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Demographic changes over an extended period usually occur predictably, although there may be 

some unexpected changes in smaller areas. Here are some surprising and some expected facts 

from the Census Bureau’s most recently released population estimates, as of July 1, 2015: 

 As more baby boomers reach age 60 every year, the senior population (aged 60+) of the 

region, the state, and the entire U.S. has grown predictably. The oldest baby boomers, born in 

1946, were 69 in 2015, so there were nine years of the boomer cohort in the 60+ ranks last 

year. The Illinois senior population increased 2.5% between 2014 and 2015, while that of the 

eight-county region increased 3.6%, a significant difference in a single year. From 2013 to 

2014, the number of seniors in the region had increased 3.7%. 

 Since 2000, the region’s senior population increased 78.3%, with county rates of increase 

ranging from a low of 35.6% in Kankakee County to a high of 155.5% in Kendall County. 

Kane, McHenry, and Will also had increases of 100% or more in their senior population 

during this 15-year period. 

 The region’s total senior population in 2015 was 634,694, and the state’s was 2,526,752. The 

region had 24.5% of the state’s total senior population. 

 The younger senior cohort grew more rapidly between 2014 and 2015 than the number of 

older seniors did, because of the large numbers of baby boomers reaching age 60. While the 

region’s population aged 60-74 increased 4.11%, the cohort aged 75+, mostly born during the 

low-birth-rate years of the Depression, increased 2.24%. The oldest of the baby-boom 

generation, now aged 70, will reach age 75 in 2021. 

 Within the 75+ group, the rate of increase varied considerably. Those aged 80 to 84 in 2014, 

who were born in the depths of the depression between 1930 and 1934, increased only 0.8%, 

while the oldest group, aged 85+% and born in 1929 or earlier, increased 2.6%. 

 Senior growth rates within the region varied considerably, from the smallest increases of 

2.2% and 2.7% in Kankakee and Grundy, respectively, to the largest increases of 4.3% and 

4.4% in Will and Kendall, respectively. 

 The minority senior population is growing more than twice as fast as the non-minority, both 

in Illinois and in the region. While the region’s non-Hispanic white seniors increased 2.8% 

from 2014 to 2015, the minority senior population increased 7.6%. Minorities are now 17.9% 

of the total senior population in the region, and 24.5% of the state’s total. 

 Hispanics are both the largest and the fastest-growing minority senior group in the region. 

The 43,224 Hispanic seniors were 38.1% of all minority seniors in 2015, and 6.8% of the 

entire senior population. Hispanics were most concentrated in DuPage, Kane, Lake, and Will 

Counties. The Hispanic senior population increased 8.8% from 2014 to 2015. 

 Seniors of Asian non-Hispanic birth or ancestry, a very diverse group, increased almost as 

fast, 8.5%. The 38,034 seniors in this group in 2015 were 33.2% of all minority seniors and 

6.0% of the total senior population. 

 Although non-Hispanic black seniors were the largest minority group in the state, at 12.0% of 

the total senior population and 50.3% of minority seniors, they were a much smaller 

proportion in the Northeastern region. Non-Hispanic blacks were 4.6% of the total senior 

population and 25.5% of minority seniors, and increased 6.1% between 2014 and 2015, to 

28,974. 



 NEIL and the direct service providers that it funds use these data to understand the 

populations they serve and to plan and target services. The updated data are used in the 

agency’s regional funding formula, which determines distribution of most funds among the 

eight counties, and in the Illinois Department on Aging’s intrastate funding formula, which 

distributes most funds among the state’s thirteen planning and service areas. 

 

These and comparable data for the U.S. and all states and counties, and a great deal more, are 

available on the Census Bureau’s website, www.census.gov/popest. 
 

http://www.census.gov/popest

