
Looking for ways to grow your business and reach more 
customers? Have you thought about creating a website, 
but aren't quite sure where to start? Our solution will meet 
your needs while strengthening our community! 

Partner with us to build a customized website for your business, and help 
local youth experience real-world job training at the same time!

Getting started is easy. Fill out an application and provide us with a little 
information about your business.  We will contact you and begin the 
process to connect you with a youth web developer to build your website. 

For more information, contact Tom Fandre at 408-827-3078 x16 or 
tom@teenforce.org . 

about us
TeenForce and Silicon Valley Children’s Fund have partnered to bring STEM 
Education and Internships to 100% of high school foster youth in Santa Clara 
County.  Hack the Hood introduces youth to careers in tech while helping 
them support local small business through web development.   

a free website for your small business
and job training for local youth

sample sites:

Youth 

themarshclinics.com

communitiesincollaboration.com

Help us close the digital   
divide in San Jose

hedonistmoderation.com

Hack the Hood bootcamp delivered by:
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Small Business FAQ
How do we make websites for local 
small businesses?
TeenForce and Silicon Valley Children’s Fund are teaming up 
to deliver a Hack the Hood bootcamp this summer.  We will 
train young people on how to build beautiful, mobile-friendly 
sites during 6-week Bootcamps.

What is the process for getting a 
website as a small business?

Step 1 Apply for a website
You apply to take part in the program, attend an info 
session, and are accepted. A youth developer is 
assigned to your project. Together, you come to an 
agreement on what we will create for you!

Step 2 Asset Collection
We’ll work with you to make sure the youth 
developer has all the photos, logos, and information 
they need to build out your site.

Step 3 Youth developer builds website while
collaborating with the small business
We create your website as planned and share the 
draft with you. You give feedback and we publish 
the site live.

Step 4 Accessing and Updating your Site
Now the website is yours.  We'll give you log-in 
information and admin access so you can modify 
the site in the future--or ask our help to do it.

Why it is free?
We are non-profit organizations with aligned missions to 
support foster youth education and employment, while 
getting small businesses online so local economies can be 
strong and provide economic opportunities in low-income 
neighborhoods.  Our services are free to you, but the youth 
are paid to learn and work. Our 2015/16 funders include 
Google, Symantec, Texas Instruments, Microsoft, Innovate 
Foundation, SanDisk, US Bank, Shortino Foundation, and 
others, including many individual donors.

Are the websites 
professional quality?
Absolutely!  Our team of youth developers uses Weebly.com, a 
leading online website creation software platform.  In fact, the 
team at  Weebly.com personally trained Hack the Hood on using 
their software as well as website design principles and best 
practices.  The best part is, we build quality websites that look 
just as great on a smartphone as they do on a desktop 
computer.  Check out a slideshow of sample sites from past 
youth participants at hackthehood.org/sample-sites

Why are you 
doing this?
We want small businesses to have a competitive presence 
online because local businesses tend to invest more of their 
profits into the local economy, which is good for local jobs and 
vibrant communities. Over the past several years, smartphones 
have become more expensive at the same time that they're 
becoming better at helping people access the internet, even in 
low-income  communities. But many small, local businesses 
haven't kept up, or they have outdated websites that don't look 
good on mobile.  

We also want to help low-income young people build strong web 
tech skills as a pathway to professional training and tech 
careers. What better way to teach the value of tech as a career 
path than through real-world projects that make an immediate 
impact in young peoples’ communities?

Have you received
any recognition for
this program?
You bet! Hack the Hood was a 2014 winner of the Google Impact 
Challenge and TeenForce was selected in 2015. The Foster 
Youth STEM Training program was selected for a 50 Fund 
Playmaker Award, and the program has been cited by President 
Clinton as one that should be scaled and replicated.  Click the 
links for short videos.
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