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REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS                                                                     

 
1. What is my experience of the Province at this time? 

 
2. What is working well? 

 
3. What causes me concern or what is blocking us from growing? 

 
4. What is needed at this time to help the Province to grow and overcome the blocks? 

                                              
 

Theme: Deepening our Spiritual Life 
 

1. The ideal: ‘The Gospel is our rule and life.  This entails making the Gospel the supreme norm of our 
personal and fraternal life, placing the person of Jesus at the centre, allowing the Gospel to illuminate 
and guide our decisions and projects, allowing ourselves to be involved  in God’s adventure, risking and 
opening ourselves to His demands, no matter how radical they may be.’ (Starting afresh from the 
Gospel).  The contemplative dimension is nourished by the gift of faith and by regular reading and 
meditation of the Holy Gospel (Priorities of the Order) 

 Recommended reading: GGCC, 19-37; GGSS, 7-19 
 

2. The reality of the order: 40% of respondents to the survey feel there is insufficient attention given to 
prayer and the interior life.  There is the deadening effect of daily routine and an excessive workload.  
45% noted that there is very little sharing of the Word or any form of faith-sharing.  In some entities it 
was noticed that monthly retreats rarely happen. (Initial dings on the survey of the situation in the 
Order). 
 

3. “The Holy Spirit is the animator of religious life. The ore space we give Him, the more He gives life to 
our relationships and to our mission in the Church and the world. When consecrated people live by 
allowing themselves to be enlightened and guided by the Spirit, they discover in this supernatural 
vision the secret of their fraternity, the inspiration of their service to their brothers, the power of their 
prophetic presence in the Church and in the world. The light and power of the Spirit will also help you 
to face the challenges that are before you, in particular the decline in number, the increase in age and 
the ebb in new vocations. This is a challenge”. Pope Francis to the Chapter delegates 

 
Theme:  Improving the quality of our Fraternal Life 
 

1. The ideal: ‘Fraternal fellowship, based on prayer and penance, is the first and foremost witness to the 
Gospel.’(GGCC, 87:2) 

 Recommended reading: GGCC, 38-63: GGSS, 20-30. 



2. The reality of the Order: 41% of the respondents noted an absence of any deep fraternal, supportive 
relations.  Almost half of those surveyed said there was no deep communication within the fraternity.  
A quarter of the friars said that their fraternities were disorganised with no sharing of decision-making.  
Over a third noted that there is a real difficulty when young friars are introduced into the fraternities 
and ministries of the Province.  A third of the friars stated that authority is not exercised in a mature 
way with almost half saying that obedience is not lived out as a mutual discernment of God’s will.  
More than 25% feel that there is a crisis of authority and dependence and find they cannot 
communicate with their superior. (Survey of the Order). 
 

3. “The dimension of fraternity also belongs in an essential way to Gospel witness. In the early Church, 
Christians lived fraternal communion to the extent of establishing an eloquent and attractive sign of 
unity and charity. The people were astonished to see Christians so united in love, so willing to give and 
to forgive one another, in such a fellowship of mercy, of benevolence, of reciprocal aid, unanimous in 
sharing the joys, sufferings and experiences of life. Your religious family is called to express this 
concrete fraternity, by restoring mutual trust — and I emphasize this: restoring mutual trust — in 
interpersonal relationships, so the world may see and believe, recognizing that Jesus’ love heals 
wounds and renders all as one. From this perspective, it is important to recover the awareness of being 
bearers of mercy, reconciliation and peace.” Pope Francis to Chapter Delegates. 

                               
Theme: Minority 
 

1. The ideal: “… faithful to their specific calling as minors, the friars are to go through the world ‘in joy 
and gladness’ as the servants and subjects of all, peaceful and humble of heart” (GGCC, 64).  Life in 
minority, poverty, and solidarity expresses our being ‘pilgrims and strangers in this world’”. (Priorities 
of the Order) 

 Recommended reading: GGCC, 64-82; GGSS, 31-45. 
 

2. The reality of the Order: More than 60% of respondents indicates that in general the friars lead a 
lifestyle that is too secularised.  Half of the friars feel there is a need for a simpler way of living.  Friars 
feel unsure what Minority means. (Survey of the Order). 

 
3. "Minority calls us to be and to feel small before God, relying totally on his infinite mercy. The 

perspective of mercy is incomprehensible to those who do not see themselves as "minor", that is, 

small, needy and sinners before God. The more we are aware of this, the closer we are to salvation; the 

more we are convinced that we are sinners, the more we are open to being saved. This is what 

happens in the Gospel: people who identify with the poor before Jesus are saved; those who do not 

believe this do not receive salvation, not because they have been offered this, but because they have 

not accepted it. Minority also means coming out of ourselves, out of our own agenda and personal 

views; it means going beyond structures - which are also useful if used wisely - to go beyond habits and 

certainties, to witness to concrete closeness to the poor, the needy, the marginalized, in an authentic 

attitude of sharing and service." Pope Francis’ address to the Chapter Delegates. 


