
W HBC tocelebrateitsbicentennialS ept.20

A banquetaddressby R ev.Dr.A.R oy M edley,generalsecretary oftheAm ericanBaptist

ChurchesU S A,w illhighlightthebicentennialcelebrationofW estHenriettaBaptistChurchonS unday,

S ept.20. T heday w illbeginw ithw orshipinthetow n’soldestchurchbuilding,theclassicGreekR evival

structureatthecornerofW estHenriettaandErieS tationroads. T heinterim pastor,R ev.Dr.Jill

Bradw ay,w illpreachon“ A L egacy toL iveBy” w ithDr.M edley,R ev.AlanN ew ton,executivem inisterof

theABC R ochester/GeneseeR egion,andR ev.Dr.DickM yers,aform erW HBC pastor,participatinginthe

service. Follow inganopenhouseatthechurch,thebanquetw illbeheldatthenearby R IT Innand

ConferenceCenter. Currentandform erm em bers,descendantsofpioneerfounders,friends,fam ily,and

officialshavebeeninvitedforauniquegatheringofchurchandcom m unity,pastandpresent,ready to

seekGod’sfuture.

T hebanquetculm inatesayearlongcelebrationlaunchedinO ctober2014,onem onthafterthe

arrivaloftheinterim pastorandjustsevenm onthsafterthedeathofR ev.Dr.C.DavidHess,the

church’slongtim epastor. Em ily Keyes,w horepresentedthelastofthechurch’slongestparticipating

fam ily,attendedtheinitialhistory presentationinO ctoberanddiedaw eeklater. David’sdeathbed

em ailsandEm ily’spoem sandlettersw rittenduringher40 yearsasam issionary inAfrica,w ere

com piledandprintedform em orials. T hey w illbeavailableagainatthebanquet. A new churchhistory

publishedinDavid’sm em ory w illalsobeavailableandiscurrently searchableonnyheritage.orginthe

T ow nofHenriettacollection.

AsDavid’sandEm ily’sw ritingscom fortedandinspiredthecongregationduringtheyear,new

andrenew edtiesw ithneighboringchurchesalsobroughtstrength. W HBC hostedtheR ush-Henrietta

InterfaithL eagueT hanksgivingserviceforthefirsttim eandinvitedotherchurchestoacarolingparty,a

choralcelebration,andanicecream social.

Inseekingw hoandw hatitshouldbe,thecongregationexploredw hoandw hatithadbeen. It

resum edreadingthecovenantoncom m unionS undays. M em bersrevivedtheold-fashionedrollcall

m eeting,atim eoftestim ony andsinging,theday beforetheannualm eeting. T hey heldanAsh

W ednesday servicedespiteasnow storm andrediscoveredtheirancestors’ childhoodgam esatthe

churchpicnic. Believinginafuturecongregation,they grappledtoexplainthem selvesasChristiansin

thechurch’s200th yearasthey placedm em oriesinatim ecapsuletobeopenedinGod’stim eby his

children.

Allarew elcom etothe10 a.m .w orshipservice. Anyonew ishingtoattendthebanquetplease

contactS haronS curlockatscurlocks@ ym ail.com forareservation. Anyoneunabletoattendthe

banquetbutinterestedintheyear’spublications,shouldcontactBonnieHealy at

bonniehealy@ yahoo.com .


