
 

JewishROC welcomes Norman L. Eisen who will discuss his experiences as the U.S. Ambassador to 

the Czech Republic from 2011 to 2014.  The child of a Czechoslovak Holocaust survivor, Eisen 

returned to his family’s homeland to live in the ambassador’s residence, a mansion that had been 

built by a Jewish family before World War II and then occupied by Nazi Germany.  There Eisen kept 

kosher and observed the Sabbath.  Like the Maccabees (l’havdil), he had the experience of 

“kashering” a building that had been terribly desecrated by evil, and Eisen will share what that was 

like and how his Jewish-Czech-American identity shaped his work as Ambassador, as well as the rest 

of his government service.  

  

Ambassador Eisen previously worked in the White House as Special Assistant to the President for 

Ethics and Government Reform and Special Counsel to the President, and was dubbed as the "Ethics 

Czar," “Mr. No,” and “the President’s posek."  In addition to ethics, his portfolio also included open 

government, whistleblower protection, lobbying regulation, and campaign finance and other 

political law issues.  Before entering the Administration, Ambassador Eisen was a partner in the 

Washington D.C. law firm Zuckerman Spaeder, and he was also the co-founder of Citizens for 

Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW), a government watchdog group.  Ambassador Eisen 

received his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1991 and his B.A. from Brown University in 1985, both 

with honors.  The director Wes Anderson has cited Eisen as an inspiration for the character of 

Deputy Kovacs, the Jewish lawyer played by Jeff Goldblum in the film The Grand Budapest Hotel. 

  

Senator Joe Lieberman said of Eisen, "It is indeed a profound historical 

justice that the Ambassador's residence in Prague, which was originally 

built by a Jewish family that was forced to flee Prague by the Nazis, who 

took over that house as their headquarters, now 70 years later, is 

occupied by Norman and his family.  And I might add that they observe 

the Sabbath there every Friday night and Saturday. So if you need any 

evidence that there is a God, I offer that to you. The story of Norm Eisen 

and his family and their path back to Europe is a classic American story, a 

reflection of what our country is about at its very best. And that is also precisely why the 

Ambassador has proven such an effective representative of our Nation, our interests, and our 

values." 


