
An emerging leader in the field of 
cellular therapies and tissue engineering.

Years with Lattice: I just started with the company 
on July 1, 2016.  Newbie!

How many years have you worked in this industry? 
I recently completed my Master of Science degree 
in Biotechnology at the University of California, 
Irvine and am so excited to have landed at Lattice 
to begin my professional biotech journey.

What are you most looking forward to doing and 
learning in this position? 
I am extremely grateful for the opportunity I have 
here at Lattice, working with two incredible and 
experienced scientists, Chris and Mila (Drs. Bradley 
and Zakharova).  This will help me improve my 
skills and knowledge and gain experience and 
confidence. In the long term, I would love to play 
a central role in developing new solutions and 
treatments for uncured diseases.

What do you enjoy most about your work? 
Every day is one more step toward finding solutions 
that will improve people’s lives. 

What 3 things do you believe will be most critical 
for Lattice’s success in the next couple years? 

1. Teamwork
2. Keeping the enthusiasm high
3. Dedication to our work

What do you most want to accomplish through 
your work at Lattice? 
I would like to be part of the development of 
groundbreaking solutions and new treatments for 
diseases that currently have either no cure or very 
complicated treatments. 
What is the greatest advice you can offer someone 
interested in pursuing a career in this field? 
Results don’t come easy in the research field.  It’s 
normal to “fail” many times during experimentation 
but what is important is to keep your focus.  
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Believe in what you are doing and sooner or later 
you will succeed.

What is your biggest personal goal outside of the 
office? 
To become a person like my mum. Smart, wise, 
patient, resourceful, bright, and funny : )

What totally different job would you have in 
another life?
I think in another life I would be a horse trainer.  I’ve 
been around horses since I was a kid and I’ve even 
had chances to pursue horse training as a job.

What is a Fun Fact about you? 
I have won quite a few equestrian show 
competitions: multiple Italian and European 
championships and 2 gold medals at the Youth 
World Cup in USA and Canada.  Also, I did ballet 
for 13 years. 

Past Career Highlights: 
• Graduate Student Researcher, University of 

California - Irvine, CA.  The project resulted in 
the development of a biomimetic (synthetic 
system that mimics the formation, function, 
or structure of biologically produced 
substances, materials, and biological 
mechanisms and processes) vascularized 
organ-on-a-chip for ex vivo study of human 
pancreatic islets.

• Undergraduate Student Researcher, 
University of Milan, Italy.  The project featured 
the comparison of conventional slow 
equilibrium cooling and directional freezing 
for cryopreservation of whole ovaries.

Education & Certifications: 
• Master of Science in Biotechnology - 

University of California - Irvine, CA
• Bachelor of Science in Veterinary 

Biotechnology, School of Veterinary 
Medicine - University of Milan, Italy                                                                                                                            

Research Foci: 
3D cell culture within ECM.

Accomplishments:

• The main focus of my master research project 
was developing a biomimetic, vascularized 
organ-on-a-chip for ex vivo study of human 
pancreatic islets. Specifically, I used a 
vascularized, micro-organ-a-chip to evaluate 
the vascular network formation and function 
in pancreatic-specific ECM within a 3D 
environment emulating the native pancreas.

• The main focus of my undergraduate 
research project was to compare 
conventional slow equilibrium cooling and 
directional freezing for cryopreservation of 
whole ovaries. Specifically, I evaluated the 
damages and repair mechanism at the DNA 
double helix in fresh and frozen ovaries by 
convectional and directional freezing.

Career Mission:  
I would love to be able to build 3D organs with ECM 
one day and to reproduce all the physiological 
conditions in order to study and then treat diseases 
related to the organs. 
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