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Itisnearly im possibletonotw riteaboutspring,hopeandnew ness. O utsidem y officew indow theblue

birdsarebusy nesting. Inaddition,ourbeautifulcourtyardissproutinggreendow nclosetotheground

inathousanddifferentplaces. Athom ethedeerarenibblingtheeversotiny new sproutsofgrassand

m oss. By thetim ethisnew sletterhitsinourhom esspringshouldbenearly infullarray.

Iw anttosincerely thankyou allforyouropendoorpolicy inregardtothosew hofind them selves

w ithoutshelter,thehom eless,hereinthegreaterBloom ingtonarea. W ehavejustconcludedasof

M arch31st anotherw interofprovidingfoodandshelterinourbuildingforthreeoutofthesevennights

ofthew eekforafivem onthperiodoftim e. Ittakesabout35volunteersanight. S araFrom m erhas

beenourvolunteercoordinatoragainthispastyearandshequitesim ply isstellaratm akingsureour

M onday night/T uesday m orningsandoccasionalS aturday nightshavebeenfully staffed. But,toallof

you w horoutinely m akeprovidingshelterforothersapriority… … thankyou from m eandfrom our

guests.

W ehavebeenfullerthisw interthanw ew ouldhaveexpected. M any tim esthroughthew interw e

found ourselvesw ithasm any asseventy (70)m enandw om enaskingtospendthenightinourshelters.

T herealotofpeoplew hodesperately needaplacetosleepandeat. Allthosesleepinginourshelter

areinthefaceofthereality thattheCraw fordHouseapartm entsandtheassociated program hastaken

overhousingnearly sixty (60)ofthem ostchronically hom eless.

T hererem ainsom any peoplew hoarehom elessduetom entalillnessrelateddilem m as. O fcourse,

therearealotpeopleforw hom alcoholisabigaddiction. How ever,evenm any ofthosearequite

sim ply usingalcoholasam edicationforany num berofm entalhealthissues. Fam ily structureshave

failedforsom any ofthepeoplew eprovideshelter. W edonotseem any expensivedrughabits. O ur

guestscannotaffordthem ! But,alcoholandaddictionproblem scostsociety atrem endousam ount

w henonecountspolicecalls,am bulanceand em ergency room visitsw hichw eallenduppayingfor

eitherintaxesorinhigherfeesform edicalcare. Every study Iread pointsoutthatcom m unitieslike

Bloom ingtonw ouldfinditfarcheapertoprovideinexpensiveshelterthantocontinuetoam asscosts

thew ay itisdonenow .

Itisneverpolitically popularinourculturetobeonthesideofprovidingincreasedcaretothehom eless.

But,w eareinvolvedandw eneedtobeprudentaboutnoticinghow ourtaxandcharitabledollarsare

spent. Itcostssovery m uchtohavepoliceand em ergency servicesprovidingcaretothehom eless

populationsanditisaneveroccurringcircleofservice. Folksw hoarehom elessdobetterinshared



housingsituations. T hey getsickless,useem ergency serviceslessandendupinjailless. O urculture

lovestosendpeopletojailbutJAIL S AR EU BER EX P EN S IVE! Jailsdonothelppeoplegetbetter.

InBloom ingtonthereisanelectioncom ingupcom ing. P leaseaskofyourcandidateshow they aregoing

tow orktoactively assistsolvingtheissuesrelatedtohom elessness. Justsaying,“ Jobs,jobs,jobs” isnot

theansw er. S om any folksaresim ply brokenandw illnotbeabletotakeanyone’sjobuntilthey are

caredforsignificantly andm any ofourfolksw illbebrokenforalifetim e. W hatw illournextm ayor

proposedoingw ithtruly innocently brokenpeople? W hileIam surethatchurchesoughttobedoing

w hatw earedoingby providingshelter,thegreatercom m unity’stax dollarsarestillbeingpoorly used

andourcom m unity coulddobetterinpartnershipw ithus. P leaseuseyourvotew isely! Electionsare

phenom enaltim estow ranglecom m itm entsoutofpoliticians.

M ay theblessingsofEasterjoy and surpriselureyou forw ardinthisnew seasonofspring. N ew grow th

isw hathappens. L etusgrow tow ardallthatGodisluringustow ard!


