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May 12, 2016

Councilor Craig Dirksen
Metro
Chair, Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation 
600 NE Grand
Portland, Oregon 97232

Re: Regional Flex Funds Allocation

Dear Councilor Dirksen,

The Westside Economic Alliance (WEA) has reviewed the JPACT recommendation on the allocation of the Regional Flexible Funds for 2019 – 2021 and would like to provide the following comments. We recognize the transportation funding limitations that faces the region. The WEA has consistently supported local efforts to secure new funding sources for all modes of transportation. We have supported these efforts because we believe a balanced approach to transportation funding is the most beneficial path for the region to follow. With that in mind, we are concerned that JPACT’s recommendation on the Regional Flexible Funds moves away from this balanced approach, particularly when it comes to funding critically needed freight improvements in the region.  

As you are aware, the region’s (and Oregon’s) economy is heavily dependent on the movement of goods. Previous Metro and Port of Portland studies have highlighted this dependence.  Freight relies on many aspects of the transportation system – highways, rail, port facilities and the 

[bookmark: _GoBack]local roads that provide the linkage among those modes in that multi-modal freight network. We are concerned that, by reducing the amount of funds directed to the smaller freight improvements, the JPACT recommendation on Regional Flexible Funding allocation is overlooking a critical component of the region’s transportation infrastructure. In doing so, the region runs the risk of falling further behind other metropolitan areas in economic competitiveness. We believe that investing in transportation system infrastructure that supports the multi-modal freight mobility, the long-term benefits will result in a significant regional economic return on those investments. We also believe that investing in freight improvements will result in overall vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian system safety improvements that will benefit all system users by reducing the need for freight traffic to find alternate routes to avoid congestion. 

Looking to future Regional Flexible Funding allocations we would urge Metro to recognize and emphasize the importance of freight to the region and state. This will insure that transportation improvements that support freight movements are considered equally with other transportation modes and programs.
Respectfully,
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Pam Treece					
Executive Director
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