
  
 
 

May 26, 2015 

 

The Honorable Charles W Boustany, Jr.  
Chairman, House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Tax Policy 
1102 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Chairman Boustany: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of excise tax reform for the alcohol 
beverage industry as part of your May 12th, 2016 hearing entitled: “Member Day Hearing on Tax 
Legislation.”  This important hearing was a great way to allow members of Congress to participate in the 
process of tax reform.   
 
The Member Day Hearing on Tax Legislation was the third hearing during the second session of the 114th 
Congress during which there was focus on reform of excise taxes on alcohol beverages.  In April, 
Senators Wyden and Hatch held a hearing on business tax relief in the Senate Finance Committee and  
the House Small Business Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Access held a hearing 
entitled: “Keep It Simple: Small Business Tax Simplification and Reform, Main Street Speaks.” In both 
hearings, employees of the alcohol beverage industry, and our suppliers testified in favor of reducing 
excise taxes, highlighting how a reduction would foster economic growth for communities across 
America.  
 
Congressmen Paulsen, Buck, Reichert, and DeFazio highlighted the issue of excise tax reform for alcohol 
in their testimony during the hearing two weeks ago.  We applaud them for their leadership on this 
important subject.    
 
Every congressional district in the United States includes a brewery, winery, distillery, importer, or 
industry supplier.   These businesses are often cornerstones of their communities.  Unfortunately, 
outdated regulations and tax laws may impede the growth of these individual businesses.   
The alcohol beverage industry remains one of the most regulated industries in America.  Brewers, 
winemakers, and distillers pay state, local and federal taxes on their production.  Federal excises taxes, 
which are regressive taxes, are simply too high.  The compromise agreement to H.R.2903 would 
recalibrate and simplify federal excise taxes for brewers, importers, winemakers, and distillers.  It would 
also update and streamline outdated regulations.   
 
The excise tax relief and regulatory reform embodied in H.R.2903 has support from small and large 
brewers and importers, winemakers, and distillers, as well as industry suppliers.  Additionally, to date, 
H.R.2903 enjoys the support of 219 House members and 44 Senators.  This broad, bipartisan, bicameral 



  
 
support signifies how important excise tax relief is to many in Congress. We hope that the House and 
Senate make excise tax relief a priority as they consider tax reform in the 114th Congress.  
Sincerely,  
 

__________________________    ____________________________ 

Jim McGreevy, President & CEO    Bob Pease, President & CEO 

Beer Institute      Brewers Association 

 

 

_____________________________   ____________________________ 

Robert P. “Bobby” Koch, President & CEO  Michael Kaiser, Director of Public Affairs 

Wine Institute      WineAmerica 

 

  

_____________________________   ______________________________ 

Mark Gorman, Senior Vice President   Margie A.S. Lehrman, Executive Director 

Government Relations     American Craft Spirits Association   

Distilled Spirits Council   

 

 

 


