
Teacher Spotlight 
He has been at Valley Forge for a very long time and has been in many different hallways in the school.   
Last year he moved into one of the most important roles in a student’s life… teaching children to find the 
joy in reading.  Helping children find books and reading stories is not the only thing Mr. Michael Wong 
does as Valley Forge’s Librarian. Step foot into the newly redesigned library (all his doing!) and you will 
see students learning how to do research by using the computers and ipads, opening their minds to all 
sorts of subjects through books, creating presentations and the list continues.  The library is a constant 
flurry of activity and he is always there to help our kids find just the right book – and always with a smile.  
If you have not had a chance to visit the newly redecorated library (it looks great!), check it out and say 
hello to Mr. Wong. 

Teacher Spotlight Questions: 

Name: Michael Wong 
 
Tell us about you in a nutshell: ( i.e. single/married, kids, brothers/sisters, what made you become 
a teacher, anything you would like the students to know about you)  

I am married, and my husband, Gary, and I have 2 sons.  Tyler (14) was born in Vietnam.  He loves 
baseball, history and music. Daniel (10) was born in Guatemala.  He’s into animals, nature and 
Minecraft.  I am the 2nd of 4 children – 3 boys and a girl.  

I come from a family of teachers:  my father was a college PE teacher, my younger brother is a HS math 
teacher, and my sister was a kindergarten teacher.  My husband is a retired gifted support teacher and 
my brother-in-law is a MS Soc. Studies teacher. Only my older brother went into a non-teaching field. I 
was inspired to become a teacher by my family and my first and second grade teachers, Mrs. Algimin and 
Mrs. Carpenter.  They always brought warmth and fun into learning, which is something I try to do each 
day.     

This is my 26th year at Valley Forge Elementary.  I was also 2nd and 3rd grade teacher and Challenge 
teacher here.  The students are often surprised to hear that I remember Mr. Diamond and Mrs. Frost from 
when they were students at VFES.  It’s pretty surprising that I’ve spent so much time in elementary 
school, because I cried every day during my first month of kindergarten.      

Where did you grow up: Tappan, NY, which is about 20 minutes north of New York City 

Where did you go to College: University of Pennsylvania.  I did my graduate work at Drexel University.   

What is your Favorite Color: Blue  

What is your Favorite Song or Movie or both: The Princess Bride - for the family-friendly story, sword-
fighting and humorous, quotable lines.  

What is your favorite book: asking a librarian for a favorite book is like asking a parent for their favorite 
child. I can’t pick just one!    I like humorous books, fantasy and realistic/historical fiction.  I appreciate 
children’s books that use text and illustrations in ways that encourage the reader to go beyond what’s 
simply on the page.   As a child, Roald Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach was one of my favorites.  I 
enjoyed the humor, fantasy, word play and sentiment of the story. What made is so special is that I can 
clearly remember my father reading it to me.  With 4 kids in the family, I didn’t get a lot of 1-1 time with 
either of my parents.   



What is your Favorite App: Waze.  I’m in the car a lot driving my boys to their activities!  

Do you have any Hobbies/play any sports or collect anything special: I was a gymnast in elementary 
school and a diver in high school.  When I’m in a warm place, I enjoy snorkeling and scuba diving. I’ve 
just begun rock climbing and enjoy both the mental and physical challenge of the sport.   

If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? I’d like to dive on the Great Barrier Reef 
in Australia.  

What was your favorite subject in elementary school? Math  

What is your Hero Super Power? Dedication 

What food do you dislike the most? Olives  

When you were a kid, was your bedroom messy or neat? I always shared a room with one of my 
brothers.  My side was always the messier side.     

If you could have lunch with anyone famous who would it be and what would you ask them? I’d 
trade a lunch with a famous person for a chance to lunch with my sister again.  She passed away in 2012 
after a short battle with cancer and I miss her.   

Vanilla or Chocolate?  Sweet or Salty?  Favorite Candy? Chocolate, Salty, anything gummy.  

What is the one thing that you always remember your Mom or Dad telling you that has stuck with 
you growing up? Be yourself.  

 


