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The Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee held its first meeting of the interim, 

hearing presentations on, among other things, the newly passed federal Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), a juvenile literacy program in Wake County hoping to expand its reach, 
and an overview on how non-teaching work experience is credited toward an individual’s total 
licensure experience. 

The meeting opened with an overview of ESSA by State Superintendent June Atkinson and 
Dr. Lou Fabrizio, Director of Data Research and Federal Policy at the North Carolina Department 
of Public Instruction (DPI).  Dr. Atkinson stated that compared to No Child Left Behind (NCLB), 
ESSA gives flexibility to the State while maintaining some of the NCLB requirements.  Dr. 
Atkinson also noted for the Committee that the U.S. Department of Education not released its 
final regulations which DPI uses to develop their plan. A timeline of plan development was 
shared with the Committee. 

Dr. Fabrizio shared some of the major highlights of ESSA, noting that the federal legislation: 

• Curtails the authority of Secretary of Education 
• Eliminates ESEA Flexibility Waivers staring August 1, 2016 
• Retains requirements for annual assessments in  

o Math, Reading or Language Arts in grades 3-8,   
o Science at least once in grades 3-5, 6-9 ,and  
o all three subjects once in high school grades 10-12. 

• Requires support of priority and focus schools until the 2017-2018 school year 
• Authorizes the states to determined teacher evaluation methods  
• Requires reporting of student data disaggregated now include homeless, foster and 

military-connected students. 

Dr. Atkinson and Dr. Fabrizio also provided the Committee with other handouts including 
DPI’s responses to the Committee’s question on ESSA, a chart comparing Federal and State 
requirements under ESSA for North Carolina, and decisions required by State Education 
Agencies under ESSA. 

Although not before the Committee for this reason, Sen. Chad Barefoot (R-Wake) asked Dr. 
Atkinson publicly about allegations that money given by the General Assembly for ‘Read to 
Achieve’ was being used by DPI to support personnel positions.  Dr. Atkinson responded that 
the money in question was being used as required by last year’s budget. 

Next, Court of Appeals Judge Ann Marie Calabria, Chair of the Triangle Literacy Council, 
presented the Committee with information regarding a program aimed at serving juveniles in 
the criminal justice/court system.  The program was established in Wake County and has been 
in existence for seven years.  The Council is hoping to establish new centers in counties 
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neighboring the Triangle, aiming to have centers in Durham, Johnston and Person in year one, 
and Granville, Franklin, and Vance in year two.   

With results aiming to lower recidivism rates into the justice system, goals of the program 
include: 

• Providing direct one-on-one tutoring and/or small group classes 
• Addressing basic literacy deficiencies (align with NC standards) 
• Preparing participants with skills necessary to prepare for productive jobs and/or 

college 
• Improving study habits, test preparedness, computer skills, adult/peer interaction, 

organization, and time management 
• Involving families – tutoring siblings and engaging parents 

If approved by the General Assembly, each site is budgeted to cost the State $115,000. 
Lastly, the Committee heard an overview of how non-teaching work experience is credit 

toward the licensure experience for lateral entry educators from Dr. Rebecca Garland, Deputy 
Superintendent at DPI.  Dr. Garland gave Committee members a background on, and the details 
of, the policy related to experience credit for salary purposes.  She also provided members 
with information on the review and appeal process when licensure credit for non-teaching 
credit is requested. 

The Committee is scheduled to meet next on March 1, 2016.  The committee’s website, 
which includes committee membership, reports received and meeting information, can be 
found by clicking here.  
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