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All around the large Social Hall walls, large framed laminated posters were laid out in a 

time-line highlighting the racial history of the church.  After the service 6 adults 

attended a talk by Thomas B. Hargrave, Jr. the grandson of slaves and notable 

author.  His career as a YMCA professional covered a span of 41 years and included 

President and CEO of the YMCA of Metropolitan Washington for 19 years.  He was the 

first African American to head the 140 year old institution that serves eighteen 

metropolitan communities in the D.C. area and brought about many new creative 

programs, facilities and funding.  TJMC member, Kelly Dryden, bought The Coming of 

Age Behind the Magnolia Curtain:  A Memoir of Thomas B. Hargrave, Jr. to give as a 

gift to her father in California as he also, at one time, had a career with the YMCA. 

Kelly then learned that her father knew about Mr. Hargrave.  A new friendship 

between Mr. Dryden and Mr. Hargrave thus ensued via telephone.  A remarkable 

man, Mr. Hargrave just turned 90 years young! 

 

The monthly theme of All Souls was "Wholeness" and the sermon was entitled "When 

Church Hurts" presented by The Rev. Dr. Susan Newman Moore, an African American 

and Associate Minister for Congregational Life and Pastoral Care.  Her message was 

both serious and humorous.  She shared that UU people of color need to be with each 

other to discuss and share their experiences within the UU faith.  Laughter emerged 

when she said, "Going to GA is like being a raisin in a bowl of milk."  Her advice to white 

UU's is to "speak up" when something offensive of a racial nature is said."  Say "This is 

how it made me feel when you made that comment."  “This,” Rev. Moore said, "is how 

we love each other."  She recommends that we become familiar with The Anti-Racist 

Cookbook.   The TJMC library on racial history and justice has a copy.  Come check it 

out!  This field trip was sponsored by the Membership Committee, chaired by Achsah 

Carrier.     
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