
BAY AREA 

AIR O!!ALlTY 

MANAGEMENT 

DISTRICT 

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
Tom Bates 

Scott Haggerty 
Nate Miley 

(Vice-Chair) 
Tim Sbranti 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
John Gioia 

David Hudson 
Mary Piepho 
Mark Ross 

MARIN COUNTY 
Susan Adams 

NAPA COUNTY 
Brad Wagenknecht 

SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY 
John Avalos 
Edwin M. Lee 

Eric Mar 

SAN MATEO COUNTY 
Carole Groom 

(Secretary) 
Carol Klatt 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
Cindy Chavez 

Ash Kalra 
(Chair) 

Liz Kniss 
Jan Pepper 

SOLANO COUNTY 
James Spering 

SONOMA COUNTY 
Teresa Barrett 
Shirlee Zane 

Jack P. Broadbent 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERlAPCO 

March 7, 2014 

rR1lE CC IE ~~ IE lQ) 

MAR - 7 2014 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE 

Frank Dean, General Superintendent 
National Park Service 
Golden Gate Recreation Area 
Bldg. 201 Fort Mason 
San Francisco 94123 

Subject: Ocean Beach Bonfire and Air Quality 

Dear Mr. Dean: 
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The negative health impacts of particulate matter pollution, including wood 
smoke, are a broad based public health concern. The public health concern 
is the reason behind the Air District's efforts to reduce particulate matter 
pollution throughout the Bay Area, including the Air District's wood-burning 
rule. The Air District's Board of Directors adopted Regulation 6, Rule 3: 
Wood-burning Devices and amended Regulation 5: Open Burning, to place 
restrictions on wood-burning. When the Air Distirct forecasts the air as 
unhealthy to breathe and calls a Winter Spare the Air (WSTA) alert 
recreational fires, such as bonfires, are illegal. The WSTA season is from 
November through the end of February. 

During the past WSTA season, we have received several complaints from 
the public regarding the bonfire enclosures at Ocean Beach. Having these 
firepits available to the public during the WSTA season may facilitate illegal 
burning . Wood smoke is a serious public health concern because it contains 
tiny particles or particulate matter (PM2.5) that can be inhaled deep into the 
lungs and can enter the bloodstream. Prolonged exposure to the fine 
particulates in wood smoke has been linked to a series of public health 
concerns, including: aggravated asthma, development of chronic bronchitis, 
irregular heartbeats and nonfatal heart attacks, as well as increased mortality 
rates. 

We realize that these bonfires have a long tradition, but their negative 
contribution to unhealthy air, as well as their negative health impacts on local 
neighborhoods, concern the Air District in its efforts to improve air quality and 
public health. Your agency could contribute greatly to increased public 
health and improved wintertime air quality by removing the bonfire facility at 
ocean beach during the winter months. If possible, prohibiting wintertime 
bonfires completely at Ocean beach would further improve both regional and 
local air quality. 
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We greatly appreciate your input regarding improving air quality in the Bay 
Area and public health during the winter months. Please feel free to contact 
Eric Pop, Air Quality Specialist,  with 
any questions you may have. 
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Frank Dean, General Superintendent 
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Call 1-877-4NO-BURN 
(1-877-466-2876) 

Sign up for phone alerts 
by calling 1-800-430-1515

Sign up for automatic 

email alerts by visiting 

sparetheair.org

From November 1 through the end of February,  the use of fireplaces, pellet stoves, wood 
stoves, fireplace inserts and outdoor fire pits is illegal when air quality is expected to 
reach unhealthy levels. Each day by 2 p.m., the Air District will issue an air quality forecast 
for the next day. If air quality is forecast to be unhealthy, a Winter Spare the Air Alert will 
be called, and wood burning will be banned the entire next day, for a full 24 hours.
First-time violators of the Wood Burning Rule can now take a wood smoke awareness class, online or by mail, or pay 

a $100 ticket. Warning letters have been discontinued. Second violations will result in a $500 ticket and subsequent 

ticket amounts will increase.

Health Effects of Wood Smoke

Smoke from wood-burning fireplaces and stoves contains tiny 
particles that can linger in the air and are so small that our bodies’ 
natural defenses cannot filter them out. Instead, we inhale them 
deeply into our lungs, and they can enter the bloodstream. 

Cold and still winter weather conditions can cause wood smoke 
pollution to become trapped close to the ground and build up to 
unhealthy levels, making it difficult for people with asthma and other 
respiratory conditions to breathe. 

Wood smoke is linked to illnesses such as asthma, bronchitis and 
lung disease, and is especially harmful for children and the elderly. 

Wood smoke is the #1 

source of wintertime 

air pollution

1 in 7 Bay Area 

residents has a 

respiratory condition

www.sparetheair.org/winter

TO REGISTER A WOOD BURNING COMPLAINT:

Go to www.baaqmd.gov/complaints

Call 1-877-4NO-BURN

Visit sparetheair.org or 
baaqmd.gov
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Fort Mason, San Francisco, California 94123

L76 (GOGA-PLAN)

APR —22014

Mr. Wayne Kino
Director of Compliance and Enforcement
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
939 Ellis Street
San Francisco, CA 94109

Re: Ocean Beach Bonfire and Air Quality

Dear Mr. Kino:

Thank you for your letter dated March 7, 2014 regarding the National Park Service’s beach fire program
at Ocean Beach. Our Ocean Beach fire program has many challenges, including, but not limited to,
staffing constraints for beach clean-up and enforcement of existing regulations.

Golden Gate National Recreation Area is currently reviewing the program to find a way to more
effectively manage the various issues we encounter with this program. When our review is complete we
will be changing the program and will be engaging the public with these changes. Your letter is timely
and we will take into consideration your suggestion to restrict beach fires during Winter Spare the Air
months of November thru February.

We look forward to continued coordination with your agency to ensure the protection of air quality and
public health in the San Francisco Bay Area related to fires on Ocean Beach. If you have questions
regarding our beach fire program, please contact Samantha Pollak, Environmental Protection Specialist,

Sincerely,

General Superintendent




