
 

 
 

April 18, 2016 
 
RE: Community Meeting for Proposed Vacation Rental at 2525 North Orchard Street 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
I am writing to invite you to join my office and the Park West Community Association at a 
community meeting to review a proposed vacation rental at 2525 North Orchard Street.  My office 
will be present at this meeting to monitor the discussion and record your feedback. 
 
WHAT: Vacation Rental Proposal for 2525 North Orchard Street  
 
WHO: Hosted by Alderman Michele Smith and the Park West Community 

Association 
 
WHEN: Monday, May 2, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
 
WHERE: Alcott Elementary School – School Cafeteria  
  2625 North Orchard Street 
 
The City of Chicago requires a property owner in an RM-5 zoning district, as this property is 
zoned, to obtain a Special Use designation in order to allow a vacation rental to operate.  A 
Special Use is a form of zoning relief granted by the City’s Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for 
uses of property the City of Chicago has determined require added community review prior to the 
use being permitted.  Here, the Special Use will allow the property owner to rent the units for 
short-term stays, rather than to long-term tenants.  Accordingly, prior to this Special Use 
application being heard before the ZBA, I requested that the applicant partake in a community 
meeting to discuss their request and allow my office to receive community feedback and to permit 
for a full and transparent zoning process. 
 
I hope you can join my office and the Park West Community Association to engage in a direct 
dialogue with the proposed vacation rental team to gain a better understanding of this proposal 
and obtain answers to any questions the community may have.  In the meantime, if my office can 
be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact us at (773) 348-9500 or visit my website 
at www.ward43.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Michele Smith 
Alderman, 43rd Ward 

http://www.ward43.org/

