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Government Relations Landscape Report – August 1, 2016  

AFRA Congressional and Regulatory Activity  

Policy Highlights 

1. On Friday, July 8, The U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce unanimously 

approved H.R. 5587, the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act. 

Introduced by Reps. Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA) and Katherine Clark (D-MA), the legislation 

reauthorizes and reforms the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act to help more 

Americans enter the workforce with the skills they need to compete for high-skilled, in-demand 

jobs. The bill passed the committee by a vote of 37 to 0 in which U.S. House Rep. Tim Walberg 

(R-MI), Chairman of U.S. House Subcommittee on Workforce Protections spoke in favor of the 

reauthorization.  

a. On July 7, several aviation non-profit organizations along with 200 other companies 

signed a letter in support of the reauthorization of Perkins, which was addressed to 

Chairman Kline and Ranking member Scott.  

2. On Monday, July 11, the The U.S. House of Representatives unanimously approved a bipartisan 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) extension that ensures the FAA is funded through 

September 30, 2017, and that provides a limited number of important safety, security, and time-

sensitive improvements for the U.S. aviation system. Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) and Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

Ranking Member Peter DeFazio (D-OR) sponsored the measure, H. Res. 818, the “FAA Extension, 

Safety, and Security Act of 2016.”“This extension provides stability to our aviation system over 

the next 14 months, and includes limited but critical and time-sensitive provisions to improve 

aviation safety and security,” U.S. Rep. Shuster said.  “Today’s measure reflects the bipartisan, 

bicameral agreement reached with Senate leaders, and I look forward to the Senate sending it 

to the president before the current FAA authorization expires on Friday.  With this extension in 

place, Congress can continue to develop a long-term, comprehensive FAA bill that includes 

many additional reforms and improvements to our aviation system.” “While I would have rather 

moved a comprehensive long-term FAA reauthorization, this legislation reflects a bipartisan 

compromise that provides more than a year of certainty and includes a number of time-

sensitive safety and security provisions that will better protect our nation’s airspace and air 

travelers,” said U.S. Rep. DeFazio.  “I thank my colleagues in both chambers and on both sides of 

the aisle for working together to get this bill done, and look forward to working over the next 

year with my colleagues to address a number of key issues that were not included in this 

extension.” 

http://edworkforce.house.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=475075-71706345
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjJyt-5ett0
../Gov't%20Affairs%20One-Pager/Content/2016-july-7-support-perkins-coalition-broad-support-for-reauthorization-350.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20160711/HRES___.pdf
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20160711/HRES___.pdf
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3. On Tuesday, July 12, the FAA published a Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

(SNPRM) for safety management systems (SMS) in the airport area. SMS is a formal approach to 

managing an organization's safety through four key components – safety policy, safety risk 

management, safety assurance, and safety promotion. Through the SNPRM, the FAA proposes 

to integrate proactive hazard identification and risk-management based principles into the day-

to-day operations at airports. The supplemental proposal amends the number of airports that 

would be required to implement the program. The SNPRM proposes SMS at any Part 139 

certificated airport that is: 

a. Classified as a small, medium, or large hub airport in the National Plan of Integrated 

Airport Systems; 

b. Identified by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection as a port of entry, designated 

international airport, landing rights airport, or user fee airport; 

c. Or – Identified as having more than 100,000 total annual operations which includes 

takeoffs and landings. 

i. The original NPRM required all Part 139 airports to participate in SMS. Based on 

the numerous industry comments received, the FAA decided to amend the 

original proposal to instead apply it to certificated airports receiving the vast 

majority of passenger enplanements, operations, and international service. The 

original proposal would have applied to more than 500 certificated airports. The 

revised proposal would apply to approximately 260 airports. The industry will 

have 60 days to comment on the revised changes and other requirements 

proposed in the SNPRM. The comment period ends on September 12, 2016.   

Read more about SMS in the FAA Fact Sheet. 

ii. The aforementioned document has a comment period that ends on September 

12, 2016. 

4. On Thursday, July 14, the FAA rescinded an Unapproved Parts Notification (UPN) titled: “Aircraft 

Engine: 1st stage hanger for CT7 Engine Model, No: 2014-20130520002.”  

a. https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/programs/sups/upn/media/2014/UPN_2014_2013

0520002_Retract.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/14/2016-16596/safety-management-system-for-certificated-airports
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/14/2016-16596/safety-management-system-for-certificated-airports
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/14/2016-16596/safety-management-system-for-certificated-airports
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/14/2016-16596/safety-management-system-for-certificated-airports
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/14/2016-16596/safety-management-system-for-certificated-airports
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/programs/sups/upn/media/2014/UPN_2014_20130520002_Retract.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/programs/sups/upn/media/2014/UPN_2014_20130520002_Retract.pdf

