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U.S. Chamber of Commerce President Thomas Donohue on Thursday (Jan. 14.) drove home 
the point that in order for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) to get sufficient support to 
pass in Congress, the administration will have to address the three main outstanding 
criticisms of the agreement leveled by businesses and Republicans.	  
	  
In his annual State of American Business address, Donohue said that while the Chamber will 
be "vigorously supporting" the TPP deal on one hand, it will "also be encouraging the 
administration to work with Congress to address legitimate concerns expressed by industry 
and legislators about some aspects of the deal."	  
	  
That comment essentially reflects his official written statement released by the Chamber 
last week, which offered the organization's qualified support for the deal. He did not single 
those issues out, although Chamber Executive Vice President for Government Affairs 
pointed to the tobacco carveout from investor-state disputes, the market exclusivity term 
for biologic drugs, and weaker benefits for financial services firms on server localization.	  
	  
But Donohue also noted that sufficiently resolving these issues will only be the first 
obstacle to clear in getting the deal passed. Once that is done, ensuring a solid vote count 
in support of the deal and getting the timing right for the vote will also be challenges, he 
said.	  
	  
The timing aspect is complicated by the fact that Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY) has indicated that he sees consideration of TPP before the November elections as 
potentially threatening to key Senate seats for Republicans in industrial states like Ohio. On 
a related note, Donohue mentioned more generally that keeping the Republican majority in 
the Senate is a critical component for the Chamber to achieve its overall legislative goals.	  
	  
While listing TPP among the Chamber's priorities this year, Donohue did not explicitly say 
that the business group is aiming to get the deal passed in 2016. There was also no 
timeline laid out in last week's Chamber statement.	  
	  
Josten underscored to reporters in comments after the speech that the effort to build 
support in Congress for TPP hinges on resolving the outstanding issues first. "They're 
going to have to be addressed. Until they are, it's pretty hard for anybody to calibrate in 
their head the confidence of putting something like that on the floor," Josten said.	  
	  
As far as the form in which these issues could be tackled, he noted that this administration 
and previous ones have used side agreements to modify or clarify the interpretations of 
certain aspects of trade deals.	  
	  
U.S. Trade Representative Michael Froman, however, in comments on Jan. 13 at the Wilson 
Center stressed the difficulty of doing something similar in the context of the TPP because 
of the number of countries involved and the cross-linkages between different issues. At 
the same time, he did not rule out the idea of addressing businesses' and lawmakers' 
objections to the way certain issues were handled in TPP in some capacity.	  
	  



In addition to TPP, Donahue also cited the ongoing Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership negotiations with the European Union, the plurilateral Trade in Services 
Agreement talks, bilateral investment treaties with China and India, and passing the 
customs bill as priorities for the Chamber in 2016.	  


