together, will be preserving and 
creating in the process of meeting these 
challenges. But I will need, we will need, 
your help and full support in these efforts 
in the coming year. Kain yehi ratzon.
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and to communicate more information 
more quickly to a broader audience.  
But, we recognize and accept the 
cost, those of us who did not grow 
up with computers to adapt perhaps 
unpleasantly, to this electronic era, 
creating some disconnections.

If I were free to set the capital and 
operating priorities for the coming 

years it would be continued investment 
in education, investment in the 
building to enable us to become more 
competitive, investment in the sanctuary 
to encourage people to want to attend 
services comfortably.  Fortunately for 
the congregation, however, we have a 
strong finance committee (Rob Levin, 
Jory Lannes, Bob Render, Simon 
Anolick, Adam Stock, and Jeff Mann ex 
oficio), who will counter-balance me as 
needed, a perceptive Board of Trustees 

who will compel us to justify our values, 
and a strong and very competent cadre 
of clerical and lay leadership to guide 
us.  I will be back in touch with you 
shortly.  In the meantime, my email is 
murrayg001@me.com (or email Bekki 
Kaplan), with your thoughts, priorities, 
and questions.  I will read them all.



Page 40

From the Rabbi  
Continued from page 3

In the area of community building, we 
are delighted that B.E. a Neighbor has 
come to fruition. Thanks to the hard 
work of Rebecca Raus, Suzanne Coffey, 
Elaine Lev, and Bekki Kaplan, the dream 
of neighborhood gatherings for Beth 
Emet congregants is happening. The goal 
is to help Beth Emet folks get to know 
others from the congregation that live in 
their neighborhood and to strengthen 
relationships in our community. Forty-
one neighborhood groups have been 
created, each group ranging in size from 
10 to 26 households, and more than 
65 member households are serving as 
neighborhood leaders. Watch EmetMail 
for write-ups and pictures from various 
neighborhood gatherings and make sure 
you attend your own!

On the technical side of operations, in 
order to better engage with and to have a 
deeper understanding of the congregation, 
Bekki has worked closely with our database 
developer in California to expand the 
current platform of Salesforce, a leading 
customer relations online management 
program. Beth Emet, along with a few other 
congregations are pioneering this work, 
that will allow both our staff as well as our 
lay leadership to track important narrative 
information about our members beyond 
basic demographics, class enrollments, and/
or yahrzeits.

This past fall we celebrated 18 years of 
the Kahal Shabbat morning minyan—
Kahal Chai. Rabbi Knobel spoke that 
weekend about how unique Beth Emet is 
among Reform congregations to offer a 
diversity of worship services and what a 
testament it is to the strength and depth 
of our community. It was such a pleasure 
to host our previous worship leaders 
including Cantor Klepper and to enjoy a 
musically rich Shabbat morning service 
and a Saturday night sing a long.

Speaking of music, we were delighted last 
week to announce the hiring of a new 
cantor, Susie Friedman. The cantorial 
search committee was impressed by her 
warmth, enthusiasm, stellar voice, and 
her track record of success at her student 
internship where she built from nothing 
a forty children children’s choir and a 

family High Holiday mahzor. In addition 
to being drawn to Beth Emet because of 
our musical history and variety of worship 
opportunities, she shares our commitment 
to Tikkun Olam and is impressed by 
our excellent educational programs and 
vibrant community. We look forward 
to welcoming Cantor Friedman and her 
family—her husband Ross and children 
Abigail and Ze’ev to the Beth Emet 
community. Cantor Friedman’s first day 
on the job will be July 1.

Finally, I’d like to share some of the 
ways in which Beth Emet continues 
to be a leader in our broader Evanston 
community. This is the second year we 
are hosting One Jewish Evanston which 
brings together Jews from all streams of 
Judaism for prayer, study, and socializing. 
Our Shabbat and Shavuot programs have 
been well-attended and very successful. 
We will again host a joint Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot—a night of study on erev 
Shavuot—on the theme of Shabbat 
which is Beth Emet’s annual theme. With 
so much rancor and divisiveness in the 
Jewish community, it’s heartening to see 

our community engaging in deep study 
and civil discourse with each other and 
enjoying each other’s company.

Additionally, Beth Emet led the Muslim-
Jewish Fast for Peace on Shiva Asar 
B’Tammuz—a traditional fast day that 
commemorates the breaching of the 
walls of Jerusalem before the destruction 

of the Temple—which, this year, 
corresponded to one of the fast days in 
the Muslim fast month of Ramadan. 
The fast had been organized by Jews 
and Palestinians in Israel to call for 
a renewed commitment to find a 
peaceful resolution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict as war was raging 
between Israel and Hamas. Fasts 
were held around the world. The 
only one in the Chicago-area was 
the one we organized in Evanston. 
Beth Emet also took leadership roles 

in the Evanston-wide interfaith prayer 
service after the Ferguson decision and the 
rally in Fountain Square after the Staten 
Island grand jury decision. The interfaith 
community in Evanston continues to look 
to Beth Emet for its leadership.

I would like to extend my thanks to 
the Klei Kodesh—the amazing people 
I am privileged to work with every day. 
Marci is passionate about Jewish learning 
and devotes a tremendous amount of 
time and energy to making sure that 
it is accessible to everyone whatever 
their learning styles, their special needs, 
their challenging schedules or their age.  
Marci has a knack for making Jewish 
learning available and attractive to all. 
Kathy continues to work hard to expand 
the reach of our EC program while 
maintaining the highest standards of 
education. I’m also very pleased that 
she went after and received grants to 
extend Beth Emet’s reach out into the 
community so that we can engage with 
this crucial population for Beth Emet’s 
future—families with young children. 
Continued on  page 41 
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Bekki continues to run all our operations 
smoothly despite the fact that we had 
staff transitions in two key positions 
this year—our education assistant and 
our accountant. Bekki lives the values of 
caring about each individual and works 
tirelessly to strengthen the bonds among 
Beth Emet members. Abby has brought 
enthusiasm and tremendous emotional 
and intellectual intelligence to the 
position of youth director. We appreciate 
her exuberance and her contributions not 
only to our teens, but to the larger Beth 
Emet community. We have appreciated 
the six years that Cantor Luck has 
served our community with warmth and 
enthusiasm. We are sorry to see him go, 
but we wish him much success in his new 
position at Congregation Emanu-El in 
San Francisco. 

I also want to express my thanks to the 
lay leadership for its tireless devotion to 
the Beth Emet community. I particularly 
want to single out our president David 
Graham; his willingness to take on a 
third year as president says it all. He 
cares deeply about our community and 
is committed to its values and its success. 
David brings his tremendous intellect, 
analytical, and communication skills 
as well as a deep love for Judaism. He 
engenders respect and admiration from 
the community. To work and learn from 
David is a pleasure and an honor. I look 
forward to another year!

This week in which we elect board 
members and officers of the congregation 
we read the beginning of the book of 
Leviticus—Parashat Vayikra

What can we learn about leadership and 
community from Parashat Vayikra?

The first word of this Torah portion, 
which is also the first word of the Book of 
Leviticus, is vayikra – vav, yud, kuf, resh, 

aleph. Vayikra translates to “God calls”—
God calls Moses in the Torah portion to 
teach him about the laws of sacrifice. But 
there is something unusual about this 
word in Torah; the final aleph is written 
smaller than the other letters in the word. 
The rabbis teach that this small aleph 
attests to Moses’ humility, as we read later 
in Torah: “And the man Moshe was the 
most humble of men on the face of the 
earth.” (Number 12:3)

Moses teaches us that leadership is not 
about leaders getting special recognition, 
but about being in service to others. 
The task of leadership is to understand 
the concerns of the community and 
to do what’s in the best interests of the 
community at large.

This parsha which then goes on to 
detail the sacrifices that were done in 
the Tabernacle in the wilderness and 
later in the Temples in Jerusalem is not 
considered to be the most scintillating of 
Torah texts, especially since the Jewish 
people has not been offering sacrifices for 
almost 2000 years! I recently discovered, 
however, a Talmudic teaching about the 
sacrificial cult that applies to us and our 
community today.

“Ben Zoma said: ‘I have found a verse that 
contains the whole of the Torah: “Shema 
Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Echad.” 
Ben Nanus said: ‘I have found a verse 
that contains the whole of the Torah: 
“You will love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Shimon b. Pazi said: ‘I have found a verse 
that contains the whole of the Torah: 
“You shall offer the one lamb in the 
morning and you shall offer the other 
lamb at twilight.” (Exodus 29:39). Rabbi, 
their master, stood up and decided, “The 
law is according to Ben Pazi.”

What? Offering a lamb in the morning  
and in the evening is the most important 
verse in Torah?

The text is teaching that the constancy 
of sacrifices is what makes loving one’s 

neighbor as oneself and living according 
to the implications of the Shema— that 
the whole universe is connected into one 
intricate whole— possible. Our task as 
human beings and Jews is to live these 
values – to care deeply about one another 
and to live in such a way that shows 
we understand our connection to the 
greater whole of the universe and that our 
actions have a real impact on the world 
around us. The text teaches that without 
constant and consistent efforts, our 
society and its values break down. 

We know that there are people in our 
congregation who only access Beth Emet 
for limited reasons—maybe they only 
come on the High Holidays or for a 
lifecycle event or an education program. 
But without the constancy of the 
efforts of the leadership—both lay and 
professional—nurturing and supporting 
our community day in and day out, these 
opportunities wouldn’t be available. 
Leadership is not something that we 
exercise every once in a while if we want 
to maintain a successful community 
that is able to live its values; those who 
lead must consistently think about and 
bring creative solutions to our challenges 
so that we can be a dynamic and caring 
community. This is what the leadership 
of Beth Emet has been tasked with, and 
I know you are up to the challenge. You 
have been selected for your dedication 
and love for this community and its 
members as well as for the myriad talents 
you bring. My blessing for you tonight 
is that you, our capable and committed 
board members, be blessed to see and 
experience the fruit of your tireless and 
consistent efforts—a caring and engaged 
community that supports each other 
and works collectively to make a positive 
impact on our world.  

Chadashonחדשון
C

h
adashon



Page 42

Shabbat Worship at Beth Emetתפ׳לה

Worship Opportunities
The celebration of Shabbat is integral 
to the life of Beth Emet.  Each week it 
offers the opportunity to slow down, 
take a cleansing breath, and focus on 
rejuvenation. Our Shabbat worship 
services and programs are designed with 
you in mind—blending spirituality, 
song, and festivity, our intergenerational 
and family-friendly services allow the 
opportunity for reflection, learning, 
and to create connections with fellow 
congregants. This year, as we explore 
the impact that Shabbat has on us both 
individually and as a community, Beth 
Emet invites you to explore the multitude 
of weekly Shabbat and study offerings.  
To learn more or to find the service 
schedule, please visit us online at  
www.bethemet.org.      

Worship Schedule
Friday Night

Kabbalat Shabbat services begin at 
6:30 p.m. Join us for a wine and cheese 
reception beginning at 5:45 p.m.

On the second Friday of the month, 
Kabbalat Services begin at 8:00 p.m. 
followed by an oneg.  
(Please note, in July and August, there are 
no 8:00 p.m. services.)

Shabbat Morning Worship

Kahal meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Weiner 
Room for a full Shacharit (morning) 

service. Kahal means community, 
and this intergenerational Shabbat 
morning worship service offers a weekly 
opportunity to pray, sing and study in a 
lively, family-friendly environment. Each 
week, a thought-provoking discussion 
of the Torah portion is led by a Kahal 
volunteer, Rabbi London, or the Director 
of Lifelong Learning, Marci Dickman. 

Children are encouraged to join Kahal 
for as much or as little as they would 
like, with babysitting always available 
whenever they need a break. Services 
are followed by Kiddush each week, and 
on the last Saturday of each month, a 
potluck vegetarian lunch.

There is also a Kahal list serve that often 
posts notices about Kahal as well as 
upcoming b’nai mitzvah and/or follow up 
postings from a given D’var Torah.  To add 
your name, please contact the office or join 
the Beth Emet Kahal Group on Facebook.

Shabbat Morning Minyan

Each Shabbat morning a worship service 
and lively discussion of the week’s Torah 
reading is held in room 208, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. Led by lay Hebrew readers, the 
service mixes prayer and song followed 
by participatory discussion that focuses 
on interpretation aimed at both historic 
and contemporary understanding of the 
Parsha.  A festive Kiddish follows.

Originally designed in the 1960’s by 
Beth Emet member Herbert Hubert, the 
service includes a blend of spirituality, 
intellectuality, and camaraderie.

Beyond Om: Spiritual Practice for the 
Jewish Soul

This program is for those interested 
in deepening their spiritual life in a 
Jewish context. We read articles on 
Jewish theology and explore various 
Jewish spiritual practices. This program 
combines prayer, meditation, study and 
discussion, particularly emphasizing 
the teachings of early Hasidism and the 
practice of meditation. We meet once 
a month at Rabbi London’s home on 
Shabbat afternoon (3:30–5:30 p.m.)  
for seudah shlishit (the third meal of 
Shabbat) and conclude our time together 
with Havdallah. New participants are 
always welcome. Please check the website 
at www.bethemet.org  for updates and 
RSVP information. 

Tot Shabbat

Geared toward children under 5 and 
their parents or grandparents, we sing 
with Cantor Arik Luck, dance with the 
Torahs, and enjoy a story from Rabbi 
Andrea London. Afterwards, everyone 
gathers for lox-and-bagel brunch, 
playtime for the children and schmooze 
time for adults.

Become a Shabbat Sponsor! 
Share your simcha (celebration) with the Congregation! Kabbalat Shabbat (Friday 
night) at Beth Emet is a significant time to build community, share in the joy of 
Shabbat, celebrate, and reflect. You can support key parts of Kabbalat Shabbat 
including the wine and cheese reception held prior to our 6:30 p.m. services and the 
Oneg Shabbat following our 8:00 p.m. service on the second Friday of the month. 
Become a Shabbat Sponsor and you become a partner in our continued ability to 
provide this weekly experience. 

Please consider sponsoring to celebrate or honor a special birthday, anniversary,
engagement, or trip to Israel!

The cost of sponsorship is $210. To become a Shabbat Sponsor, please contact Bekki 
Harris Kaplan at bkaplan@bethemet.org.

Contribute to a  
Beth Emet Fund

Honor a loved one or remember those 
we have lost by making a donation to 
Beth Emet. A complete list of funds 
can be found on our website under 
“Giving.” Donate online, by mail, by 
stock transfer, in person, or by phone 
at 847-869-4230 ext. 301.
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Erev Shabbat  - Friday, June 5
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. – Kol Emet Shabbat and a Special 
Shabbat to Honor Cantor Arik Luck
Shabbat Dinner following services

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, June 6
9:30 a.m. -  Kahal Shabbat  
9:30 a.m. -  Shabbat  Minyan
10:30 a.m. – Chava Mitzen and Zoe Salamon 
B’not Mitzvah

Erev Shabbat - Friday, June 12
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat 

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, June 13
9:30 a.m. - Shabbat Minyan
9:30 a.m. – Gillian Rosenberg Bat Mitzvah with 
Kahal

Sunday, June 14
8:45 a.m. – Weekday Minyan

Erev Shabbat - Friday, June 19
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, June 20
9:00 a.m. - Tot Shabbat and Kiddush
9:30 a.m. - Shabbat Minyan
9:45 a.m. - Kahal Shabbat
3:30 p.m. – Beyond Om: Spiritual Practice for 
the Jewish Soul at Rabbi London’s Home

Erev Shabbat  - Friday, June 26
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, June 27
9:30 a.m. -  Kahal Shabbat  
9:30 a.m. -  Shabbat  Minyan
12:00 p.m. – Shabbat Potluck Lunch
Sunday, June 28
8:45 a.m. – Weekday Minyan

Erev Shabbat  - Friday, July 3
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, July 4
9:30 a.m. -  Kahal Shabbat  
9:30 a.m. -  Shabbat  Minyan

Erev Shabbat - Friday, July 10
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, July 11
9:30 a.m. - Shabbat Minyan
9:30 a.m. - Kahal Shabbat

Sunday, July 12
8:45 a.m. – Weekday Minyan

Erev Shabbat - Friday, July 17
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, July 18
9:00 a.m. - Tot Shabbat and Kiddush
9:30 a.m. - Shabbat Minyan
9:45 a.m. - Kahal Shabbat

Erev Shabbat  - Friday, July 24
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, July 25
9:30 a.m. -  Kahal Shabbat  
9:30 a.m. -  Shabbat  Minyan
12:00 p.m. – Shabbat Potluck Lunch

Sunday, July 26
8:45 a.m. – Weekday Minyan
Erev Shabbat  - Friday, July 31
5:45 p.m. - Reception
6:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning - Saturday, August 1
9:30 a.m. -  Shabbat at Lighthouse Beach Park 
(2611 Sheridan Road, Evanston)  
9:30 a.m. -  Shabbat  Minyan

June - July Worship Services

Shabbat Worship at Beth Emetתפ׳לה
W
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Miss a D’var Torah? 
Catch up by listening or reading text from past services on 
Beth Emet’s website.  
Visit www.bethemet.org/prayer/sermons



Flames to Heaven
by Debbie Perlman z”l
Eighty-Seven 
Shabbat

Stars reflect off heaven’s hem
As Shabbat enters quietly;
other, over, away all week,
Shabbat is the fruit of six days’ imaginings. 
Hushed and soft, with tender smile,
Shabbat greets us as we raise our cups; 
Shabbat perches upon the rim
And nods as we bless and praise and remember.

Come again to us, Gracious Host,
Fill our hearts with peace;
Come sing with us, Sweet Singer,
We will fill our mouths with praise.

Surround us with Shabbat’s beauty,
All time in a day;
Surround us with the faces of our dear ones:
Now and then and still to be.

Come again to us, Gracious Host,
Come again as Shabbat is seated at our table;
Come sing with us, Sweet Singer,
As Shabbat fills our home with peace.
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